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Do you remember your baptism, your baptismal vows? Through the Sacrament of 

Baptism, we are initiated into Christ's holy Church. We are incorporated into 

God's mighty acts of salvation and given new birth through water and the Spirit. 

All this is God's gift, offered to us without price. 

 In your baptism, you answered “I do” to the following questions:  

On behalf of the whole Church, do you renounce the spiritual forces of 

wickedness, reject the evil powers of this world, and repent of your sin? 

I do. 

Do you accept the freedom and power God gives you to resist evil, injustice, and 

oppression in whatever forms they present themselves? 

I do. 

Do you confess Jesus Christ as your Savior, put your whole trust in his grace, 

and promise to serve him as your Lord, in union with the Church which Christ has 

opened to people of all ages, nations, and races? 

I do. 

Through the Baptism, we are no longer sinners, we become children of God, we 

are beloved brides of God. Through the Baptism, we promise that we will have a 

life that praises/ glories God. 

Baptism with water and with the Holy Spirit is an amazing gift and grace for 

sinners, with which we are welcomed into the kingdom of God, washed from our 

sins, have the Holy Spirit poured out on us, are united with Jesus Christ, and are 

invited into the work of God’s salvation. We are recipients of God’s grace. 

 

In Today’s passage, Mark 1:1-14, we see Jesus who was baptized by John the 

Baptist.  
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Mark 1:7-11 says, He proclaimed, “The one who is more powerful than I is coming 

after me; I am not worthy to stoop down and untie the thong of his sandals. 8 I 

have baptized you with water; but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.” 9 In 

those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the 

Jordan. 10 And just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens 

torn apart and the Spirit descending like a dove on him. 11 And a voice came from 

heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.” 

Jesus was not a sinner so he did not need to be baptized with water by John. Yet 

he came to the Jordan river where sinners were and was baptized by a sinner. 

Why? 

Another question. 

Jesus was not a sinner so he did not need to be killed at the cross, yet he died at 

the cross by the hands of sinners. Why? 

Only one reason! To please God by obedience to God’s will.  

Only one reason! To save us, sinners. To give us the way to God so we become 

beloved children of God. 

Do you have something that you feel you do not need to do or you do not want to 

do, but God asks you to do something for others? God may call you to do it for 

God’s glory. God may ask you to show full submission and obedience to God like 

Jesus did through his baptism and his death at the cross. 

Jesus fully obeyed God through his baptism, Jesus heard the voice of God saying 

that You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.” When Jesus fully 

obeyed God at the cross, God lifted him up above all names. 

 Philippians 2:5-11 Let the same mind be in you that was[a] in Christ Jesus, 

6 who, though he was in the form of God,  

did not regard equality with God as something to be exploited, 

7 but emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, being born in human likeness. 

And being found in human form, 

8     he humbled himself and became obedient to the point of death— 
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    even death on a cross. 

 

9 Therefore God also highly exalted him and gave him the name 

    that is above every name, 

10 so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bend, 

    in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 

11 and every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, 

    to the glory of God the Father. 

 

As the children of God, we want to obey always yet also we know we often are 

tempted by many obstacles in this world, just like Jesus was tempted by Satan in 

the wilderness with the wild beasts. Yet the angels waited on him.  

12 And the Spirit immediately drove him out into the wilderness. 13 He was in the 

wilderness forty days, tempted by Satan; and he was with the wild beasts; and the 

angels waited on him. 

What did you see Wednesday on TV? What did you feel? What do you think God 

calls you to do in this country, in our community, at home? 

 You are in the wilderness with the wild beasts. 

We are called to be like John. 

John the Baptist was the voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 

    ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight,’” 

We are called to be like Jesus who fully obeyed God for all humanity.  

Do you renounce the spiritual forces of wickedness, reject the evil powers of this 

world, and repent of your sin? 

 

Do you accept the freedom and power God gives you to resist evil, injustice, and 

oppression in whatever forms they present themselves? 
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Do you confess Jesus Christ as your Savior, put your whole trust in his grace,  

and promise to serve him as your Lord, in union with the Church which Christ has 

opened to people of all ages, nations, and races? 

I do. 

 

 

 

 


