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Dec. 27th, 20; Text: Isaiah 61:10-62:3, Luke 2:22-40; Shouts and songs of 

joy continued; Rev. Sun Joo Lee 

 

There are 28 places called Bethlehem in the world. 

Do you know how many places called Bethlehem in the USA? 

There are 18 places named Bethlehem in America. 

Bethlehem means House of Meat in Arabic; House of Bread in Hebrew 

& Aramaic. Like the meaning of Bethlehem, Jesus, who was laid on an 

animal trough, came into the world as the bread of life to give us a new 

life, an abundant life. Although the bread of life is available to all 

people, if people do not take it into their mouths; into their lives, it is 

not good bread, it is not good news without the action of receiving and 

taking it.  God gives the bread of life to all, but not all accept it, not take 

it, not enjoy it.  

 

At today’s passage, Luke 2: 22-40, we see a man named Simeon who 

lived in Jerusalem. He was righteous and devout. He was waiting for the 

consolation of Israel. And the Holy Spirit was upon him. It had revealed 

to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not die before he had seen the 

Christ. When he was moved by the Spirit, he went into the temple 

courts. When Mary and Joseph brought in the Babe Jesus to present 

him to God what the custom of the Law required, Simeon took Jesus in 

his arms and praised God, saying: 

29“Master, now you are dismissing your servant or slave in peace, 

    according to your word; 

30 for my eyes have seen your salvation, 
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31 which you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, 

32 a light for revelation to the Gentiles 

    and for glory to your people Israel.” 

 Simeon could die in peace because he had seen the Messiah. 

What does a man most want to see before he dies? His own reputation 

secure, his name honored, his family prosperous ( The Interpreter’s 

Bible, Luke, p.60) 

What do you want to see before you die? 

Salvation upon each one of your family members, friends, and 

neighbors.  Like yours, 

As for Simeon who was righteous and devout, he wanted to see the 

unfolding of God’s promise for his people. He was waiting for the 

consolation of Israel which means the fulfilment of Jewish messianic 

hopes. Simeon hoped for the comfort, restoration, and liberation of 

Israel from the oppression of the Roman Empire.  

When Simeon took Jesus in his arms, his desire and hope were 

satisfied. He thanked and praised God. He may have shouted and sung 

the songs of joy. 

The verb,Take, means  to receive favourably, to accept, give ear to, 

embrace, make one's own, approve, not to reject, to take upon one’s 

self, sustain, bear, endure.  

When Simeon took Jesus in his arms, His soul was satisfied, content, 

joyful, thankful, and praising God.  

 

Simeon said to Mary that VV. 34-35 “ This child is destined to cause the 

falling and rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will spoken 



3 
 

against, so that the thoughts of many hearts will be revealed. And a 

sword will pierce your own soul too.” 

Simeon prophesied people would either joyfully accept him or totally 

reject him. As Jesus’s mother, Mary would be grieved by the 

widespread rejection he would face.  What “A sword will pierce your 

own soul too” predicts Mary’s suffering, especially when Jesus is 

executed.  

Have you ever experienced Mary’s suffering too? 

When people do reject, ridicule about Jesus, dishonor, and do not 

believe him, it hurts us. We also experience pains and sufferings and 

rejections. You can experience that especially, when you share the 

gospel with others. Many people reject Jesus, not accept Him.  

1 Peter 4:13-14 says, “13 Instead, be very glad—for these trials make 

you partners with Christ in his suffering, so that you will have the 

wonderful joy of seeing his glory when it is revealed to all the world.  

14 If you are insulted because you bear the name of Christ, you will be 

blessed, for the glorious Spirit of God[a] rests upon you.” 

 

At today’s passage, we see another devout person named Anna, 

prophetess, the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was of a 

great age, having lived with her husband seven years after her 

marriage,  then as a widow to the age of eighty-four. She never left the 

temple but worshiped there with fasting and prayer night and day. 38 

At that moment she came, and began to praise God and to speak about 

the child to all who were looking for the redemption of Jerusalem. 

Anna was an elderly female prophet and completely devoted to God. 

While Simeon blessed and predicted about Jesus, Anna spread the good 
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news to those around her. She also hoped the messiah would free 

Israel from the Romans.  

What is the commonality in Simeon and Anna? 

Both were old 

They were righteous and devout. 

They longed for the redemption of Israel, waiting for the consolation of 

Israel. 

Both Simeon and Anna were doing prophetic work that is to proclaim 

God’s truth. 

When Simeon and Anna saw God’s salvation, they would, could die 

content. Yet they continued to do prophetic work that proclaims the 

truth and spreads the gospel at their old age.  

When we receive God’s salvation, we also be dismissed in peace. Yet 

we are here still. Why? 

We have also prophetic work to do for those who are the lost in this 

world. They also need to be redeemed and restored to God. We are 

here for the sake of other’s salvation like Simeon and Anna.  

Like Simeon, we as Christian took Babe Jesus in our arms. We received 

the gift, God’s salvation. 

Like Anna, We as Christian speak about the Babe Jesus who was born to 

feed us as the bread of life that gives us abundant life, new life in Jesus 

Christ. 

We took it freely and let us speak passionately to those around us, who 

need the truth, the bread of life, Jesus.  

The joy of salvation continued when we share.  


