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In the last edition of Humane News, we celebrated attaining 
a Save Rate of 91.3%. While reaching that level is a great 
achievement, the challenge for AHS is finding ways to sustain 
that level of progress and build on it.

In this issue you will read about our new Director of Canine 
Behavior & Training who is implementing a new assessment 
program across all three locations to reduce the amount of 
time dogs spend at AHS and the establishment of a network of 
rescue partners in the Northeast to transfer cats. It’s all part of 
our strategy to move the 5,000 animals we serve annually faster 
through our shelters so that we can help even more animals.

Popcorn Park, our wildlife and farm animal rescue, will be 
celebrating its 45th birthday later this year. During that time, 
our refuge has grown to become home to over 200 animals. 
Each year we welcome new residents, and this year is no 
exception. Read about our new blind kangaroo, Winnie, and 
the hiring of our new Director of Education who will lead our 
education and community outreach programs. Or better yet, 
come visit and see firsthand how we provide a critical resource 
for abandoned or injured farm animals, birds, and wildlife.

It’s an exciting time at Associated Humane 
Societies. Help us to continue to make an impact.

 

Jerry Rosenthal, 
CEO
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Associated Humane Societies rescues 
stray and homeless animals, both 
domestic and wildlife, providing quality 
care and sanctuary until loving homes 
can be found. As a community-based 
organization, we provide low-cost 
veterinary care and humane education 
to promote responsible pet guardianship 
throughout New Jersey.

Our Mission

Read about our new 
blind kangaroo, Winnie, 

and the hiring of 
our new Director of 

Education at Popcorn 
Park on page 11. 
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Joining the Loyal Companion program is the best way 
to support the over 5,000 animals that come through our 
doors each year. By signing up, your monthly gift goes 
directly toward helping pets like Rosemary

Rosemary came to AHS as a stray, emaciated and scared. 
Upon arrival she received medical attention, a stable meal 
schedule, and love from our staff. Over the next few days 
Rosemary started to become comfortable with her new 
human friends, and she has been thriving in a foster home. 

Become a Loyal 
Companion Today

Rosemary

Benji

To become a Loyal Companion, visit ahscares.org, email 
giving@ahsppz.org, or scan the QR code here.

Your gift also helps kittens just like Benji, who came into 
our care with a rubber band so tightly wrapped around his 
neck it was cutting through his skin. Our team jumped into 
action and with some patience and compassion, Benji’s 
wounds healed and, soon after, he found his forever home.
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When this skinny, matted, senior dog came to our 
shelter, we had no idea the impact he would leave on 
our hearts. One of our ACO officers walked in with 
this Shih Tzu who was found as a stray on the streets of 
Newark. As we do with every animal upon intake, our 
Customer Service staff scanned the dog to see if he 
had a microchip. We were able to locate a microchip, 
and immediately called to see if there was an owner. To 
our surprise, not only was the microchip registered with 
an owner, but the chip was flagged as missing over five 
years ago!

The AHS Newark Customer Service Manager called 
the number registered, and to say the owners were 
overjoyed is an understatement. Bandit was stolen 
from their home five years ago, and they’ve been 
searching for him ever since. Unfortunately, whoever 
had Bandit for the last five years neglected to care for 
him. He was severely matted, underweight, and his 
eyes were in poor condition.

Bandit remained under veterinary evaluation with 
AHS until he was stable enough to go home to his 
rightful family. While here at AHS, his family came 
in every single day to visit him and get updates until 
they could take this sweet senior home. Without a 

registered microchip, 
Bandit may have never 
made it home. His 
family is thrilled to have 
him back, living out his 
retirement years with lots 
of love as he deserves.

Is your pet microchipped? Make an 
appointment today at one of our clinics at 
ahscares.org.

Dog Reported Missing Five Years Ago 
Finally Finds His Way Home

After

Before

Bandit Going Home!

The American Humane Association estimates 
1 out of 3 pets will become lost at some point 
in their lifetime.

According to the American Humane 
Association, 10 million dogs and cats are lost 
or stolen in the US every single year.

For microchipped animals that weren’t 
returned to their owners, most of the time 

it was due to incorrect owner information (or 
no owner information) in the microchip registry 
database — don’t forget to register and keep your 
information updated.

A study of more than 7,700 stray animals 
at animal shelters showed dogs without 

microchips were returned to their owners 21.9% 
of the time, whereas microchipped dogs were 
returned to their owners 52.2% of the time. Cats 
without microchips were reunited with 
their owners only 1.8% of the 
time, whereas microchipped 
cats went back home 38.5% 
of the time.  
(Lord et al, JAVMA,  
July 15, 2009)
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May is National Chip Your Pet Month, which 
serves as an important reminder to have your pets 
microchipped, if you haven’t already. There’s no 
denying pets are a part of the family. If something 
were to separate them from you — a yard gate 
is left open, your dog wiggles out of its collar, 
your cat slips out the door — you’d want a way to 
reunite with them. Microchipping is a painless, safe, 
inexpensive, and easy way to exponentially increase 
the chances of your pet being returned to you.

May is National Chip Your Pet Month

A microchip is a permanent pet ID that is 
a radio-frequency identification (RFID) 
implant. It is read by passing a microchip 

scanner over the pet’s shoulder blades. The scanner 
transmits the microchip’s unique ID code and 
positively identifies the pet.

What is a microchip?Q

A

Dog and cat microchipping is a 
simple procedure. A veterinarian 
simply injects a microchip for pets, 

about the size of a grain of rice (12mm), 
beneath the surface of your pet’s skin 
between the shoulder blades. The process 
is similar to a routine vaccination and only 
takes a few seconds. No anesthetic or 
surgery is required.

How is a microchip 
implanted?Q

A

If a pet gets lost and is taken to an animal 
shelter or veterinarian, they will scan the 
microchip to read its unique ID code. This 

number is used to identify the pet and retrieve your 
contact information, which is used to contact you 
and reunite your pet.

How does a microchip  
help reunite lost pets  
with their owners?

Q

A

The microchip will last a lifetime. Since 
there’s no battery or moving parts, there’s 
no maintenance required and nothing to 

keep charged, wear out, or replace. Microchips only 
need to be updated with your current information 
whenever it changes, such as when you move or 
change your phone number. For quality assurance, 
have your vet check it once a year to make sure it is 
still working properly.

How long does a  
microchip last?Q

A



6 Humane News

It’s no surprise the city of Newark has an 
overpopulation of stray cats. Many of the cats 
that come through our doors are friendly and 
adoptable, but there’s only room for so many 
within our shelters.

In January 2022, AHS began building 
relationships with friends in the Northeast, 
where the cat population is very much 
diminished due to strict TNVR practices. 
Northern states like Massachusetts often have 
very few cats up for adoption. All cats that go 
through our transport program are medically 
cleared, spay/neutered, vaccinated, and ready 
to go into their forever homes. A lower cat 
population in our shelter allows for healthier 
animals at our shelter! We are happy to be giving 

these friendly, adoptable cats 
a unique chance to find an 

amazing forever home.

We’re so happy 
to share about 
135 cats have 
made the trip 
to our northern 

rescue friends 
and have found, 

or are in the 
process of finding, 

amazing forever homes 
thanks to your support!

AHS Newark 
Builds Rescue 
Relationships in 
the Northeast

We are happy to be giving 
these friendly, adoptable 
cats a unique chance to find 
an amazing forever home.
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Because of your support, 
senior dogs like Mercedes 
have a chance to enjoy their 
golden years in a loving home!

We’re thrilled to announce that after 
over two years in our care, 11 year old 
Mercedes finally has a home to call her 
own. Mercedes originally came to our 
Newark shelter and after some time 
she made her way down to our Popcorn 
Park shelter for a change of scenery 
and a new chance at finding a home. 
Mercedes recently moved to our Tinton 
Falls shelter, and after only 33 days she 
found her home!

On a quest to find her a family, Tinton 
Falls launched a TikTok campaign and 
she immediately went viral with over 
820,000 views! Followers immediately 
inquired about becoming her sponsor, 
asked how they could donate, and 
helped share her story far and wide. 
We’re so excited to welcome new 
supporters and spread our mission on 
another platform.

Mercedes’ family has been 
keeping our team updated on 
her progress in her new home 
and they just love her to pieces. 
Mercedes has been cuddling 
up on the couch, going for long 
walks on the beach, and just 
absolutely loving her golden 
years in her new home.

After 879 days at AHS, Mercedes has been Adopted!

Your Support in Action
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Patiently Waiting Pets

Freya, an adorable pup is giving you those “adopt me eyes”! This young 
girl has a puppy-like personality where she is excited and zealous! Freya 
takes a bit to get comfortable with new faces and we recommend a slow 
start with her, but when her personality does come through she shines! 
When she’s comfortable with you, Freya is very jovial and energetic. 

Freya does experience some sensitivity to loud sounds which can make 
her fearful and timid. This darling girl would thrive as the only pet in an 
adult-only home. She does well sharing her food, toys, and bones and 
she does great taking treats nice and gently!

Help us find this patiently waiting girl a forever home! Interested in 
learning more? Contact tintonfallsahs@ahsppz.org.

Freya, the 
Goddess of 

Love and 
Beauty

It's Time to Meet Squirt
We know you’ll love her if you do! She’s barely 

3 years old and arrived in April 2021 from a home 
where she was, unfortunately, being picked on by 
many other cats. She doesn’t hold it against anyone 
though, and resides in our roaming area these 
days, happily interacting with her feline friends and 
greeting every visitor that drops by. Squirt is on 
inexpensive medication for allergies, but it’s a small 
price to pay to have this sweet, bubbly, silly little cat 
in your life. She loves people of all ages and would 
bring so much happiness to your home!

Interested in learning more? Contact  
office@ahsppz.org.

Jackson is an adorable 4 year old pooch 
with lots of love to share. Unfortunately, 
this boy has been looked over time and time 
again. Jackson is very shy and reserved when 
people come to meet him. Jackson just 
needs his chance to shine! This good boy is 
dog friendly and would love to join an adult 
only family. Jackson just needs ample time to 
become comfortable enough to let his true 
colors shine! 

Interested in learning more? Contact 
newark@ahsppz.org.

Jackson's  
Ready to  
be Your New BFF
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Associated Humane Societies received an 
investment from national nonprofit Petco 
Love toward the renovation of AHS Newark. 
In our last issue, we announced AHS Newark 
is undergoing a massive shelter renovation 
and adding a public wellness clinic for the 
pets in our community. AHS is so grateful to 
be considered for this gift, and we thank the 
Petco Love Foundation for their generosity.

Petco Love is a national nonprofit leading 
change for pets by harnessing the power of 
love to make communities and pet families 
closer, stronger, and healthier. Since its 
founding in 1999, Petco Love has invested 
$330 million in adoption and other lifesaving 
efforts. And Petco Love helps find loving 
homes for pets in partnership with Petco and 
more than 4,000 organizations — like ours — 
across North America, with 6.5 million pets 
adopted and counting.

AHS Receives 
$50,000 Award 
From the Petco 
Love Foundation 
Toward Newark's 
Renovation

Don’s all for the Dogs!
Don Coltenback has joined the team at AHS as Director of Canine 

Behavior & Training across all three shelters. Don brings 30 years of 
positive reinforcement training experience and has been an asset to the 
dogs in our care. Don’s streamlined evaluation process and implementation 
of specific training protocols for each dog has not only increased adoptions, 
but decreased the length of stay of our canine companions overall. 

“When I was given the opportunity to work at the Associated Humane 
Societies I jumped at the chance. I quickly fell in love with the organization 
and its people. I worked with many teams over the years and never was a 
group so dedicated to their purpose as everyone I came across. We all had 
the same dedication and determination to help our beloved pets get to a 
better place,” says Don. 

AHS is thrilled to have Don on our team, and we look 
forward to being able to provide the absolute best care for 
our dogs.



10 Humane News

Cranberry, Blueberry, and Cobbler came to Popcorn Park in 2017 
after being abandoned in the Whitesbog Historical Village. With the 
assistance of US Fish & Wildlife, the pair were brought to safety 
just two days later. During their medical exams, it was discovered 
Cranberry was shot by an arrow through his front leg and badly 
wounded. Blueberry was pregnant upon arrival, and soon brought the 
piglet Cobbler into the world. 

Baby, mom, and dad are all positively thriving these days, and living 
their berry best life here at our Refuge! 

Sponsor the Berries through our Wildlife Club  
by scanning the QR code, or emailing  
sponsors@ahsppz.org.

10 Humane News

Meet the Berries, 
the three little pigs!

Popcorn Park received the call in 2018 from a family that could 
no longer care for their 6 year old male Capuchin monkey, Charlie. 
Charlie arrived at the Refuge and took some time to acclimate 
to his new living arrangements but soon, he was bonding with 
his caretakers, enjoying his new habitat, and even making some 
monkey-friends, like Pixie, who lives next to him. 

Charlie is loving life these days! He enjoys his favorite blankets and 
stuffed animals, he smiles at familiar faces, and he especially enjoys 
snack time. His favorites are dry pasta and grapes! 

Sponsor Charlie through our Wildlife Club  
by scanning the QR code, or emailing  
sponsors@ahsppz.org.

Meet Charlie, 
a beautiful Capuchin Monkey!

Wildlife Club
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Winnie is a four-year-old kangaroo who is as sweet 
as can be. Unfortunately, since birth Winnie has had 

extensive ocular issues that resulted in blindness. Winnie 
loves her human friends at Popcorn Park, and we can’t wait 

for you to meet her!

Meet Winnie,
our Newest Resident

Meet Popcorn Park's Newest Additions

Popcorn Park Animal Refuge welcomes Danny Mendez 
as the new Director of Education & Community Outreach! 
Danny brings with him exciting new programs for visitors, 
school groups, and more. Danny can be seen making his 
rounds through the Park with our newest Animal Ambassador, 
Cornelius the Corn Snake. We’re thrilled to have Danny on our 
team, be sure to visit him this summer.

Meet Danny Mendez

@PopcornParkZoo

@PopcornParkAnimalRefuge

@PopcornPark
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Humane Heroes

Students at Lanoka Harbor School’s 
Environmental Club held a very special Valentine’s 
Fundraiser for the animals in our care! The goal of 
the Environmental Club is to learn about the plants 
and animals that surround us locally as well as work 
on projects that help nature. The club is comprised 
of third and fourth grade students at Lanoka Harbor 
Elementary School. Great Job Students!

Lanoka Harbor 
School

Ms. Lewars’ 3rd, 4th, and 5th grade classes 
were put to the test to collect donations for our 
Newark Shelter! The students of Park Elementary 
School in Newark wanted a way to help the many 
animals in our care! This class of Humane Heroes 
in Training has left us speechless with an entire 
car-full of donations. We want to thank them so 
much for their time and dedication!

Grayce from Middletown requested 
donations for the shelter instead of 
presents for her birthday! How sweet is 
she! Thank you also to her parents who 
are teaching a wonderful lesson!

Park Elementary 
School Grayce at 

Middletown
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Visit www.ahscares.org/volunteer-with-us 
to find out more!

Volunteers are the heart and soul of 
AHS. Without their time, talents, and 
resources, we would not be able to save 
the lives of over 3,000 animals each year.

Whether you have a free day on the 
weekend or an occasional hour after  
work, there is a place for you at AHS! 
Join us today to help change an animal’s 
life forever.

Volunteer Opportunities
Dog Walking
Cat Socializing
Fostering
Events & Outreach
So much more!

Volunteer With Us!

Pepper’s Healing Journey
On a cold and wet January night, a schnauzer was found by a Good Samaritan 

on the streets of Newark, injured and afraid. She was left in the street after a 
hit and run accident left her with two dislocated hips, two broken hind legs, and 
abrasions covering her body. Named by our Media Coordinator of Newark, Pepper 
was rushed to an emergency vet, where she was given immediate medical attention 
to assess her injuries. Our shelters see countless stories just like Pepper’s. The 
ResqFund is specifically set up to help the animals in our care who are in immediate 
need of medical attention.

After spending two weeks at our veterinary partner, Pepper is finally on the 
mend and healing more and more each day. She has spent the last few months 
recovering in a foster home that’s dedicated to her healing journey. Pepper can 
now stand on her own and take a few steps, and although she’s still relearning how 
to walk, each day her balance and coordination continue to improve.

Our veterinary staff continues to monitor Pepper’s injuries and provide all the 
care and assistance she needs to live a long and happy life. Her foster family 
absolutely adores her and has helped her personality shine tremendously.

To learn more about our ResqFund and how you can help,  
visit ahscares.org or scan the QR code.
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Kitten Season — ‘Tis the Season
The flowers are blooming, the days are longer, and 

Spring has Sprung! With that comes one more thing: 
KITTEN SEASON! There’s nothing quite as adorable 
as tiny kittens, but Kitten Season is a very tough time 
for animal shelters everywhere. From March through 
October, our intake of kittens and pregnant cats 
increases exponentially. We rely on our supporters, 
especially during this season, to help us provide care 
to the hundreds of homeless kittens who will come 
to our shelter in the coming months.

What is Kitten Season?
As winter ends and warm weather arrives, many 

unaltered female cats go into heat. Sixty days later they begin giving birth to litters of kittens. 
Cats can become pregnant several times in a single year, bearing anywhere from four to eight 
kittens per litter. Animal shelters can become easily overwhelmed during kitten season since 
there is typically such a high volume of homeless kittens brought in for admission. These 
kittens are often too young for adoption and require a great deal of care and support.

Foster
If you have ever thought about 

becoming a kitten foster, now is the time! 
We will provide the supplies and training 
you need, you just need to provide the 
TLC the kittens need to thrive. The 
kittens we receive during Kitten Season 
are often too young for adoption. Kittens 
under 8 weeks have an immune system 
that is extremely susceptible to illness in 
a busy shelter environment. Our fosters 
provide the necessary care, support, and 
socialization for our kittens to thrive until 
they can be adopted. Contact us to learn 
more about our foster program!

Donate
Donate much needed supplies to help us get through the 

season. We rely on kitten-specific donations to help us care for 
our kittens during this season. We are always in need of canned 
kitten food, kitten milk replacement (KMR), cat toys, cat 
litter, and towels. View our kitten wish list to donate!

Adopt
Adopting a kitten or cat from us allows us to save even 

more animals! We will have lots of kittens available for 
adoption in the coming months. 

Typically, with so many kittens available, the chances an adult 
cat will find a home drops as they are often overlooked by 
potential adopters. We have so many wonderful cats available 
for adoption who would love to find a home of their own!

How can you help?

Contact us to learn more about how you can help during Kitten Season!
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NewarkNewark’’s First Community Pet Wellness Days First Community Pet Wellness Day
Associated Humane Societies Newark Shelter 

hosted their very first Public Wellness Day for 
the citizens of Newark and their pets on March 
26. Thanks to Merck, People for Animals (PFA), 
and the PetcoLove Foundation, we were able to 
provide free vaccinations and microchips to over 
160 animals in our community. Doors opened at 9 
am and the line was almost immediately wrapped 
around the corner onto Frelinghuysen Avenue.

“The tremendous response to our Community 
Wellness Day further demonstrates the need for 
a permanent veterinary wellness center to serve 

the residents of Newark. Construction of such a 
facility will start in early summer and we expect to 
have it completed in early 2023. In the meantime, 
we will continue to have two additional Community 
Wellness Days later this year,” says Jerry 
Rosenthal, CEO of Associated Humane Societies.

AHS staff and volunteers organized people and 
their pets to swiftly move through the clinic. Shelter 
Veterinarians and Vet Techs worked diligently to be 
sure each and every animal was examined and no 
residents were turned away. The Associated Humane 
Societies is thrilled to be able to provide such a 
needed service to our community and become a 
cornerstone for animal welfare in our city.

Associated Humane Societies is 
breaking ground in late 2022 to open a 
brick-and-mortar wellness clinic at the 
shelter located on Evergreen Avenue. 
For more information on how you can 
help, please contact info@ahsppz.org.

In April 2021 our animal control received a call about a dog tied to a pole at a park in 
Newark. When Officer Circle arrived, he found this scared, emaciated boy starving 
not only for food, but medical attention. He was quickly brought in and examined 
by our veterinarian and was treated for fleas, overgrown nails, and malnutrition. 
Gregory was petrified on his intake and wasn’t quite sure why we were so 
interested in him. With lots of time and patience, we were finally able to show 
this guy what being a dog should be like ... now it’s your turn. 

Gregory arrived at the Tinton Falls facility at the beginning of February and 
has been thriving in this new environment. Our trainers have been working 
with him and have seen nothing but an extremely friendly and loving dog who 
responded wonderfully to basic training. Gregory also loves to smother his friends 
with kisses given the opportunity. His smile speaks for itself!

Shy and Emaciated upon Arrival, 
Gregory's Transformation is Stunning



ESSEX COUNTY BRANCH 
EXECUTIVE OFFICES
124 Evergreen Avenue 
Newark, NJ 07114-2133 
Phone: (973) 824-7080 
Fax: (973) 824-2720 
Email: newark@ahsppz.org

MONMOUTH COUNTY 
BRANCH
2960 Shafto Road 
Tinton Falls, NJ 07753-7608 
Phone: (732) 922-0100 
Fax: (732) 922-4032 
Email: tintonfallsAHS@ahsppz.org

OCEAN COUNTY BRANCH 
& POPCORN PARK REFUGE
Humane Way & Lacey Road 
P.O. Box 43 
Forked River, NJ 08731-0043 
Phone: (609) 693-1900 
Fax: (609) 693-8404
Email: NJHUMANE@ahsppz.org
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Information contained in this publication should 
not be used as the basis of decisions by any reader 
without referring to applicable laws, regulations, 
and/or professional advice. The HUMANE NEWS 
has made every effort to ensure the accuracy of 
materials in this publication but the HUMANE 
NEWS will not be responsible for loss or damages 
caused by errors, omissions, misprints, or 
misinterpretations of the publication contents.

Information filed with the Attorney General 
concerning this charitable solicitation may be 
obtained from the Attorney General of the 
State of New Jersey by calling (973) 504-6215. 
Registration with the Attorney General does 
not imply endorsement. Charitable Registration 
#CH012-6200, Tax Exempt # 221 487122.

45th Anniversary of Popcorn 45th Anniversary of Popcorn 

Park Animal RefugePark Animal Refuge
Join us in September for month 

long celebrations, history, and 
plans to commemorate  
45 years of saving lives  
at Popcorn Park!

Do you know the name of 
the animal at Popcorn Park 
that started it all?

Email your answer to  
info@ahsppz.org to enter to 
win a Popcorn Park swag bag!

Did You KnowDid You KnowDid You KnowDid You Know


