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President’s Message
All chapters grow old.

Strategic chapters grow young….

When talking with our members I often hear a desire for B-CC to reach more young people, and of course some of our best
programs actually do target youth… Scouting, shooting, fishing, camping all come to mind! When new members join B-CC, a
strong majority of them say “I want my kids to have the opportunity to be out-of-doors and learn about nature, about hunt-
ing and fishing, like I did as a kid!” Yet most IWLA chapters, including ours, have a much older median age.

Taking a message from the diocese of my church, we need to:

• Challenge young people (all people!) with our conservation message in ways that inspire them directly,
• Develop young leaders intentionally through natural leadership opportunities,
• Fuel an atmosphere of warmth where everyone feels welcome, and 
• Be the best neighbors possible.

How do we do that? We can strengthen our existing programs and develop new ones. We can take our motto seriously and
welcome young people into the ‘Ike’ way of life, looking for creative ways to do so. We can unlock our leadership by empow-
ering youth to become committee members or even board members of B-CC.

In this way we can fuel a warm community powered by meaningful peer and intergenerational experiences, and build for the
future. We can be the best neighbors possible and equip young people to serve others, both locally and globally.

A shout-out of thanks to Blaine Elkins, Chair of our newly empowered Environmental Committee, and to all of the volunteers
who have agreed to join him in that Committee. The first task of the Committee is to see that the necessary tasks we must do
are completed so the contractor can start the lead reclamation at the shotgun range at the beginning of August. R&P restora-
tion is well underway, following their reclamation project. To complete the trifecta, Archery is ready for spring. We really can
become Izaak Walton’s model chapter!

And speaking of warm communities, it is time for all of us to recommit to B-CC. We are one Chapter. We cannot
expect to survive if we split into quarrelling factions. Every one of our activities is important and brings value and membership
to the Chapter.

I would very much like it if you would just send me a quick, two-word email saying what’s most important to you at BCC! (Like
“fishing, archery” or “shotgun, conservation”). Keeping in mind, I hope, that we are not shooters, or archers, or fishermen and
fisherwomen … we are Ikes!

Lin Tate
President

Spring Chapter Cleanup
is tentatively scheduled for either

Saturday, April 9 or Saturday, April 16
More info to come in the March newsletter and eblast!

Check out our Facebook page!

Izaak Walton League of America 
Bethesda-Chevy Chase Chapter

A Century of Conservation Leadership 

http://www.bcciwla.org
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Board of Governors
Fiscal Year: September 1, 2021 – August 31, 2022

OFFICERS

Lin Schmale-Tate, President
703 517-3675 • lin@tate-tate.us

Walt Allensworth, 1st Vice President
301 221-3594 • twangermd@gmail.com

Shannon Novak, 2nd Vice President
301 785-8461 • snovak516@gmail.com

Bill Brockman, Treasurer
301 652-3978 • bill.brockman@hotmail.com

Meg O’Rourke, Membership Secretary
301 275-5907 (text)
MembershipSecretary.BCC.IWLA@gmail.com

Janet Lamkin, Corresponding Secretary
301 466-6557 • j.lamkin@comcast.net

John Stinson, Recording Secretary
301 325-7454 • ringfort3@gmail.com

BOARD MEMBERS

David Boynton
301 318-3622 • dboynton@mcccourt.com

Brett Davis
240 506-5588 • bdbrettdavis@gmail.com

Victor Kernus
703 447-9845 • vkernus406@gmail.com

Andy Wight
240 205-3982 • andywight1@hotmail.com

Pete Wirth
301 915-6763 • peter_wirth@verizon.net

Ron Marchessault, Past President
202 320-3834 • rmarchessault12@aol.com 

* Indicates Officers and Board Members who were absent from the previous
month’s Board of Governors meeting.

The Izaak Walton League of America – a non-profit conser-
vation organization – is recognized as a Section 501(c)(3)
public charity under the Internal Revenue Code.

Address, phone and email changes should be sent to the
Membership Secretary at the above address.

Submissions to the NEWSLETTER should be sent to:

Janet Lamkin
j.lamkin@comcast.net or

Newsletter.BCC.IWLA@gmail.com
301 466-6557 

Summary of the December 2021
Board of Governors Meeting and the
January 2022 Membership Meeting
John Stinson, Recording Secretary
301 325-7454 ringfort3@gmail.com

Wednesday, December 15, 2021 – Board of Governors
Meeting
• Subsequent to the 1,034th Membership Meeting, the Board

meeting was called to order at 8:40pm. 
• President Lin Tate summarized the proceedings of the

Advanced Planning & Finance Committee meeting of
November 20th, including a unanimous recommendation
of the Committee for the Board to approve purchase of a
Davis weather station.

• The Board resumed discussions of R & P and Shotgun range
restoration and lead reclamation. The Board reviewed the
process and plans to engage the services of an environ-
mental engineer as the first step in preparation for George
Coakley approaching the County permitting department.
Lin Tate requested a list of engineers for consideration. She
will call a meeting to interview three engineers. The next
steps will be:
1. Hiring an engineer with County permitting experience
2. Approaching County permitting
3. Meeting with Mr. Gorski
4. Meeting with easement holders

• Walt Allensworth asked Phil Taylor to get bids on fixing
erosion of the road to the Big Pond and improving the
drainage there.    

NEW BUSINESS   
1. Walt Allensworth made a motion to approve purchase of

the Davis weather station, to include installation and a
wireless service subscription and data service with custom
software for integration of weather data into the Chapter
website, for a cost not to exceed $3800.00. The motion
passed unanimously.

2. Megan O’Rourke made a motion for acceptance of candi-
dates Spencer, Holler, Lauver, and Brown as new Members.
The motion passed unanimously.

TALKS FOR THE GOOD OF THE CHAPTER    
• Phil Taylor noted ongoing generous donations of time and

material to the Chapter by Tad Bodmer of Total
Automotive & Diesel in Poolesville.

The meeting was adjourned at 10:30pm.

Wednesday, January 19, 2022 – 1,035th Membership
Meeting
• Due to renewed County COVID 19 restrictions this meeting

was conducted online. The meeting was called to order at
7:35pm. 

• Treasurer Bill Brockman reported that deposits from
renewals and Land Fund donations are back on track and
are still being processed. 

• Speaker Jim Tate reviewed the Chicago origins of the
League one century ago, on January 14, 1922. See article in
newsletter. 

• Look for a new USGS quadrangle map in the Boardroom. It
confirms the stark differences in development and popula-
tion between the Ag Reserve and the Virginia side of the
Potomac.

• Committee again reports that at least one bear
has torn up beehives and birdfeeders. 

(continued on page 3)

Wildlife
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• Bob Cissel, Legislative Committee apprised the Board of
recent activity relevant to the Chapter. HB 239 would allow
wine and beer production and sales on farms. For example,
Windridge could buy and sell local craft beers. The Ag com-
mittee recommends that pesticide regulation be under the
purview of MD Dept. of Agriculture rather than MD. Dept.
of Environment, as MDA has the expertise and experience.
Bob reviewed Park & Planning’s purchase of the 535-acre
Beverly Farm and noted that reversal of an agricultural
easement sets a precedent. A June primary will set the
stage for expansion of County Council districts and mem-
bership from 9 to 11. 

The meeting was adjourned at 9:40pm.

SUMMARY
(continued from page 2) Conservation Education 

Free Spaghetti Dinner 
with Speaker

Saturday, April 2
Dinner – 6:00 pm; Speaker – 7:00pm

Speaker – Bill Heavey
Andy Wight, Conservation Education Committee Chair

andywight1@hotmail.com

The date of our Conservation Education Dinner has
been moved to Saturday, April 2.  

We are extremely pleased to have Bill Heavey as this
year’s speaker. Bill Heavey is a columnist for Field & Stream
and author of books such as, If You Didn't Bring Jerky,
What Did I Just Eat?; It's Only Slow Food Until You Try to
Eat It: Misadventures of a Suburban Hunter-Gatherer;
You're Not Lost If You Can Still See the Truck: The Further
Adventures of America's Everyman Outdoorsman; and
Should the Tent be burning like that?: A Professional
Amateur’s Guide to the Outdoors. An accomplished story-
teller, he will share his insight, thoughts, and experiences
of life and his interactions with the great outdoors. 

The speaker coupled with the excellent spaghetti dinner
prepared by Mark Gochnour and team promises to be a
Conservation Dinner that you don't want to miss. Help is
needed with the set up, preparation of the spaghetti 
dinner, serving, and cleanup. If you are able to help, 
contact Mark at mgdonutman@gmail.com.

Dinner is free of charge, but reservations are required.
We want to make sure that there is enough spaghetti for
all!!!!

February 2022 
1,036th Monthly

Membership Meeting 
(No Dinner this month)

Wednesday, February 16  
VIA ZOOM

7:30pm

Guest Speaker – Mark Gochnour 

ZOOM DETAILS:

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89119876726?pwd=
QXdldE5BVkp3c1JsR0ZNaEpGRmxKdz09

One-Tap Mobile (Copy / Paste / Dial entire code
into your Mobile Phone)

+13017158592,,89119876726#,,,,*953816# - 
(DC-MD-VA)

or

Dial (301) 715-8592 into the call manually

Meeting ID: 891 1987 6726

Password: 953816

February 2022 Board of
Governors Meeting

Wednesday, February 23 
7:30pm

Archery Range Report
Jack Mandel, Committee Chair
jmandeldesign@gmail.com

Next Committee Zoom Meeting is scheduled for Monday,
February 7 at 7:00pm. Our meetings are open to all members,
always. Simple contact us for a zoom invite. Please join us!

TARGET STANDS
A recent high wind event at the farm destroyed several of

our ancient target houses. We will rebuild all houses from
scratch in late February. Contact us if you’d like to help out.

3-D COURSE 
Trails need a LOT of maintenance. We will be working on

removing dangerous and fallen limbs and trees in the coming
months.

APOLLO ARCHERY
Chuck Thornton is working to procure equipment specifi-

cally tailored to our wounded warrior program, and we will
be hosting veterans and active service member guests when
the daylight hours begin to grow.

If you’d like to be on our mailing list, write us at the email
addresses below:

Contacts:
Jack Mandel jmandeldesign@gmail.com

and Marc Bouchard combat750@gmail.com

To report nuisance, injured or sick wildlife

(Monday - Friday, 8:00am - 4:30pm)

Call Toll-free in Maryland: 1-877-463-6497

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89119876726?pwd=QXdldE5BVkp3c1JsR0ZNaEpGRmxKdz09
mailto:andywight1@hotmail.com
mailto:mgdonutman@gmail.com
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mailto:combat750@gmail.com
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U P C O M I N G  E V E N T S
B-CC IWLA and/or Community

Check the Chapter website for updates!
All dates are tentative and subject to change.

Adopt-A-Road Cleanup
Saturday, February 12

8:15am
Meet at the Chapter Parking Lot

1,036th Monthly Membership Meeting
(no dinner this month)

Guest Speaker – Mark Gochnour
Wednesday, February 16

7:30pm

Board of Governors Meeting
Wednesday, February 23

7:30pm

Wild Game Dinner
Saturday, March 5

6:00pm – 10:00pm
In the Chapter House

1,037th Monthly Membership Meeting
Wednesday, March 16

7:30pm

Board of Governors Meeting
Wednesday, March 23

7:30pm

Black Powder Day at the R&P Range 
Saturday, March 26 
9:00am – 4:00pm

Conservation Education Free Spaghetti Dinner
with Speaker

Saturday, April 2
Guest Speaker – Bill Heavey

Dinner   6:00pm
Speaker   7:000m

Adopt-A-Road Cleanup
Saturday, April 9

8:15am
Meet at the Chapter Parking Lot

Chapter Spring Cleanup
Saturday, April 9 or 16 (TBD)

8:00am to early afternoon
Lunch will be served

Conservation Education Competition
Deer and other ungulates shed their antlers once a year.

The shedding process usually takes between two to three
weeks, but the antlers can fall off in as little as 24-28
hours. Deer shed their antlers between early December
and March and this allows us to have our first
Conservation Education Competition. 

We are looking for the biggest antlers our members can
find on the property. Between now and March 31st, we
encourage our members to visit the Chapter to find the
largest antlers on the property. Please send a picture of
the antler, your name, the date and where you found it.
This is a great opportunity to visit the farm with your
family and explore.

Please send your entries to
Andy Wight

ConservationEd.BCC.IWLA@gmail.com by April 1st

Antler FunAntler Fun
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DINNER SPEAKER
How Much Do You Know About
Blackpowder Shooting?

A special treat for our
February 16 Dinner Meeting!
BCC member Mark Gochnour
will be our Speaker -- Come and
listen to Mark tell about his pas-
sion for blackpowder shooting/
hunting that has spanned most
of his life. He will talk about
how he got interested in muz-
zleloading, which led to this
Chapter having Blackpowder
Day for 10 of the last 11 years.
This event has introduced black-
powder shooting to many and
has enabled others to discover
how to get the most out of their
muzzleloaders. (March 26th is the date for the 2022
Blackpowder Day.)

mailto:ConservationEd.BCC.IWLA@gmail.com


MAY
Sunday, May 1 Montgomery Bird Club’s Annual Spring Walk 7:00am – 12:00 noon
Sunday, May 1 Spring Hunters Education Class 8:00am – 4:00pm

Wednesday, May 4 Apollo Archery at the Archery Range 6:00pm – dark
Saturday, May 14 Chapter House Cleanup 9:00am – 12:00 noon

Wednesday, May 18 1,039th Monthly Membership / Dinner Meeting Dinner begins 6:15pm to 6:30pm
Meeting begins 7:30pm

Wednesday, May 25 Board of Governors Meeting 7:30pm
Friday, May 27 June Newsletter Articles Due – send to j.lamkin@comcast.net By End of Day
Friday, May 27 Scout Wilderness First Aid Training Class – in the Chapter House (setup) 6:00pm – 10:00pm

Saturday, May 28 Scout Wilderness First Aid Training Class – in the Chapter House 7:00am – 9:00pm
Sunday, May 29 Scout Wilderness First Aid Training Class – in the Chapter House 7:00am – 9:00pm

APRIL
Saturday, April 2 Summer Biathlon Practice at the Shotgun Range 7:30am
Saturday, April 2 Conservation Education Free Spaghetti Dinner with speaker (Bill Heavey) Dinner – 6:00pm; Speaker 7:00pm

Wednesday, April 6 Apollo Archery at the Archery Range 6:00pm - dark
Saturday, April 9 Adopt-A-Road – meet at the Chapter House parking lot 8:15am

Thursday, April 14 Cub Scouts 694 Den Meeting 6:30pm – 7:30pm
Saturday, April 9 Spring Chapter Cleanup – tentative date (TBD) 8:00am
Saturday, April 16 Spring Chapter Cleanup – tentative date (TBD) 8:00am
Saturday, April 16 Chapter House Cleanup 9:00am – 12:00 noon

Wednesday, April 20 1,038th Monthly Membership / Dinner Meeting Dinner begins 6:15pm to 6:30pm
Meeting begins 7:30pm

Wednesday, April 27 Board of Governors Meeting – in the Chapter House 7:30pm
Thursday, April 28 Cub Scouts 694 Den Meeting – in the Chapter House 6:30pm – 7:30pm

Friday, April 29 May Newsletter Articles due – send to j.lamkin@comcast.net By End of Day
Saturday, April 30 Spring Hunters Education Class 8:00am – 4:00pm

MARCH
Saturday, March 5 Wild Game Dinner 6:00pm – 10:00pm
Sunday, March 6 R&P Current Range Officer sign up Time TBD
Sunday, March 6 Sporting Clays Fun Shoot 9:00am
Monday, March 7 Cub Scouts 694 Den Meeting 5:00pm – 6:00pm

Thursday, March 10 Cub Scouts 694 Den Meeting 6:00pm – 7:30pm
Saturday, March 12 Chapter House Cleanup 9:00am – 12:00 noon
Saturday, March 12 R&P Range Training 10:00am – 12:00 noon

Wednesday, March 16 1,037th Monthly Membership Meeting 7:30pm
Saturday, March 19 Summer Biathlon Practice at the Shotgun Range 8:00am
Saturday, March 19 R&P Range Training 10:00am – 12:00 noon

Wednesday, March 23 Board of Governors Meeting 7:30pm
Thursday, March 24 Cub Scouts 694 Den Meeting 6:30pm – 7:30pm

Friday, March 25 April Newsletter Articles due – send to j.lamkin@comcast.net By End of Day
Saturday, March 26 Black Powder Day at the R&P Range 9:00am – 4:00pm

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
All dates are tentative and subject to change. Check the website for updates.

FEBRUARY
Sunday, February 6 Shotgun Range Officer Signup – in the Chapter House 9:00am
Sunday, February 6 Annual NAHVDA Banquet – in the Chapter House 11:00am – 8:00pm
Monday, February 7 Archery Range Committee Meeting (Zoom) 7:00pm

Thursday, February 10 Cub Scouts 694 Den Meeting 6:30pm – 7:30 PM
Saturday, February 12 Adopt-A-Road – meet at the Chapter House parking lot 8:15am
Tuesday, February 15 Chapter House Cleanup – CANCELLED 6:00pm – 8:00pm

Wednesday, February 16 1,036th Monthly Membership Meeting – Guest Speaker, Mark Gochnour VIRTUAL –  7:30pm
Thursday, February 17 R&P Range Officer Course VIRTUAL – 7:00pm – 9:00pm
Saturday, February 19 Cub Scout Pack – Pinewood Derby – in the Chapter House 10:00am – 6:00pm
Tuesday, February 22 Cub Scout 694 Den Meeting 5:00pm – 6:00pm

Wednesday, February 23 Board of Governors Meeting 7:30pm
Thursday, February 24 Cub Scout 694 Den Meeting 6:30pm – 7:30pm

Friday, February 25 March Newsletter Articles due – send to j.lamkin@comcast.net By End of Day
Saturday, February 26 R&P Range Officer Course VIRTUAL – 10:00am – 12:00 noon

Monthly Events
Sundays Shotgun Range – Trap, Skeet, and Five-Stand 9:00am – 4:00pm

Mondays BSA Scout Meetings in the Chapter House 7:30pm – 9:00pm
and Shotgun Pavilion

BETHESDA-CHEVY CHASE CHAPTER

mailto:j.lamkin@comcast.net
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mailto:j.lamkin@comcast.net
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Adopt-A-Road 
The B-CC IWLA Adopt-A-Road

team will meet at the Chapter
House at 8:15am for clean-up on
the following dates:    

February 12, 2022 (Saturday)
April 9, 2022 (Saturday)
July 9, 2022 (Saturday)
September 10, 2022 (Saturday)
December 10, 2022 (Saturday)

Trash bags, gloves, and orange
traffic vests will be made available. Please direct any ques-
tions to John Robinson, 301 641-1188.

Hunters Ethics and Oversite Committee
Report
Scott Harmon
301 467-0645 (Cell)

In the 2021-22 hunting season, 157 people registered to
hunt on our farm. Yearly registration to hunt on our property
is required. The reason for this yearly registration is to famil-
iarize and or refresh your knowledge of our rules and bound-
aries. This year was not a good year for our chapter. We had
two separate instances of trespassing on our neighbors’
properties. Both were investigated by DNR and the chapter
Ethics Committee and reviewed by the Chapter Board of
Governors. 

In the first trespass, a hunter was caught by a DNR officer
hunting without written permission and not having hunter’s
orange on. You might ask what this costed our member. The
member lost their hunting privileges for two years on the BCC
farm. DNR fined our member $250 for his violations. 

In the second trespass, a member was videoed on a neigh-
bor’s property and DNR was called by the neighbor and the
chapter was contacted to investigate. This member has the
potential to lose their privilege to hunt for two years and is
under investigation by DNR with a potential fine of $250. 

In both these instances the member had not registered to
hunt which played a big part in losing their privilege to hunt
our farm for multiple years. 

Also, this year, a climbing stick and climbing stand were
left for multiple days on our property in violations of our
rules. These were removed and will be sold at our Father’s Day
auction. If you would like your sticks or stand back, you can
donate $50 to our land fund to retrieve your property. If not,
they will be auctioned off on Father’s Day. 

I just wanted to make a statement about our conservation
farm and hunting. It is one of the best places I have ever hunt-
ed. The game is plentiful and the farm plants our fields espe-
cially for this game. The grass may seem greener on the other
side of the fence, but it is not. There is no need to crowd our
property lines and heaven forbid cross them. I will offer my
help to all who are looking for good places to hunt our farm. 

If you take game from our farm, help us out by registering
your harvest in the notebook that is located outside the front
of chapter house.

Call with any questions, and be safe out there. 

Welcome to the B-CC IWLA Family!!
The following members were inducted in January 2022:

Spencer Anderson 
Interests: Family Picnic / Family Activities; Legislation
(Chapter Affairs & Conservation); Trap, Skeet, Sporting
Clays, 5-Stand Shooting

Morris Brown
Interests: Chapter House & Furnishings Maintenance;
Rifle/Pistol Shooting & Muzzleloading; Trap, Skeet,
Sporting Clays, 5-Stand Shooting

Donald Hollar
Interests: Hunter Safety/ Hunter Education; Rifle/Pistol
Shooting & Muzzleloading; Trap, Skeet, Sporting Clays,
5-Stand Shooting

Mark Lauver
Interests: Rifle/Pistol & Muzzloading; Trap, Skeet,
Sporting Clays, 5-Stand Shooting; Wildlife Management

Apollo Archery 2022 Program
Chuck Thornton

In 2021, we inaugurated the Apollo Archery
program to provide archery instruction and
experiences for current and former members of
the United States Armed Services and their fam-
ilies. We held monthly sessions throughout the
Summer and Fall with increasing participation,

received a grant to acquire equipment, and developed rela-
tionships with therapists at Walter Reed National Military
Medical Center and other veteran support organizations in
the region.

We're excited to kick off Apollo Archery's second season.
To start, over the Winter we purchased new bows, arrows,
and associated equipment. Of course, we can always use
more! If you would like to donate new or used archery equip-
ment to the Apollo program, please send an email to
apolloarchery.bcciwla@gmail.com. We will pay for shipping of
serviceable equipment, as needed.

For 2022, we will host Apollo Archery sessions on the first
Wednesday of each month from April through October. We
will start at 6:00pm and finish when it gets dark.

2022 Dates
April 6; May 4; June 1; July 6; 

August 3; September 7; October 5

If you know of veterans and current Service members in
the Montgomery County, Maryland area, please share this
opportunity with them. There is no fee for participation.

DRIVING ON 
CHAPTER PROPERTY

Privately owned vehicles are to remain on the
main Chapter roads at all times. They are NOT
allowed to drive through the fields or park in open
areas. This includes no vehicle traffic to the back
pond or in the fields unless the vehicle is in use in
conjunction with a project being overseen by a
Chairman or Committee.

mailto:apolloarchery.bcciwla@gmail.com
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B-CC IWLA Wild Game Dinner
Saturday, March 5
6:00pm – 10:00pm

“Share the Tradition”
Appetizers, Potluck Dinner & Door Prizes!

We look forward to seeing you there! 

B-CC IWLA Wild Game Dinner
Saturday, March 5
6:00pm – 10:00pm

“Share the Tradition”
Appetizers, Potluck Dinner & Door Prizes!

We look forward to seeing you there!

The Wild Game Dinner is finally back after
a 2 year hiatus! Come join your fellow 
B-CC IWLA hunters (non-hunters are wel-
come too!) for a night filled with food, fun,
and stories of your hunting adventures!

Please send your hunting photos to 2nd VP,
Shannon Novak at snovak516@gmail.com
and get ready to “Share the Tradition.”

This will be a potluck dinner – bring your
favorite wild game (or other) dish to
share! We will also need salads, vegeta-
bles, sides, and desserts.

Contact Shannon Novak (301 785-8461 /
snovak516@gmail.com) with any ques-
tions.

Black Powder / Muzzleloader Event
Muzzleloading enthusiasts will gather for the annual Black

Powder Clinic and Shooting Match, Saturday, March 26, 2022
from 9:00am – 4:30pm.

Did you receive a blackpowder firearm as a present and
don’t know what to do with it? Are you ready to test your
skills against others in the afternoon shooting match and
compete for prizes? Don’t miss out on this marvelous oppor-
tunity for knowledgeable instruction, loads of fun, and the
unique smell of blackpowder smoke!

Participants will meet at the Rifle & Pistol Range at 9:00am.
Inlines, percussion or flintlock shooters are all welcome. There
will be instruction time for new shooters or those with new
muzzleloaders while “veterans” and more experienced shoot-
ers will sight-in their guns.

Bring the muzzleloader
that you want to shoot or
let Mark Gochnour know
in your email that you
would like to try one out
so he can arrange for a
loaner. Learn directly from
individuals having experi-
ence and knowledge.
(Mark is a certified
NRA/NMLRA Blackpowder

Instructor.) If you have never fired a black powder gun or you
have one you have never used before or are having issues
with one you have forgotten about in the gun safe, come dur-
ing the morning but stay for the shoot! Last year, one shoot-
er used a loaner gun to compete in the shooting match and
turned out to be excellent marksman!

Lunch will be served in
the Chapter House around
12:00 noon with the
shooting competition
beginning at 1:00pm.

Match Participants will
be provided opportunities
to shoot at some unusual
novelty targets again this
year, including last year’s
favorite – The Flopping
Plate. Targets will be shot at a variety of ranges from up close
and out to 100 yards with prizes awarded to individual shoot-
ers. An overall Grand Prize could be a frozen turkey or ham.

Due to safety issues, only muzzleloader
shooting participants will be allowed to
use the Range since the availability of
shooting lanes may be limited. (After the
afternoon shooting match, Range Officers
and their guests may shoot.)

Contact Mark Gochnour at mgdonut-
man@gmail.com for further details, ques-
tions, or to pre-register for the event. It is
important to contact him; especially, if you

are bringing a new gun because you may need extra equip-
ment or gear that you were unaware of and its lack could sab-
otage your experience.

Cost is only $20 for the entire event, which includes lunch
and the shooting match. Any applicable R&P range fees are
extra.

DUE DATE
for the March Newsletter Articles

Friday, February 25
Submit articles to:

j.lamkin@comcast.net
Newsletter.BCCIWLA@gmail.com

mailto:snovak516@gmail.com
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Rifle & Pistol Range Report
Gus Zinsser, Committee Chair
240 750-0979 GusZinsser4@gmail.com

Chris Efdimis, Chief Range Officer
240 372-2258

Winter hours are in effect running from 9:00am to 4:00pm.
The range is now closed to the general membership till

April 2022. 
Current R&P Range Officers can use the range. The range

is open to no more than 3 guests outside of your immediate
family household.

PLEASE REMEMBER
• Put paper in the trash. If the cans are full, please empty

them.
• Keep watch on guests you bring. It is your place to brief

them on the SOP’s.
• Be safe and enjoy the range respectfully.
• All must PICK UP THEIR BRASS!

Current R&P Range Officer sign up will occur on Sunday,
March 6 and Saturday, March 12. An email will be sent to the
ROs with the instructions and dates. 

RANGE OFFICER COURSE
We will be holding part of this class virtual on the follow-

ing dates – Thursday, February 17, 7:00pm-9:00pm and
Saturday, February 26, 10:00am-12:00 noon. There will be
Range Training in March, to those who are taking the class,
on the following dates – Saturday, March 12 and Saturday,
March 19 from 10:00 -12:00 noon. To be eligible to take this
course you must:   

• be current members of the B-CC IWLA Chapter in good
standing who have completed their probationary member-
ship year

• be 21 years of age
• eligible to legally possess a firearm
• be current in all B-CC IWLA Chapter dues

If you are interested in becoming a R&P Range Officer,
please contact Carol at carol2017@aol.com. A list is being
created, and you will be contacted with the class information. 

If you have not completed your probationary year, please
contact Carol anyway. We will be able to create a list for
future classes.

Shotgun Range Report
Warner Parks, Committee Chair
240 620-6942 wparks29@gmail.com

There will be a Shotgun Range Officer Signup for the
upcoming year on Sunday, February 6 at 9:00am in the
Chapter House  (this is not Range Officer Training Class). 

Due to the ammunition shortage, we will no longer be
able to have shells available at the range. Once they become
more available, I will try to obtain some for the use at the
range only. 

Starting in June the Range will be open on certain
Saturdays. Dates will be posted in the newsletter. 

Weather permitting there will be a Sporting Clays Fun
Shoot on Sunday, March 6.

Please pick up your empty shotgun shells and trash when
finished shooting, and keep the range clean and restocked
for the next range officer and shooters. 

All Shotgun Range Equipment is to be used by pre-quali-
fied Shotgun range officers ONLY. If any equipment is mal-
functioning please let Joel or me know.

RANGE OFFICER SCHEDULE
FEBRUARY
Sunday, February 6 Olaf “Pete” Pedersen, Mike Noble
Sunday, February 13 Mark Olcott, Robert Quattlebaum
Sunday, February 20 Andrew Norris, Pat Weixel
Sunday, February 27 James Stables, Brett Davis

MARCH
Sunday, March 6 James Stables, Brett Davis
Sunday, March 13 Christopher Kaine, Olaf “Pete”

Pedersen
Sunday, March 20 Ken Gentzel, David Bixler
Sunday, March 27 Bill Farley

HOURS OF OPERATION 
Sundays 9:00am to 4:00pm Trap, Skeet, Sporting Clays

If you have hunting pictures 
or pictures of nature you 

would like to share 
for a slide show shown 

at the wild game dinner, 
please email them to 

Shannon Novak
snovak516@gmail.com

Wild Game
Dinner Slide

Show Pictures
Needed

If you have hunting pictures 
or pictures of nature you 

would like to share 
for a slide show shown 

at the wild game dinner, 
please email them to 

Shannon Novak
snovak516@gmail.com 

Wild Game
Dinner Slide

Show Pictures
Needed

NOTICE
Meetings and events that need to be added to the website calen-
dar and newsletter calendar should be sent to 1st Vice President
Walt Allensworth, twangermd@gmail.com, and Corresponding
Secretary Janet Lamkin, j.lamkin@comcast.net.

mailto:GusZinsser4@gmail.com
mailto:carol2017@aol.com
mailto:wparks29@gmail.com
mailto:snovak516@gmail.com
mailto:twangermd@gmail.com
mailto:j.lamkin@comcast.net


Participate in the 25th Great Backyard Bird Count organized by the
Cornell Lab of Ornithology, the National Audubon Society, and Birds
Canada. Spend at least 15 minutes a day, on at least one of the four
count days, observing and counting the birds in your back yard, on
your street or in your neighborhood. Go to www.birdcount.org to
learn how to participate using your smart phone and the Merlin or
Audubon app., or your computer. 

Have you noticed robins, chickadees, starlings, woodpeckers or
cardinals in your yard or neighborhood? Here is an opportunity to
count them all for science. Last year over the four-day count more
than 300,000 participants from 190 countries and subregions
counted 6,436 species (out of 10,000 known species world wide).
The annual count helps scientists assess species populations.

Join the fun! Mark your calendar! 
Friday, February 18 through Monday, February 21
Diane Seward, Citizen Science Projects Coordinator

Great Backyard Bird Count – February 18-21, 2022
Celebrating 25 years of coming together to watch, learn about, count, and celebrate birds.
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Bear in the Bees
Robert Mackleer, Jr.
rmackleerjr@gmail.com

On Sunday, December 5, 2021, notifications started arriv-
ing in my email box regarding a bear sighting on the proper-
ty! This was exiting news for sure, but it also got me worried
about my bees! After all, a bear and bees meeting together
usually doesn’t end well for the bees! 

The last time that I had visited the bees on the property in
November, I had to repair damage to a corner post of the
electric fence which protects the bees from bears and skunks,
to name a few of the local neighborhood pests. As a result of
something large pushing the corner post over onto the fence,
the fence charger had shorted out and the battery had been
drained. After making repairs to the fence, I had to leave with
the charger turned off in order for the solar panel to have
time to re-charge the battery.

Now it is December and we have had a confirmed sighting
of a bear and the fence charger is not on! This was why the
news of a bear had got me worried! I quickly emailed back
and asked if anyone was available or nearby to turn on the
fence charger, and had two volunteers, Carol Hulce-Efdimis
and David Mecklenburg! I was happy until the next report
came in that the bear had gotten into the bees already! My
worries were realized and I was looking at the loss of four
colonies of bees in my best bee yard for 2021!

For the beekeeper, getting a colony overwintered success-
fully is critical to having the ability for that colony to poten-
tially make a crop of honey in the Spring. The alternative is to
buy packages of bees from the South in early Spring, and
bring the packages North in time to grow off of the Spring
Locust and Tulip Poplar tree blooms in March and April. These
packages don’t usually make enough honey to be called a
crop, but rather use the nectar to grow and become strong
for winter. It is the following year that these overwintered
colonies are ready to really produce a CROP of honey!
Assuming a lot of other things in Nature and with Humans all
align correctly and assuming that a BEAR doesn’t come along!

A bear will use the strength of its body and arms to dis-
lodge and crush the bee’s wooden boxes in order to scatter

the bees and created chaos while the bear will then be able
to eat what it wants. Sometimes the beekeeper will find that
bear will smash the boxes over and down a hillside in order to
separate out each box from each other. It can then eat at will
with minimal interference from the bees.

For me, I now have to start the process of reporting the
bear damage to the MD Natural Resources Police, and then
work with them to get some reimbursement if available. Then
I will have to make plans to allocate funds for buying more
bees this Spring and getting the bees brought up North!
Maybe I can get my wife to give me the money for a vacation
in Florida, and on the way back, stop in Georgia and load up
the family van with bees for the return trip! I wonder if she
will approve the money and the traveling companions? 
I wonder!
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2021 Ponds & Streams Activities Report
John Novak, Co-chair, Ponds & Streams Committee
novakgang4@comcast.net

Even with Covid -19 still around, the Ponds & Streams
Committee remained quite active this year with outdoor
events and projects. The following summarizes what we
accomplished during 2021.

March. Brian Kelly, a chapter member donated 3+ tons of
pea gravel provided by his company for spawning beds in
both the small and big ponds. Over 2 tons were taken down
to the big pond by Phil Taylor, Pete Wirth, and John Novak.
About one ton was taken to the small pond. Eight 10-foot
spawning sites were flagged at the small pond while 12 sites
were flagged down at the big pond. A big thanks to Brian for
this pea gravel donation, which will significantly contribute to
meeting the fish management goals for the ponds. Also, a big
thanks to Phil for transporting the pea gravel to both ponds.

April and May. An online fishing log was implemented for
big pond anglers as a voluntary option for entering catch
data in the logbook at the kiosk at the big pond. The site for
accessing this online fishing log is https://tinyurl.com/BCCfishlog.
During Spring Cleanup on April 17th, 18 volunteers helped
with Ponds & Streams projects. Two teams were formed – one
team each for the small pond and big pond. At the small
pond, the team placed pea gravel for eight spawning beds,
removed rocks blocking the water outlet pipe, installed the
turtle platform, and cut tall grass and brush along the shore
in front of the log cabin. A new and improved skimmer was
used on the small pond to remove the floating mats of algae
with some success. The big pond team placed spawning grav-
el at the previously flagged 12 sites, installed two turtle plat-
forms, cut brush and multiflora rose near the shelter and
along the shoreline, and attempted to sink two Christmas
tree fish attractors. These attractors needed more weight, so
on a later date Ponds & Streams member Dan Dutton added
more weights to the trees and was able to successfully sink
them in the pond. On May 17th Solitude Lake Management,
an environmental contractor, conducted an electrofishing
study at the big pond with the assistance of Ponds & Streams
members. This study was a follow up to the previous elec-
trofishing study conducted at the big pond in 2018. The 2021
study found an over-abundance of largemouth bass 8” to 12”
and recommended that these sized bass be removed to
enhance the quality of the largemouth bass fishery. Other rec-
ommendations from the study included installing an auto-
mated fish feeder, placing habitat structures throughout the
pond, stocking golden shiners as supplemental forage, and
planting shoreline vegetation.

June and July. During the first half of June, tall grass and
multiflora rose were cut around both ponds. At the big pond,
shoreline vegetation was cut to provide participants multisite
shoreline access for the Father’s Day fishing derby, which
occurred on June 20th. This fishing derby was a first for the
chapter in recent years and was a great success. All partici-
pants caught at least one fish. Derby prizes were awarded for
the largest (total length) fish caught by an adult and a youth
as well for the second and third largest fish and the most fish
caught. Ten adults and 11 youths registered for this event. In
June, signs were put up in the big pond shelter to advise
anglers to not return 8” to 12” largemouth bass to the pond,
as recommended by the May electrofishing study. Per
Maryland Department of Natural Resources regulations, fish
in this size range cannot be taken off chapter property but
can either be disposed of on the property or released into the
small pond. Measuring boards were provided at the big pond
shelter for anglers to measure the length of their catch of
largemouth bass. On July 18th, Pete Wirth and John Novak
installed a solar-powered, automated fish feeder at the big
pond, as recommended by the May electrofishing study. The
feeder was set to operate daily in the morning and provided
sufficient food for the fish so that weekly hand feeding is no
longer necessary. A heavy bloom of blue green algae

appeared in late July on the surface of the big pond prompt-
ing an issuance of an advisory to the membership to avoid
contact with big pond water. Importantly, dog owners were
advised to keep their dogs out of the pond, as blue green
algae is toxic to dogs if swallowed. This bloom lasted until the
end of August when the water contact advisory was lifted.

August and September. On August 15th, most of the sur-
face algae mats on the small pond had disappeared, but the
water was brown. The cause of these blooms has not been
determined. On August 28th, Dan Dutton and John Novak
seined the big pond at four sites to capture small bass to get
an idea of spawning success. While no bass were caught,
about 70 bluegill fry/fingerlings were seined and returned to
the big pond indicating a successful bluegill spawning. On
September 25th, a fly-casting class was held for chapter mem-
bers and guests. There were six participants. The class instruc-
tors, chapter members Carl Zmola and Patrick O’Hare showed
participants a variety of fly rods and flies designed for trout,
bass, and rockfish and provided a list of fishing streams in
Pennsylvania, Maryland, and Virginia. After fly casting
instructions were given at the chapter house grounds, the
class moved down to the big pond for actual fly fishing where
everyone caught at least one fish.

October and November. On October 1st, Solitude Lake
Management conducted electrofishing at the big pond to
remove largemouth bass in the 8” to 12” range as recom-
mended in the May electrofishing study report. Previous
attempts to get big pond anglers to remove bass in this size
range were unsuccessful although requests had been printed
in the newsletter and on signs at the big pond shelter. Ponds
and Streams Committee members participated as netters to
assist in the electrofishing project. A total of 88 largemouth
bass were removed. Some were transplanted to the small
pond and the rest dumped in nearby woods where they were
consumed by wildlife within two days. It is anticipated that
removing 8” to 12” bass will reduce competition for food
thereby allowing the bass larger than 12” to grow bigger and
the smaller bass to fill the gap left by the removal of 8” to 12”
bass. On the October 2nd fall cleanup day, several Ponds &
Streams projects were completed. We were able to remove
turtle platforms and clean life rings at both ponds, transplant
four rose mallow bushes from the big pond to the small pond,
and cut tall weeds and multiflora rose at the upper end of the
big pond. On October 5th, Solitude Lake Management
stocked 125 pounds of golden shiners in the big pond as sup-
plemental forage, which was recommended in the May elec-
trofishing study report. On October 9th, minnow traps were
set at eight sites in the big pond. A total of 214 bluegill
fry/fingerlings were captured indicating two successful
spawning events. These fish were transported to the small
pond. As part of the fall family campout on October 16th, a
kids’ fishing event was held at the small pond. Eight kids,
most under 12 years old, participated. An estimated 20-25
fish, mostly bluegills, were caught and released. Two 15”
largemouth and four 4”-5” largemouth bass were caught and
released. The rainy afternoon did not deter anyone from hav-
ing a great time. In early November, the automated fish feed-
er at the big pond was shut down for the winter, and the food
pellets, battery, and solar panel were removed. This feeder
will be placed back in operation in March/April. 

Throughout 2021, the Ponds & Streams Committee con-
ducted four Save Our Streams monitoring events on local
streams, one in each season, which included not only count-
ing and identifying aquatic macroinvertebrates but also con-
ducting water chemistry analysis. Dominic d’Ambrosi was the
lead on this effort but is unable to continue in this capacity
because he has moved out of the area. Dan Dutton has gra-
ciously offered to assume the lead. Ponds and Streams appre-
ciates the great work of Dominic over the past several years
and Dan’s willingness to take over the job! Many thanks to
those Ponds & Steams members and new chapter members
for helping to successfully complete the above projects during
2021. Again, a big thanks to Kevin King for maintaining the
aerators in both ponds.

10 February 2022
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IWLA Centennial Year
On 14 January 1922, more than one hundred people
crowded into a smoke-filled meeting room in the
Blackstone, a downtown Chicago hotel. The crowd
included men as well as women; businessmen, trades-
men, and laborers, as well as elected officials and
government employees. All were outdoors oriented
people- hunters and fishermen, hikers and explorers.
All were concerned about the badly degraded state of
our Nation’s fish, wildlife, fields and streams. Fifty-four
of the attendees went on to form a new, hands on,
activist, conservation group, the Izaak Walton League
of America.

On January 14th, 2022 the Izaak Walton League of
America held a virtual celebration of the start of our
Centennial Year with the first showing of this video:
https://youtu.be/ZSKkv5UNFvw.

The January Newsletter of the Bethesda-Chevy Chase
Chapter of the IWLA featured the League’s
Centennial logo, and our Chapter President kicked off
our Chapter’s celebration of the Centennial Year of the
Izaak Walton League of America with the following
words...

During the remaining eight months of this B-CC fis-
cal year we have an opportunity to join together in
programs and budget for our participation and
leadership in the 2022 IWLA Centennial Year. Our
inspirational and far-sighted members have an
opportunity and responsibility to focus on the future.
“Life can only be understood backwards; but it must
be lived forwards.”

-Lin Schmale-Tate (more)

She continued; “Now is the time to celebrate IWLA’s
first100 years! In addition to keeping the Centennial
logo on the masthead, we will establish a B-CC
Centennial Committee to celebrate the past. To be an
active part of it, contact Walt Allensworth or Jim Tate.”

And, in 2035 (thirteen years) we will celebrate the
first 100 years of the Bethesda-Chevy Chase Chapter
of the Izaak Walton League of America. Let’s do some
IWLA and B-CC IWLA Centennial Planning! Please
join the committee and share your thoughts.
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Winter Stream Monitoring
Dan Dutton, Ponds & Streams Committee
mr.dutton.cbgs@gmail.com

To wrap up 2021,
members of the Ponds
and Streams committee
conducted our winter
Save Our Streams moni-
toring session on Hookers
Branch, a tributary of
Great Seneca Creek. The
chemical water quality of
the stream was rated as
excellent, and the biolog-
ical quality was rated as
good. The last time this
site was sampled, it was
rated as poor for biologi-
cal quality. This under-
scores the need for con-
tinuing to monitor at the
same sites to track long
term changes. It's always
surprising to see how the
organisms we caught change throughout the year. The last
time we sampled this site, in the spring of 2021, stonefly larvae

(or nymphs for you fly anglers)
dominated the sample. This
winter sample also contained a
large number of stonefly lar-
vae, but also included many
other types of aquatic organ-
isms. Hopefully this site will
continue to show good biolog-
ical health.

For 2022 we plan to add a
few sampling locations to our rotation of sites so we can fol-
low the health of several streams near the conservation farm.
If you are interested in seeing what is crawling among the rocks
of our local streams, learning more about aquatic ecology, see-
ing what local fishes are eating, and earning some volunteer
hours please email Dan Dutton (mr.dutton.cbgs@gmail.com) for
more information about future events.

PHOTOS BY SUZANNE NOVAK A Century of Conservation Leadership 

https://youtu.be/ZSKkv5UNFvw
mailto:mr.dutton.cbgs@gmail.com
mailto:mr.dutton.cbgs@gmail.com
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Farm Committee Report
The cold wintery month of January is the time of year that

the farm committee can kick back in front of a roaring fire
and reflect on the results of last season’s plantings in the
fields. We were very pleased with this past growing season.
We learned a lot this past year, and like every growing season,
the lessons learned will help us in our future plantings. We
encountered difficulties during the 2021 growing season,
issues like seed populations at planting, soil temperature that
effected germination, and weed problems. The challenges we
faced were very valuable learning opportunities that will help
us when planting the fields in the future. The cold winter
months are also a time for planning and we have started to
come up with our plan for the 2022 Spring planting. More to
come on that in future Farm Reports.

On a particularly brisk Saturday afternoon, we toured our
fields to see how the Fall/Winter crops were doing. We were
happy to see that the fields looked great. The corn in the B4
field that we planted Winter Rye into in November was serv-
ing its purpose. As we made our way through the B4, we
flushed a huge bevy of dove feeding on the corn and there
was plenty of sign showing the deer were enjoying it also. It

roller-crimper, a farm-
ing tool used to termi-
nate crops to reduce
the use of herbicides.
The meeting was a
success. We had 35
people attend either
in person or on the
Zoom call. Steve spoke
on soil health, farmer/
land owner relation-
ship, and the direction
farming was headed.
He spoke on the many
benefits that cover
crops have on the
environment and con-
servation.

The highlight of the
meeting was a visit to
our fields with Steve.
Those who braved the cold walked down to our field planted
in cover crops to hear Steve’s expert opinion on the state of
our fields and the progress we’ve made on soil health. Steve
plunged a shovel into the soil, turned it over, and explained

was great to see the winter rye growing very well that was
planted into the standing corn. We planted it a little late in
the season because we had to wait for the corn to dry down.
Planting too early before the corn had dried could have
resulted in the corn molding when pushed to the ground. It
was great to see that the farm fields are providing an abun-
dance of food and habitat for the wildlife.

The winter months are also a time when farmers learn and
share information with other farmers and with agriculture
experts. The Farm Committee attends seminars and meetings
to learn about soil health, the latest in equipment and tech-
niques, and the direction farming is going. We were very
excited to host a soil health seminar at the chapter. The
speaker was Steve Groff a 3rd generation farmer from
Lancaster, PA who has been using soil health practices for
nearly 40 years. His efforts have gotten noticed as Steve has
spoken all over the U.S. and Canada and in 13 other countries.
He started a cover crop coach webinar series that the chap-
ter’s Farm Committee Chairman was a member of that
allowed him to learn from Steve and farmers all over the
world on soil health and cover crops. Steve and Dr. Ray Weil
worked together to create the tillage radish our favorite
tillage tool on the farm. Steve introduced the U.S. to the

what was going on in our soil. Our soil was alive. The worms
were just inches below the soil hard at work. Steve showed us
mycorrhizal fungi and explained its crucial rule that it plays in
healthy soils. He pointed out nitrogen nodules on the roots of
the Hairy Vetch planted in the field. We all got to smell what
healthy soil smelled like according to Steve. The fact that he
was impressed with our soil health in the fields and the direc-
tion the farm committee was heading in the future was very
rewarding to us and our efforts. I want to thank all of those
who attended the meeting and those who helped make it
possible. We hope to have many educational functions like
this in the future.
PHOTOS BY CHRIS DELANEY

Sporting Clays Fun Shoot 
at the Shotgun Range

Sunday, March 6
9:00am
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