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President’s Message
Heritage is defined as practices or traditions passed down from generation to generation; it can also be property passed down
through the years. In the case of Izaak Walton League, B-CC, we tend to pass along all of the above.

We’ve been part of the annual celebration of Heritage Days in Montgomery County for years, and the phenomenal success
that we all experienced on the farm last weekend had everything to do with our members’ willingness to share our tradi-
tions, our values and our property with anyone that decided to pay us a visit. We had the largest visitor turnout and volun-
teer effort ever, and Andy Wight’s remarkable organizational efforts were evident at every corner of our farm.

It would not feel like Heritage Days if you were not greeted by Ernie Smith, grinning ear to ear atop the John Deere. He loaded
hay bales for seating in the wagon early morning and loaded many happy passengers all weekend long.

First Stop on Ernie’s Hayride was the Chapter House. Folks waiting for a ride became fascinated with the Archery Range over-
looking the meadow, set up by Dave Drazen, John Gorla, Craig Campbell and Sean Ivusic. Many learned to shoot, and bal-
loon targets popping were heard all day, all weekend- some giggles too.

Second Stop, the Big Pond. Thanks to John Novak, Frank Parker, Pete Wirth and the rest of his Pond and Streams Committee,
there were droves of young people fishing (and catching fish!) for their first time ever. Many passengers on the wagon got
off to fish and walked back through the Cathedral of Pines or waited for Ernie to return later.

From the wagon, Ernie took riders past sunflower fields planted with care by Phil Taylor just beginning to show their colors.
They were shown acres of reforested land covered with young trees planted by Butch Mezick and his crews.

Ernie took his passengers past the bird houses tended by Diane Seward, Teresa Zmola, and Larry Anderson, and the birds put
on quite a show.

Past the ducks, past the barn, past the R&P ranges, down the hill and around the Small Pond, Ernie stopped at the Civil and
Revolutionary War Campsites erected by Mark Gochnour, Larry and Daniel Hess. Mark, looking eerily like the Compleat Angler,
demonstrated fishing with his homemade tackle.

Here, many guests debarked and participated in screening soil for archaeological finds with Don Perino and his crew at the
Log Cabin; some helped stoke a coal fire with Ben Davies, who demonstrated how to shape steel using an antique forge.

Then Ernie brought the wagon back up to the Chapter House where Christine Peterson, Tucker Mostrom, and the rest of the
kitchen crew had prepared the perfect picnic fare for our somewhat hay-covered guests.

Bob Pavlick was a cheerful greeter; he signed in guests and directed them to the myriad points of interest. The room was filled
with fantastic displays: live aquatic invertebrates, moths and butterflies, dozens of pelts, bones and footprints from regional
wildlife, as well as an incredible array of flies tied by our own, Vic Ezerski. John and Suzanne Novak showed their many dis-
plays with Frank Parker guiding the young conservationists around the room.

Together we showed our farm in its best light and created lasting memories for many families, and, most importantly, young
people.

As the sun began to slip below the West Woods canopy, Ernie took the green machine back to the shed, unloaded the hay
and chocked the wheels, ready to enjoy a well-earned stogie. Ernie’s wagon route may have been under 2 miles, but the smiles
generated could stretch around Montgomery County a dozen times.

Thanks to the close to 40 members who helped exemplify our heritage so beautifully.

Jack Mandel, President B-CC IWLA (Cell) 202 487-8440
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Board of Governors
Fiscal Year: September 1, 2018 – August 31, 2019

OFFICERS

Jack Mandel, President
202 487-8440 • jmandeldesign@gmail.com

Jeff Seaman, 1st Vice President
301 775-4973 • jeff_seaman@hotmail.com

Ron Marchessault, 2nd Vice President
202 320-3834 • rmarche12@comcast.net

Tucker Mostrom, Membership Secretary
301 252-8825 • MembershipSecretary.BCC.IWLA@gmail.com

Janet Lamkin, Corresponding Secretary
301 466-6557 • j.lamkin@comcast.net

Mark Gochnour, Recording Secretary
301 642-3565 • mgdonutman@gmail.com

BOARD MEMBERS

Walt Allensworth
301 221-3594 • twangermd@gmail.com

Shannon Novak
301 785-8461 • snovak516@gmail.com

Jack Shaw
301 340-1624 • jshaw110@verizon.net

Joe Snider
240 876-4917 • joesnider2006@gmail.com

David Waterman
816 812-5763 Cell • seandavid@me.com

Jim Tate, Past President
202 841-2056 • jim@tate-tate.us 

* Indicates Officers and Board Members who were absent from the previous
month’s Board of Governors meeting.

The Izaak Walton League of America – a non-profit conser-
vation organization – is recognized as a Section 501(c)(3)
public charity under the Internal Revenue Code.

Address, phone and email changes should be sent to the
Membership Secretary at the above address.

Submissions to the NEWSLETTER should be sent to:

Janet Lamkin
j.lamkin@comcast.net or

Newsletter.BCC.IWLA@gmail.com
301 466-6557 

Summary of the June 2019
Dinner Meeting and May 2019
Board of Governors Meeting
Mark Gochnour, Recording Secretary
301 642-3565 mgdonutman@gmail.com

June 19, 2019 Monthly Membership Dinner Meeting  
• The 1004th consecutive monthly dinner meeting was called

to order at 7:25pm.
• David Waterman was voted in by the chapter members and

installed as a Board Member.
• The updated slate for the chapter for 2019-2020 were intro-

duced and approved by the Chapter Members – Jeff
Seaman, President; Ron Marchessault – 1st Vice President;
Lin Tate – 2nd Vice President; Joe Trotter – Recording
Secretary; Tucker Mostrom – Membership Secretary; Janet
Lamkin – Corresponding Secretary; Past President – Jack
Mandel; Board of Governors – Walt Allensworth, David
Boynton, Shannon Novak, Jack Shaw, and David Waterman.
Treasurer position is vacant and interested individuals
should contact Scott Harmon and talk to Ron Marchessault
about what the position entails. New Officers and Board of
Governors will be sworn in at the August Meeting. 

• 4 new members were inducted into the Chapter. 
• Guest Speaker: Tracy Waterman, Chapter Member and

member of the Montgomery County Beekeepers Associa-
tion. She spoke about honeybees – habits, anatomy, biology,
sex roles, environmental impact, dangers, and their vital
importance to our lives as pollinators. For more information
about honeybees, go to https://montgomerycounty
beekeepers.com.  Classes on becoming a beekeeper will be
held in the fall at the chapter.

• Jack Mandel commended Shannon Novak for her work on
the new website and is very encouraged about how the
new website looks.

• The Maryland State IWLA Division Annual Meeting was
held on June 8 at the Chapter House. Scott Harmon will be
the Recording Secretary for the Division.  Bill Gordon is a
national director for the Wildlife Achievement Chapter.
Bob Pavlick is our national director. 

TALKS FOR THE GOOD OF THE CHAPTER
• Volunteers are needed for the Montgomery County Fair,

which runs from August 9-17. See the newsletter for
specifics.

• Bill Cissel – There is an effort to increase hunting opportu-
nities to push for additional week for shotgun in December
and an extra week in February for archery. Discussions are
going on with the representatives in Annapolis.

• Motion to Adjourn was seconded and approved by accla-
mation at 9:02pm. 

May 22, 2019 Board of Governors Meeting
• Chapter President Jack Mandel called the meeting to order

at 7:28pm.
• All chapter officers, the Past President, and all Board mem-

bers were in attendance.
• Bob Pavlick, R. J. Schissell, Warner Parks, Lin Tate, Bill

Brockman, Thoran Menser, Joe Trotter, John Novak, Scott
Harmon, and Bill Gordon members in good standing
attended.

• Jack Mandel expressed how pleased he was with the Global
Ecology Awards Program held on May 20. and how proud
he was to be a member of this chapter while at the

(continued on page 3)



• Ron moved that we transfer to the Legacy Foundation
$22,800 received from Land Fund Donations in our Land
Fund Campaign this year – seconded and approved.

• Ron Marchessault moved that we approve using CapEx
funds to complete the R&P floor project in the sum of
$3,850 – seconded and approved.

• Ron Marchessault moved that we fund through the CapEx
$3,700 to complete the R&P Berm Maintenance Project –
seconded and approved. 

• Ron Marchessault moved that we fund through CapEx
$22,500 for the trap and skeet field projects at the Shotgun
Range – seconded and approved.

• Ron Marchessault moved that use Management Reserve
Funds not to exceed $1,400 to purchase a new computer,
software, and other devices for the Treasurer’s use –
seconded and approved.

• Motion to accept six membership applications – seconded
and approved.

• Motion by Mark Gochnour to nominate David Waterman as
a Board Member – seconded and approved. This will need
to be approved by the membership at the June Dinner
Meeting.

TALKS FOR THE GOOD OF THE CHAPTER
• Bob Pavlick expressed that we need to promote member-

ship and suggested that we encourage members to bring
prospective members to the chapter and reward them by
reducing their dues. Tucker Mostrom and Bob will work out
how this can be implemented.

• Meeting adjourned at 9:55pm.
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ceremony. He noted how smart this group of high school
students were and how worthy they were to receive the
awards. He commended the members of the committee-
Andy Wight, George Coakley, Frank Parker, and Mark
Gochnour for their work in judging the students’ projects
and for the ceremony and Tucker Mostrom for providing
food and setting up the chapter house for the event. 

• Jim Tate and Bill Gordon – Archives Committee submitted A
Guide to the Archives of the Bethesda-Chevy Chase Chapter
of the Izaak Walton League of America. This guide is
designed to provide information on a variety of historical
events in the chapter’s history. Any member can add to the
documents and information appearing in it. Obtaining a
safety deposit box to secure important items is being inves-
tigated.

• Thoran Menser presented a proposal to have a cement pad
put on the pistol side of the R&P Range. Maintenance will
also be done to the area in front of the 100-yard berm by
backfilling the berm.

• Warner Parks presented a proposal to redo the trap and
skeet fields at the Shotgun Range with 16 and 27-yard pads.
36” wide walkways will be installed. The Shotgun Range
will be unavailable during the project and members will be
informed when construction occurs.

• John Novak planted 50 button bushes around the small
pond. They will provide food source for ducks and perching
sights for birds and dragonflies. 

• Fishing during the Spring Family Campout was very success-
ful. On Saturday afternoon all the kids caught fish. Over 70
bluegills were caught and released; one child caught a 15-
inch largemouth bass.  

• When the weather gets warmer, a scuba diver will check
the Big Pond dam for damage or potential problems.

• There was a leak on the Chapter House roof. The whole
roof, which is over 20 years old, will be evaluated. 

• Four chapter members took and passed the ServSafe class
for food serve managers. Each member is now licensed in
Montgomery County allowing them to oversee the prepa-
ration, cooking, serving, and cleanup for meals fixed at the
chapter. 

• Jim Tate noted the chapter property is an excellent place
for bird counts. The structure and understory in our wood-
lands contributes to this success. Jim and Larry Anderson
attribute this to hunters who assist in keeping the number
of deer down which limits browsing impact. Our woods are
in great shape due to the work by Butch Mezick, Joe Snider,
and other chapter members.  

• Bill Brockman spoke about his work in promoting volunteer
opportunities in the Newsletter. Bill has done so for the past
15 years.

• Brett Davis is the new Photography Committee Chair.

ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION (Leading to a Motion)
• Mark Gochnour noted that the trees block the light at the

sheds and barns by the parking lot. This is a security and
safety issue. Additionally, it is hard to see to haul bins to the
trash and recycling dumpsters.

• It was noted how important it is that Board Members and
other members introduce themselves to prospective mem-
bers, welcoming them and use this as an opportunity to
make them aware of chapter activities. 

NEW BUSINESS (Motions from the meeting floor)
• Ron Marchessault moved that we transfer $51,1242 to the

Legacy Foundation received from the Montgomery County
Forest Mitigation Board – seconded and approved.

SUMMARY
(continued from page 2)

U P C O M I N G  E V E N T S
for B-CC IWLA and Community

Tuesday Sporting Clays 
Every Tuesday through September

3:00pm – 6:00pm

Summer Biatholon Practice
Saturday, July 13 and 27

7:30am

Chapter Monthly Dinner Meeting
Wednesday, July 17

6:30pm

Fall Hunter Safety Classroom Course
Saturday, September 7 and Sunday, September 8

Register at www.register-ed.com

Friction Fire Class
Saturday, October 5
10:00am – 3:00pm
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MEMBERSHIP DINNER MEETING

The 1,005th dinner meeting will be held on
Wednesday, July 17 at the B-CC IWLA Chapter
House. Dinner will be served beginning around
6:15pm. All members and guests are invited. 

Appetizers will be available before dinner. Dinner
this month will include Pitt Roasted Chicken,
Baked Beans, Cole Slaw, Potato Salad, Rolls,
Lemonade, and Dessert.

BOARD OF GOVERNORS MEETING

The Board of Governors meeting will be held at the
B-CC IWLA Chapter House on Wednesday, July
24. Board members are expected to attend.

Adopt-A-Road Cleanup Schedule 
The B-CC IWLA Adopt-A-Road team will meet at the

Chapter House at 8:00am for
cleanup on the following dates:

• Saturday, July 13
• Saturday, September 14

Litter bags, gloves, and orange
traffic vests will be made avail-
able for participants. If you would
like to participate or have ques-
tions concerning the upcoming
road cleanups, contact John
Robinson – 301 641-1188.

Montgomery County Ag Fair Booth
We are looking for volunteers to

help work the booth at this year’s
Montgomery County Agricultural
Fair. The fair starts on August 9 and
runs through August 17. We are look-
ing for volunteers to work the 6-hour
shifts. The early shift runs 10:00am to

4:00pm and the late shift 4:00pm to 10:00pm. Volunteers get
free admission and a parking pass. It’s a great way to earn
your volunteer hours, as well as an opportunity to promote
our organization and educate the community about our
mission. I’m also looking for any promotional material about
the chapter and our activities that can be displayed or hand-
ed out at the booth. Please contact Steve Poss (301 332-5259)
bandsposs@gmail.com if you have any questions, or Bill
Leaman with the Rockville Chapter to schedule a time slot
(240 888-7600).

Two hours a week is key dose of nature
for health and wellbeing  

Spending at least two hours a week in nature may be a cru-
cial threshold for promoting health and wellbeing, according
to a new large-scale study.

Research led by the University of Exeter, published in
Scientific Reports and funded by NIHR, found that people
who spend at least 120 minutes in nature a week are signifi-
cantly more likely to report good health and higher psycho-
logical wellbeing than those who don’t visit nature at all dur-
ing an average week. However, no such benefits were found
for people who visited natural settings such as town parks,
woodlands, country parks and beaches for less than 120 min-
utes a week.

The study used data from nearly 20,000 people in England
and found that it didn’t matter whether the 120 minutes was
achieved in a single visit or over several shorter visits. It also
found the 120-minute threshold applied to both men and
women, to older and younger adults, across different occupa-
tional and ethnic groups, among those living in both rich and
poor areas, and even among people with long term illnesses
or disabilities.

Dr. Mat White, of the University of Exeter Medical School,
who led the study, said: “It’s well known that getting out-
doors in nature can be good for people’s health and wellbe-
ing but until now we’ve not been able to say how much is
enough. The majority of nature visits in this research took
place within just two miles of home so even visiting local
urban greenspaces seems to be a good thing. Two hours a
week is hopefully a realistic target for many people, especial-
ly given that it can be spread over an entire week to get the
benefit.”

There is growing evidence that merely living in a greener
neighborhood can be good for health, for instance by reduc-
ing air pollution. The data for the current research came from
Natural England’s Monitor of Engagement with the Natural
Environment Survey, the world’s largest study collecting data
on people’s weekly contact with the natural world.

Co-author of the research, Professor Terry Hartig of
Uppsala University in Sweden said: “There are many reasons
why spending time in nature may be good for health and
wellbeing, including getting perspective on life circum-
stances, reducing stress, and enjoying quality time with
friends and family. The current findings offer valuable sup-
port to health practitioners in making recommendations
about spending time in nature to promote basic health and
wellbeing, similar to guidelines for weekly physical.”

1 [reprinted from: University of Exeter. ScienceDaily. 13 June 2019.
www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2019/06/190613095227.htm

Budget Planning Meeting
Ron Marchessault, 2nd VP and Acting Treasurer 

To ALL Chapter Committee Chairs,

Our goal is to hold a membership vote on the upcoming
fiscal year operating budget at the August Dinner Meeting in
order to have our operating budget in place on September
1st, the start of the new fiscal year. A Budget Planning
Meeting will be held at 10:00am on Saturday, August 3rd to
finalize the new operating budget and have it printed in the
August Newsletter for membership to review prior to the
Dinner Meeting.

At this time, we are requesting that each Committee 
Chair draft their proposed fiscal year operating budget to
include both projected income and expense and to either pre-
sent at the Budget Meeting on August 3rd, preferably, or, if
unable to attend, to email their proposed budget to me, 
the Acting Treasurer, at the following email address:
RMarchessault12@aol.com prior to the August 3rd budget
meeting in order for your budget to be included in the bud-
get planning process.

If you require a copy of your actual income/expenditures
for the current fiscal year to assist you in budget planning, do
not hesitate to contact me at the email address provided.
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The Campground is closed during all black powder and firearms deer season.
Check the online www.bcciwla.org electronic calendar for current and updated scheduled times of events.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Date(s) Activity Time

Monday, September 2 Opening Day Shoot for Dove Season 12:00 noon – 5:00pm
Saturday, September 7 Summer Biathlon Practice – R&P Range 7:00am
Saturday, September 7 Hunter Safety Classroom Course – Chapterhouse Closed 8:00am – 4:00pm
Sunday, September 8 Hunter Safety Classroom Course – Chapterhouse Closed 8:00am – 4:00pm
Monday, September 9 Scout Troop 496 7:00pm
Tuesday, September 10 Tuesday Sporting Clays 3:00pm - dusk
Saturday, September 14 Adopt-A-Road Cleanup 8:00am
Saturday, September 14 Chapter House Cleanup 9:00am – 12:00 noon
Monday, September 16 Scout Troop 496 7:00pm
Tuesday, September 17 Tuesday Sporting Clays 3:00pm - dusk

Wednesday, September 18 Monthly Dinner Meeting 6:30pm
Saturday, September 21 Summer Biathlon Practice – R&P Range 7:30pm
Sunday, September 22 New Member Tour & Orientation 10:00am – 12:00 noon
Monday, September 23 Scout Troop 496 7:30pm
Tuesday, September 24 Tuesday Sporting Clays 3:00pm - dusk

Wednesday, September 25 Board of Governors Meeting 7:30pm
Saturday, September 28 Fall Chapter Cleanup Day (Tentative Date 1) 8:00pm

SEPTEMBER

Saturday, August 3 Archery Range 3D IBO Style Shoot 9:00am – 3:00pm
Saturday, August 3 Budget Planning Meeting 10:00am
Tuesday, August 6 Tuesday Sporting Clays 3:00pm – dusk

Saturday, August 10 Summer Biathlon Practice – R&P Range 7:30am
Saturday, August 10 Private Event – Chapterhouse Closed All Day
Sunday, August 11 Archery Range 3D IBO Style Shoot 9:00am – 12:00 noon
Tuesday, August 13 Tuesday Sporting Clays 3:00pm – dusk
Saturday, August 17 Chapterhouse Cleanup 9:00am – 12:00 noon
Tuesday, August 20 Tuesday Sporting Clays 3:00pm – dusk

Wednesday, August 21 Monthly Dinner Meeting 6:30pm
Saturday, August 24 Summer Biathlon Practice – R&P Range 7:30am
Saturday, August 24 Archery Range 3D Shoot / Chapter Championship – for Chapter Members 9:00am – 12:00 noon
Saturday, August 24 New Member Tour & Orientation 10:00am – 12:00 noon
Tuesday, August 27 Tuesday Sporting Clays 3:00pm – dusk

Wednesday, August 28 Board of Governors Meeting 7:30pm

AUGUST

JULY
Saturday, July 6 Archery Range 3D IBO Style Shoot 9:00am – 3:00pm
Tuesday, July 9 Tuesday Sporting Clays 3:00pm – 6:00pm

Thursday, July 11 Cub Scout Rocket Launch 6:00pm – 8:00pm
Saturday, July 13 Summer Biathlon Practice – R&P Range 7:30am
Saturday, July 13 Adopt-A-Road Cleanup – Meet at the Chapter House Parking Lot 8:00am
Saturday, July 13 Big Pond Shelter Construction – Volunteers Needed 9:00am – 4:00pm
Sunday, July 14 Chapter House Cleanup 9:00am – 12:00 noon
Tuesday, July 16 Tuesday Sporting Clays 3:00pm – dusk

Wednesday, July 17 Monthly Dinner Meeting 6:30pm
Saturday, July 20 Big Pond Shelter Construction – Volunteers Needed 9:00am – 4:00pm
Sunday, July 21 Archery Range 3D IBO Style Shoot 9:00am – 3:00pm
Tuesday, July 23 Tuesday Sporting Clays 3:00pm – dusk

Wednesday, July 24 Board of Governors Meeting 7:30pm
Saturday, July 27 Summer Biathlon Practice – R&P Range 7:30pm
Saturday, July 27 New Member Tour & Orientation 10:00am – 12:00 noon
Tuesday, July 30 Tuesday Sporting Clays 3:00pm – dusk
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Membership Committee Report
Tucker Mostrom, Membership Secretary
301 252-8825 membershipsecretary.bcc.iwla@gmail.com

Housekeeping first: committee chairs must submit 2019
volunteer hours for their volunteers ASAP!

A much-improved process is shaping up for 2020 this fall:

• The chapter will be sending out customized invoices as
early as possible in September.

• Invoices will include pre-addressed return envelopes.
• Invoices will be customized to include any work fees in the

printout.
• Late fees will be listed right on the original invoices.
• The chapter strongly encourages members to submit their

renewals before November 1st, 2019.

Signup sheets are available outside the boardroom door
for committee chairs who need to record volunteer hours.

The membership breakdown as of the June BOG meeting
is:

Membership Types # Members
Associate 17
Family 266
Individual 505
Retired 88
Retired Family 22
Student 9
Youth 2
Grand Total 909

Life Memberships
Family Life 6
Life Member 35
Life Benefactor 4
Family Life Benefactor 2
Grand Total 47

2020 IWLA National Convention
July 20 to 22, 2020

Hyatt Regency Chesapeake Bay Hotel
100 Heron Blvd. at Route 50
Cambridge, Maryland 21613

Phone: 410 901-1234
email: conciergechesa@hyatt.com

www.hyattregency.com

The Hyatt Regency Chesapeake Bay Golf,
Resort, Spa and Marina is the ideal setting to
work or play by the bay! Reconnect with family,
friends, colleagues and nature. Explore the 342
acres situated on the Choptank River with a
150 slip full service marina, recharge with one
of the many services at Sago Spa & Salon, chal-
lenge some-one to a round of golf at our River
Marsh Golf Course or simply enjoy the views as
you lounge by the pool.

Rate: $165 Per night per room
3 days before & after convention

This rate is over 50% off the normal rate.
Plus Free Parking, RV Parking, 

and No Resort Fee

For reservations:
https://www.hyatt.com/en-US/
group-booking/CHESA/G-IWLA

Chestnut Committee Report 
Blaine Elkins, Committee Chair 
301 767-5731 blaineelkins@verizon.net

The Chestnut Committee needs some volunteers to help
maintain the orchard near the entrance to the campgrounds
off West Willard Road. The orchard is a ‘Mother Orchard”
that is run in partnership with The American Chestnut
Foundation. The seeds of American Chestnuts native to
Maryland are planted in the orchard in the hopes of main-
taining the genome of the species from trees native to
Maryland. This is a key activity in the effort to develop blight
resistant American Chestnuts.

We need help with mowing the orchard to prevent rodent
damage to seedlings, weeding around seedlings, maintaining
the deer fence, collecting chestnuts in the fall, planting seeds
in the spring and so forth. Please contact me if you are will-
ing to lend a hand.

B-CC Quiz
Question: In June of 2018 the Ponds and Streams Committee did
an informative electrofishing study of the Big Pond. What recom-
mendations came out of that study? 

Answer can be found elsewhere in the newsletter.

https://www.hyatt.com/en-US/group-booking/CHESA/G-IWLA
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NestWatch Report
Diane Seward, Citizen Science Projects Coordinator
trina65@verizon.net

Oh, those remarkable Purple Martins! June was a very pro-
ductive month for our martins. Sixteen breeding pairs pro-
duced 34 nestlings ready to fledge–leave the nest–in July and
19 eggs due to hatch in July and fledge in August. The normal
clutch is four-to-six eggs; the average incubation period is 16
days, and martins typically fledge 28 days after hatching.

But the martins were not without losses: two adults were
found dead in two compartments, a male who must have
defended his chicks to the death, blood stains in the inner
nesting chamber as well as in the outer chamber on the adult,
his neck pierced. His three chicks and an unhatched egg were
gone. The second casualty, a female, found in the outer cham-
ber of her compartment, left three 18-day-old chicks in the
nesting chamber, looking very healthy but clearly very
stressed. In addition another compartment which had held
five nestlings was empty, no disturbance to the nest. Our mar-
tin houses are protected by stovepipe baffles, which are effec-
tive, but not guaranteed. We don’t know whether a black
snake succeeded in surmounting the baffles, but when young
disappear and the nest is left in place, a snake is likely the
cause of the loss. Another problem this season was a pesky
House Sparrow who hung around the martin houses, entering
their nests and piercing a half dozen or so eggs, destroying
their viability.

It has been a healthy breeding season for the Tree
Swallows and Eastern Bluebirds as well; thirty-two swallows
fledged in June from six nests, and there are about a dozen
swallow eggs in three boxes that will hatch and fledge in July.

Our bluebirds raised 39 nestlings that fledged in June, 22
nestlings, and are incubating 19 eggs which will hatch, then
mature, and leave their nests in July. As a bonus, one of our
bluebird pairs has begun a third nesting attempt. Most blue-
birds have two nests a season; three nestings is unusual.

Please email me if you would like to do a nest-box check
with us. Special thanks go to Peter Cappellino who photo-
graphed so many of our martin nestlings this month and to
Theresa Zmola, valued member of our NestWatch team.

3 nestlings, 2 eggs, 5-6 days old

Two hatchlings and two eggs. One
of the eggs hatched later that day.

Four martin nestlings, 9 days old

Martin nestlings, 17 days old11 day old martin nestlings

Clutch of purple martin eggs

July Dinner Meeting Speaker
The speaker at the July dinner meeting will be Ron
Kuipers of the American Chestnut Foundation. Thank you
to Blaine Elkins for arranging Mr. Kuipers’ appearance. 

Check out our Facebook page!

Izaak Walton League of America 
Bethesda-Chevy Chase Chapter
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Rifle & Pistol Range Report
Thoran Menser, Committee Chair
301 972-8353 bcciwla.rp@gmail.com

Chris Efdimis, Chief Range Officer
240 372-2258 bcciwla.rp@gmail.com

As a heads up, we are going to be scheduling some con-
struction on the range. Our goal is to have the work done
during the week as not to interrupt the weekend activities.
We will have an email blast sent out when this is scheduled.  

PLEASE REMEMBER
• Put paper in the trash. If the cans are full, please empty

them. 
• Keep watch on guests you bring. It is your place to brief

them on the SOP’s.
• Be safe and enjoy the range respectfully.
• All shooters must PICK UP THEIR BRASS!

RANGE OFFICER SCHEDULE
JULY
Saturday, July 6 Roger, B., Kiser, J., Zoulis, A. 
Sunday, July 7 Gori, R., Schweikert, B.
Saturday, July 13 McDaniel, M., Twomey, P., Raredon, G. 
Sunday, July 14 McDaniel, M., Twomey, P., 

Quattlebaum, R.
Saturday, July 20 Wellman, L., Wadsworth, H., Gongloff, F.
Sunday, July 21 Abid, G., Wellman, L., Widenhofer, S.,

Schweikert, B.
Saturday, July 27 Yetter, B., Hedrick, H., Wadsworth, H.
Sunday, July 28 Midberry, K., Hammes, P., Yetter, B.

AUGUST
Saturday, Aug. 3 Rogers, B., Kawamoto, D.
Sunday, Aug. 4 Spence, P.
Saturday, Aug. 10 Eschholz, S., Reilly, J., Bissett, R.
Sunday, Aug.11 Bissett, R., Spence, P.
Saturday, Aug. 17 TBD
Sunday, Aug. 18 TBD
Saturday, Aug. 24 Reilly J., Harmon, S.
Sunday, Aug. 25 Adams, J., Calderwood, J.
Saturday, Aug. 31 Zoulis, A., Suleman, S., Goldshine, W.
Sunday, Sept. 1 Suleman, S.

B-CC IWLA SUMMER BIATHLON
2019 PRACTICE SCHEDULE

Summer Biathlon is open to all B-CC IWLA members 12
years and older, as well as, sponsored guests. B-CC IWLA
members no range fee. Non-member rate is $5.00 per
session.

If you have questions or wish to be on the B-CC IWLA
mailing list, contact Steve Eschholz c: 240 472-6512 
(text is best)/ fitnesscrafters@earthlink.net, chairman 
B-CC IWLA Biathlon Committee. Other points of contact
are: Thoran Menser (thoran.menser2@verizon.net); 
Rex Gori (aurelius.gori1@verizon.net); Chris Efdimis 
(bcciwla.rp@gmail.com).   

SCHEDULE:
Sat., July 13 7:30am Sat., Sept. 7 7:00am
Sat., July 27 7:30am Sat., Sept. 21 7:30am
Sat., Aug. 10 7:30am Sat., Oct. 12 7:30am
Sat., Aug. 24 7:30am

FIREARMS HUNTING SEASON: 
Sat., Nov. 2 7:30am Sat., Nov. 9 7:30am

FIREARMS HUNTING SEASON 2020: 
Sat., March 2 8:00am Sat., April 18 7:30pm
Sat., April 25 7:30am

Welcome to the B-CC IWLA Family
The following members were inducted at the June din-

ner meeting:

Paul A. Carroll
Interests: Archery; Scout Camp Area; Trap, Skeet & Sporting Clays

Bob Cissel, Jr.
Interests: Conservation Education; Farm; Wildlife Management

Clay Hough
Interests: Legislation; Rifle & Pistol; Trap, Skeet & Sporting Clays

Ernest Kawka
Interests: Archaeology; Archery; Chapter Functions (Cleanup,
Foodservice); Rifle & Pistol; Trap, Skeet & Sporting Clays

VOLUNTEER 
OPPORTUNITIES

Monthly Dinner Meeting – Wednesday, June 19
Contact Chip Dunn, cdunn20842@aol.com, if you can
help with food preparation, setup, and/or cleanup.
1:00pm setup start time.

Adopt-A-Road Cleanup – Saturday, July 13
Contact John Robinson at 301 641-1188.

Big Pond Shelter Construction
Saturday, July 13 and Saturday, July 20
9:00am – 4:00p
Contact John Novak – novakgang4@comcast.net.

Montgomery County Agricultural Fair
Friday, August 9 – Saturday, August 17
Contact Steve Poss – 301 332-5259 or Bill Leaman –
240 888-7600.

Fall Hunter Education 2019
John Lamb

The May 4th & 5th Hunter Safety Classroom Course was a
complete success! Though it was at times soggy, the students
and instructors persevered to completion with 34 out of 35
graduating. 

A specials thanks goes to all my instructors and volunteers
for their efforts:

Randy Royen, Frank Och, Butch Mezick, Tad Bodmer, Ken
Forti, Richard Latimer, Jr., Jeff Cameron, Walter Allensworth,
Mark Gochnour, Dun Scott, Scott Harmon, Greg Meuller,
Eugene Moisan, Phil Johns, David Boyton, Shannon Novak,
Doug Smith, Henry Speed, and Mark Laurenzi.

The 2019 fall classes will be held on September 7th & 8th.
Registration for this class is open now at www.register-ed.com.
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Archery Range Report
Dave Drazen, Committee Chair
301 655-8459 (Cell) daviddrazen@gmail.com

The weather has been beautiful late-
ly and I hope you’ve had a chance to get
out to the chapter to enjoy the archery
offerings. As a reminder, the 3D course
will be up until the last full weekend of
August before it gets taken down. We
will be hosting an informal club champi-
onship that Saturday (August 24). We’d
love to see you come out and join us.
Our endowment this past year from
IWLA National has allowed us to pur-

chase new bows. So if you are interest-
ed in trying out archery, come on out to
the range on days when we have
Archery Range Officers (AROs) on duty
and they can help you out. 

We had a successful youth program.
I owe a huge thank you to Deb
Behrend, Rachael Behrend, and Dom
D’Ambrosi for their help with the class-
es. We had six classes, full registration,
and a lot of happy kids. I’ve included

some photos of the class in the newsletter for you. Deb also
does a wonderful job keeping the grass
at the range and the gardens mowed
and in great condition. 

We also have put up broadhead tar-
gets at 20 and 30 yards on the range.
These are stand alone targets that sit
next to the bag targets. I’ve attached a
photo that shows them out on the
range. You can use broadheads from
vertical bows and crossbows, but the
bag targets are still off limits to broad-
heads. This should help those who are
interested in tuning their setups before hunting season. We
will be putting dots for aiming on the targets, but we do ask
that you use the whole target and not just the center section.
You can also bring your own paper targets and attach them

with pins to the face. We don’t currently have pins nor paper
targets available for use. I wouldn’t have been able to get it
done without the help of Scott Harmon or Matt Thorburn. 

Just because we have started the season, doesn’t mean we
don’t need any help. If you’re looking for hours or want to
give something back to archery, let me know. We will be
rebuilding some bag stands and doing some trail upkeep
before September. Just shoot me an email if you’re interested
and I can fill you in on the plan. We can also use more range

officers, so let me know if you’re interested in helping with
that as well. 

It may be archery season, but that also means it is tick sea-
son. I highly recommend long pants tucked into socks and
permethrin coated clothing. At the very least, be sure to do a
thorough tick check once you get out of the woods!

If you see Scott, Matt, Deb, Rachael, or Dom out on the
chapter, please thank them for their help with the range!

Upcoming Archery Shoots – all are from 9:00am -3:00pm:
Saturday, July 6
Sunday, July 21
Saturday, August 3
Sunday, August 11
Saturday, August 24

Chapterhouse Report
Tucker Mostrom, Committee Chair
Chapterhouse.BCC.IWLA@gmail.com

Start or end your next outing to the B-CC IWLA at the
chapterhouse!

• The floors have been newly
stripped and waxed.

• The member kitchen has a new
coat of paint.

• The glassware has been rein-
stalled in the member kitchen on
their own shelf.

• A rubber doormat with the B-CC
IWLA logo will greet you at the
front door.

Just a few housekeeping re-
minders to help everyone enjoy the
chapterhouse equally:

• Never use the new doormat to wedge open the front door.
Use the flip-down doorstop if you must.

• Smoking and vaping are forbidden inside the chapter-
house by law.

• New Montgomery County regulations against smoking
outside restaurants DO NOT apply to the B-CC IWLA.

• According to Chapter Rules & Regulations, NO dogs are
permitted inside the chapterhouse at any time.

• No food waste should be left in restroom trash bins.
• All trash cans and recycle bins containing ANY food waste

must be emptied in the dumpsters and returned to the
front porch.

• Please separate recycling from trash in the bins, and please
empty the bins into the correct dumpsters.

Please show your appreciation by leaving everything a
little cleaner than you found it!
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B-CC Quiz Answer:
• stock Bluegills and Red-eared Sunfish for forage for

bass,
• stock Golden Shiners,
• provide supplemental feed April-November for forage

fish,
• create spawning habitat for forage fish,
• stock Largemouth Bass,
• increase shoreline vegetation cover,
• plant emergent vegetation, and
• conduct another electrofishing study in 2020

(see: August 2018 Newsletter, p. 12)

Farm Report
Phil Taylor, Committee Chair

The fields this spring at the farm were a beautiful site with
the Crimson Clover in full bloom. The fields were buzzing
with bees that were attracted to the blooms of the kale, mus-
tard, and clovers that were planted in our fields last fall in our
winter cover crop mixes. The first day of May we started
planting our sunflowers on the farm. We planted around
eighteen acres of sunflowers this year. We planted them in
the A2, B3, and C2 fields. Due to the four inches of rain that
we received in the week that followed planting, we suffered
some loss in the A2 and B3 fields and lost the entire C2 field.

Sunflower seeds will rot in soil that holds water for any length
of time. Our fields in the low-lying areas tend to hold water
due to poor drainage. We have planted Proso and Browntop
millet in the fields along side the sunflowers this year. Red
clover was planted in with the Millets to add a legume to the
field. Clovers provide a source of nitrogen to nurse grass
crops. In each of the fields this spring, we planted strips of
flowering plants such as buckwheat and red clover to attract
beneficial insects. This year we planted eight acres of non-
GMO corn in the B4 field and so far it looks great. If the corn
crop produces it will provide a wonderful food source to our
wildlife this fall and winter. We also planted three acres of
grain sorghum in the B4 field this year. It too will provide
wildlife with a good food source and cover this winter. In
years passed we planted traditional soybeans, this year we
have planted a forage style soybean that grows like a vine not
a bush style. The forage variety is very high in protein and can
withstand heavy grazing pressure from wildlife. They grow
very quickly smothering out weed pressure and thrive in the
summer heat. 

I am excited to see the results of each crop we planted this
spring. Each planting season has its challenges but fortunate-
ly we are planting to build soil health, provide cover, and feed
wildlife to name a few so there are no failures. I would like to
thank all of those that helped around the farm this spring; it
is definitely a group effort. I encourage everyone to take a
walk and enjoy our beautiful farm!

Beginning Hunting Seminar Update
Three individuals participated in this year’s Beginning

Hunting Seminar held on June 2nd including a teenager from
Virginia. It was a smaller group than in the past, although
more were expected circumstances intervened so that others
were not able to attend. It was a relaxed presentation this
year and due to the
anticipated hot weath-
er in the afternoon, the
group – Pat, Chris, and
Kyle, instructors Mark
Gochnour and Scott
Harmon, and Jack
Mandel and his dog Bo,
set out early to explore
the farm for signs of
wildlife, deer tracks,
deer trails, good loca-
tions for tree stands
and heard other hunt-
ing related experiences
and knowledge. This
year, to avoid all the
chiggers and ticks in
the West Woods and
brush at the old power
line, a trip through the
Archery woods and out
into the B-2 field was
taken (no chiggers but
plenty of ticks, despite the precautionary efforts). After the
walk, the group returned to the Chapter House for lunch, fur-
ther discussion, and instruction. Scott demonstrated how to
setup a tree stand; the safety features necessary, and then
worked with two of the attendees in how to get strapped in
and how to move the tree stand safely up a tree. (This year’s
DNR accident report revealed ten non-fatal accidents involv-
ing the use of tree stands. One involved the pull rope in the
trigger guard of a loaded gun and the rest were unsafe stands
or incorrect usage.)

As usual, the manual was distributed to the group and
Mark and Scott highlighted important points. All three atten-
dees were brand new hunters but they reported that what
they learned was just the right amount in content and was
delivered effectively. Hunting apps for phones were
explained and the suggested ones to try out were sent off in
an email later. 

The Beginning Hunting Seminar has been held for multiple
years on the first Saturday in June with the minimal cost of
$14. The day is well spent and an excellent value. 

Pictured left to right:  Mark Gochnour, 
Patrick Twomey, Kyle Brenner, Scott Harmon,

Chris Raymond, and Mr. Bojangles
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Please submit all articles for the August 2019 newsletter 
NO LATER THAN FRIDAY, JULY 26.

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE
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Shotgun Range Report
Warner Parks, Committee Chair
301 540-1947 (Home) 240 620-6942 (Cell)
wparks29@gmail.com

Tuesday Summer Sporting Clays League hours are from
3:00pm to 6:00pm, so please come out and join in on the fun.
Try to get there early as squads fill up quickly. 

Range Officers – please double check and make sure all
release cords and extension cords are returned to the range
house. 

There are still some open days where I need a range offi-
cer. Please contact me if anyone is interested in filling one of
those days.

Please remember to stand to the side when cocking all
arms. The TRAP MACHINE needs a few minutes to warm up
before you cock the throwing arm. 

Refill and restock the skeet houses and uncock all machines
when done. Additional targets are stored in the container
next to the parking lot, the trailer under the tower, and the
low skeet house on the left field. 

Pick up your empty shotgun shells and trash when finished
shooting. Keep the range clean and restocked for the next
range officer and shooters. 

All Shotgun Range Equipment is to be used by pre-quali-
fied Shotgun Range Officers ONLY. If any equipment is mal-
functioning, please let Joel or me know ASAP.

See the results of the Father’s Day Shoot on page 12.

RANGE OFFICER SCHEDULE
JULY
Sunday, July 7 Dale Beitzel, Terrence Walsh
Sunday, July 14 David Boynton, Terrence Walsh
Sunday, July 21 Pat Dady, Mark Vincent
Sunday, July 28 Dale Beitzel, Mark Vincent 

AUGUST
Sunday, August 4 Kohler Brafford, Ted Whitehouse
Sunday, August 11 Carl Zmola, Bill Klein
Sunday, August 18 Ed Stewart, Need an RO
Sunday, August 25 Kohler Brafford, Rick Drumman 

HOURS OF OPERATION 
Sundays 9:00am to 5:00pm Trap, Skeet, Sporting Clays
Tuesdays 3:00pm to 6:00pm Sporting Clays Only

Big Pond Scuba Dive
John Novak, Co-chair Ponds & Streams Committee
novakgang4@comcast.net

On Saturday, June 22, 2019, John
Stinson, a Ponds & Streams Com-
mittee member, scuba-dived in the
big pond in order to inspect the
upstream face of the dam, locate the
fish habitat structures, reattach the
aerator float near the dam, and find
and retrieve the sunken turtle
platform. Due to poor visibility
underwater, he was only able to
inspect the upstream face of the
dam. No potential problems regard-
ing dam integrity were observed. A
future dive is planned when water
clarity improves.

Friction Fire Class
Join Jack Kang, Campground Committee Chair, at the Fox

Campsite on Saturday, October 5 from 10:00am – 3:00pm for
a Bow Drill Fire class. Class is open to all Chapter members.
Subject of the class is bow drill fire: proper fire construction,
types of timber, fire by Ferrocerium rod if time allows. Contact
Jack at jackhkang@gmail.com to sign up for the class.

Tuesday Sporting Clays
3:00pm until dusk

Come join the fun!

For more information contact: 

Warner Parks – 301 540-1947

wparks29@gmail.com

PHOTOS BY PETE WIRTH
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Results of Father’s Day Shoot 6/16/2019
Lewis winners please contact Warner Parks.

Shooter Lewis Trap Skeet Clays Total Lewis Pay
Jay Delphey L 22 24 25 71 $17.50
Bill Thelemann L 23 24 24 71 $17.50
Kelly Webb L 22 25 23 70 $23.35
Drew Latos L 22 24 21 67
Andrew Silverberg L 19 22 23 64
Sandy Holdahl L 21 22 21 64
Jack MacGregor L 19 22 23 64
Jack Budman L 19 22 22 63
Bob Mahoney L 23 18 21 62
Marc. B 22 17 22 61
Brad Korrell L 20 21 18 59
Andrew Sprague L 17 21 21 59 ________
Jerry Neal 18 22 19 59
Butch Mezick L 20 21 16 57 $11.65
Jon Tomares L 17 19 21 57 $11.65
Andy Latos L 15 19 23 57 $11.65
Andrew Barrie 19 21 17 57
Bill Wright 18 21 18 57
Linda Delphey L 20 19 17 56 $23.35
Kathy Tomares L 17 18 19 54
David Silverberg 21 19 14 54
Ed Ratti L 18 16 19 53
Fred Pearson 15 21 17 53
Joe Contrea 21 19 12 52
George Coakley 17 19 16 52
Larry Isaacson L 18 20 14 52
Brian Kelly L 16 18 18 52
Doug Smith L 22 17 13 52
Larry Anderson L 18 15 19 52
Jeff Sholes L 16 20 16 52
Rob Kruger L 18 14 19 51 $11.65
Mark Shanker L 19 14 18 51 $11.65
Joe Reid L 12 19 20 51 $11.65
Chuck Slemenda L 14 18 18 50 $11.65
Joe Copsey L 15 17 18 50 $11.65
Ted Whitehouse 18 17 14 49
Steve Barrie 19 12 17 48
Liza Thelemann L 19 15 11 45
Brian Gleicher L 16 14 15 45
Joe Ryba 16 13 15 44
Kris Belessis 18 11 15 44
Mike Coakley 17 12 15 44
Carshen Scharf 9 23 10 42
Rick 19 11 10 40
Dave Plamer 11 14 15 40
Ron Marchessault L 8 17 13 38
Will Wright 11 12 13 36
Jenny 8 15 13 36
Tom Vegella L 14 13 9 36
Hank Wright 13 12 10 35
Tim Jorgensen 10 11 12 33
Walsh Richols 9 12 11 32
Ryan Mahoney L 10 10 10 30
Steve Adah L 16 6 7 29
Tom Sigman 10 7 12 29
Bob Krugher 17 8 3 28
David Palmer 9 9 7 25
Joey Kelly L 9 3 11 23
Bill Barrie 3 7 9 19
Dalton West 17 0 0 17
Ken Sigman 8 3 4 15
Allie Brodenberg L 8 3 3 14
Morgan Mahoney L 7 0 6 13
Ashley Plamer 2 4 4 10

35 Lewis Shooters @$5.00=$175.00 3 classes=$58.33 per class
60%=$34.99,40%=$23.33

Left to right: Tommy B., Mark Gochnour, Ben Davies

Ernie Smith and the Green Machine

Left to right: Mark Gochnour, 
Daniel Hess, Larry Hess

More Photos Next Month!
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