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President’s Message
“To sit in a tree and watch the coming of dawn is a strange
thing. As soon as you can see the ground with any detail it
seems that you’re twice as high as you thought you were. Tree
stumps go through brief periods when they look like people.
The root wads of overturned trees look like bears. You can’t tell
whether the trail you’re sitting along passes through a large
meadow you should have noticed earlier or just a slight
opening in the trees that you wouldn’t have noticed earlier. But
as the light comes up enough to make out the individual leaves
on the ground, you realize that you’re only as high as you
thought you were. The stumps go back to being stumps, the
root wads back to root wads. The trail begins to look like how
you remembered it.”

–Steven Rinella, Hunter and Conservationist

This extraordinary fellow is speaking about our changing
perceptions during just a typical day of hunting.

I have grown accustomed to the landscape at B-CC but had
the pleasure of seeing our farm with my father’s perspective
when I took him on a quick tour last Saturday. The ranges,
the trees, waters and structures all seemed more exciting by
witnessing my dad’s reactions. He had come to visit from
New York and was thrilled to be outside and by everything
he saw on the farm.

By far the most impressive aspect of our Chapter was on full
display in the clubhouse with volunteers inside, outside and
even on the roof, getting the place ready for the holidays.

Our outing around the farm heightened my awareness that
we are part of something very special in this organization.
Family, friends and fellow members are what makes it all so
remarkable.

Happy Holidays,

Jack Mandel, President
(Cell) 202 487-8440 (text 24/7)

Please submit all articles for the January 2019 
newsletter NO LATER THAN FRIDAY, DECEMBER 28.

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE

U P C O M I N G  E V E N T S
for B-CC IWLA and Community

1,000th Consecutive 
Monthly Dinner Meeting

Wednesday, January 16

Annual Conservation Speakers Dinner
Saturday, January 26

Wild Game Dinner
Saturday, February 23

REMINDER
A late fee will be charged for membership
renewals received after January 31, 2019.

Questions? Contact Tucker Mostrom at
Membership.Secretary.BCC.IWLA@gmail.com.

Annual Conservation Dinner
Andy Wight, Conservation Education Committee Chair 

andywight1@hotmail.com

Every year in January the Conservation Education
Committee holds a free spaghetti dinner with a speaker
who addresses some aspect of conservation. This year
the dinner is scheduled for January 26. The dinner is
open to all members, their families, and the general
public. Please invite anyone you know that has an inter-
est in conservation.

Dinner starts at 6:00pm and the speaker will begin
around 6:45pm and last from 20 to 30 minutes.

Mark Gochnour and his kitchen crew will be serving
a robust spaghetti dinner. Help is needed with the set
up, preparation, serving, and cleanup. 

Dinner is free of charge, but please RSVP to Mark
Gochnour at mgdonutman@gmail.com by Tuesday,
January 22 including the number of attendees. We want
to make sure that there is enough spaghetti for all!!!!
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Board of Governors
Fiscal Year: September 1, 2018 – August 31, 2019

OFFICERS

Jack Mandel, President
202 487-8440 • jmandeldesign@gmail.com

Jeff Seaman, 1st Vice President
301 775-4973 • jeff_seaman@hotmail.com

Ron Marchessault, 2nd Vice President
202 320-3834 • rmarche12@comcast.net

Tucker Mostrom, Membership Secretary
301 252-8825 • MembershipSecretary.BCC.IWLA@gmail.com

Billy Sherrill, Treasurer
240 418-6848 • billo3131@gmail.com

Janet Lamkin, Corresponding Secretary
301 466-6557 • j.lamkin@comcast.net

Mark Gochnour, Recording Secretary
301 642-3565 • mgdonutman@gmail.com

BOARD MEMBERS

Walt Allensworth
301 221-3594 • twangermd@gmail.com

Shannon Novak
301 785-8461 • snovak516@gmail.com

Christine Peterson
301 938-9773 • christineakcp@comcast.net

Jack Shaw
301 340-1624 • jshaw110@verizon.net

Joe Snider
240 876-4917 • joesnider2006@gmail.com

Jim Tate, Past President
202 841-2056 • jim@tate-tate.us 

* Indicates Officers and Board Members who were absent from the previous
month’s Board of Governors meeting.

The Izaak Walton League of America – a non-profit conser-
vation organization – is recognized as a Section 501(c)(3)
public charity under the Internal Revenue Code.

Address, phone and email changes should be sent to the
Membership Secretary at the above address.

Submissions to the NEWSLETTER should be sent to:

Janet Lamkin
j.lamkin@comcast.net or

Newsletter.BCC.IWLA@gmail.com
301 466-6557 

Summary of the November 2018
Dinner Meeting and October 2018 
Board of Governors Meeting
Mark Gochnour, Recording Secretary
301 642-3565 mgdonutman@gmail.com

November 21, 2018 Dinner Meeting 
• The 998th consecutive Monthly Dinner Meeting was called

to order at 7:17pm by President Jack Mandel.
• William Price, CPA – For those over the age of 701/2 and who

have Required Minimum Distributions (RMD) from their IRA
there are tax advantages to using that money to make
Qualified Charitable Distributions and to donate money to
the Land Fund.

• There was a presentation regarding the Second Potomac
River Bridge and its potential impact on the Agricultural
Reserve.

• Jim Tate honored Scott Harmon with a President’s Award
for his Nominating Committee Work.

• The Chapter has 1,007 members. Two new members were
inducted into the Chapter. Members were reminded that
they have until December 31 to submit their volunteer
hours to avoid $50 penalty. Hunters on the property in
January 2019 must have renewed their membership and
must get in touch with Tucker Mostrom for special permis-
sion to hunt because they will not have their membership
card.

• Wood needs to be split and put on the porch for the use in
the Chapter House fireplaces. 

• Bird Feeder Watch – any new people interested should con-
tact Larry Anderson or Diane Seward. 

• Cut your own Christmas Trees are available for $30. They
are the trees on the left side of the road leading down to
the Shotgun Range. There is poison ivy on the trees. Some
are tagged so do not cut those down.

• New Archery Range Officers are needed, please contact
David Drazen.

• When hunting on the chapter property – be safe, share the
property, be respectful of other hunters and the property
borders. If a wounded deer goes off the property, get in
touch with Scott Harmon or Larry Anderson and they will
contact the local property owners about retrieving the
deer.

• Heritage Montgomery gave the chapter $1,100 to build a
permanent exhibit which illustrates the difference between
invasive and non-invasive species. The annual Conservation
Education Dinner will be on January 26.

• Four groups of Freshman from the Global Ecology Program
at Poolesville High School participated in the annual Walk
in the Woods on November 8 and 9. According to Butch
Mezick, over one thousand students have now attended
this special program at the chapter. 

• Motion to Adjourn was seconded and approved by accla-
mation 8:31pm.

October 24, 2018 Board of Governors Meeting
Summary
• Chapter President Jack Mandel called the meeting to order

at 7:30pm.
• All Chapter officers were present except Bill Sherrill and

Tucker Mostrom.

• The Chapter president Jack Mandell’s remarks included: 
o Thanked Jeff Seaman for running October 17 dinner

meeting in his absence.
o Chapter hunters must obey our and neighbor’s property

lines or there will be consequences.
(continued on page 3)
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o Carol Hulce-Efdimis is the new Chapter Security Chair.
o Campground and archery range well water is not

potable; water to be tested quarterly.
o A history of the chapter should be considered.

• Six prospective members were approved for November’s
Dinner Meeting via email.

• Dave Drazen will work with Ron Marchessault to evaluate
and develop a vision for the Archery Range area.

• Baffles are now installed at the Rifle and Pistol Range.
• The Hunter Education training scheduled for May will be

available for signups beginning in January, interested mem-
bers should sign up early.

• The IWLA HQ library is being dissolved and books are to be
given away. There are plans to digitize the archives. Our
own chapter archives and Legacy documents need to be
consolidated. Joe Snider and Carol Hulce-Efdimis are gath-
ering the property deeds and easement documents. 

• There was a discussion about what to do with the Hold
Harmless Agreements including how long they are to be
kept and where.

TALKS FOR THE GOOD OF THE CHAPTER
• Phil Taylor was thanked for his dedicated farm work. He

went to Lancaster, PA and talked with seed people and
obtained cover crop information. 

• Net Zero Committee chair needed. 
• Bill Gordon recommended the chapter obtain its own

501(c)3 tax exemption status separate from the national
organization. More investigation will be needed to deter-
mine if there any issues with doing so.

• Motion to Adjourn was seconded and approved by accla-
mation at 9:19pm.

SUMMARY
(continued from page 2)

Get 3 Volunteer Hours and Help get the
Chapter House in Order
B-CC IWLA Chapter House Committee
Chapterhouse.BCC.IWLA@gmail.com

On Saturday, December 15 at 9:00am, the chapter house
will be closed in the morning for its monthly cleaning and
dusting just in time for the following Wednesday's dinner
meeting. Those who want to help the chapter put on its fresh-
est face for the next month, especially those who need work
hours, have a golden opportunity just a few days away. Bring
your “favorite” cleaning gloves and comfortable clothes for
some mopping, dusting, and cleaning. 

Members who stay for the entire cleanup get three hours
toward their annual work requirement. This can be adjusted
(up-only) at the discretion of the Membership Secretary
and/or the member hosting the cleanup.

With a good crew, we have finished this list well before
noon. We hope to see you at the chapter house on Saturday
at 9:00am! (There is usually a pot of hot coffee by start time.
Bring your travel/work mug.)

If you have hunting pictures or
pictures of nature you 

would like to share for a slide
show shown at the wild game 
dinner, please email them to
scott.w.harmon@verizon.net. 

Call with any questions – 
301 467-0645.

Wild Game Dinner
Slide Show 

Pictures Needed

DRIVING ON CHAPTER PROPERTY
Privately owned vehicles are to remain on the main Chapter roads at all times. They are NOT allowed to drive through the

fields or park in open areas. This includes no vehicle traffic to the back pond or in the fields unless the vehicle is in use in

conjunction with a project being overseen by a Chairman or Committee.
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2020 IWLA National Convention
The Maryland Division of the IWLA will host the 2020 IWLA

National Convention at the Hyatt Regency Chesapeake Bay
Golf, Resort, Spa and Marina in Cambridge, MD, July 19-22,
2020 (note change of dates). Special rate – $165 per night.

A committee has been formed to plan the event. Three 
B-CC members have joined the committee. If you would like
to help plan or just be involved with the event, please contact
Bob Pavlick (301 348-5892, roberpav@verizon.net), Shannon
Novak (301 785-8461, snovak516@gmail.com), or Scott
Harmon (215 450-6903, scott.w.harmon@verizon.net).

Seneca Christmas Bird Count
Diane Seward, Citizen Science Project Coordinator 
trina65@verizon.net 

The annual Christmas Bird Count, Seneca Sector, will take
place at the farm on Sunday, December 16, beginning at
7:00am. This project is co-sponsored by Audubon, the Cornell
Lab of Ornithology, Bird Studies Canada, and the Breeding
Bird Survey of North America and is nationwide. We are host-
ing the Montgomery Bird Club on their walk about the farm,
which will take about four hours. Our feeder birds will also be
counted that morning. Data collected on birds observed will
be submitted to Audubon. Chapter members are welcome to
join the Bird Club participants outdoors or the FeederWatch
counters indoors. Larry Anderson and Scott Harmon will serve
as escorts around the farm. If you are interested in attending,
please let me know.

Christmas trees are available to chapter
members. Trees are $30 each, payable to
either members of the BOG or mailed to the
treasurer at the chapter’s PO box (B-CC
IWLA, PO Box 542, Poolesville, MD 20837). 

Trees are “cut your own” and are located in
the field on the left along the drive towards the
shotgun range. Many trees are already pre-
decorated with items like bird nests and man-
tis cases, no extra charge. There are many
small trees planted in the rows by our mem-
bers during work days, which may not be
easily visible, so please step carefully around
our future crop. Please leave stumps either tall
and visible or cut them flush to the ground.
Hidden stumps wreak havoc on the mowing
efforts. Trimmed branches should be placed
in the woods at the bottom of the hill. 
Any questions, contact Larry Anderson, 
240 246-5302, or andupton9@hotmail.com.

Christmas Trees

Mags for Vets
Douglas Smith
301 452-5650

This is the 7th year we will be able to provide various types
of media to our veterans at the Walter Reed National Medical
Center.  

Items to Donate:
1. Current magazines NOT more than six (6) months old

including but not limited to hunting, fishing, and shooting
sports: Life, People, Atlantic, Gourmet, Forbes, sports of all
types, etc.

2. CDs: any and all types of music, including ‘books on tape’ 
3. DVDs: action, documentary, comedy, sports, musicals,

drama, etc.
4. Portable/personal CD/DVD players in good working order

and all accessories like chargers, rechargeable battery
packs that take and hold a charge.

5. Books (hardback/paperback)

Requirements for donation and delivery:
1. All magazines must be clean and current, not over six (6)

months old or reading material that is dusty or musty, i.e.
reading material stored in closets/basements

2. All items must be tied securely with heavy twine/cord in
bundles NO MORE than 20 lb. each – clean and dust free
boxes/paper bags OK 

Drop off your donations on or a few days before Sunday,
February 3, 2019 (10:00am at the latest) and put them on the
table in the Board of Governors meeting room (room left of
front door with the fireplace). 
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The Campground is closed during all black powder and firearms deer season.
Check the online www.bcciwla.org electronic calendar for current and updated scheduled times of events.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Date(s) Activity Time

Monday, March 4 Boy Scout Troop 496 Meeting 7:00pm
Saturday, March 9 Shotgun Range Current Officer Signup – in the Chapter House 9:00am
Saturday, March 9 Eagles Junior Rifle Club – Practice at R&P Range Starting at 1:00pm
Monday, March 11 Boy Scout Troop 496 Meeting 7:00pm
Monday, March 18 Boy Scout Troop 496 Meeting 7:00pm

Wednesday, March 20 Monthly Dinner Meeting 7:00pm
Saturday, March 23 Eagles Junior Rifle Club – Practice at $&P Range Starting at 1:00pm
Monday, March 25 Boy Scout Troop 496 Meeting 7:00pm
Saturday, March 30 Annual Spring Cleanup Day (Tentative Date) 8:00am

MARCH

Saturday, February 2 Eagles Junior Rifle Club – Practice at R&P Range – Groundhog Target Shoot Starting at 1:00pm
Monday, February 4 Boy Scout Troop 496 Meeting 7:00pm
Sunday, February 10 NAHVDA – General Meeting 8:00am – 3:00pm
Monday February 11 Boy Scout Troop 496 Meeting 7:00pm
Saturday, February 16 Shotgun Range Current Officer Signup – in the Chapter House 9:00am
Saturday, February 16 Girl Scout Troop Father/Daughter Dance 3:00pm – 10:00pm
Monday, February 18 Boy Scout Troop 496 Meeting 7:00pm

Wednesday, February 20 Monthly Dinner Meeting 6:30pm
Saturday, February 23 Annual Wild Game Dinner
Monday, February 25 Boy Scout Troop 496 Meeting 7:00pm

Wednesday, February 27 Board of Governors Meeting 7:30pm

FEBRUARY

Monday, January 7 Boy Scout Troop 496 Meeting 7:00pm
Monday, January 14 Boy Scout Troop 496 Meeting 7:00pm

Wednesday, January 16 Monthly Dinner Meeting – Celebrating 1,000th Consecutive Dinner Meetings 6:30pm
Saturday, January 19 Shotgun Range Current Officer Signup – in the Chapter House 9:00am
Monday, January 21 Boy Scout Troop 496 Meeting 7:00pm

Wednesday, January 23 Board of Governors Meeting 7:30pm
Saturday, January 26 Eagles Junior Rifle Club – Practice at R&P Range Starting at 1:00pm
Saturday, January 26 Conservation Speakers Dinner 6:00pm
Monday, January 28 Boy Scout Troop 496 Meeting 7:00pm

JANUARY 2019

DECEMBER
Saturday, December 1 Decorate the Chapter House for the Holidays 10:00am – 12:00 noon
Saturday, December 1 Eagles Junior Rifle Club – Practice at R&P Range Starting at 1:00pm
Monday, December 3 Boy Scout Troop 496 Meeting 7:00pm
Saturday, December 8 Adopt A-Road Cleanup – meet at the Chapter House 8:00am
Saturday, December 9 Shotgun Range Closed for Winter League set up 1:00pm
Saturday, December 8 Chapter Holiday Party 7:00pm
Sunday, December 9 Winter Sporting Clays League 9:00am – 1:00pm

Monday, December 10 Boy Scout Troop 496 Meeting 7:00pm
Saturday, December 15 Chapter House Cleanup 9:00am- 12:00 noon
Saturday, December 15 Eagles Junior Rifle Club – R&P Range – Holiday Reindeer Shoot Starting at 1:00pm
Sunday, December 16 Seneca Bird Count – in the Chapter House 7:00am – 11:00am
Monday, December 17 Boy Scout Troop 496 Meeting 7:00pm

Wednesday, December 19 Monthly Dinner Meeting 6:30
Wednesday, December 19 Board of Governors Meeting immediately following 

Dinner Meeting – 8:30pm
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VOLUNTEER 
OPPORTUNITIES

Welcome to the B-CC IWLA Family
The following members were inducted at the November

dinner meeting: 

Mark S. Klock
Interests: Hunter Education; Rifle & Pistol; Wildlife Management

Art Stouffs
Interests: Grant Writing; Rifle & Pistol; Trap, Skeet & Sporting Clays

Membership Committee Report
Tucker Mostrom, Membership Secretary
MembershipSecretary.BCC.IWLA@gmail.com

MEMBERSHIP RENEWALS UPDATE
1. Considering the holidays, there are scarcely 30 days left

until the $33 late fee will be assessed for outstanding 2019
membership renewals. “I didn’t receive a renewal” won’t
“get it done” this late in the season. Email me at
MembershipSecretary.BCC.IWLA@gmail.com now to get
ahead of this if you have mitigating issues, questions, or
changes to your membership.

2. As of the beginning of December, 400 renewal requests
have been received with 350 processed at IWLA National.

3. Reminder: Members have until December 31st to earn
their six 2018 volunteer hours. 2018 is NOT over yet even
though members have received their renewal applications.

4. Members hunting on the property in January 2019 MUST
have had their renewals received by the chapter OR these
hunters do NOT have the legally required written permis-
sion to hunt on the B-CC IWLA property.

5. In lieu of a formal membership card, members whose
renewals have been received by the chapter may request
an email from the Membership Secretary that validates
their good standing to carry in the field as written permis-
sion to hunt.

CHAPTER MEMBERSHIP UPDATE
Membership stands at the following levels as of the

September Board of Governors meeting:

548 Individual members
174 Family members (x2=348)

2 Youth Members
15 Student Members
13 Associate Members
83 Retired Members                               

1,009 Total – Active memberships

Log Splitting
Farm Chairman Phil Taylor is looking for four volunteers
and a hydraulic log-splitter to turn some of the dead
wood on the farm into firewood for the Chapter House.
Because the cold weather is upon us, Phil would like to
do this as soon as possible. Please contact Phil at
farm.bcc.iwla.gmail.com and let him know when you
could be available in the near future and if you are able
to provide a log splitter. Once he has enough volunteers,
he will contact you with the splitting party date.

December Chapter House Cleanup
Cleanup is scheduled for Saturday, December 15 from
approximately 9:00am – 12:00 noon. Contact Tucker
Mostrom at Chapterhouse.BCC.IWLA@gmail.com with
questions.

Conservation Speakers Dinner
Contact Andy Wight at andywight1@hotmail.com if you
are able to help with the planning, set up, and clean up
for the Conservation Dinner scheduled for Saturday,
January 26, 2019.

Chapter House Maintenance
Volunteers needed to help deep clean the Chapter
House – mold needs to be removed and the interior
needs to be painted. Contact Tucker Mostrom –
Chapterhouse.BCC.IWLA@gmail.com.

Trails
Brian King – Trails.BCC.IWLA@gmail.com – is looking
for help with marking and maintaining the chapter trails.

2019 Adopt-A-Road Cleanup Schedule 
The B-CC IWLA Adopt-A-Road team will meet at the

Chapter House at 8:00am for cleanup on the following dates:

• Saturday, February 9
• Saturday, April 13
• Saturday, July 13
• Saturday, September 14

Litter bags, gloves, and orange
traffic vests will be made avail-
able for participants. If you would
like to participate or have ques-
tions concerning the upcoming
road cleanups, contact John
Robinson – 301 641-1188.

Hunter Safety Announcement
The 2019 Hunter Education for the B-CC IWLA will be held

on the weekends of May 4 & 5 and September 8 & 9.
Registration will begin after January 1, 2019. This class is a
two-day course that starts at 8:00am sharp and finishes
approximately at 4:00pm on both days. There is no charge for
the class, it is open to all ages, and all materials are provided
by the state. If you wish to enroll, you must go to www.regis-
ter-ed.com and click on the state of Maryland then find
Hunter Education Classroom Course. Make sure you choose
the correct location and dates.

As a reminder…
All chapter members wishing to hunt on our farm
must register on the Chapter website to acknowl-
edge understanding our rules and property
boundaries. This is a yearly requirement. 
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Shotgun Range Report
Warner Parks, Committee Chair
301 540-1947 (Home) 240 620-6942 (Cell)
wparks29@gmail.com

All current range officers – please mark your calendars –
there will be three sign-up meetings for the upcoming year:
Saturday, January 19; Saturday, February 16; and Saturday,
March 9. All three meetings will be held in the Chapter House
at 9:00am. After the March range officer sign up, there will be
a range officers training class for anyone interested in becom-
ing a shotgun range officer. 

Range hours for January, February and March will be
9:00am to 4:00pm.

Remember to stand to the side when cocking all arms. THE
TRAP MACHINE needs a few minutes to warm up before you
cock the throwing arm. 

Refill and restock the skeet houses and uncock all machines
when done. Additional targets are stored in the container
next to the parking lot, the trailer under the tower, and the
low skeet house on the left field. 

Please pick up your empty shotgun shells and trash when
finished shooting. Keep the range clean and restocked for the
next range officer and shooters. 

All Shotgun Range Equipment is to be used by pre-quali-
fied Shotgun Range Officers ONLY. If any equipment is
malfunctioning, please let Joel or me know ASAP.

RANGE OFFICER SCHEDULE
DECEMBER
Sunday, December 2 Chuck Aubertin
Sunday, December 9 Need RO’s – Winter League
Sunday, December 16 Need RO’s
Sunday, December 23 Mike Noble
Sunday, December 30 Need RO’s

JANUARY
Sunday, January 6 Joel Graham
Sunday, January 13 Joel Graham
Sunday, January 20 Need RO’s
Sunday, January 27 Need RO’s

HOURS OF OPERATION 
Sunday’s (through December 30)
9:00am to 5:00pm
Trap, Skeet, Sporting Clays

Sunday’s (January, February, and March)
9:00am to 4:00pm
Trap, Skeet, Sporting Clays

Archeology Trip Report
On November 17, 2018

the B-CC IWLA Arche-
ology Committee con-
ducted an exploration of
the West Woods. The
objective was to try to
locate Besher’s Quarry.

Besher’s Quarry is
briefly mentioned in a
number of archeology
documents dating from
the 1960’s. But its exact
location seems to have
been lost over time. One
tantalizing clue is from
our own Chapter History.
It mentions Besher’s
Quarry, saying: “A part of
this stewardship is the
recognition that we are
not the first occupants of
this land, and that what
came before must be pre-
served … also Besher’s
quarry (quartzite) on the West Woods tract.”

The most detailed information we have comes from a 1960
archeology reports. It describes, “A large archaic site and
associated quartzite quarry.” It goes on to report recovering
hundreds of quartzite artifacts! The location was said to be,
“a few miles upstream from the Winslow Site.” (The Winslow
Site is near Sycamore Landing Road.)

Quartzite is a light brown
stone looking somewhat like
sandstone. But quartzite can
be chipped into a shape with a
razor sharp edge. What we
were looking for could be a
rock outcropping, but more
likely it’s a field of river stones.
Over the ages the Potomac
River has carried cobblestones
from upstream and left them

throughout the West Woods. That was when the river was
much higher – before it carved out the valley.

As for our hike itself we had a great turnout! There were
almost a dozen people and many members brought their chil-
dren. We did not locate Besher’s Quarry. But everyone
enjoyed the sun and being outdoors, plus it was educational.
We did find two things: first, there is an excavation on the
west bank of the stream we followed. It appears that some-
one was prospecting. Since sandstone was quarried just
downstream and marble was quarried just upstream, maybe
someone was once looking for one of those two minerals. We
also found a few broken quartz cobblestones and a few
quartz chips (see photo). These could be pieces from prehis-
toric stone projectile making. However, they probably washed
downhill because the only quarts rocks we saw were in the
stream bed. Other than that the only rock we saw was Triassic
Shale.

Going forward we may return to search for Besher’s
Quarry. But if we do then we should look at higher elevation.
The quartz chips we found may be a clue but they probably
washed downhill. We know that there are quartz cobble-
stones at higher elevation. But quartz and quartzite are two
different things. It would be interesting to locate this report-
ed source of quartzite.

NOTICE
We do not have permission to hunt or go on any of our
neighbor’s properties. In the event that you wound an
animal and it expires on the property owned by Joe
Morin, located to the north and west of our farm on
several different boundaries, or the property owned by
Vikki Van Winkle, located north of the NE Woods, you
may enter their property only after calling them and
asking permission. You must not enter their properties
with a weapon of any kind.

Joe Morin (301 674-5397)
Vikki Van Winkle (301 379-3560)
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Rifle & Pistol Range Report
Thoran Menser, Committee Chair
301 972-8353 bcciwla.rp@gmail.com

Chris Efdimis, Chief Range Officer
240 372-2258 bcciwla.rp@gmail.com

REMINDERS
• All Must PICK UP THEIR BRASS! 
• Put paper in the trash. If the cans are full, please empty

them.
• Keep watch on Guests you bring. It is your place to brief

them on the SOP’s.
• Be safe and enjoy the range respectfully.

RANGE OFFICER DUTY DAYS
The calendar is showing days in which there is not a Range

Officer on duty. This means the range is closed to the general
membership. However, if any RO is available and has pulled
their two days of duty for the year already and would like to
volunteer, you can earn chapter volunteer hours. Please
contact Thoran.

DECMBER
Saturday, Dec. 1 Chung, K., Gochnour, G., Turner, J.,

Peterson, K., Brafford, K., Ma, A.
Sunday, Dec. 2 Neily, J., Epstein, G., Flinchum, D., 

Crowe, C.
Saturday, Dec. 8 Kang, J., Kang, Y., Yau, T., Drummond, R.,

Gochnour, G., Hendrickson, J.
Sunday, Dec. 9 Pedersen, P., Keller, A., Johnson, G.,

Flinchum, D., Hendrickson, J.
Saturday, Dec. 15 No Range Officer on duty
Sunday, Dec. 16 Lowe, C., Ma, A.
Saturday, Dec. 22 No Range Officer on duty
Sunday, Dec. 23 No Range Officer on duty
Saturday, Dec. 29 Keller, A., Pedersen, P.
Sunday, Dec. 30 Tvelia, J.

The Rifle Pistol Range will be closed to the general mem-
bership for the months of January thru March. It will re-open
on April 6, 2019.

The January newsletter will have the sign up dates for the
2019 Range Officer duty day sign up. This is only for current
Range Officers.

B-CC IWLA Eagles Junior Rifle Club
Rex Gori, Head Coach
301 922-8328 aurelius.gori1@verizon.net 

Do you want to learn to shoot .22 rifles well? If you or any
youth you might know (11 and up) who wishes to learn to
shoot safely and effectively, give me a call or send me an
email. Years ago, one of our great “kids” was a 63 year-old
attorney! Another amazing young lady participant went on
to shoot in Junior Olympic competitions just a couple of years
ago! The B-CC IWLA Eagles Junior Rifle Club season has
already begun, and we have some great shooters of all ages.
We practice approximately twice a month until June. We nor-
mally meet at the R&P Range on specific Saturdays at 1:00pm.
Check below for our updated schedule. Participants earn NRA
qualification awards and medals, have fun, and gain great
skills. There are even several fun in-house competitions with
prizes! Our reasonable season fee is $90.00 ($70.00 for B-CC
IWLA Members). I hope you can join us. If interested, please
give me a call or send me an email (listed above).

2018 – 2019 SHOOTING SCHEDULE
We meet on Saturdays listed below from 1:00 to 3:00pm

unless otherwise noted.
Clean Up begins 1/2 hour before end of Practice.

2018
December 1 Practice – 1:00pm
December 15 ***Holiday Reindeer Shoot *** 

***Happy Holidays and Winter Break***

2019
January 26 Practice – 1:00pm

February 2 Practice – 1:00pm
***Groundhog Target Shoot***

March 9 Practice – 1:00pm
March 23 Practice – 1:00pm

April 6 Practice – 1:00pm
April 27 Practice – 1:00pm

May 11 Practice – 5:00pm
May 25 Practice – 5:00pm

June 15 Fun Targets / Final Match and Picnic Shoot –
5:00pm 

Always check your e-mail before heading out to practice.
If weather conditions or range conditions change, we may
have to cancel. I will notify all of you via email. This schedule
may be subject to change. You will be notified in advance via
phone or email.

MEMBERSHIP DINNER MEETING

The 999th dinner meeting will be held on
Wednesday, December 19 at the B-CC IWLA
Chapter House. Dinner will be served beginning
around 6:15pm. All members and guests are invited. 

Appetizers will be available before dinner. Dinner
this month will include Salad, Fried Chicken,
Mashed Potatoes, Vegetable, Rolls, Lemonade,
and Dessert.

BOARD OF GOVERNORS MEETING

The Board of Governors meeting will be held at the
B-CC IWLA Chapter House on Wednesday,
December 19 immediately following the Dinner
Meeting. Board members are expected to attend.

�� ATTENTION HUNTERS ��

Tree stands, blinds, or any 
other material that might 

“save” a location for a hunter
must not be left out on 

chapter grounds overnight.



Catch a Poacher 24 Hour Hotline
1-800-635-6124

Citizens who supply Maryland Natural Resources Police
with information leading to the arrest and conviction of a
poaching violator are eligible to receive cash rewards. Give
names, addresses, vehicle descriptions, and as much informa-
tion as possible. The anonymity of the caller is guaranteed.
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Wildlife Report
Larry Anderson, Committee Chair
240 246-5302 andupton9@hotmail.com

As a reminder, deer firearm seasons continue through
December 8, and January 4 – 6, and muzzleloader season
December 15 through December 29. Please be careful and
courteous while on the farm during hunting seasons.

We do not have permission to hunt or go on any of our
neighbor’s properties. In the event that you wound an animal
and it expires on the property owned by Joe Morin, located
to the north and west of our farm on several different bound-
aries, or the property owned by Vikki Van Winkle, located
north of the NE Woods, you may enter their property only
after calling them and asking permission – Joe Morin
(301 674-5397), Vikki Van Winkle (301 379-3560). You must
not enter their properties with a weapon of any kind.

As some of our members scout and prepare for hunting
seasons, game cameras are used to aid in selecting deer activ-
ity patterns. Our chapter has no prohibition on the use of
game cameras, and we ask that we respect the property of
others. If anyone with a game camera (or regular camera)
captures interesting pictures of wildlife, please forward them
to the wildlife committee for sharing and archiving. A recent
picture of a black bear has come forward thanks to Ed Carroll
from his camera in the West Woods. Obviously, we should all
be vigilant and aware of our surroundings while on the farm. 

Check out our Facebook page!

Izaak Walton League of America 
Bethesda – Chevy Chase Chapter

Archery Report
Dave Drazen, Committee Chair
301 655-8459 (Cell) daviddrazen@gmail.com

With our recent grant from IWLA National, we are buying
equipment to help set up a series of youth archery classes and
to support events like Heritage Days. We will be running an 8-
week class from April 24 to June 5 next spring. It starts the
week after Montgomery County Spring Break and runs to the
week before school ends. We are working out the remaining
details now. If there is sufficient interest, we can provide a
similar class for adults. 

As always the bags on the range are open to members to
shoot year round, but with field points only. We plan on get-
ting targets for broadhead use this year. 

If you’re interested on getting on the archery email list,
just shoot me an email. We will hold a planning meeting in
February for those who are interested in helping us out next
year. We always need help setting up and taking down our 3D
course and we will have plenty of repairs next season around
the course. Come help work off your volunteer hours. 

REMEMBER...
Hunting on the B-CC IWLA 

property is for members only – 
guest hunters are not permitted.
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As a member of the B-CC IWLA, I want to do my part and contribute the following amount to the B-CC IWLA Land
Fund Campaign. 

Name

Address

City State Zip

$50 $100 $200 $500 $1000 OTHER
Your contribution is tax deductible.

Please mail contribution form and check (written out to B-CC IWLA) to B-CC IWLA, PO Box 542, Poolesville, MD 20837

2018 – 2019 Land Fund

B-CC IWLA 2018 TELETHON
Happy Holidays to Everyone

The Bethesda-Chevy Chase Chapter’s annual telethon was held Sunday, December 9 with
16 members working to reach our entire 1,000 plus membership. When asked to support
the Land Fund with a personal contribution that is tax deductible and 100% efficient, the
callers received a warm and positive response from almost everyone. Pledges were made,
and many phone messages were left detailing the chapter’s mailing address: B-CC IWLA,
PO Box 542, Poolesville, MD 20837. Please mail your contribution check made out to 
B-CC IWLA with this year’s membership renewal to the above address making sure you
write Land Fund in the memo section of the check. Now is the time to contribute to
the Land Fund or to honor the pledges previously made to the chapter’s Land Fund.

A fair question for new and current members to ask, “Just what is the B-CC IWLA Land
Fund – what’s it all about and why should I contribute?” In a nut shell we purchase adja-
cent lands to our existing 624-acre farm to protect our conservation mission, our
fishing sports, our shooting sports, our hunting sports, and your ability to enjoy the
entire farm at any time you desire without asking anyone for permission – it’s your
farm. Development, without exception is the reason many chapters of the Izaak Walton
League have lost their shooting and hunting activities. Your contribution to the B-CC
IWLA Land Fund will protect your chosen life style and outdoor activities for yourself and
future generations. Land purchase is difficult and expensive, exceeding what most
individuals can afford, but together with over 1,000 like-minded folks making whatever
contributions affordable to them, we can, and we will, meet the challenges of the future. 

Jack Mandel



Chapter House Report
R. Tucker Mostrom, Committee Chair
Chapterhouse.BCC.IWLA@gmail.com

The B-CC IWLA chapter house has been decorated for the
holiday season!

Carol Hulce-Efdimis and a merry band of volunteers
harvested a beautiful Christmas tree from our fields and
decorated it in its place of honor in the chapter house great-
room. Garland, lights, baubles, and ornaments of all kinds
adorn the building inside and out. I hope that you were able
to get out for the annual holiday party on the December 8,
but make a point to visit the chapter house before the deco-
rations come down in January.
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Contact Larry Anderson at andupton9@hotmail.com if you
want to harvest your own very-reasonably priced Christmas
tree.

Reactions to the new timer switches and doorstops in the
bathrooms have been good. Please remember to prop the
bathroom doors open when the bathrooms are unoccupied.
The improved air circulation helps on multiple fronts.

The Chapterhouse Committee is working to increase the
usability of the member kitchen in the hallway behind the bar
area. Our hope is that more members will take advantage of
this opportunity. Unless cleared with the Chapterhouse
Committee, members must leave the refrigerator empty and
clean. Please refill ice trays as you go. All utensils, pots, pans,
cutlery, etc. left behind becomes available for general use or
disposal by the chapter house committee without notice.

After all meetings, events, and visits to the chapter house,
there must be NO food trash, food trash receptacles, or food
residue anywhere in the chapter house. Insects and field
rodents, even in common areas of the chapter house will
threaten our commercial-kitchen license to serve food to
members and guests at meetings and events.
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2018 Interpretive Walk In The Woods
Byron “Butch” Mezick

Four B-CC IWLA members, Frank Parker, Mark Gochnour,
Greg Gochnour, and Butch Mezick, hosted 80 Poolesville
Global Ecology students on an “Interpretive Walk in the
Woods” hike. A morning tour and an afternoon tour consist-
ing of 20 students each was presented starting Thursday
morning and ending Friday afternoon. The students started
their walk by observing the prickly pear cactus growing on
the Triassic Red Shale outcrops facing River Road. The unique-
ness of the shale barrens providing a habitat supporting rare
plants and flowers was discussed as well as how such a habi-
tat was formed by natural processes. The tour continued
walking up a steep hill stopping just below the hill’s crest
where we discussed soil erosion and the formation and com-
position of that precious natural resource “Top Soil”. Our next
stop was a pile of trash where we discussed the incredible
longevity of different types of trash; a Styrofoam bait con-
tainer lasts one million years before it decomposes. Our
guests were then taught to identify three different oak trees,
red, white and chestnut by their bark and leaves. Buck rubs
and buck scrapes were discovered and discussed as the stu-
dents progressed on the walk. A presentation of zoning laws,
development in general, and the Montgomery County
Agricultural Reserve was offered as the students stood in an
obsolete power line right of way clearing showcasing the
high rise developments on the other side of the Potomac
River in the state of Virginia contrasting the undeveloped
woodlands they were hiking. A short description of the com-
ponents of habitat required by all animals was explained, as
was the devastating impact of human development to all
other plants and animals in the natural world. The Federal
Aid in Wildlife Restoration Act better known at the Pittman-
Robertson Act was highlighted with its contribution to date
of 13 billion dollars to wildlife and wildlife habitat since its
inception in 1937. Full size turkey decoys were observed and
the incredible eyesight and hearing of turkeys was discussed
followed by a demonstration of turkey box and mouth calls.
Previously planted items such as a deer scull complete with
antlers, a snake skin, turkey feathers, and animal bones with
teeth marks left by animals in the pursuit of calcium were dis-
covered by our students as they became “seers” of the natur-
al world. The incredible natural process of photosynthesis
explaining how a tree was produced from carbon dioxide and
water under the influence of the sun’s energy was explained

including a bit of information of why a leaf is green. We pro-
ceeded to the exam area, yes this interpretive walk in the
woods includes and exam where the students worked individ-
ually during a period of silence in an area that is rich in exam-
ples of topics previously discussed and where the tour guides
have planted items of interest. Each student is given the
opportunity to explain to the others what they found and
share some information about their discovery. A short stop by
our abandoned mine is followed by a brisk walk as we com-
pleted the hike and the students boarded the bus waiting at
our chapter house to return them to Poolesville High School.
With programs such as the “Interpretive Walk in the Woods”
the B-CC IWLA will provide conservation education to the
next generation of conservationists.

Interpretive Walk Leaders: 
Left to Right – Butch Mezick, Greg Gochnour, Frank Parker, Mark Gochnour

Maryland Deer Hunters get New Tax
Break for Donating Venison

The B-CC Chapter of the IWLA encourages all hunters to
use the newly passed Maryland tax credit that allows hunters
to write off up to $50 of butchering costs per antlerless deer
(maximum $200 – up to four antlerless deer annually) donat-
ed to food bank charities like Farmers & Hunters Feeding the
Hungry. This tax credit is available to all Maryland hunters
from within the Izaak Walton League of America and from
without.

The B-CC Chapter of the IWLA has been substantially sup-
porting FHFH in its efforts to feed the hungry for a number of
years now.

Join the State of Maryland in its fight against hunger by
donating deer and processing costs to a local food bank or
chapter of FHFH and write off $50 per deer.

Farmers & Hunters Feeding the Hungry
https://www.fhfh.org

MISSION
Inspired by a passion for the outdoors and compassion for

the needy, Farmers and Hunters Feeding the Hungry (FHFH) is
committed to addressing America's hunger problem in a
unique and relevant way. Established in 1997, FHFH enables
hunters and farmers in states nationwide to provide nutri-
tious meat to feed the hungry of their communities.

Wishing you 

and your family 

Happy Holidays! 
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