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Vice President’s Message
We start the New Year with our president, Jim Tate, on the
mend from a medical procedure. Jim is doing well and
focusing on getting back on his feet. In his brief absence, we
are all lending a helping hand.

Although a relatively quiet time of year on the farm, the
Chapter has been anything but silent. Carol, Tucker, and
many volunteers put together a wonderful Holiday Party
that was well attended and filled with good food, good
friends, and a warm atmosphere. The farm-harvested tree
was absolutely gorgeous as were the decorations. The fare
was supplied by all attendees and ranged in variety from
mac and cheese to wild turkey “McNuggets”– quite a
spread.

Committee chairs have been active preparing for busier
seasons: the R & P range house is sporting a new roof; the
five-stand structures are complete at the shotgun range and
look fantastic; some reconditioned farm equipment has
arrived and replaced some old, tired gear, and Phil has been
testing soil and planning upcoming plantings; John Novak
has been working to facilitate our chapter’s function in the
National Save Our Streams effort.

Our future is our youth, and we are likely to have a greatly
enhanced presence of young people this year thanks to
many new family memberships. In addition, Archery Chair
Dave Drazen is working to have our archery range included
in nationwide youth archery education programs, Steve
Eschholz continues his work training biathletes, and Butch,
Jim and Mark again engaged and captured the imaginations
of another class of students at Poolesville High School –
here on the farm and during the annual Conservation
Scholarship award ceremony at the Chapter House.

We have so much to be grateful for when enjoying the
splendor of our Chapter grounds, but, entering the New
Year, I think we can also all share in the pride of knowing
the positive impact we are imparting on the communities
around us.

Happy New Year, All.

Sincerely,
Jack Mandel, VP
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U P C O M I N G  E V E N T S
for B-CC IWLA and Community

Conservation Dinner
Saturday, January 27

USA Archery 
Level 1 Instructor’s Course

Saturday, February 3

Great Backyard Bird Count
Friday, February 16 – Monday, February 19

Wild Game Dinner
Saturday, February 24

Black Powder Day 
at the Rifle & Pistol Range

Saturday, March 24

Spring Chapter Clean Up Day
Saturday, April 7 (tentative date)

Annual Conservation Dinner
Andy Wight, C&E Committee Chair 
andywight1@hotmail.com 

The Chapter's Annual Conservation Education Dinner will
be held on Saturday, January 27. Our speaker this year is Mrs.
Erin Binns, Head of House for the magnet program at
Poolesville High School. She will talk about the Global
Ecology Studies Program, a magnet curriculum at the High
School, its past, present and future. This is a program that the
Chapter enthusiastically endorses. The dinner will provide us
all with the opportunity to gain insight into how this program
is impacting the environment and more importantly the par-
ticipants in the program.

Dinner starts at 6:00pm and is open to all members, their
families, and the public. Mark Gochnour and his kitchen crew
will be serving a robust spaghetti dinner. Dinner is free of
charge, but please RSVP if you can by Thursday, January 26.
We want to make sure that there is enough spaghetti for
all!!!!
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Board of Governors
Fiscal Year: September 1, 2017 – August 31, 2018

OFFICERS

Jim Tate, President
202 841-2056 • jim@tate-tate.us

Jack Mandel, 1st Vice President
202 487-8440 • jmandeldesign@gmail.com

Jeff Seaman, 2nd Vice President
301 775-4973 • jeff_seaman@hotmail.com

Tucker Mostrom, Membership Secretary
301 252-8825 • MembershipSecretary.BCC.IWLA@gmail.com

Billy Sherrill, Treasurer
240 418-6848 • billo3131@gmail.com

Tom Lamkin, Corresponding Secretary
301 706-3934 • tomlamkin@comcast.net

Shannon Novak, Recording Secretary
301 785-8461 • snovak516@gmail.com

BOARD MEMBERS

Walt Allensworth
301 972-7357 • twangermd@gmail.com

Art Duffy
301 570-0737 • artbevduffy@gmail.com
aduffy@freestateelectric.com

Jack MacGregor
301 972-8857 • jackmac0316@gmail.com

Dave Myers
301 774-4767 • drmyers68@gmail.com

Bill Thelemann
301 620-1535 • thelemann@comcast.net

Carol Hulce-Efdimis, Past President
301 407-0025 • carol2017@aol.com 

* Indicates Officers and Board Members who were absent from the previous
month’s Board of Governors meeting.

The Izaak Walton League of America – a non-profit conser-
vation organization – is recognized as a Section 501(c)(3)
public charity under the Internal Revenue Code.

Address, phone and email changes should be sent to the
Membership Secretary at the above address.

Submissions to the NEWSLETTER should be sent to:

Tom Lamkin
tomlamkin@comcast.net or

Newsletter.BCC.IWLA@gmail.com
301 706-3934 

Summary of the December 2017
Dinner Meeting and
Board of Governors Meeting 
Shannon Novak, Recording Secretary
301 785-8461 snovak516@gmail.com

December 20 Monthly Membership Dinner Meeting 
The 987th consecutive dinner meeting was called to order

at 7:32pm. All attendees enjoyed a fried chicken dinner pre-
pared by the dedicated dinner crew. Chapter President Jim
Tate presented two firearms for auction – a 20 gauge
Remington shotgun and a .22 shotgun. Alan Mullis was the
auctioneer, and both firearms were sold, totaling $485. The
proceeds from the auction were donated to the Land Fund.
Jim Tate also mentioned that he will be undergoing an oper-
ation soon, and will ask the Board of Governors to allow First
Vice President Jack Mandel to act as President while he recov-
ers. Also, four new members were inducted into the Chapter.

NOTABLE COMMITTEE BUSINESS:
• The Christmas Bird Count was a success. Fewer Cardinals

were sighted than what would normally be expected
around this time of year. 

• The hours at the Shotgun Range will be 10:00am – 4:00pm
on Sundays for January and February only; then the range
will go back to its normal hours. The fees will increase on
January 1, 2018.

• The Montgomery County Council has opposed the
Potomac River bridge proposal. There is a new proposal for
a pipeline to be placed under the Potomac and the C&O
Canal. 

December 20 Board of Governors Meeting
• Chapter President Jim Tate called the meeting to order at

8:37pm. All Chapter officers were present, two Board
members were not present, and two members in good
standing were present.  

• The Chapter President did not have anything new to add
to his report from the Dinner Meeting.  

• Chapter Treasurer Bill Sherrill presented his report on the
chapter’s accounts and finances. He also mentioned that he
recently received a phishing email from Jim Tate’s email
address, and cautioned the Board to be on the lookout for
any suspicious emails.  

• Membership Secretary Tucker Mostrom presented his
accounting of the size and breakdown of the Chapter
membership.    

The following Officers and Committee Chairs presented
their updates to the Board:
• Chapter 1st Vice President Jack Mandel (Conservation &

Farm Operations)  
o Andy Wight inquired about use of air rifles on the prop-

erty. He would like to do something with air rifles for
one of his youth events. Air rifles can be used at the R&P
range, but will need to talk to Thoran Menser to coor-
dinate. The shotgun range is also an option. Jeff
Seaman will coordinate with committee chairs. 

o Two of the tractors need maintenance. It is estimated to
cost around $6,000.    

• Chapter Corresponding Secretary Tom Lamkin (Public
Relations & Education) 
o IWLA National approached the Chapter in regard to

using the Chapter for a film. Board members and mem-
bers volunteered their time to be at the Chapter for the
filming, but the crew did not show.  

(continued on page 3)
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o Carol Hulce-Efdimis brought up that Boy Scouts of
America has agreed to allow girls to join Cub Scouts,
Venture Scouts and Boy Scouts.  
• For Cub Scouts: Girls would be in their own separate

den and would have separate den meetings, but
would be present at pack meetings. The procedures
for camping trips will have to be discussed.    

• Jim Tate would like for the board to hear Rob
Parker’s perspective on this issue, and would like to
look at the Chapter’s bylaws pertaining to chartering
scout troops and packs.  

o Conservation and Education (Andy Wight) – Erin Binns
from Global Ecology at PHS will be the speaker at the
Conservation Dinner in January. 

o The Ruffed Grouse Society asked for a grant from the
chapter. Last year, the chapter granted $2,500 to them.
It was suggested that the Board go to McKee Beshers to
see the work that is being done out there. 

o Maryland State IWLA Division (Scott Harmon) – The
Clean Water Challenge and Save our Streams were dis-
cussed at the most recent Ponds & Streams Committee
meeting. Scott is trying to see if the Chapter can get
grants to cover the cost of the sample kits. The approx-
imate cost is $400.  Also, there is the possibility that the
materials can be found at a lower price. 

ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION: (Leading to a Motion)
• (Tucker Mostrom) – Two projects to consider that would be

funded from the Capital account. The first project is to
design and build a new welcome kiosk in the Chapter
House. The second project is to replace one bulletin board
in the Chapter House with one enclosed in glass with
important Chapter information, and will be maintained by
the Chapter. 

• (Tucker Mostrom) – Asked the Board to consider approving
that the treasurer create a new cost code for holiday deco-
rations. The holiday decorations currently come out of the
Christmas party budget, which eats up most of the budget.
It was suggested to propose a separate budget for decora-
tions next year.   

NEW BUSINESS (Motions from the meeting floor)
• Motion to accept one new membership application second-

ed and approved. 
• Motion to make a $500 donation to the Upper

Montgomery County Fire Dept. seconded and approved. 

TALKS FOR THE GOOD OF THE CHAPTER
• Carol Hulce-Efdimis – Ruffed Grouse Society recently held

their fun shoot at the Chapter’s shotgun range. There was
an article published on the event.  

• Jack MacGregor – The last edition of the directory he has is
from 2006.  Wondering if a newer, updated directory could
be created for the membership. Jim Tate suggested making
a proposal for a new directory at the Board meeting in
January.

• John Lamb – Tables and chairs in the Chapter House are not
in great condition. Some need to be replaced, particularly
the tables. Will need to figure out sizes needed and the cost
of replacement.  

• Jack Mandel – Recently noticed that a load of dirt was
dumped in the front field. It was not authorized. New locks
have been ordered for the gates, and they will be put on
the gates soon. Nobody knows who has been dumping ille-
gally on the property. 

Motion to Adjourn was seconded and approved by accla-
mation at 9:51pm.

SUMMARY
(continued from page 2)

Farm Report
Phil Taylor, Committee Chair
301 787-6116     farm.bcc.iwla@gmail.com

During the last couple of months, we have done some
great things around the farm. We have completed our project
in the front field. We can now get our farm equipment to the
back half of the front field in the early spring for planting and
maintaining the field. I would like to thank all of those who
made this possible. 

I'm happy to announce the chapter has received the John
Deere 7000 four-row planter that was ordered in September.
We can't wait to plant our sunflowers in the spring. 

We have received the results from our soil samples taken
from our fields in the early fall. The results were great, prov-
ing that our cover crop and crop rotation is working at
rebuilding our soil structure and nutrients. 

During the next couple of months we will be getting our
equipment repaired and ready to go for spring planting. I am
looking for volunteers to help with trimming back some
brush in different parts of the farm over the next few months.
Please contact me if you are able to help.

Please submit all articles for the February 2018 
newsletter NO LATER THAN FRIDAY, JANUARY 26.

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE

As stated in the Chapter’s Rules 
and Regulations for the Ponds, 
there is no ice skating allowed 

on either of the ponds.

Stay off the ice!
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The Campground is closed during all black powder and firearms deer season.
Check the online www.bcciwla.org electronic calendar for current and updated scheduled times of events.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Date(s) Activity Time

Monday, April 2 Boy Scout Troop 496 Meeting 7:00pm
Saturday, April 7 Chapter Spring Clean Up Day (tentative date) TBD
Monday, April 9 Boy Scout Troop 496 Meeting 7:00pm
Sunday, April 15 Monthly Chapter House Cleanup 9:00am
Monday, April 16 Boy Scout Troop 496 Meeting 7:00pm

Wednesday, April 18 Monthly Membership Dinner Meeting 6:30pm
Thursday, April 19 Cub Scout Pack 694 Meeting 6:30pm
Monday, April 23 Boy Scout Troop 496 Meeting 7:00pm

Wednesday, April 25 Board of Governors Meeting 7:30pm
Monday, April 30 Boy Scout Troop 496 Meeting 7:00pm

APRIL

Saturday, March 3 R&P Range – Sign Up for CURRENT Range Officers and Duty Days TBD
Sunday, March 4 Shotgun Range Officer Sign Up 9:00am
Monday, March 5 Boy Scout Troop 496 Meeting 7:00pm

Saturday, March 10 Adopt-A-Road – meet at the Chapter House 8:00am
Saturday, March 10 R&P Range – Sign Up for CURRENT Range Officers and Duty Days TBD
Monday, March 12 Boy Scout Troop 496 Meeting 7:00pm
Thursday, March 15 Cub Scout Pack 694 Meeting 6:30pm
Saturday, March 17 R&P Range – Sign Up for CURRENT Range Officers and Duty Days TBD
Sunday, March 18 Monthly Chapter House Cleanup 9:00am
Monday, March 19 Boy Scout Troop 496 Meeting 7:00pm

Wednesday, March 21 Monthly Membership Dinner Meeting 6:30pm
Saturday, March 24 Black Powder Day at the R&P Range 9:00am – 4:00pm
Monday, March 26 Boy Scout Troop 496 Meeting 7:00pm

Wednesday, March 28 Board of Governors Meeting 7:30pm
Saturday, March 31 R&P Range Reopens to the General Membership

MARCH

Saturday, February 3 USA Archery Level 1 Instructor’s Course – SIGN UP REQUIRED TBD
Monday, February 5 Boy Scout Troop 496 Meeting 7:00pm

Saturday, February 10 Shotgun Range Officer Sign Up at the Chapter House 9:00am
Saturday, February 10 Girl Scout Father-Daughter Dance 3:00pm – 10:30pm
Monday, February 12 Boy Scout Troop 496 Meeting 7:00pm
Sunday, February 18 Monthly Chapter House Cleanup 9:00am
Monday, February 19 Boy Scout Troop 496 Meeting 7:00pm

Wednesday, February 21 Monthly Membership Dinner Meeting 6:30pm
Saturday, February 24 Wild Game Dinner 6:00pm – 10:30pm
Monday, February 26 Boy Scout Troop 496 Meeting 7:00pm

Wednesday, February 28 Board of Governors Meeting 7:30pm

FEBRUARY

JANUARY
Sunday, January 7 Mags for Vets – pickup 12:00noon
Monday, January 8 Boy Scout Troop 496 Meeting 7:00pm

Wednesday, January 10 Shotgun Range Officer Sign Up at the Chapter House 7:00pm
Saturday, January 13 Monthly Chapter House Cleanup 9:00am
Monday, January 15 Boy Scout Troop 496 Meeting 7:00pm

Wednesday, January 17 Monthly Membership Dinner Meeting 6:30pm
Thursday, January 18 Cub Scout Pack 694 6:30pm
Monday, January 22 Boy Scout Troop 496 Meeting 7:00pm

Wednesday, January 24 Board of Governors Meeting 7:30pm
Saturday, January 27 Conservation Speaker Dinner 6:00pm
Monday, January 29 Boy Scout Troop 496 Meeting 7:00pm
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Shotgun Range Report
Warner Parks, Committee Chair
301 540-1947 (Home) 240 620-6942 (Cell)
wparks29@gmail.com

ATTENTION ALL RANGE OFFICERS
It’s time to start marking your calendar for the upcoming

year. There will be three sign-up meetings. These meetings
are mandatory, not optional. All range officers are required
to attend one meeting to sign up. First meeting will be on
Wednesday, January 10 at 7:00pm in the chapter house. Next
meetings will be on Saturday, February 10 at 9:00am and
Sunday, March 4 at 9:00am in the chapter house.

Also, please be aware that starting January 1, 2018 there
is an increase in range fees. The new fees are listed below,
and I have also posted them in the range house. 

MEMBERS
Trap, Skeet, 5 Stand $5.00
Sporting Clays $12.00

NON-MEMBERS
Trap, Skeet, 5 Stand $6.00
Sporting Clays $14.00

TICKET BOOKS (Members Only)
Trap & Skeet $47.50
Sporting Clays $55.00

Now that winter is here, please do not use the trap in the
4 house or the trap out in the field. 

Range hours for January and February are 10:00am to
4:00pm. Range will resume normal hours starting March 1,
2018.

Please remember to stand to the side when cocking all
arms. THE TRAP MACHINE needs a few minutes to warm up
before you cock the throwing arm. Refill and restock the
skeet houses and uncock all machines when done. Additional
targets are stored in the container next to the parking lot, the
trailer under the tower, and the low skeet house on the left
field. 

Pick up your empty shotgun shells and trash when finished
shooting. Keep the range clean and restocked for the next
range officer and shooters. All Shotgun Range Equipment is
to be used by pre-qualified Shotgun Range Officers ONLY. If
any equipment is malfunctioning, please let Joel or me know
ASAP.

RANGE OFFICER SCHEDULE
JANUARY
Sunday, January 7 Need RO
Sunday, January 14 Need RO
Sunday, January 21 Need RO
Sunday, January 28 Need RO

FEBRUARY
Sunday, February 4 Need RO
Sunday, February 11 Need RO
Sunday, February 18 Need RO
Sunday, February 25 Need RO

HOURS OF OPERATION 
January and February 
Sunday’s 10:00am - 4:00pm Trap, Skeet, Sporting Clays

B-CC IWLA Wild Game Dinner
Pot Luck Dinner, Appetizers, and Door Prizes

Saturday, February 25
6:00pm

Come join your fellow Ike's for our annual 
celebration of the hunt

Bring a game dish, your favorite entree, 
side dish, dessert, or salad to share

Appetizers start at 6:00pm
with dinner to follow

B-CC IWLA Wild Game Dinner
Pot Luck Dinner, Appetizers, and Door Prizes

Saturday, February 24
6:00pm

Come join your fellow Ike's for our annual 
celebration of the hunt

Bring a game dish, your favorite entree, 
side dish, dessert, or salad to share

Appetizers start at 6:00pm
with dinner to follow

Archery Range Report 
Dave Drazen, Committee Chair
301 655-8459 (Cell) daviddrazen@gmail.com

Happy New Year! We currently have 14 people signed up
for the USA Archery Level 1 Certification class that will be
held at the chapter house on February 3, 2018. We have space
for 6 more. The cost will be $50 per person, which is substan-
tially less than what is typically charged for the class. The cost
covers the course materials where you’ll learn about range
safety and setup, steps of shooting, equipment, and lesson
plans. While it will cover the mechanics of shooting, it is not
a class designed to teach archery to those who attend. That
having been said, there are no pre-requisites and members
with no archery experience are welcome. If you’d like to join,
please email me and I will get you the details. 

We will likely have an archery committee meeting in late
February/early March to discuss the upcoming year. If you are
interested in getting updates of what is happening, send me
an email and I’ll add you to our email list where you can keep
in touch with any upcoming activities. Things are quiet right
now, but will ramp up early next year to prepare for the
upcoming season. 

As always, if you have any questions or feedback for the
upcoming year, please don’t hesitate to reach out to me. 
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Rifle & Pistol Range Report
Thoran Menser, Committee Chair
301 972-8353 bcciwla.rp@gmail.com

Chris Efdimis, Chief Range Officer
240 372-2258 bcciwla.rp@gmail.com

RANGE OFFICER SIGN UP
Range Officer sign up for CURRENT Range Officers and

their 2018 duty days will be held on the following Saturdays…
March 3, March 10, and March 17. February’s newsletter will
include the details on the meetings.

RANGE CLOSURES
The range will be closed the months of January, February

and March to the general membership except when opened
by a Range Officer. It will reopen back up to the general
membership on Saturday, March 31, 2018.

RANGE MAINTENANCE
The target stands and the interior of the Range house are

your responsibility. Make sure they are neat and organized
each time you enter.

DAILY MAINTENANCE
• All members using the Range – please remember that this

is your range; help us keep it.
• Call or email when supplies are low, not out; i.e. sign-up

sheets, etc.
• Know the SOP's.
• Clean up after yourself – put brass in the buckets and

paper in the trash. If the cans are full, please empty them.
• Keep watch on Guests you bring to the range; it is your

responsibility to brief them on the SOP's.
• Be safe and enjoy the range respectfully.

HOLD HARMLESS AGREEMENT
On the chapter’s website, under R&P Range, you can print

off a copy of the Hold Harmless Agreement. If you are bring-
ing a guest to the range, it is preferable to do this just in case
we are out of stock in the range house.

BLACK POWDER CLINIC
Muzzleloading enthusiasts will gather for the annual

spring Black Powder Clinic on Saturday, March 24 from
9:00am – 4:00pm. Details to follow in February’s newsletter
and in an email blast.

MEMBERSHIP DINNER MEETING

The 988th dinner meeting will be held on
Wednesday, January 17 at the B-CC IWLA
Chapter House. Dinner will be served at 6:30pm. All
members and guests are invited. 

Appetizers will be available before dinner. Dinner
this month will include Salad, Roasted Pork Loin,
Scalloped Potatoes, Vegetable, Rolls, Lemonade,
and Dessert.

BOARD OF GOVERNORS MEETING

The Board of Governors meeting will be held at the
B-CC IWLA Chapter House on Wednesday,
January 24. Board members are expected to
attend.

Join in! Count birds at the Chapter,
in your backyard, local park,

or wherever you spot a bird, and 
submit your observations online.

1Create a free GBBC account if you have never
participated in the Great Backyard Bird Count
or any other Cornell Lab citizen-science project,

or have not participated in the GBBC since 2013. If
you already created an account for the GBBC in the
past, or if you’re already registered with eBird or
another Cornell Lab citizen-science project, you can
use your existing user name and password.

2Count birds for at least 15 minutes on one or
more days of the GBBC. You can count for
longer than that if you wish! Count birds in as

many places and on as many days as you like—one
day, two days, or all four days. Submit a separate
checklist for each new day, for each new location, or
for the same location if you counted at a different
time of day. Estimate the number of individuals of
each species you saw during your count period.

3 Enter your results on the GBBC website by
clicking the “Submit Observations” tab on
the home page. You may also download the

free eBird Mobile app to enter data on a mobile
device. If you already participate in the eBird citi-
zen-science project, please use eBird to submit your
sightings during the GBBC. Your checklists will
count toward the GBBC.

Information from GBBC website – gbbc.birdcount.org



January 2018 7

As a member of the B-CC IWLA, I want to do my part and contribute the following amount to the B-CC IWLA Land
Fund Campaign. 

Name

Address

City State Zip

$50 $100 $200 $500 $1000 OTHER
Your contribution is tax deductible.

Please mail contribution form and check (written out to B-CC IWLA) to Tucker Mostrom, B-CC IWLA, PO Box 542, Poolesville, MD 20837

2018 Land Fund
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Potomac Valley Chapter Ruffed Grouse
Society Event
Reprinted with permission

Sunny skies, cool August temperatures, good food, and
great fellowship welcomed all attendees to the 13th Annual
Fun Shoot & Sporting Clays Challenge. Bill Thelemann took
High Gun honors with an outstanding score of 47. Liza
Thelemann lead all ladies with a score of 34, Larry Cole had
the top Senior score of 43, John Kern won the Side x Side divi-
sion with a score of 40, Ben Daughtry was the Youth
Champion with a score of 26, and Michael Hucke completed
the 50 target challenge to win the New Shooter Award. 

A special thank you goes out to B-CC Chapter of the Izaak
Walton League for providing their outstanding facility to host
this event, the Kemptown Store for providing a great dinner,
and Distinctive Achievements for the beautiful trophies.
Pictured are, from left to right: Michael Hucke, Liza
Thelemann, Bill Thelemann, Larry Cole, John Kern, and Ben
Daughtry.

If you have some hunting pictures or pictures of nature you
would like to share for a slide show shown at the wild game

dinner, please email them to scott.w.harmon@verizon.net.
Call with any questions 301 467-0645.

Wild Game Dinner Slide Show Pictures Needed
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Around the Ponds
John Novak, Co-Chair Ponds & Streams Committee
novakgang4@comcast.net 

Here are a few of the happenings around the ponds over
the past couple of months. Gravel was placed at six sites in
about one foot of water along the shoreline of the small
pond in anticipation of spawning next spring. Some of the
larger sunfish placed in the small pond this past summer may
spawn. There is little to no spawning material for these nest
builders. Sunfish prefer a gravel substrate for spawning.
Typically the nests are constructed by the males that also
guard the nest after spawning.  Additional spawning gravel is
planned for the small pond prior to spring. An inspection of
the shoreline of the big pond will be conducted to determine
the need for spawning gravel.

Water quality sampling by an independent firm was con-
ducted at the big and small ponds in early November. Water
samples taken from the bottom and surface of both ponds
were analyzed for dissolved oxygen, pH, total alkalinity, tem-
perature, nutrients (nitrogen and phosphorus), and turbidity.
A review of this fall data indicates that the water quality of
both ponds is reasonably good with no measurements harm-
ful to fish and other aquatic life. Total alkalinity and nutrient
concentrations for both ponds are considered low for produc-
tive waters which may indicate the need to add a fertilizer to
enhance productivity in the future. 

The solar powered aerators for both ponds have been shut
down until next spring.  These aerators proved to be very ben-
eficial during the warm summer months preventing dissolved
oxygen from falling below levels injurious to fish.

With the onset of freezing water temperatures both ponds
have started to ice over. This creates a hazardous situation for
anyone who risks walking on this ice. Further, dogs that ven-
ture onto ponds could also break through the ice. So, please
stay off the ponds this winter. Warning signs have been
placed at both ponds.

2018 Adopt-A-Road Cleanup Program  
The B-CC IWLA Adopt-A-Road team will meet at the

Chapter House at 8:00am for cleanup on the following dates.  

• March 10
• May 12
• August 4
• October 13

Litter bags, gloves and orange traffic vests will be made
available for participants. If you need volunteer hours, this is
a great program for your participation. Questions concerning
the upcoming road cleanups may be directed to John
Robinson, 301 641-1188.

Hunters Ethics Report
Scott Harmon, Committee Chair
301 467-0645 (Cell) scott.w.harmon@verizon.net

With beginning of a new year, we can look back on last
year’s successes and build on them into the New Year. When
parking on our farm, you must have your membership sticker
displayed in or on your vehicle. Also, remember to have your
membership card on your person, as this is your proof of per-
mission to hunt the farm. 

While hunting on the farm, if you shoot a deer and it runs
onto our neighbor’s property, you must contact them to get
permission to track and retrieve the deer. Their phone num-
bers have been posted on the bulletin board outside the front
door to the chapter house. Vikki from the Johnson farm said
that the best way to get her is by text message. Her cell phone
number is 301 379-3560. Joe on the farm just to our north
prefers a phone call and his cell number is 301 674-5397. Both
Vikki and Joe do not want anyone on their property without
supervision. Let’s honor their wishes. I also have contacted
Billy Willard the neighbor that is south of our farm. Please
contact me to get instruction on retrieving a deer if it runs
onto his property.

The seasons that are in right now are:
Canada Goose Late Resident – until January 31, 2018
Canada Goose Migratory Atlantic Population  – 

until March 3, 20118

Coyote Daylight Hours – until July 31, 2018 
(note: you need a furbearer license)

Coyote Night – until March 15, 2018
Crow  – until March 18, 2018
Ducks – until January 27, 2018
Ground Hog  – until July 31, 2018
Fisher – until February 1, 2018
Squirrel – until February 28, 2018
Rabbit – until February 28, 2018
Raccoon – until March 15, 2018
White Tail Deer Archery  – until January 31, 2018
White Tail Deer Firearm Season – January 5–7, 2018

This being one of my favorite times of year to hunt, it does
require a special amount of preparation and caution. Know
the signs of hypothermia, layer clothing to keep in the heat
and break the wind, let people know when you are expected
back and where you are hunting, and hunt with a friend for
that extra security and fun. Be safe out there.


