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The Fifth Sunday of Easter 

May 2, 2021 

10:00 a.m. 
 

 

 
The health and safety of the most vulnerable in our congregation and community 

remains the highest concern to St. John’s. While closed to the public in the midst of 

the rise in new infections, we continue to ‘live stream’ our Worship to both our St. 

John’s YouTube Page and our St. John’s Facebook page. We anticipate returning 

to in-person worship at 10:00 a.m. on Pentecost Sunday, May 23rd. 



THE HOLY EUCHARIST (RITE II) 

The Liturgy for the Proclamation of the Word of God  

and Celebration of the Holy Communion 
 

Prelude  Basse de Trompette       Gaspard Corrette 

   Three Pieces              John Redford 
 

Opening Hymn # 47  On This Day, The First Of Days 

1 On this day, the first of days, 

 God the Father’s Name we praise, 

 who, creation’s Lord and spring, 

 did the world from darkness bring. 

2 On this day the eternal Son 

 over death his triumph won; 

 on this day the Spirit came 

 with his gifts of living flame. 

3 Maker, who didst fashion me 

 image of thyself to be, 

 fill me with thy love divine, 

 let my every thought be thine. 

4 Holy Jesus, may I be 

 dead and buried here with thee; 

 and, by love inflamed, arise 

 unto thee a sacrifice. 

5 Thou, who dost all gifts impart, 

 shine, blest Spirit, in my heart; 

 best of gifts, thyself bestow; 

 make me burn thy love to know. 

6 God, the blessèd Three in One, 

 dwell within my heart alone; 

 thou dost give thyself to me: 

 help me give myself to thee. 



The Word of God 

The people standing, the Celebrant may say 

Celebrant  Alleluia! Christ is risen! 

People  Alleluia! Christ is risen indeed! 

The Celebrant says 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you 

no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your 

Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy 

Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

The Gloria S # 280   

Glory to God in the highest, 

   and peace to his people on earth. 

Lord God, heavenly King, 

almighty God and Father, 

   we worship you, we give you thanks, 

   we praise you for your glory. 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 

Lord God, Lamb of God, 

you take away the sin of the world: 

   have mercy on us; 

you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 

   receive our prayer. 

For you alone are the Holy One, 

you alone are the Lord, 

you alone are the Most High, 

   Jesus Christ, 

   with the Holy Spirit, 

   in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

The Collect of the Day 

The Celebrant says to the people 

The Lord be with you. 

People  And also with you. 

Celebrant  Let us pray. 

The Celebrant says the Collect. 

Almighty God, whom truly to know is everlasting life: Grant us so perfectly 

to know your Son Jesus Christ to be the way, the truth, and the life, that we may 



steadfastly follow his steps in the way that leads to eternal life; through Jesus 

Christ your Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy 

Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

The Lessons 

INTRODUCTION: Our first reading tells the story of the Jerusalem Council debating the 

presence of Gentiles in the early Church, where James and Paul are leaders. 

A Reading from the Acts of the Apostles: 

Then certain individuals came down from Judea and were teaching the 

brothers, “Unless you are circumcised according to the custom of Moses, you 

cannot be saved.” And after Paul and Barnabas had no small dissension and debate 

with them, Paul and Barnabas and some of the others were appointed to go up to 

Jerusalem to discuss this question with the apostles and the elders. When they 

came to Jerusalem, they were welcomed by the church and the apostles and the 

elders, and they reported all that God had done with them. But some believers who 

belonged to the sect of the Pharisees stood up and said, “It is necessary for them to 

be circumcised and ordered to keep the law of Moses.” The apostles and the elders 

met together to consider this matter. After there had been much debate, Peter stood 

up and said to them, “My brothers, you know that in the early days God made a 

choice among you, that I should be the one through whom the Gentiles would hear 

the message of the good news and become believers. The whole assembly kept 

silence, and listened to Barnabas and Paul as they told of all the signs and wonders 

that God had done through them among the Gentiles. After they finished speaking, 

James replied, “My brothers, listen to me. Simeon has related how God first looked 

favorably on the Gentiles, to take from among them a people for his name. 

Therefore I have reached the decision that we should not trouble those Gentiles 

who are turning to God, but we should write to them to abstain only from things 

polluted by idols and from fornication and from whatever has been strangled and 

from blood. For in every city, for generations past, Moses has had those who 

proclaim him, for he has been read aloud every sabbath in the synagogues.” 

After each Reading, the Reader may say 

The Word of the Lord. 

People  Thanks be to God. 
 

Silence may follow. 

A Psalm, hymn, or anthem may follow each Reading.



Psalm 22:24-30 

24 My praise is of him in the great assembly; * 

I will perform my vows in the presence of those who worship him. 

25 The poor shall eat and be satisfied, 

and those who seek the Lord shall praise him: * 

"May your heart live for ever!" 

26 All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the Lord, * 

and all the families of the nations shall bow before him. 

27 For kingship belongs to the Lord; * 

he rules over the nations. 

28 To him alone all who sleep in the earth bow down in worship; * 

all who go down to the dust fall before him. 

29 My soul shall live for him; 

my descendants shall serve him; * 

they shall be known as the Lord'S for ever. 

30 They shall come and make known to a people yet unborn * 

the saving deeds that he has done. 

INTRODUCTION: In this reading, Paul hands down to his followers the teachings passed down 

to him, including a list of early witnesses to the Resurrection. 

A Reading from the First Letter of Paul to the Corinthians: 

Now I would remind you, brothers and sisters, of the good news that I 

proclaimed to you, which you in turn received, in which also you stand, through 

which also you are being saved, if you hold firmly to the message that I proclaimed 

to you — unless you have come to believe in vain. For I handed on to you as of 

first importance what I in turn had received: that Christ died for our sins in 

accordance with the scriptures, and that he was buried, and that he was raised on 

the third day in accordance with the scriptures, and that he appeared to Cephas, 

then to the twelve. Then he appeared to more than five hundred brothers and sisters 

at one time, most of whom are still alive, though some have died. Then he 

appeared to James, then to all the apostles. Last of all, as to one untimely born, he 

appeared also to me. For I am the least of the apostles, unfit to be called an apostle, 

because I persecuted the church of God. But by the grace of God I am what I am, 

and his grace toward me has not been in vain. 

After each Reading, the Reader may say 

The Word of the Lord. 

People  Thanks be to God. 
 



Gradual Hymn # 529 In Christ There Is No East Or West 

1. In Christ there is no East or West, 
in him no South or North, 

but one great fellowship of love 

throughout the whole wide earth. 

2. Join hands, disciples of the faith 
what e’er your race may be! 

Who serves my Father as his child 

is surely kin to me. 

3. In Christ now meet both East and West, 
in him meet South and North, 

all Christly souls are one in him, 

throughout the whole wide earth. 
Then, all standing, the Deacon or a Priest reads the Gospel, first saying 

 

INTRODUCTION: In this Gospel, Jesus is accused of being out of his mind, and his family 

comes to seize him and take him home. 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according Mark 
People  Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

Then Jesus went home; and the crowd came together again, so that they 

could not even eat. When his family heard it, they went out to restrain him, for 

people were saying, “He has gone out of his mind.” And the scribes who came 

down from Jerusalem said, “He has Beelzebul, and by the ruler of the demons he 

casts out demons.” And Jesus called them to him, and spoke to them in parables, 

“How can Satan cast out Satan? If a kingdom is divided against itself, that 

kingdom cannot stand. And if a house is divided against itself, that house will not 

be able to stand. And if Satan has risen up against himself and is divided, he cannot 

stand, but his end has come. But no one can enter a strong man’s house and 

plunder his property without first tying up the strong man; then indeed the house 

can be plundered. “Truly I tell you, people will be forgiven for their sins and 

whatever blasphemies they utter; but whoever blasphemes against the Holy Spirit 

can never have forgiveness, but is guilty of an eternal sin”— for they had said, “He 

has an unclean spirit.” Then his mother and his brothers came; and standing 

outside, they sent to him and called him. A crowd was sitting around him; and they 

said to him, “Your mother and your brothers and sisters are outside, asking for 

you.” And he replied, “Who are my mother and my brothers?” And looking at 

those who sat around him, he said, “Here are my mother and my brothers! 

Whoever does the will of God is my brother and sister and mother.” Then his 



mother and his brothers came; and standing outside, they sent to him and called 

him. A crowd was sitting around him; and they said to him, “Your mother and your 

brothers and sisters are outside, asking for you.” And he replied, “Who are my 

mother and my brothers?” And looking at those who sat around him, he said, 

“Here are my mother and my brothers! Whoever does the will of God is my 

brother and sister and mother.” 

After the Gospel, the Reader says 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

People  Praise to thee, O Christ. 
 

The Sermon       Easter Sermon Series (part 5) 

The Witnesses of the Resurrection 
“Mary, The Mother Of Jesus, and James: Nonbelievers” 

 

The Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, 

   the Father, the Almighty, 

   maker of heaven and earth, 

   of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

   the only Son of God, 

   eternally begotten of the Father, 

   God from God, Light from Light, 

   true God from true God, 

   begotten, not made, 

   of one Being with the Father. 

   Through him all things were made. 

   For us and for our salvation 

      he came down from heaven: 

   by the power of the Holy Spirit 

      he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 

      and was made man. 

   For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

      he suffered death and was buried. 

      On the third day he rose again 

         in accordance with the Scriptures; 

      he ascended into heaven 

         and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 



      He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

   who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 

   With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 

   He has spoken through the Prophets. 

   We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

   We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

   We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

      and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

The Prayers of the People 

May God, who loves us, open our lips that we may praise him, responding to each 

petition by saying, “Hear us, O risen Christ.” 

+ That we may give ourselves to the study of holy scripture and the traditions of 

our faith, growing deeper in knowledge and understanding, gaining confidence in 

the proclamation of hope to those who hunger for spiritual food; let us pray to the 

Lord. 

Hear us, O risen Christ. 

+ That our leaders may continually seek the love of Christ, through whom we are 

able to love one another; especially António, Secretary General of the United 

Nations, Joe, our President, Ned our Governor, Jim, the First Selectman of the 

town of Washington, for the members of our Congress and Courts; let us pray to 

the Lord. 

Hear us, O risen Christ. 

+ For Suheil, the Archbishop of the Episcopal Diocese of Jerusalem; Justin, 

Archbishop of Canterbury; Bartholomew, Patriarch of Constantinople; Francis, 

Bishop of Rome; Michael, our Presiding Bishop; Ian and Laura, our Bishops; Fr. 

Geoff, our priest, and all the members of this parish, that we may honor God’s call 

and seek their counsel for spiritual direction and pastoral care; let us pray to the 

Lord. 

Hear us, O risen Christ. 

+ For the forgiveness of our sins, those times when anger has subsumed love, and 

stubbornness broken bonds of affection, that we may call upon the charity of the 

Lord to lead us into the heart of reconciliation; let us pray to the Lord. 

Hear us, O risen Christ. 



+ That sacrificing personal gain to discover enduring peace may be a priority of 

this parish and peoples everywhere; let us pray to the Lord. 

Hear us, O risen Christ. 

+ That the Lord may comfort the sick, especially all those suffering in the midst of 

this pandemic, and also Mary Jo Keating, Marlene Smith, Tom Witt, Ed and 

Zemma White, Kathy Coe, Diana Clark, Lisa Lafleur and all who are housebound 

especially Janet Chenery, Joan Beattie, and Ken Hecken, those in the days ahead, 

we may be filled with the hope of the resurrection; let us pray to the Lord. 

Hear us, O risen Christ. 

Let us love one another as God loves us, as we pause now so that all may add their 

own prayers and petitions, either silently in our hearts or aloud in our midst; (pause 

for a moment). 

The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect.  

Everliving God, whose will it is that all should come to you through your 

Son Jesus Christ: Inspire our witness to him, that all may know the power of his 

forgiveness and the hope of his resurrection; who lives and reigns with you and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

Confession of Sin 

The Celebrant says 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

Silence may be kept. 

Minister and People 

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in 

thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left 

undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our 

neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake 

of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight 

in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

 
The Bishop when present, or the Priest, stands and says 

The Almighty and most merciful Lord grant you absolution and remission 

of all your sins, but also time for true repentance, amendment of life, and the grace 

and consolation of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 

The Peace 
The Celebrant says to the people 

The peace of the Lord be always with you. 



People  And also with you. 

Then the Ministers and People may greet one another in the name of the Lord. 

 

The Holy Communion 

The Celebrant may begin the Offertory with one of the sentences of Scripture. 

Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself for us, 

an offering and sacrifice to God. Ephesians 5:2 

Offertory Hymn # 487  Come, My Way, My Truth, My Life 

1 Come, my Way, my Truth, my Life: 

 such a way as gives us breath; 

 such a truth as ends all strife; 

 such a life as killeth death. 

2 Come, my Light, my Feast, my Strength: 

 such a light as shows a feast; 

 such a feast as mends in length; 

 such a strength as makes his guest. 

3 Come, my Joy, my Love, my Heart: 

 such a joy as none can move; 

 such a love as none can part; 

 such a heart as joys in love. 

The Great Thanksgiving 

The Celebrant faces the congregation and sings or says 

The Lord be with you. 

People  And also with you. 

Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 

People  We lift them up to the Lord. 

Celebrant  Let us give thanks unto our Lord God. 

People  It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

Then, facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give 

thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. But chiefly are we 
bound to praise you for the glorious resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ our 

Lord; for he is the true Paschal Lamb, who was sacrificed for us, and has taken 

away the sin of the world. By his death he has destroyed death, and by his rising to 

life again he has won for us everlasting life. Therefore we praise you, joining our 



voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for 

ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 

Celebrant and People 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

   Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

   Hosanna in the highest. 

Then the Celebrant continues 

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have 

made known to us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your 

Word spoken through the prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, 

your Son. For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 

to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have delivered us from 

evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you have brought us out of 

error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life. 

At the following words concerning the bread, the Celebrant is to hold it, or lay a hand upon it; 

and at the words concerning the cup, to hold or place a hand upon the cup and any other vessel 

containing wine to be consecrated. 

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he 

had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, 

eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to 

them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, 

which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you 

drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 

Therefore, according to his command, O Father, 

Celebrant and People 

We remember his death, 

We proclaim his resurrection, 

We await his coming in glory; 

The Celebrant continues 

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; 

presenting to you, from your creation, this bread and this wine. 

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they 

may be the Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. 

Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being 



sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection 

under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly country where, with St. John, our 

Patron and all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of your sons and 

daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of 

the Church, and the author of our salvation. 

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and 

glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN. 

 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy Name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

for ever and ever. Amen.  

 

The Breaking of the Bread 

The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. 

A period of silence is kept. Then may be sung or said 

Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 

Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 

 
Facing the people, the Celebrant says the following Invitation 

The Gifts of God for the People of God. 
 

A Prayer for Spiritual Communion 

Celebrant and People 

In union, O Lord, with the faithful at every altar of your Church where the 

Holy Eucharist is celebrated, we desire to offer our praise and thanksgiving. We 

present to you our souls and bodies with the earnest desire that we may always be 



united to you. And since we cannot now receive you physically, we ask you to 

come into our hearts spiritually. We embrace you with all the affections of our 

souls, confident that nothing can ever separate us from the love God, in Christ 

Jesus our Lord. Amen. 

After Communion, the Celebrant says 

Let us pray. 

The People may join in saying this prayer 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living

members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual 

food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in 

peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness 

and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

The Bishop when present, or the Priest, gives the blessing 

The peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, keep your hearts and

minds in the knowledge and love of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; and 

the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, be among 

you, and remain with you always. Amen. 

Closing Hymn # 457 Thou Art The Way, To Thee Alone 

1 Thou art the Way, to thee alone

from sin and death we flee; 

and all who would the Father seek, 

must seek him, Lord, by thee. 

2 Thou art the Truth, thy word alone 

true wisdom can impart; 

thou only canst inform the mind 

and purify the heart. 

3 Thou art the Life, the rending tomb 

proclaims thy conquering arm; 

and those who put their trust in thee 

nor death nor hell shall harm. 

4 Thou art the Way, the Truth, the Life: 

grant us that way to know, 

that truth to keep, that life to win, 

whose joys eternal flow.



The Celebrant, dismisses them with these words 

Let us go forth in the name of Christ. Alleluia. Alleluia. 

People Thanks be to God. Alleluia. Alleluia. 

Postlude Old 120th        Healey Willan 
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