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 Hello My Friends, 
 

How wonderful it is for me that my decision to 
face the sometimes cumbersome UCC process 
of "Call" led me here. I opened my heart to 
"trust the process," and mysteriously, this 
brought me into discussion with churches from 
California to Maine. As I began interviewing 
with search committees, I began to realize that 
God's presence was more imbedded in the 
search process than I had understood.  Many 
of the churches that were "good fits" on paper 
were not in the same cosmic rhythm of seeking 
as I was.  
 

The towns of Higganum and Haddam 
Connecticut were not even in my imagination 
until I read your church profile out of a 
perfunctory sense of duty to "cast a broad net 
to allow for God's presence and guidance". 
And as I read, I definitely felt the presence of a 
big heart here. This sense deepened as I got to 
know the Higganum and Haddam search 
committee.  
 

Still, I confess I had some doubts. It seemed 
important to begin before Thanksgiving and 
Advent, but the parsonage would not be 
available for some time. I realized I was in a 
juncture where I must commit with my whole 
heart, despite the pieces not being in place.  
This brought me into an even deeper 
appreciation of the warm heart and caring 
hospitality of this community, as I was hosted 
first by Jack and Ginny Murphy, and Charlotte 
Stetson offered her home to me, as well. Next, 
my family and I were welcomed by Mark and 
Nancy Soneson who took care of us through 
Thanksgiving holidays. And now, Greg Shields 
and Sue Henehan have thoughtfully arranged 
our next chapter in Killingworth in the home of 
their friends, the Slaters. All of this gracious 
and warm hospitality has helped me to see 

deeper into the hearts of Haddam and 
Higganum and is surely a reflection of God’s 
loving presence among us.  
 

My journey thus far has been one of hospitality 
and welcome that ignites my heartfelt entry into 
both church communities here. I have also 
been immersed into the beauty of our 
traditional Christian stories of Searching for 
God's presence during times of uncertainty and 
change, Living in Hope, Sharing Peace and 
Joy, and relying upon the Hospitality of 
Strangers who act as God's heart and hands to 
others during the Advent Season.   
 

As I was being drawn into the deeper story of 
Advent by what I was experiencing in our 
communities, I witnessed Nancy Soneson's 
Advent Hope come to life in a way that was so 
meaningful to me. 
 

On a trip to get hay, Nancy and my daughter 
Athena discovered two kittens needing a 
home. Athena convinced Nancy that she really 
wanted the kittens to become her barn cats, so 
they brought them home. The kittens had been 
housed in an animal trap, and Nancy and 
Athena lovingly prepared a stall in the barn as 
a cozy nest for the kittens to enjoy their new 
home. Sadly, in the morning, no kittens were in 
the barn. We searched the barn, the adjoining 
field, and even the nearby woods, with a 
sinking feeling. The kittens were far too young 
to survive on their own, and frost was on the 
grass in the morning. As we all despaired, 
Nancy didn't lose hope, and kept putting food 
out for them. Day after day, she put out the 
food, and it would disappear. Though of 
course, other wildlife could have eaten it. Then 
she saw a little poop, but was it cat poop, or 
'possum's? Impossible to know. Nancy's 
husband Mark suggested setting the trap again 
to see what was eating the food, since he 
wasn't too keen on Nancy feeding all the 
wildlife around the barn. And what did they 
capture? A kitten!! When they let it go, they 
discovered that both kittens had managed to 
bound up the ladder into the barn loft! Nancy's 
ongoing hopeful provision of the meal, despite 
all doubts - and in a way this hope actually 
saved the lives of these kittens who likely 
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would have perished without her steadfast care 
- reveals the way our Advent hopes and 
actions work in the world to bring about 
Emmanuel, God with us!  
 
I invite you all to join in this amazing season of 
Hope, Peace, Joy and Love as we each search 
for Christ's reign in our lives. As in a game of 
hide-and-seek or a treasure hunt, this is the 
season to actively hunt for God's presence and 
declare it to each other! I spy, with my little 
eye, God's Love among us. I spied God's 
presence in the amazing Yuletide Quilt Show, 
where I was brought to tears by the astonishing 
array of colors and patterns representing 
countless hours of loving tenderness and 
vibrant hopes for the comfort, joy, and warmth 
of others. What a fabulous living expression of 
God's presence among us here in Haddam and 
Higganum! 
 
May God's Light illuminate our spirits no matter 
what darkness we walk through. May we all be 
humble enough and hopeful enough to keep 
seeking and receiving from others whatever we 
need to shine our lights through all the 
darkness that we face. May we be radiant! 
 

Amen,  
Pastor Hilary 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PASTORAL TRANSITION 
A joyous welcome to Rev. Hilary McLellan who 
began her ministry with us on November 15th. 
Rev. Hilary may be reached by email at 
fcchaddam@gmail.com or by calling the 
church office 860-345-2742 until a dedicated 
cell phone number is available.  

 

 

A NOTE FROM YOUR MODERATORS 
The events of the past few 
weeks have given us the 
realization of all that we have to 
be thankful for. From welcoming 
Reverend Hillary into our church 
family, to being thankful for the 
efforts of the Joint Search 

Committee, to seeing members join together in 
clean-up efforts at both campuses, to 
appreciating the energy and creativity of the 
Stewardship Committee as the annual 
campaign comes to a close, a spectacular 
effort for the Quilt Show, the list goes on.   
 

These are exciting times and we are grateful 
for the energy and enthusiasm of all the 
members and friends who give so much to 
make our church family what it is today.  We 
can look forward to exciting times ahead as we 
both prepare for the Advent season and begin 
to craft the structure of our joined 
congregations. Much work lies ahead and we 
hope that all members will take part in the 
many discussions and decisions to come.    
 

Merry Christmas and Best Wishes for the New 
Year. 

 

Greg Shields   John Edmondson 
Moderator  HCC Moderator FCCH 
 

 

DECEMBER MEETINGS 

 

Mission Outreach – Tuesday, Dec. 7th, 7pm by 
Zoom (hosted access at FCCH) 
 

Joint Diaconate – Monday, Dec. 13th, 7pm by 
Zoom (hosted access at FHCC) 
 

Joint Council – Tuesday, Dec. 14th, 7pm by 
Zoom (hosted access at FCCH) 
 

HCC Finance – Mon. Dec. 20th, 7pm (HCC) 
 

Physical Reopening Team – Tues. Dec. 21st 
8:30am by Zoom 
 

Please contact Committee Chairs for agendas 
and details of meeting information. 

mailto:fcchaddam@gmail.com
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The 2022 Annual Meetings for both churches 
will be held on January 23, 2022 at FCCH 
following the morning worship service. 
 

All annual report submissions from Officers, 
Boards and Committees are due on or before 
Janurary 10th to the Administrative Assistant 
(fcchaddam@gmail.com) . This will enable the 
reports to be assembled and be available for 
distribution on January 16. 
 

Terry Smith, Clerk HCC 
Patty Blodgett, Clerk FCCH 
 

 

Our churches have 
switched to a new 
Zoom Sign On. 
Please use the 

meeting ID and Password below for online 
access to meetings, adult education, and 
fellowship programs available online.  
 

New Meeting ID: 391 987 2707 
New Password: 90523 

 
 

 

9:30am Sunday Worship 
at HCC during December 

 
 

December 5th 
Worship with Holy Communion 

Second Sunday of Advent 
 

December 12th 
Third Sunday of Advent 

 

December 19th 
Fourth Sunday of Advent 

 

December 26th 
First Sunday after Christmas 

Lessons and Carols  
 

 

Advent Worship Services 
at FCCH 

 

Wednesday, December 15th 
7:00pm 

Blue Service 
A quiet seasonal worship service  

for those who grieve.  
 

Friday, December 24th 
4:00pm 

Christmas Eve Service 
 

 

COMMUNION AT HOME 
Would you like to receive 
communion at home? If so, 
please contact the Church 
office at 860-345-2742 or 
fcchaddam@gmail.com and 
your request will be shared 
with Rev. Hilary. 

 

  

mailto:fcchaddam@gmail.com
mailto:fcchaddam@gmail.com
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November Report 
The Joint Diaconate scheduled after-service 
hospitality, Holiday Decorating, and Service 
Coverage. Many other events will be 
scheduled in consultation with Pastor Hilary, 
including a possible Epiphany Pageant, Family 
Readers for Advent Wreath Ceremonies, the 
Christmas Eve Service, a Blue Christmas 
Service, and the program with Reverend Ross 
on racial justice. 
 

Deacons were reminded that they should 
contact their “sheep” regarding the exciting 
developments occurring at the churches.  
 

The Ruth Bible Study will continue on Zoom for 
three weeks. The group studying the “First 
Light” curriculum is completing their study 
watching the video series on their own. 
Thanks to Natalie Blodgett for the loan of her 
digital video camera. 
 

The position of sexton at FCCH is still open. 
Progress on the Joint Diaconate Goals for 
2021 has been made. The Church Directory is 
in the final update process. The process of 
returning to in-person worship which is live 
streamed is in operation, and work continues 
on assisting with the process of transition to 
our new Pastor and the review of church 
structure. 

 

 

CHOIR PRACTICE 
Do you love to sing? Veteran 
and new choir members are 
invited to join Music Director 
Eric Lundin for practice 
Thursday evenings at 7pm at 
FCCH. The Choir will NOT 
practice on Thursday 
December 9th, 23rd or 30th. Newcomers are 
asked to contact Eric before attending to 
discuss Covid19 precautions and so your 
music can be prepared. 

CHURCH HOSPITALITY 
The Joint Music Committee, 
with help from the Prayer 
Shawl Ministry, will host 
fellowship in December. 
Thank you volunteers! 
 

Per our Covid safety procedures: Food and drink should 
be pre-portioned, self-serve for individual pick up (food 
items wrapped or plated, not self-serve, and beverages 
prepackaged or poured by a host wearing mask and 
gloves). As weather permits, doors and windows may be 
open.  

 

 

SERVICE STREAMING 
Access to the service by 
livestream on YouTube is 
provided. Visit and subscribe 
to our YouTube Channel  
https://www.youtube.com/chan

nel/UC7SxL2fMB-DZu4BxaM6hWNg on 
Sundays at 9:35am or anytime to view 
archived streams. 

 

FIRST LIGHT WEEKDAY STUDY 
First Light Reading Group has decided to 
PAUSE during Advent and will resume in 
January. Newcomers are welcome. Please join 
us for a discussion on what to focus on next 
Monday, January 3rd at 10am in person at 
the Lewis House or on Zoom.  
 

 

INTERCESSORY PRAYER  
Intercessory prayer is 
beseeching God on 
another’s behalf. 
Intercessory prayer for 
other's healing was central 
to Jesus' ministry and is 
foundational in our 

Christian Faith. In 1 Thessalonians 5:17, we 
are reminded to, "Rejoice always, pray without 
ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances, for 
this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you." 
But how can we rejoice, give thanks, and pray 
ceaselessly when occupied by other concerns 
of the day? To learn more from Rev. Hilary 
including examples of Intercessory Prayer and 
for this week's prayer requests, click HERE.  

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC7SxL2fMB-DZu4BxaM6hWNg
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC7SxL2fMB-DZu4BxaM6hWNg
https://mcusercontent.com/14a9ee584ee9aa8acae972dff/files/68ef6e19-0b4f-1cfd-6fae-b55affacd603/Intercessory_Prayer_12_05_21_LP.pdf
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Hello from Christian Education! 
 

A big thanks to everyone who 
helped with the turkey box 
decorating. The feathers were 
beautiful and creative! It was so 
great to see everyone pitching in 
to help assemble the boxes. 

Many thanks to Ginny Evensen for 
coordinating this effort. 
 

I am excited to be working Rev. McLellan! She 
has some wonderful ideas and I can’t wait to 
see where we go with CE in the years to come.  
 

Children can join us Sundays in person or 
Thursdays online as we shift lessons from the 
Fruit of the Spirit to Advent teachings. 
 

Thursday night Sunday School will begin using 
the new church ZOOM account. An email will 
be sent each week with a reminder and sign on 
information.  
 

There are openings for volunteer slots for both 
in person and online Zoom Sunday School on 
Thursdays. Please contact me at if you have 
questions or can volunteer! Thank you for your 
support! 
 

Peace and blessings 
Amy Harlow CE Director 
amyharlow.ucc@gmail.com 

 

Click below to view the CE schedule. 

 

The Quilt Show was a great success! So many 

beautiful works of art were displayed in the 

sanctuary. The Fellowship Hall was set up as a 

Café and our guests were able to enjoy a 

homemade soup, bread and pie lunch. Lunch 

was also available for take. There were lots of 

great stuff to view and purchase. We had a 

display by the Mattatuck Museum in Waterbury 

on a quilting exhibit that is available now at the 

museum. Our neighbors from the Higganum 

Methodist Church had gift items for sale. Our 

quilt raffle was completed. There was also a 

Crafty Tag Sale. This was a chance to turn 

your “never going to finish it” project into 

mission money. THANK YOU!! to everyone 

who helped, visited and cleaned up - you are 

part of our success. A special BIG THANK 

YOU to Nancy Soneson who did so much to 

make this event a success.  

 

mailto:amyharlow.ucc@gmail.com
https://mcusercontent.com/14a9ee584ee9aa8acae972dff/files/31b584b9-7420-5738-92aa-dbbcaf0d0ce8/Sunday_School_Calendar_Handout.pdf
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Linda wins the Quilt Raffle! 

 

 
 

Congratulations to Lisa Burr, winner of the 

Visitors' Favorite Award 
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PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY 

Our Prayer Shawl Ministry 
will meet at 10am at HCC 
on the first Wednesday 
of every month. 
Newcomers are welcome 
to join us! For more information on this 
ministry, please contact Carol Ricker or Edie 
Williams.  
 

 

CHRISTMAS POINSETTIA ORDER 
Our churches will be 
graced with Poinsettia 
plants this year. You 
may order them for 
$12. Please complete 
the Order Form (see 

insert) and drop off with payment to the Church 
Office by Thursday, December 9th or contact 
Ginny Murphy at gjbscmmurf@comcast.net 
860-214-6837. Please make checks payable to 
HCC On Christmas Eve or December 26th, 
you may pick up poinsettia at HCC or FCCH 
after services.  
 

 

HKYFS SANTA’S HELPER LIST 
We have been asked to provide gifts for 
children from HKYFS (Haddam Killingworth 
Youth & Family Services). Tags 
will be on a small Christmas tree 
in the Sanctuary. Please take a 
tag and record the information on 
the sheet by the tree. Gifts should 
be returned unwrapped and with 
the tag attached to HCC on Sunday, 
December 12th, or bring to the FCCH Lewis 
House church office on Thursday from 9-
12noon. Please include a gift receipt. Contact 
Carol Matregrano 860-345-8244 or Ginny 
Murphy 860-214-6837 with questions.  

 

REVERSE ADVENT BAGS 
Advent is the time of year in 
which we reflect on the true 
meaning of Christmas. While we 
often think about what we want to 
get for Christmas, Reverse 

Advent Bags give us an opportunity to 
remember the meaning of advent by giving to 
someone else. Pick up your bags after worship 
and return filled bags to HCC or FCCH. As you 
add items into the bag, (see insert for list) 
remember your blessings and also help 
someone who is in need. The bags will be 
blessed on Epiphany Sunday, January 2nd. 
Reverse Advent Bags will be donated to 
Schwarz Residence at Middlesex YMCA, 
Albert J. Solnit Children’s Center in 
Middletown, St Vincent DePaul/Amazing Grace 
Food Pantry in Middletown. 
 

 

CHRISTMAS COOKIE WALK  
Due to a large special order, 
your support is needed! We 
will need assistance putting 
together 50 plates of cookies 
starting on Thursday, 
December 9th. All hands on 
deck! See the insert for more 

information. The 14th Annual Christmas 
Cookie Walk at HCC will be held on Saturday, 
December 11th from 9am - 12noon. Come 
and fill a box or two with homemade Christmas 
Cookies for only $9 a pound 

 

H/K BACKPACK PROGRAM 
Thank you to everyone who 
donated shelf-stable milk for this 
program. We will continue to 
collect shelf-stable milk in 
December. In addition, this 
program offers hygiene supplies for the 
children, and the manager asked if we would 
collect deodorant for teens- girls and boys. 
If you get coupons that you cannot use for 
deodorant, we also can send those in. 

 

 

OPEN YOUR CLOSET, NOT YOUR WALLET 
This project sponsored by St 
Vincent de Paul in Middletown has 
asked for our help. This project 
involves the Goodwill Donation 
Center and YOU. Open your 

closet and clean out clothes you no longer 

../../../EVENTS/Poinsettia%20Order%20Form%20w%20GRAPHIC%20NOV%2016%202021.doc
../../../EVENTS/Poinsettia%20Order%20Form%20w%20GRAPHIC%20NOV%2016%202021.doc
mailto:gjbscmmurf@comcast.net
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wear and bring the clothing to Goodwill Store 
with a donation card that we have at the 
church. St. Vincent de Paul receives clothing 
vouchers from Goodwill that they can give to 
people who are in need of clothes.  
 

This program is completing its first year, and it 
has been a resounding success. The donations 
have provided $5,500 worth of vouchers that 
have been distributed in the community. These 
vouchers allow people the dignity of shopping 
for their own clothing.  Thank you all for helping 
with this project. The donation cards are still 
available at each 

 

 

PHYSICAL REOPENING TEAM 
Our Covid-19 response has been updated and 
can be viewed HERE. If your church group 
plans public events in the coming 
weeks/months, please contact a member of the 
Team for consultation and specific guidance. 
Members include the Moderators, Minister, and 
Diaconate representatives. 

 

GIVING INFORMATION 

FCCH has an online 

contribution option 

accessible HERE. 

Mailing addresses are: 
 

Higganum Congregational Church 
23 Parsonage Road, Higganum, CT 06441 
 

First Congregational Church of Haddam 
P.O. Box 215, Haddam, CT 06438  
 

 

First Congregational 
Church of Haddam is 
looking for a new Sexton 
(must be age 18 or 
above) or Cleaning 
service. The hours are 
flexible, and the position 

is immediately available. Please click HERE for 
the list of duties and how to apply, and forward 
this information to anyone you think might be 
interested. 
 
 

 

 

 

  3 Alan Hansen   Tracy Thompson 
  4 Barbara Fernandez  Sue Craffey 
  5 Peter Aduskevich  Ryan Andrew Starr 
  6 Jen Lee   Andrew Chadwick 
  9 Timothy Hansen 
13 Jordan Dole 
14 Gail Hollenbeck 
15 Deb Duval 
17 Kyle Buracchi 
18 Alan Chadwick   
 Ashley (Grenman) Araujo 
19 Ceclia Chadwick Pulaski 
21 Lindamae Peck 
23 Gavin Chase Starr 
28 Joshua Bobbish 
29 Dani Paradis 
30 Callie Elizabeth Starr 
31 Carol Smith 
 
 
 

Please contact us at fcchaddam@gmail.com if 
there are omissions from or corrections to our 
birthday and anniversary lists. Thank you.  

../../../COVID%20guidelines/Covid%2011%2016%202021.pdf
https://haddamchurch.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=14a9ee584ee9aa8acae972dff&id=bd71e6158c&e=9a70a5a6ff
https://mcusercontent.com/14a9ee584ee9aa8acae972dff/files/6a525378-aa08-8eac-5bc5-eba9364a89eb/Cleaner_Position_Flier.pdf
mailto:fcchaddam@gmail.com

