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Name: _________________________________________________________ 
 

 

Fundocy Poconos Homework 2019 
Nailed it! 

 
This year at the Poconos we talked about how while we often try to be perfect, we can 
never nail perfection!  But thanks be to God, that was don’t need to be perfect.  Because of 
God’s great love for us, God sent Jesus into the world just for us!   We played games, talked 
and experienced the greatness of God’s love for us no matter what our imperfections might 
be.     
 
We are bummed that you were not able to join us at the retreat.  Here’s the thing about this 
homework…it may not completely cover all that we experienced on the retreat.  One of the 
most important things about the retreat is getting away from home for a few days, getting 
to know each other a bit more and deepening our relationships with God and with each 
other.   
 
Sometimes getting away from the regular routine of school – even just for a weekend – is 
something that helps us see the love that God showers us with and gives us opportunities 
to share that love in new and different ways.  You are encouraged to look at some 
opportunities to join the Trinity youth for any upcoming getaways…to take the time to be 
strengthened for everyday life.   
 
 

1) The following verses are how we kicked off our Friday session together.  Go to 
Colossians 3:12-13 (look it up in your Bible, highlight it and then fill in the blanks 
below.)   

 
“Therefore as God’s ________________ people, _____________ and dearly _________________, clothe 

yourselves with _________________, ____________________, _________________________, ____________________, 

and ________________________.  Bear with each other and ________________ one another if any of 

you has a grievance against someone.  __________________ as the Lord ________________  you.”   

 

The verse from Colossians was picked because it is good for us to hear and remember how 
We ourselves are not perfect, but God sees our imperfections and then clothes us in all of 
these wonderful things.   
As a group we filled in the outline of a body with things that we saw in ourselves as 
imperfections.   
I invite you to list a few things about yourself that you do not think are perfect: _____________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Now think about how God loves you and clothes you with compassion, kindness, humility, 
gentleness and patience.   How does that make you feel?   
Write a prayer to God to share how you feel. 
 
Dear God, ___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
2) Read and highlight our theme verse from the weekend, Romans 12:2,  then fill in the 

blanks below: 
 
“Do not ___________________ to the pattern of this ____________________, but be 

____________________ by the renewing of your ___________________.  Then you will be able to 

test and __________________________ what God’s will is, his _________________, 

____________________ and  _________________________ will.”   

 
   

3) On this passage we are reminded not to conform to the patterns of this world, but 
that we should be transformed.  By the love and grace of God we are transformed 
continually into beings that are called to love and serve God and others.  How does 
knowing that God loves you transform you?  In other words, knowing that God loves 
you, how does that show in the ways you live your life at home, on the sports field, 
at church or as parts of other groups?    
_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

4) Why do you think it’s important not to be conformed to the ways of the world?   
_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

5) Read and re-read the passage from Romans, then write it here in your own words:  
_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Now, stop for a moment and pray.    
 
Dear God, thank you for loving me.  Thank you for surrounding me with friends and 
family that show your love for me.  Help me to hear your call in my life and to not be 
conformed to the ways of this world.  Continue to transform me through your 
forgiveness, love and grace.  In Jesus’ name I pray, amen.   

 
During the day on Saturday, we went to three different sessions.  The following sections 
gives you an overview of what we talked about (minus the fun games.) 
 

Accountability 
 

In this session small groups talked about the reality that we need each other.  They ran a 

race where they needed to be connected to each other in order to complete the race as a 

team.  In this session this group talked about the importance of being supported and 

surrounded by true friends.   

6) How can you tell is someone is a true friend?   
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Sometimes really good friends, you know the kind who will tell you when you have a giant 
hole in the back of your pants or a piece of broccoli in your teeth, can be tough to find.   
If you have this kind of friend, be thankful because most of us know that true and real 
friendship is a rare thing.   
 
 

7) Look up and read and highlight Ecclesiastes 4:12 in your Bible, then write the verse 
below:   

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
In this session, the groups worked together to try to break a piece of string, and then 
they tried to break a piece of string that was 3 pieces woven together.  They found out 
that the piece made up of 3 pieces was harder to break if they even could break it.   
 

 
Just like a cord of three strands, we (people) are stronger when we are together.  A 
fancy word for this is accountability.  We need to have friends who love us, but will also 
be honest with us when we need to hear a hard truth.   
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8) Holding someone accountable begins with loving them and truly caring for them; 
wanting them to be a better person and expecting the same from them when you are 
struggling.  
What are some ways you can hold your friends accountable? Either face to face or 
on social media. 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
9)  List the names of some friends who help hold you accountable: 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

10)  Why do you think accountability is important in friendships?   
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Now stop for a moment and pray, 
Dear God, in a world that wants that expects so much from us, you surround us with friends 
and family who help hold us accountable.  Thank you for these friends ______________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ who are with me to 
help me and keep me on track.  Help me to help them, too, when they are in need of love 
and support.  In Jesus’ name I pray, amen.   
 

Leadership 
 

In this group session we talked about how God’s idea of leadership is very different from 
the world’s idea of leadership.   
 
The world is looking for great leaders.   
What are the qualities that you think great leaders possess?  

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

  
Name some great leaders: 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

What made or makes them great leaders?  
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
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_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Leadership is a skill that the world really does value.  Yet the way that the world defines a 
leader can be very different from the way that God defines a leader.  The world says that to 
be a leader, you have to be first and the best.  And sometimes to ‘get to the top’ you have to 
do things that might go against your conscience. 
 
What are some other ways that you see that the world defines leadership? 
 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Today, the world is looking for leaders. 
But more importantly, God is looking for leaders. 
Leaders who don’t lead like the world might expect. 
 
Read Daniel chapter 1.   
Daniel and his friends were the best of the best from Israelite families and now they were 
in a foreign land.  They had been chosen to join this 3 year ‘training’ and to eventually be in 
the king’s service. Yet, Daniel seemed to be very clear about who and whose he was. 
He belonged to God.  
 
What were some of the decisions that Daniel and his friends made? 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Why do you think that it was important for them to take these stands? 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Daniel was young, and yet he knew that he was different. In a good way.  In a “God way”. 
Daniel wanted it to be obvious that it was God that set him and the others apart. 
They didn’t eat what everyone else ate. 
The Bible says that he didn’t want to be ‘defiled’ by what the king was eating. 
Daniel had the courage to stand up and challenge the leaders. 
Daniel belonged to God and he wanted that to be obvious. 
And God gave Daniel understanding and knowledge. 
 
Think about the people at your school.  Who are the leaders?  Are they positive leaders?  
Why are they leaders?  Why do others listen to them?   
 
These are really important questions that sometimes we don’t take the time to ask, right? 
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Now, imagine that Daniel were to come to your school and live out a similar challenge? 
What would people think about him? 
Would you have the strength to join him? 
Maybe it wouldn’t be that Daniel only ate vegetables or refused the food from the ‘king’s 
table’, but think in modern terms, what might Daniel refuse to do? 
Would he hang out with your friends?  Tell the same jokes?  Listen to your music?  Go to the 
same places on the weekend? 
Or would he refuse to do those things because they were going to weaken him? 
 
See, what Daniel and his friends knew was that they couldn’t be like everyone else. 
They were different.  They led. 
 
Today as we watch the news and everything seems to be about choosing a leader, these are 
important questions to consider: 
What makes a great leader? 
What makes people follow that leader? 
And how can you become the kind of leader God wants? 
 
Imagine that you decide to make the commitments like Daniel made. 
You have choices that you must make about what you eat, wear, and do. 
Do those things make a difference? 
To Daniel they did because they said something about who he was. 
It was about identity for Daniel and the choices he made were very purposeful. 
He wanted everyone in Babylon to know that He belonged to God. 
And God blessed Daniel and his friends. 
God is looking for “Daniels” today. 
Young leaders who are not afraid to be different, but in a good way. 
Leaders who don’t just go along with the crowd. 
Leaders who won’t compromise who they are to ‘fit in’. 
Ask yourself this: In what ways are you tempted to just fit in? 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Why not take a stand and decided to stand out? 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Make a conscious decision about what you put in your body, what you do with your time, 
what you watch, or how you speak. 
Imagine if Daniel had Twitter or Instagram: What would his feed look like? 
Now ask yourself this question:  when others look at you, do they see a leader or someone 
trying to fit in? 
It is a very tough question, but one that I want you to consider very honestly. 
Who are you living to please?  God or everyone else? 
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What changes do you need to make starting today to be the kind of leader God wants you to 
be? 
Because Daniel didn’t wait until he was ‘older’, but knew that God was calling him even as a 
young man to be different. 
And God is calling you to the same. 

 
Now stop for a moment, fill in the blanks and pray: 
Dear God, thank you for loving me.  Thank you for creating me in your image and for 
your great love in my life.  Help me to see the gifts of leadership in myself and in others.  
Help us to lead in the way of your love every day.  In Jesus’ name I pray, amen.   
 

Wisdom 
 
When we got together in this session we talked about how wisdom is living life God’s way.  
It’s not just knowing the right thing to do, but doing, actually doing the right thing.   
Three steps to being wide: 

a) Rely on God. 
b) Think before you act. 
c) Use failure as your teacher.   
 

In the Bible, there is a book called Proverbs.  It is filled with information about 
wisdom.  Let’s look at a verse that is the underlying theme for everything that is found in 
Proverbs.  Go to your Bible, read and highlight Proverbs 1:7, then fill in the blanks below:   
 
 “The __________________ of the Lord is the _________________  of  ____________________,  but 

_____________  despise _____________________ and instruction.” 

 

Respect for God 
The “fear of the Lord” is a frequently used phrase in the Bible. The word “fear” used in this 
phrase has a different meaning than what we use the word for today.  When we say we fear 
something, we usually mean it scares us. In this context, it means utmost respect, honor, or 
reverence.  In other words, true respect and reverence of the deepest kind for God is the 
beginning of wisdom.  Wisdom starts here. You respect, revere, and have faith in God that 
He knows what He is doing, that His plan is the right plan. 
 
Two Parts to Wisdom 
Now, let’s tackle the word “wisdom”.  
How would you define the word wisdom? 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Look up wisdom in the dictionary and write the definition here:  
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
When we think of wisdom, we might think of an old smart dude with a beard, wearing 
glasses and a robe…or something like that. Ha! The word wisdom to us means “smart”. You 
know a lot of stuff. Kind of like you studied really hard in history all year and got an A.  So, 
you’re pretty wise when it comes to history.  
 
The Biblical definition of wisdom is much different. There are two parts. #1 – You know the 
right thing to do (how to live God’s way). #2 – AND you do it! In the case of living a “wise” 
God honoring live life, it means you know how to live God’s way AND you actually do it.  
Wisdom is Protection 
There is an amount of “protection” when  you are “wise” and put God’s way of life into 
action.  
Look up Proverbs 4:6-7a, highlight it in your Bible and then write it here: 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Wisdom—living life according to God’s plan—protects you.  If you think about it, it makes 
sense.  God’s plan is the best plan for your life.  The ability to live that out can protect you 
from the alternatives that are not what is best for you.  Now, of course, just because you 
make wise choices doesn’t mean you’re not protected from bad things happening to you.  
Sometimes, others make choices that affect you, and you have to live with those 
consequences.  
 
Here are three steps to living a “wise” life: 
#1 Rely on God. 
This one seems like a no brainer, right? But how often do we make choices because it’s 
what we want to do, and then end up paying the price for a bad decision? I’ve been there 
about a thousand times. It’s always best to rely on God for the best thing to do in a 
situation. Even if what you want to do is different, trust that God’s way is better.  
 
#2 Think before you act. 
How often do you NOT think before you act? You just react to a situation without thinking. 
You yell at your mom because you think she’s nagging you.   You’re stressed about passing 
the test so you cheat.  Just this one time.  The list goes on.  You would make a lot more 
“wise” decisions if you just paused before acting and took a second to think about the 
possible outcomes of that decision.  Doing this one thing would save you a lot grief.  
 
3. Use failure as your teacher. 
The truth is, you’re going to make fair amount of decisions that have negative 
consequences.  You’re human.  We all mess up.  Welcome to the club.  When you do mess 
up, use it as a learning experience.  Don’t just go through the pain of your bad decision. 
Learn from it.  In fact, think back to your last dumb decision you made.  Take a second to 
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think of it.  (Pause for a minute.)  Now, think about the consequence of that decision.  
(Pause for a minute)  
The big question is… What did you learn from it?  
When you learn from your mistakes, over time you become wise.  Some of the wisest 
people I know made some of the most stupid decisions in their past.  But they didn’t keep 
making them over and over.  They learned from each one.  Do the same.  
 
Why is it hard to trust God’s way rather than your way?  
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Share a time when you went your way rather than God’s way. What happened?  
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Do you think it’s a good idea to think before you act? Why or why not?  
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Share a time when you really messed up and did something stupid. What happened?  
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What did you learn from the experience? 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

Read and highlight Matthew 19:16-26 in your Bible, then fill in the blanks below: 

Just then a man came up to ___________ and asked, “________________, what good thing must I do 

to get eternal ______________?” “Why do you ask me about what is _______________?” Jesus 

replied. “There is only One who is ______________.  If you want to enter life, keep the 

________________________.”  “Which ones?” he inquired. Jesus replied, “ ‘You shall not 

____________________, you shall not commit _____________________, you shall not _____________________, 
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you shall not give false _____________________,  honor your _____________________ and 

_________________,’and ‘love your neighbor as yourself.’”  “All these I have kept,” the young 

man said. “What do I still lack?”  Jesus answered, “If you want to be ____________________, go, 

sell your possessions and give to the ____________________, and you will have ____________________ 

in __________________________. Then come, follow _______________.”  When the young man heard 

this, he went away _____________________, because he had great ______________________.  Then Jesus 

said to his disciples, “Truly I tell you, it is hard for someone who is _________________ to enter 

the kingdom of heaven.  Again I tell you, it is easier for a __________________________to go 

through the eye of a __________________________ than for someone who is rich to enter the 

kingdom of ___________________.”  When the disciples heard this, they were greatly astonished 

and asked, “Who then can be _____________________?” Jesus looked at them and said, “With man 

this is _________________________, but with God all things are ____________________.”  

 

So often the phrase ‘nailed it!’ means you got it just right.  No matter how hard we try, we 
will never be perfect in the eyes of Jesus, but here’s the thing, the really important thing:  

God loves us UNCONDITIONALLY! God loves us NO MATTER WHAT!! That means, that God 
loves us as we are imperfect each and every day.  That’s incredible, right?  

We will try to be the best that we can be.  We will lead others, we will hold others 
accountable as others hold us accountable, and we will be as wise as we can, but we won’t 
be perfect even as we try.   

Thanks be to God that God loves us in the midst of our imperfections.   

On the cross, God showed us this love, through the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ.  
Now that’s good news! 

Now stop, fill in the blanks and pray.  
 
Dear God,  

I thank you because I am marvelously made, in your image.  I may  not be perfect, but you 

still love me no matter what.  . 

These are things that I am happy about right now _____________________, ________________ and 

_____________________.  Here are some things that are bothering me ________________________ and 

________________________.  Help me to see each and every day that your love is greater than all 
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of these things and is always with me.  Help me to see your perfect love for me every single 

day.   

In Jesus’ name I pray, amen.  

 
 


