
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

December 5, 2021  2nd Sunday of Advent 
Service of Word & Table 

 
 
                                                                                � Please stand in body or spirit 
 
 
Prelude    Es Ist Ein Ros’            Cindy Berry  
  
 
Greeting 
 
 The Lord be with you 
 And also with you. 
 
 
Welcome and Announcements                             
 
 We thank God for these opportunities for fellowship and service. 
 Thanks be to God! 
 
 
� Call to Worship  

  
 John came out of the wilderness to preach repentance; 
 he preaches to us still. 
 
 Make straight the paths we now walk 
 and prepare the way for God’s reign of justice and love. 
 
 Let us worship God! 
 
 
 



� Opening Hymn       Heralds of Christ                                             NATIONAL HYMN 
 

 
 
 
� Invocation 
 
 Covenant God, you send us messengers to cleanse and refine us for your coming. Help us 
 endure the mirror of the prophets’ message, that we may see you when you suddenly 
 appear among us; through Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 
 Let us sing praise to God. 
 We will continually praise God’s holy name. 
 
 
� Gloria        Gloria                                                                               GLORIA 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Lighting of the Advent Wreath                 Cowles Family 
 
 See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me, says the Lord of hosts. 
 [first Advent candle is lit] 
 
 The light of hope has awakened our spirits. 
 
 A voice cries out in the wilderness,  
 "Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight." 
 Renew in us your covenant, O God,  
 that we may be ready for the dawn of your salvation. 
 
 We light a second candle to bring light to every darkness,  
 and to guide us in the way of peace. 
 
 [second Advent candle is lit]  
 
 With gratitude for your light, O God,  
 we will prepare to welcome a new birth of your love. 
 
 
Advent Response  Advent 2                                                              TRENTHAM 
 

 
 
 
 
Reception Of New Member 
 
 We invite to come forward the one who wishes to affirm his baptism by uniting with 
 us in this household of faith. 
 
  Brett Clark 
 



  
  
 Friends in Christ, we all are received into the church through the sacrament of baptism. 
 This person has found nurture and support in the midst of the family of Christ. 
 Through prayer and study he has been led by the Holy Spirit to affirm his baptism 
 and to claim in our presence his covenantal relationship with Christ and the members of 
 the church. He is here for service to Jesus Christ, using the gifts which the Holy Spirit 
 bestows. 
 
 God’s message is near you, on your lips and in your heart, that is, the word of faith that 
 we preach. If you confess with your lips that Jesus is Lord and believe that God raised 
 Jesus from the dead, you will be saved. For it is by our faith that we are put right with 
 God; it is by our confession that we are saved. 
 
 
 Brett, do you desire to affirm your baptism into the faith and family of Jesus Christ? 
 I do. 
 
 Do you renounce the powers of evil and desire the freedom of new life in Christ? 
 I do. 
 
 Do you profess Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior? 
 I do. 
 
 Do you promise, by the grace of God, to be Christ’s disciple, to follow in the way of our 
 Savior, to resist oppression and evil, to show love and justice, and to witness to the work 
 and word of Jesus Christ as best you are able? 
 I promise, with the help of God. 
 
 Do you promise, according to the grace given you, to grow in the Christian faith and to 
 be a faithful member of the United Church of Christ, celebrating Christ’s presence and 
 furthering Christ’s mission in all the world? 
 I promise, with the help of God. 

 



 Let us unite with the church in all times and places  
 in confessing our faith in the triune God. 
 
 
 Do you believe in God? 
 I believe in God. 
 
 Do you believe in Jesus Christ? 
 I believe in Jesus Christ. 
 
 Do you believe in the Holy Spirit? 
 I believe in the Holy Spirit 
 
 
 By your baptism you were made one with us in the body of Christ, the church. Today we 
 rejoice in your pilgrimage of faith which has brought you to this time and place. We give 
 thanks for every community of faith that has been your spiritual home, and we celebrate 
 your presence in this household of faith. 
 
 Do you promise to participate in the life and mission of this family of God’s people, 
 sharing regularly in the worship of God and enlisting in the work of this local church as it 
 serves this community and the world? 
 I promise, with the help of God. 

 
 
 Let us, the members of, Enfield Congregational, United Church of Christ, express our 
 welcome and affirm our mutual ministry in Christ. 
 We welcome you with joy in the common life of this church. We promise you our 
 friendship and prayers as we share the hopes and labors of the church of Jesus 
 Christ. By the power of the Holy Spirit may we continue to grow together in God’s 
 knowledge and love and be witnesses of our risen Savior. 
  
 In the name of Jesus Christ, and on behalf of, Enfield Congregational, United Church of 
 Christ, we extend to you the hand of Christian love, welcoming you into the company of 
 this local church. 
 
 Let us pray. 
 
 



 Eternal God, we praise you for calling us to be your servant people and for gathering us 
 into the body of Christ. We thank you for sending to us this believer that we may work 
 together in serving the needs of others. Confirm in us the power of your covenant that we 
 may live in your Spirit, share regularly in worship, and so love each other that we may 
 have among us the same mind which was in Christ Jesus, to whom be all honor and 
 glory. 
 Amen. 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Children’s Moment                              
 
 

 
 
 
 



Old Testament Lesson  Malachi 3:1-4 
 
 See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me, and the Lord whom you 
 seek will suddenly come to his temple. The messenger of the covenant in whom you 
 delight—indeed, he is coming, says the Lord of hosts. But who can endure the day of his 
 coming, and who can stand when he appears? For he is like a refiner’s fire and like 
 fullers’ soap; he will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver, and he will purify the 
 descendants of Levi and refine them like gold and silver, until they present offerings to 
 the Lord in righteousness. Then the offering of Judah and Jerusalem will be pleasing to 
 the Lord as in the days of old and as in former years. 
 
 
Hymn        Down By The Jordan                                    LOBE DEN HERREN 

 
 
 
Epistle Lesson   Philippians 1:3-11 
 
 I thank my God every time I remember you, constantly praying with joy in every one of 
 my prayers for all of you, because of your sharing in the gospel from the first day until 
 now. I am confident of this, that the one who began a good work among you will bring it 
 to completion by the day of Jesus Christ. It is right for me to think this way about all of 
 you, because you hold me in your heart, for all of you share in God’s grace with me, both 
 in my imprisonment and in the defense and confirmation of the gospel. For God is my 
 witness, how I long for all of you with the compassion of Christ Jesus. And this is my 
 prayer, that your love may overflow more and more with knowledge and full insight to 
 help you to determine  what is best, so that in the day of Christ you may be pure and 
 blameless, having produced the harvest of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ 
 for the  glory and praise of God. 



� Hymn            Wild and Lone the Prophet’s Voice                           LA GRANGE 
 

 
 
 
� Gospel Lesson  Luke 3:1-6 
 
 In the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius, when Pontius Pilate was 
 governor of Judea, and Herod was ruler of Galilee, and his brother Philip ruler of the 
 region of Ituraea and Trachonitis, and Lysanias ruler of Abilene, during the high 
 priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came to John son of Zechariah in the 
 wilderness. He went into all the region around the Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of 
 repentance for the forgiveness of sins, as it is written in the book of the words of the 
 prophet Isaiah, “The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the 
 Lord, make his paths straight. Every valley shall be filled, and every mountain and hill 
 shall be made low, and the crooked shall be made straight, and the rough ways made 
 smooth; and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.’” 
  
 The word of God for the people of God. 
 Thanks be to God. 
 
 
Sermon                    The Reverend Dr. Greg Gray 
 
 
 



Sharing our Concerns  
 
 For all these persons and all who are in need. 
 Hold your people near, O God. 
 
 
Sharing our Joys 
 
 We give thanks to God for these blessings. 
 Thanks be to God. 
 
 
Pastoral Prayer  Wait for the Lord - Taize                     WAIT FOR THE LORD 
 

 
   
 
Call to Confession 
 
 Jesus said, Do not let your hearts be weighed down by the sins and worries of this  life, 
 but watch and pray for the grace of God, who will save you in your time of trial. With 
 confidence in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin. 
 
 
Confession 
 
 Lord, have mercy on us. We are not ready for your coming. We live in sin, as 
 though there were no justice. We live in fear, as though there were no grace. 
 Forgive us, Lord. Show us your mercy and steadfast love. Lead us in your truth, and 
 teach us your paths, for you are the God of our salvation. Amen. 
 
 
Declaration of Forgiveness 
 
 Friends, believe the good news: 
 In Jesus Christ you are forgiven. 
 Thanks be to God. 
 
 
� Passing of the Peace 
 
 The peace of Christ be with you 
 And also with you. 
 



Response to the Peace  Dona Nobis Pacem                       DONA NOBIS PACEM 
 

 
 
 
Invitation to the Offering 
 
 We are called by God to present a harvest or righteousness – not by virtue of our own 
 works, but by the grace of the one who began a good work in us, and is even now 
 bringing it to completion. Let us bring the offerings of our lives to the Lord. 
 
 
Offertory   Werde Munter                 Callahan 
 
 
� Doxology       Advent Doxology - Love                                                      OLD 100th  
 

 
 
 
� Prayer of Dedication 
 
 God of all righteousness, receive these gifts of gratitude, the offerings of our lives. Purify 
 them with your refining fire so that they may serve your purposes and shine with your 
 glory; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Holy Communion 
 

  
  
 The Lord be with you. 
 And also with you. 
 
 Lift up your hearts. 
 We lift them up to the Lord. 
 
 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
 It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, 
 Almighty God, creator of heaven and earth, You formed us in your image and breathed 
 into us the breath of life. When we turned away, and our love failed, your love remained 
 steadfast. You delivered us from captivity, made covenant to be our sovereign God, and 
 spoke to us through your prophets, who looked for that day when justice shall roll down 
 like waters and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream, when nation shall not life up 
 sword against nation, neither shall they learn war anymore. 
 
 And so, with your people on earth and all the company of heaven we praise your name 
 and join their unending hymn: 
 Holy, holy, holy Lord; God of power and might. Heaven and earth are full of your 
 glory. Hosanna in the highest! Blessed is the One who comes in the name of the 
 Lord. Hosanna in the highest!  

 
  
 Holy are you, and blessed is your Son Jesus Christ, whom you sent in the fullness  of time 
 to be a light to the nations. You scatter the proud in the imagination of their hearts and 
 have mercy on those who fear you from generation to generation. You put down the 
 mighty from their thrones and exalt those of low degree. You fill the hungry with good 
 things, and the rich you send empty away. Your own Son came among us as a servant, to 



 be Emmanuel, your presence with us. He humbled himself in obedience to your will and 
 freely accepted death on a cross. By baptism of his suffering, death, and resurrection you 
 gave birth to your Church, delivered us from slavery to sin and death, and made with us a 
 new covenant by water and the Spirit.  
 
 On the night in which he gave himself up for us, he took bread, gave thanks to you, broke 
 the bread, gave it to his disciples, and said: “Take, eat; this is my body which is given for 
 you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 
 
 When the supper was over he took the cup, gave thanks to you, gave it to his disciples, 
 and said: “Drink from this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, poured out 
 for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, as often as you drink it, in 
 remembrance of me.” 
 
 And so, in remembrance of these your mighty acts in Jesus Christ, we offer ourselves in 
 praise and thanksgiving as a holy and living sacrifice, in union with Christ’s offering for 
 us, as we proclaim the mystery of faith:  
 Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again. 

 
  
 Pour out your Holy Spirit on us gathered here, and on these gifts of bread and wine. 
 Make them be for us the body and blood of Christ, that we may be for the world the body 
 of Christ, redeemed by his blood. 
 
 By your Spirit make us one with Christ, one with each other, and one in ministry to all 
 the world, until Christ comes in final victory, and we feast at his heavenly banquet. 
 Through your Son Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit in your holy Church all honor and 
 glory is yours, Almighty God, now and forever.   
 Amen.  
 
 And now, with the confidence of children of God, let us pray: 
 
 
Lord’s Prayer  

 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will 
be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us 
our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power and the glory forever. Amen. 

 



Fraction 
 

We break this bread remembering the brokenness of our world and declaring 
our hope of wholeness and shalom is in Christ. 

 
We pour this wine, remembering the pain and bloodshed of our world 
and declaring our hope in the overflowing love of Christ. 

 
 
 
 
Giving of the Bread and Cup 
 

An Open Table! When we celebrate Holy Communion, we are all guests at the table, with Jesus 
himself as our host. We have not earned a place at the table, rather we are invited because of the 
amazing grace of God. For that reason, this celebration of the Holy Communion is open to all 
who wish to know the presence of Christ and the community of God’s people. This is a joyful 
feast for all the people of God.  

We will receive communion at stations by intinction. Please come forward to one of the 
communion stations by the center aisle, receive a piece of bread, dip it in the chalice, partake, and 
return to your seat by the outside aisles. All cups have non-alcoholic grape juice.  

 
 
 
Prayer after Receiving 
 
 We thank you, Lord, that you have fed us in this sacrament, united us with Christ, 
 and given us a foretaste of the heavenly banquet prepared for all peoples. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



� Closing Hymn        John Spoke As a Prophet                     TO GOD BE THE GLORY 
 

 
 
 
 
� Benediction 
 
 
 
Postlude   Lo, He Comes with Clouds Descending            traditional English 
 
 
 
 
 



 

CELEBRATING CHILDREN 

TO THE PARENTS/GUARDIANS OF OUR YOUNG CHILDREN, 

MAY WE SUGGEST... 

Relax! God put the wiggle in children; don’t feel you have to suppress it in God’s house. All are 
welcome!  
 
Sit toward the front where it is easier for your little ones to see and hear what’s going on at the 
altar.  
They tire of seeing the backs of others’ heads.  
 
Quietly explain the parts of worship. 
  
Sing the hymns, pray, and voice the responses. Children learn liturgical behavior by copying 
you.  
 
If you have to leave the service with your child, feel free to do so, but please come back.  
As Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me.”  
 
Remember that the way we welcome children in church directly affects the way they respond to 
the Church, to God, and to one another. Let them know that they are at home in this house of 
worship. 
 
There are activity bags in the back by the door for you and your kids to use and enjoy during 
worship.  
 

TO THE MEMBERS OF THIS CHURCH 

The presence of children is a gift to the Church and they remind us that our church is growing.  
 
Please welcome our children and give a smile of encouragement to their parents/guardians.  


