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How to Connect
•  We are grateful that we can return to our Sanctuary for worship.We will continue to take extra 
   pre cautions for in-door worship and other activities. The Facebook Livestream Worship will 
   remain available. 
•  Our Connection Team reminds you that we have three regular ways to stay up-to-date with our 
   church: “First Presbyterian Church Dalton,” a public page for all to see, “FPC Dalton Connect,” a  
   private page for church members and staff, and “Midweek News,” our church newsletter is 
   available through e-mail.  Members who prefer a paper copy can sign up for this weekly mailing by 
   calling the church office at 706-278-8161. We encourage you to check these pages at least weekly 
   for news, updates and features, including a new segment spotlighting a member.  Check this week’s 
   profile and learn something new about a member and friend.
• Find the most current contact information on our members in the church directory.  It can be   
   found on our website (www.firstpresdalton.org) under the fellowship tab. Please email the church 
   office for the directory password.
•  Regular team meetings will be held at the discretion of  team chairs through videoconference. The 
   office will be available for arranging technical support if  necessary. Scheduling will take place 
   through direct communication but will be posted to the newsletter.

WI-FI

Announcements
• Today we receive confirmands Ian Lively and Caroline Hogshead into full membership in the 
church. The flowers today are given in honor of  our confirmands and in gratitude for their teachers 
Alice Ensley, Walter Jones, Sally Burran, Rob and Michelle Lively, Robert and Rachel Smalley, and Will 
Scott, by the parents of  the confirmands.

• In order to bring the nursery back and support our young families, we hope you will consider 
volunteering in our nursery. The more volunteers we have, the less week-to-week commitment we 
will need from each person. Please email Rev. Will (wscott@firstpresdalton.org) if  you would like to 
help! (Note: both child protection policy and updated COVID safety protocols will be reviewed for 
volunteers.)

• The Missions Team has been in contact with several local organizations to gauge the needs of  
our community. As a result of  our connections, we have made financial donations totaling $37,800 to 
several organizations. (See the Midweek News for a full list.)Your generous tithes and offerings to our 
church make it possible for us to assist our community.  If  you become aware of  a need in our 
community, please let the Missions Team know!  (Margaret Venable mhvchemistry@gmail.com).

• As we continue our reopening plan and our worship begins a return to normalcy, each Sunday the 
Worship Team needs many volunteers for our worship to be decent and in good order. In 
particular, we need ushers and liturgists. If  you are interested in serving in these capacities, please 
email Wesley Sanders at wessanders@gmail.com or call him at 470-209-1490. Even if  you have been 
on the list in the past, we’d ask that you email Wesley so we know you are still able and interested in 
serving. Thank you for your service to Christ and his Church!

Free Wi-Fi is available throughout the church.  There are two options available: 
First Pres Guest 2.4 and First Pres Guest 5. Although these will connect to the same 
network, 2.4 has more strength while 5 has more range. The location of  the device will 
influence which one will automatically connect. The password for the guest network is 
johncalvin



PRELUDE                                     
Tranquility                                                                                              H. Parry

(1848-1918)

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

THE PEACE
             The peace of  Christ be with you.
             And also with you.

THE GREETING
At the sound of  the chimes, please prepare your heart and mind for worship.

INTROIT
Look At the World                                                                                  J. Rutter

(b.1945)

Praise to thee, O Lord, for all creation
give us thankful hearts that we may see
all the gifts we share and every blessing

all things come of  thee.

*CALL TO WORSHIP                                                       Jeane Jones
(from Psalm 100)

Make a joyful noise to the LORD, all the earth.
Worship the LORD with gladness; come into his presence with singing.
Know that the LORD is God.
It is he that made us, and we are his; we are his people, and the sheep of  
his pasture.
Enter his gates with thanksgiving, and his courts with praise.
Give thanks to him, bless his name.  
For the LORD is good;
his steadfast love endures forever, and his faithfulness to all generations.

*PRAYER OF INVOCATION
God who is never far, enter our hearts once more. Speak to us through 
your Word: peace where there is pain, hope where there is fear, faith 
where there is doubt, joy where there is grief, life where there is death. 
Join us together as the body of  Christ, full of  his Spirit, animated by his 
presence, deeper into his love; we pray in Jesus’ name. Amen.
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*Where you see this 
notation, please rise in 
body or in spirit.

Cover Art:
JESUS MAFA. The 
Insistent Friend, from 
Art in the Christian 
Tradition, a project of  
the Vanderbilt Divinity 
Library, Nashville, TN. 
https://diglib.library.
vanderbilt.edu/act-im-
agelink.pl?RC=48293 
[retrieved May 3, 2021]. 
Original source: http://
www.librairie-emman-
uel.fr (contact page: 
https://www.librai-
rie-emmanuel.fr/con-
tact).

JESUS MAFA is a 
response to the New 
Testament readings 
from the Lectionary by 
a Christian community 
in Cameroon, Africa. 
Each of  the readings 
was selected and 
adapted to dramatic 
interpretation by the 
community members. 
Photographs of  their 
interpretations were 
made, and these were 
then transcribed to 
paintings.



*HYMN 41
O Worship the King, All Glorious Above                                                     Lyons

PRAYER OF CONFESSION                         
(A time of  silent prayer and meditation.)
Almighty God, in raising Jesus from the grave, you shattered the power 
of  sin and death. We confess that we remain captive to doubt and fear, 
bound by the ways that lead to death. We overlook the poor and the 
hungry, and pass by those who mourn; we are deaf  to the cries of  the 
oppressed, and indifferent to calls for peace; we despise the weak, and 
abuse the earth you made.

Hymn 41 Note:
Addressing the first two 
stanzas to the singers 
of  the hymn and the 
last three to God, this 
free paraphrase of  
Psalm 104 recasts the 
psalmist’s imagery with 
baroque verve. Though 
it was first published in 
England, the tune has 
been more popular in 
North America than 
there. 

Today’s music is 
reprinted with 
permision from 
OneLicense.net.
A-722902.



Forgive us, God of  mercy. Help us to trust your power to change our lives 
and make us new, that we may know the joy of  life abundant given in 
Jesus Christ, the risen Lord. Amen.

ASSURANCE OF PARDON
             Friends, believe the good news of  the gospel.
 In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. Thanks be to God!

*RESPONSE OF PRAISE
Gloria Patri                                                                                    S. Selvidge Street                                                                    

THE CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

CHORAL RESPONSE
Jesus Loves Me!                                                                    William B. Bradbury

Jesus loves me! This I know, for the Bible tells me so;
Little ones to Him belong; they are weak, but He is strong.

Yes, Jesus loves me! Yes, Jesus loves me!
Yes, Jesus loves me! The Bible tells me so.

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

SCRIPTURE LESSON                                                  
1 John 5:1-6                                                                                                 NRSV 

1Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been born of  God, and 
everyone who loves the parent loves the child. 2By this we know that we love the 
children of  God, when we love God and obey his commandments. 3For the love 
of  God is this, that we obey his commandments. And his commandments are 
not burdensome, 4for whatever is born of  God conquers the world. And this is 
the victory that conquers the world, our faith. 5Who is it that conquers the world 
but the one who believes that Jesus is the Son of  God?

6This is the one who came by water and blood, Jesus Christ, not with the water 
only but with the water and the blood. And the Spirit is the one that testifies, for 
the Spirit is the truth.

             This is the Word of  the Lord.     
 Thanks be to God. 

(Please have children 
remain seated with their 
families during the 
Children’s Message. We 
ask that children over the 
age of  5 remain in worship 
and not go to the nursery.)



ANTHEM
The First Song of  Isaiah                                                                      J.N. White

(b.1938)
Mary Ellen Gurley, mezzo-soprano

Surely, it is God who saves me; I will trust in him and not be afraid. 
For the Lord is my stronghold and my sure defense, and he will be my Savior.
Therefore you shall draw water with rejoicing from the springs of  salvation. 

And on that day you shall say, Give thanks to the Lord and call upon his Name; 
Make his deeds known among the peoples; 

see that they remember that his Name is exalted. 
Sing the praises of  the Lord, for he has done great things, and this is known in all the world. 

Cry aloud, inhabitants of  Zion, ring out your joy, for
the great one in the midst of  you is the Holy One of  Israel.

Surely, it is God who saves me; I will trust in him and not be afraid. 
For the Lord is my stronghold and my sure defense, and he will be my Savior.

 
SCRIPTURE LESSON                                               
John 15:9-17                                                                                               NRSV

9As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; abide in my love.10If  you keep 
my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s 
commandments and abide in his love. 11I have said these things to you so that 
my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be complete.

12“This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. 
13No one has greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. 14You 
are my friends if  you do what I command you. 15I do not call you servants any 
longer, because the servant does not know what the master is doing; but I have 
called you friends, because I have made known to you everything that I have 
heard from my Father. 16You did not choose me but I chose you. And I 
appointed you to go and bear fruit, fruit that will last, so that the Father will give 
you whatever you ask him in my name. 17I am giving you these commands so 
that you may love one another.”

             This is the Word of  the Lord.     
 Thanks be to God. 

SERMON
 “Friendship with God”                                                                 Rev. Will Scott   



*HYMN 282
Come Down, O Love Divine  Down                                                         Ampney

CONFIRMATION

QUESTIONS FOR THE CONFIRMANDS

Trusting in the gracious mercy of  God, do you turn from the ways of  sin and 
renounce evil and its power in the world?

Do you turn to Jesus Christ and accept him as your Lord and Savior, trusting in 
his grace and love?

Will you be Christ’s faithful disciple, obeying his Word and showing his love?

Hymn 282 Note:
This lauda spirituale, 
a kind of  vernacular 
Italian sacred song from 
the late Middle Ages 
and Renaissance, was 
translated into English 
in the 19th century but 
received little notice until 
this tune (named for the 
composer’s birthplace) 
was created for The 
English Hymnal. 



QUESTIONS FOR THE CONGREGATION

Do you, the members of  First Presbyterian Church, promise to support 
Caroline and Ian in their life in Christ and receive them into the membership of  
the church?

We do.

PRAYER OF DEDICATION

STATEMENT TO THE CONFIRMED

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH                              “Apostles’ Creed”
Do you believe in God the Father?

I believe in God the Father almighty, maker of  heaven and earth.

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of  God?

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by 
the Holy Spirit, born of  the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell. On the third day 
he rose again; he ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of  
the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of  
saints, the forgiveness of  sins, the resurrection of  the body, and the life 
everlasting. Amen.

CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE
 Baptized in Water                                                                                   Bunessan

Baptized in water, sealed by the Spirit,
Marked with the sign of  Christ our King;
Born of  the Spirit, we are God’s children;

Joyfully now God’s praises we sing.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE        
             Lord in your mercy.
             Hear our prayer.

THE LORD’S PRAYER

THE OFFERING
www.firstpresdalton.org/giving/

OFFERTORY
O God of  Mercy                                                                                       S. Lole

(b.1957)

Offertory:
O God of  mercy, God 
of  might, in love and pity 
infinite,
Teach us, as ever in thy 
sight, to live our life to thee.
In sickness, sorrow, want, or 
care, whate’er it be, ‘tis ours 
to share,
May we, where help is 
needed, there give help as 
unto thee.
And may thy Holy Spirit 
move all those who live to 
live in love,
Till thou shalt greet in 
heav’n above all those who 
give to thee.

Offering Note:
Copy and paste the link 
under the offering 
onto your browser to 
easily submit your 
online offering.

The Lord’s Prayer:
Our Father who art in 
heaven, hallowed be 
thy name. Thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in 
heaven. Give us this day 
our daily bread; and 
forgive us our debts, as 
we forgive our debtors; 
and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver 
us from evil. For thine 
is the kingdom and the 
power and the glory, 
forever. Amen.



*DOXOLOGY
Doxology with Alleluias                                                            Lasst Uns Erfreuen

Praise God from whom all blessings flow.
Praise Him all creatures here below. Alleluia, Alleluia!

Praise Him above ye heavenly host.
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.

Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

*HYMN 321
The Church’s One Foundation                                                                   Aurelia

Hymn 321 Note:
This hymn was one of  
twelve written by an 
English curate to affirm 
the articles of  the 
Apostles’ Creed with 
biblical allusions such as 
1 Corinthians 3:11 here. 
Though not created for 
this text, the tune was 
joined to it in 1868, and 
the two have been 
inseparable ever since. 



*CHARGE & BENEDICTION

*CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE
God Be with You Till We Meet Again                                                  Traditional

God be with you till we meet again;
By His counsels guide, uphold you,
With His sheep securely fold you;

God be with you till we meet again.

*POSTLUDE

PRAYERS
For the DeLay family as Betsy recovers from surgery for a broken arm;
For Nancy Estes, recovering from COVID-19 after a long stay in the hospital;
For Kristen Sanders, as she continues to struggle with ongoing complications of  
Crohn’s disease;
For Paula Morrow, as she receives inpatient and outpatient treatment for 
Leukemia;
For Mary Kiker and family, as they mourn the loss of  Dot Fletcher;
For Tanja Hunter, friend of  Janice Sims, following a breast cancer diagnosis;
For Claudia Rivers King, sister of  Curtis Rivers, as she undergoes treatment for cancer;
For Kelly, Laura and Charles Allgood’s daughter-in-law, as she resumes 
treatment for breast cancer;
For teacher, students, parents, and school personnel;
For Karen, sister of  Janice Sims, receiving treatment for an illness;
For Mark, a friend of  James Hoskins, in the early stages of  aggressive throat cancer;
For all who are impacted by the coronavirus pandemic;
For nurses, doctors, and healthcare workers;
For Pam Partain’s friend, Elizabeth, a single mom of  three boys, battling 
metastatic melanoma;
For Greg George, as he undergoes treatment for kidney disease;
For First Presbyterian Church of  Cohutta;
For Martha Patton, sister of  Patricia Rivers, as she recovers from a stroke in Atlanta;
For Johnnie Bakkum at Summit Place, Beaufort, South Carolina;
For Rev. Joel Alvis, in his work as Cherokee Presbytery Stated Clerk;
For caregivers and for aging parents.

  

Upcoming 
Events
Sunday, May 9 
Worship - Confirmation 
FPC Sanctuary (& 
Facebook livestream) 
10:30 a.m.
Monday, May 10
Morning Prayers
9:30 a.m.
Bible Study
10:00 a.m.
Tuesday, May 11 
Grateful Heart AA Mtg 
FPC Parlor  
8:00 p.m.
Thursday, May 13
Ascension Day Worship
FPC Sanctuary (& 
Facebook livestream)
6:30 p.m.
Sunday, May 16 
Worship  
FPC Sanctuary (& 
Facebook livestream) 
10:30 a.m.
Session Meeting
Martin House 
11:45 a.m.
Monday, May 17
Morning Prayers
9:30 a.m.
Bible Study
10:00 a.m. 
Tuesday, May 18 
Grateful Heart AA Mtg 
FPC Parlor  
8:00 p.m.
Wednesday, May 19
Saturday Sacks
11:00 a.m.
Sunday, May 23 
Worship  
FPC Sanctuary (& 
Facebook livestream) 
10:30 a.m.
Monday, May 10
Morning Prayers
9:30 a.m.
Bible Study
10:00 a.m.



NOTES:

  



Contact FPC
Phone: 706-278-8161

Rev. Will Scott, Pastor: wscott@firstpresdalton.org
Adam Burnette, Director of  Music: aburnette@firstpresdalton.org

Erin Witt, Office Manager: office@firstpresdalton.org
Mailing Address:

PO Box 489
Dalton, Georgia 30722
www.firstpresdalton.org


