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How to Connect
•  We are grateful that we can return to our Sanctuary for worship.We will continue to take extra pre 
   cautions for in-door worship and other activities since the Covid-19 threat is not over.  Also, the 
   Facebook Livestream Worship will remain available for now.  
•  Our Connection Team reminds you that we have three regular ways to stay up-to-date with our 
   church: “First Presbyterian Church Dalton,” a public page for all to see, “FPC Dalton Connect,” a  
   private page for church members and staff, and “Midweek News,” our church newsletter is 
   available through e-mail.  Members who prefer a paper copy can sign up for this weekly mailing by 
   calling the church office at 706-278-8161. We encourage you to check these pages at least weekly 
   for news, updates and features, including a new segment spotlighting a member.  Check this week’s 
   profile and learn something new about a member and friend.
•  Session members will be in regular contact with every household in the church to offer support and 
   uncover any congregational needs. Session members will be praying for the households under their  
   care. Although pastoral and congregational care will look different in light of  recommended contact 
   precautions, know that I am available via email: wscott@fpcdalton.org and phone: 704.500.6323.
• Find the most current contact information on our members in the church directory.  It can be   
   found on our website (www.firstpresdalton.org) under the fellowship tab. Please email the church 
   office for the directory password.
•  Regular team meetings will be held at the discretion of  team chairs through videoconference. The 
   office will be available for arranging technical support if  necessary. Scheduling will take place 
   through direct communication but will be posted to the newsletter.

WI-FI

Announcements
• In order to bring the nursery back and support our young families, we hope you will consider 
volunteering in our nursery. The more volunteers we have, the less week-to-week commitment we 
will need from each person. Please email Rev. Will (wscott@firstpresdalton.org) if  you would like to 
help! (Note: both child protection policy and updated COVID safety protocols will be reviewed for 
volunteers.)

• The Missions Team has been in contact with several local organizations to gauge the needs of  
our community. As a result of  our connections, we have made financial donations totaling $37,800 to 
several organizations. (See the Midweek News for a full list.)Your generous tithes and offerings to our 
church make it possible for us to assist our community.  If  you become aware of  a need in our 
community, please let the Missions Team know!  (Margaret Venable mhvchemistry@gmail.com).

• This Thursday, May 6 we are going to do a LIVE Pub at the Jones’s Pub Party Pavilion, an outdoor 
venue in their driveway. Patrons should wear masks and bring their own pub libation. The Joneses 
have plenty of  seating, but those who want to can bring their own stadium chair. The venue is 600 
Miller Street in Murray Hills; patrons should enter from the driveway side near the intersection of  
Miller and Maddox streets. Pub will be 5-6 p.m.

Free Wi-Fi is available throughout the church.  There are two options available: 
First Pres Guest 2.4 and First Pres Guest 5. Although these will connect to the same 
network, 2.4 has more strength while 5 has more range. The location of  the device will 
influence which one will automatically connect. The password for the guest network is 
johncalvin



PRELUDE          
Orgelstück in C Major                                                                           J. Zundel

(1815-1882)

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

THE PEACE
             The peace of  Christ be with you.
             And also with you.

THE GREETING
At the sound of  the chimes, please prepare your heart and mind for worship.

INTROIT
Panis Angelicus                                                                                C. Casciolini

(1697-1760)
 

*CALL TO WORSHIP                                                     Hilliard Jolly
(from Psalm 22)

From you comes my praise in the great congregation;
my vows I will pay before those who fear him.
The poor shall eat and be satisfied;
those who seek him shall praise the Lord.
All the ends of  the earth shall remember and turn to the Lord;
and all the families of  the nations shall worship before him.
For dominion belongs to the Lord, 
and he rules over the nations.

*UNISON PRAYER OF INVOCATION 
God of  grace, you cause the sun to rise and chase away the shadows of  
death. Each day you promise resurrection, that we may be born again to 
new life, and overcome all that would hurt or destroy. Fill us with your 
Holy Spirit, that we may be alive again, with the power and peace of  
Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. Amen.
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*Where you see this 
notation, please rise in 
body or in spirit.

Cover Art:
Unidentified artist. 
Communion Symbols 
with Vine and Wheat, 
from Art in the Christian 
Tradition, a project of  
the Vanderbilt Divinity 
Library, Nashville, TN. 
https://diglib.library.
vanderbilt.edu/act-im-
agelink.pl?RC=58454 
[retrieved April 28, 2021]. 
Original source: https://
www.flickr.com/photos/
paullew/27005016208 - 
Lawrence OP

Panis angelicus,                        
Fit panis hominum,                        

Dat panis caelicus figuris terminum.                
O res mirabilis;                        

Manducat Dominum,                    
Pauper servis humilis.   

Translation
Bread of  the angel host 

Sent down from God above,
Body of  Christ our Lord in token of  his love; 

O gift most wonderful,
Christ as our sacrament

 Humble, all humble, share His feast.



*HYMN 4
Holy God, We Praise Your Name                                   Grosser Gott Wir Loben Dich

 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION                         
(A time of  silent prayer and meditation.)

Eternal God, whose covenant with us is never broken, we confess that 
we fail to do your will. Though you have bound yourself  to us, we do not 
bind ourselves to you. In Jesus Christ you serve us freely, but we refuse 
your love and withhold ourselves from others. We do not love you fully or 
love one another as you command.

In your mercy, forgive and cleanse us. Lead us once again to your table 
and unite us to Christ, who is the bread of  life and the vine from which 
we grow in grace. Amen.

Hymn 4 Note:
Based on an 18th-
century German 
metrical version of  a 
celebrated 5th-century 
Latin hymn, Te Deum 
laudamus, this 
abbreviated 19th-
century English 
paraphrase is sung by 
both Protestants and 
Roman Catholics. It 
is set here to the tune 
composed and named 
for the German version.  



ASSURANCE OF PARDON
             Friends, believe the good news of  the gospel.
 In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. Thanks be to God!

*RESPONSE OF PRAISE
Gloria Patri                                                                                     S Selvidge Street

THE CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

CHORAL RESPONSE
Jesus Loves Me!                                                                    William B. Bradbury

Jesus loves me! This I know, for the Bible tells me so;
Little ones to Him belong; they are weak, but He is strong.

Yes, Jesus loves me! Yes, Jesus loves me!
Yes, Jesus loves me! The Bible tells me so.

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

SCRIPTURE LESSON                                                  
1 John 4:7-21                                                                                               NRSV

7Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone who 
loves is born of  God and knows God. 8Whoever does not love does not know 
God, for God is love. 9God’s love was revealed among us in this way: God sent 
his only Son into the world so that we might live through him. 10In this is love, 
not that we loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the atoning 
sacrifice for our sins. 11Beloved, since God loved us so much, we also ought to 
love one another. 12No one has ever seen God; if  we love one another, God lives 
in us, and his love is perfected in us.

13By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given us of  
his Spirit. 14And we have seen and do testify that the Father has sent his Son as the 
Savior of  the world. 15God abides in those who confess that Jesus is the Son of  God, 
and they abide in God. 16So we have known and believe the love that God has for us.

(Please have children 
remain seated with their 
families during the 
Children’s Message. We 
ask that children over the 
age of  5 remain in worship 
and not go to the nursery.)



God is love, and those who abide in love abide in God, and God abides in 
them. 17Love has been perfected among us in this: that we may have boldness 
on the day of  judgment, because as he is, so are we in this world. 18There is no 
fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear; for fear has to do with punishment, 
and whoever fears has not reached perfection in love. 19We love because he first 
loved us. 20Those who say, “I love God,” and hate their brothers or sisters, are 
liars; for those who do not love a brother or sister whom they have seen, cannot 
love God whom they have not seen. 21The commandment we have from him is 
this: those who love God must love their brothers and sisters also.

             This is the Word of  the Lord.     
             Thanks be to God.

ANTHEM
Where He Leads Me                                                                                   Norris

I can hear the Savior calling, “Take thy cross and follow me.”
I’ll go with him thro’ the garden, I’ll go with Him all the way.

I’ll go with Him thro’ the judgement, I’ll go with Him all the way.
He will give me grace and glory, and go with me all the way.

Where He leads me I will follow, I’ll go with Him all the way.

SCRIPTURE LESSON                                               
John 15:1-8                                                                                              NRSV                          

1“I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinegrower. 2He removes every branch 
in me that bears no fruit. Every branch that bears fruit he prunes to make it 
bear more fruit. 3You have already been cleansed by the word that I have spoken 
to you. 4Abide in me as I abide in you. Just as the branch cannot bear fruit by 
itself  unless it abides in the vine, neither can you unless you abide in me. 5I am 
the vine, you are the branches. Those who abide in me and I in them bear much 
fruit, because apart from me you can do nothing. 6Whoever does not abide in 
me is thrown away like a branch and withers; such branches are gathered, thrown 
into the fire, and burned. 7If  you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask 
for whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. 8My Father is glorified by this, 
that you bear much fruit and become my disciples.

                       This is the Word of  the Lord.     
 Thanks be to God. 

SERMON                                                                
“Pruning”                                                                                     Rev. Will Scott



*HYMN 530
One Bread, One Body                                                            One Bread, One Body

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH                              “Apostles’ Creed”
I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of  heaven and earth, and 
in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy 
Ghost, born of  the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose 
again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right 
hand of  God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the 
quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; 
the communion of  saints; the forgiveness of  sins; the resurrection of  the 
body; and the life everlasting. Amen.

THE OFFERING
www.firstpresdalton.org/giving/

OFFERTORY
Andante con moto                                                                             F. Schubert

(1797-1828)

Offering Note:
Copy and paste the link 
under the Offering 
into your browser to 
easily submit your 
online offering.

Hymn 530 Note:
This Lord’s Supper 
text is based on various 
Scriptures (1 Corinthians 
10:16–17, Galatians 
3:28, and 1 Corinthians 
12:1–31) as well as 
imagery from the 
Didache, a significant 
Christian document 
from the early 2nd 
century, about scattered 
grain united in the 
eucharistic bread. 



*DOXOLOGY
Doxology with Alleluias                                                            Lasst Uns Erfreuen

Praise God from whom all blessings flow.
Praise Him all creatures here below. Alleluia, Alleluia!

Praise Him above ye heavenly host.
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.

Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia

INVITATION TO THE TABLE

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
     And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
     We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
     It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Blessed are You, God, faithful and strong. All Your works, the height and depth, 
echo the silent music of  Your praise. In the beginning Your Word summoned 
light, night withdrew, and creation dawned. Then, as if  ages had passed unseen, 
waters gathered on the face of  the earth and life appeared. When at last the days 
had ripened and the earth was grown full in abundance, You created in Your 
image man and woman, the stewards of  all creation. You gave us breath and 
speech, that all the living might find a voice to sing Your praise, and to celebrate 
the creation You made and called good:

Holy, Holy, Holy                                                                               Land of  Rest

Holy, holy, holy Lord,
God of  power and might,

heaven and earth are full of  your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is he who comes
in the name of  the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest,
hosanna in the highest.

All-holy God, how wonderful is the work of  Your hands! Because sin rose up to 
leave a fault-line, even in the earth, You stepped forward to enter into a 
covenant of  peace that can renew the whole creation. As a mother tenderly 
gathers her children, as a father joyfully welcomes his own, You embraced a 
people as Yours, filling them with a longing for peace that will last, a justice that 
will never fail. Through countless generations Your people hungered for the 
bread of  freedom. From them You raised up Jesus, Your Son, the living bread, 
in whom ancient hungers are satisfied. He healed the sick, though He Himself  
would suffer; He offered life to sinners, though death would hunt Him down. 

**The Great 
Thanksgiving:
The Great Thanksgiving 
is an ancient form of  
communion prayer that 
dates to the earliest 
days of  the Church. 
Although it appears 
in different settings, it 
always contains a 
retelling of  the “story” 
of  salvation that we 
join as we partake 
in the life of  Christ 
through the 
communion meal.

Excerpt from 
Worshiping God Together: 
A Guide for Children and 
Their Parents:
When we pray before 
the Lord’s Supper we 
do three things. First, 
we celebrate and give 
thanks for all the good 
things God has done 
for us. Second, we
remember and give 
thanks for Jesus — 
how he lived, died, 
and rose again to save 
us and give us life. 
Third, we pray that the 
Holy Spirit will feed 
us through this meal, 
so that we can grow 
strong in faith and be 
faithful followers of  
Jesus.



But with a love stronger than death, He opened wide His arms and surrendered 
His spirit.

Eternal God, let Your Holy Spirit move in power over us and over these earthly 
gifts of  bread and wine that we may have communion in the body and blood of  
Christ, and that in Him we may become one. Amen.**

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

COMMUNION
Please remain in your seats for communion. The minister and an elder will serve you the 
elements where you are. We ask that you remove your mask and partake once the minster and 
elder have left your immediate area. Gluten-free wafers are available by request.

MUSIC DURING COMMUNION
Miserere Nobis                                                                                     H. Purcell

(1659-1695)
Miserere mei, O Jesu.       

     
Translation

Have mercy on me, O Jesus.

Be still and know                                                                                   Psalm 46
Be still and know that I am God.

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND THE LORD’S
PRAYER
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the 
power and the glory, forever. Amen.



*HYMN 265
Jesus Shall Reign Where’er the Sun                                                      Duke Street

*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION

*CONGREGATIONAL  RESPONSE
God Be with You Till We Meet Again                                                   Traditional

God be with you till we meet again;
By His counsels guide, uphold you,
With His sheep securely fold you;

God be with you till we meet again.

*POSTLUDE

The flowers today are shared to the glory of  God by Kaye Clark.

Today’s music is 
reprinted with 
permision from 
OneLicense.net.
A-722902

Hymn 265 Note:
This hymn is a classic 
example of  how Isaac 
Watts Christianized 
the Psalms, in this case 
Psalm 72:5–19, by 
turning their messianic 
language to New
Testament equivalents. 
The tune was at first 
nameless and anonymous, 
but is now called by the 
address of  the sup-
posed composer.



PRAYERS
For the DeLay family as Betsy recovers from surgery for a broken arm;
For Nancy Estes, recovering from COVID-19 after a long stay in the hospital;
For Kristen Sanders, as she continues to struggle with ongoing complications 
of  Crohn’s disease;
For Paula Morrow, as she receives inpatient and outpatient treatment for 
Leukemia;
For Mary Kiker and family, as they mourn the loss of  Dot Fletcher;
For Tanja Hunter, friend of  Janice Sims, following a breast cancer diagnosis;
For Claudia Rivers King, sister of  Curtis Rivers, as she undergoes treatment for cancer;
For Kelly, Laura and Charles Allgood’s daughter-in-law, as she resumes 
treatment for breast cancer;
For teacher, students, parents, and school personnel;
For Karen, sister of  Janice Sims, receiving treatment for an illness;
For Mark, a friend of  James Hoskins, in the early stages of  aggressive throat cancer;
For all who are impacted by the coronavirus pandemic;
For nurses, doctors, and healthcare workers;
For Pam Partain’s friend, Elizabeth, a single mom of  three boys, battling 
metastatic melanoma;
For Greg George, as he undergoes treatment for kidney disease;
For First Presbyterian Church of  Cohutta;
For Martha Patton, sister of  Patricia Rivers, as she recovers from a stroke in Atlanta;
For Johnnie Bakkum at Summit Place, Beaufort, South Carolina;
For Rev. Joel Alvis, in his work as Cherokee Presbytery Stated Clerk;
For caregivers and for aging parents.

Upcoming 
Events
Sunday, May 2 
Worship  
FPC Sanctuary (& 
Facebook livestream) 
10:30 a.m.
Monday, May 3
Morning Prayers
9:30 a.m.
Bible Study
10:00 a.m. 
Tuesday, May 4 
Grateful Heart AA Mtg 
FPC Parlor  
8:00 p.m.
Wednesday, May 5
Saturday Sacks
11:00 a.m.
Thursday, May 6
Presbyterian at the Pub
Jones’s Home
5:00 p.m.
Sunday, May 9 
Worship - Confirmation 
FPC Sanctuary (& 
Facebook livestream) 
10:30 a.m.
Monday, May 10
Morning Prayers
9:30 a.m.
Bible Study
10:00 a.m.
Tuesday, May 11 
Grateful Heart AA Mtg 
FPC Parlor  
8:00 p.m.
Thursday, May 13
Ascension Day Worship
FPC Sanctuary (& 
Facebook livestream)
6:30 p.m.
Sunday, May 16 
Worship  
FPC Sanctuary (& 
Facebook livestream) 
10:30 a.m.
Session Meeting
Martin House 
11:45 a.m.



Contact FPC
Phone: 706-278-8161

Rev. Will Scott, Pastor: wscott@firstpresdalton.org
Adam Burnette, Director of  Music: aburnette@firstpresdalton.org

Erin Witt, Office Manager: office@firstpresdalton.org
Mailing Address:

PO Box 489
Dalton, Georgia 30722-0489


