
Third Sunday of Easter
S u n d a y,  A p r i l  1 8 ,  2 0 2 1



How to Connect
•  We are grateful that we can return to our Sanctuary for worship even though reservations are 
   requested for now.  We will continue to take extra precautions for in-door worship and other   
   activities since the Covid-19 threat is not over.  Also, the Facebook Livestream Worship will remain 
   available for now.  Please remember to call the church or click on either the Midweek News or one 
   of  our two Facebook pages to make a worship reservation. 
•  Our Connection Team will continue to alert the congregation to news via Midweek News, our 
   Facebook page, and our closed Facebook group, FPC Dalton Connect. I would encourage you 
   to contact the church office if  you would like information on how to take advantage of  any of  
   these resources.
•  Session members will be in regular contact with every household in the church to offer support and 
   uncover any congregational needs. Session members will be praying for the households under their  
   care. Although pastoral and congregational care will look different in light of  recommended contact 
   precautions, know that I am available via email: wscott@fpcdalton.org and phone: 704.500.6323.
• Find the most current contact information on our members in the church directory.  It can be   
   found on our website (www.firstpresdalton.org) under the fellowship tab. Please email the church 
   office for the directory password.
•  Regular team meetings will be held at the discretion of  team chairs through videoconference. The 
   office will be available for arranging technical support if  necessary. Scheduling will take place 
   through direct communication but will be posted to the newsletter.

WI-FI

Announcements
• We are very excited to have in-person worship return!  Please remember that if  you would like to 
be entered into each week’s drawing, let the church office know by noon on the Thursday before 
worship. Until further notice, please contact the church office each week by calling 706-278-8161 or 
email: office@firstpresdalton.org.

• Front porch visits are back! Will will be available every Tuesday and Wednesday morning to meet—
at the church, at a park, or on your front porch. Grab a mask and call the church or Will’s cell (704) 
500-6323 to catch up one of  these times.

Free Wi-Fi is available throughout the church.  There are two options available: 
First Pres Guest 2.4 and First Pres Guest 5. Although these will connect to the same 
network, 2.4 has more strength while 5 has more range. The location of  the device will 
influence which one will automatically connect. The password for the guest network is 
johncalvin



PRELUDE                                     
Processional Voluntary in E-flat Major                                                   D. Lasky

(b.1961)  

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

THE PEACE
             The peace of  Christ be with you.
             And also with you.

THE GREETING
At the sound of  the chimes, please prepare your heart and mind for worship.

INTROIT
Alleuia!                                                                                           O Filii et Filiae

    Alleluia

*CALL TO WORSHIP 
(from Psalm 40)

I waited patiently for the LORD;
he inclined to me and heard my cry.
He drew me up from the desolate pit, out of  the miry bog,
and set my feet upon a rock, making my steps secure.
He put a new song in my mouth,
a song of  praise to our God.
Do not, O LORD, withhold your mercy from me;
let your steadfast love and your faithfulness keep me safe forever.
But may all who seek you rejoice and be glad in you;
may those who love your salvation say continually, “Great is the LORD!”

*PRAYER OF INVOCATION
Holy God, creator of  all, as the risen Christ taught his disciples from 
scripture, we ask that you meet us in your Word. Let the living Lord 
breathe his Spirit among us, that our eyes would be opened, and we 
would recognize you in the life you have given to us, all through our way 
of  faith with you. We pray in Christ’s name. Amen.
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*Where you see this 
notation, please rise in 
body or in spirit.

Cover Art:
Duccio, di Buoninsegna, 
d. 1319. Christ Appears 
to the Disciples at the 
Table after the 
Resurrection, from 
Art in the Christian 
Tradition, a project of  
the Vanderbilt Divinity 
Library, Nashville, TN. 
http://diglib.library.
vanderbilt.edu/act-im-
agelink.pl?RC=49184 
[retrieved April 12, 
2021]. Original source: 
www.yorckproject.de.



*HYMN 248
Christ Is Risen! Shout Hosanna!                                                          Hymn to Joy

PRAYER OF CONFESSION                         
(A time of  silent prayer and meditation.)
Gracious and Loving God, you call us to proclaim the Gospel, but we 
remain silent in the presence of  evil. You call us to be reconciled to one 
another, but we are content to live in separation. You call us to seek the 
good of  all, but we fail to resist the powers of  oppression. You call us to 
fight pretension and injustice, but we sit idly by, endangering the lives of  
people far and near.

Forgive us, Lord. Reconcile us, by the power of  your Spirit, and give us 
the courage and strength to reconcile with our neighbor, through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior. Amen.

Hymn 248 Note:
In commenting on this 
late 20th-century text, 
the author has stressed 
his intention to affirm 
the social implications 
of  an Easter faith: 
“Christian peace and 
justice action finds 
its wellspring, not in 
moral zeal or guilty 
conscience, but in the 
resurrection.”  

Today’s music is 
reprinted with 
permision from 
OneLicense.net.
A-722902.



ASSURANCE OF PARDON
             Friends, believe the good news of  the gospel.
 In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. Thanks be to God!

*RESPONSE OF PRAISE
Gloria Patri                                                                                    S. Selvidge Street                                                                    

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

SCRIPTURE LESSON                                                  
1 John 3:1-7                                                                                                 NRSV 

1See what love the Father has given us, that we should be called children of  God; 
and that is what we are. The reason the world does not know us is that it did 
not know him. 2Beloved, we are God’s children now; what we will be has not yet 
been revealed. What we do know is this: when he is revealed, we will be like him, 
for we will see him as he is. 3And all who have this hope in him purify 
themselves, just as he is pure.

4Everyone who commits sin is guilty of  lawlessness; sin is lawlessness. 5You 
know that he was revealed to take away sins, and in him there is no sin. 6No one 
who abides in him sins; no one who sins has either seen him or known him. 
7Little children, let no one deceive you. Everyone who does what is right is 
righteous, just as he is righteous.

             This is the Word of  the Lord.     
 Thanks be to God. 



ANTHEM
In the Heart Where Love Is Abiding                       Traditional plainsong melody

arr. Barnard
    

In the heart where love is abiding, God is in that heart,
    And the love of  Christ has made us all of  one heart.

    Then with joyful and with thankful hearts, let us praise him.
    Let us fear God and remember his goodness,

    Let us love each other with a pure, clean heart.
    May no quarreling or dispute come between us,

    Let us see your face, O Lord Christ, now, among us;
    Let us sing with all the angels praise to Jesus,

    In a song that with joy that wells up from a clean heart.
    In the heart where love is abiding, God is in that heart, Amen.

SCRIPTURE LESSON                                               
Luke 24:36b-48                                                                                           NRSV

36bJesus himself  stood among them and said to them, “Peace be with you.” 
37They were startled and terrified, and thought that they were seeing a ghost. 
38He said to them, “Why are you frightened, and why do doubts arise in your 
hearts? 39Look at my hands and my feet; see that it is I myself. Touch me and 
see; for a ghost does not have flesh and bones as you see that I have.” 40And 
when he had said this, he showed them his hands and his feet. 41While in their 
joy they were disbelieving and still wondering, he said to them, “Have you 
anything here to eat?” 42They gave him a piece of  broiled fish, 43and he took it 
and ate in their presence.

44Then he said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still 
with you — that everything written about me in the law of  Moses, the prophets, 
and the psalms must be fulfilled.” 45Then he opened their minds to understand 
the scriptures, 46and he said to them, “Thus it is written, that the Messiah is to 
suffer and to rise from the dead on the third day, 47and that repentance and 
forgiveness of  sins is to be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from 
Jerusalem. 48You are witnesses of  these things.”

             This is the Word of  the Lord.     
 Thanks be to God. 

SERMON
 “A Lost Generation”                                                                    Rev. Will Scott   



*HYMN 236
The Strife Is O’er                                                                                        Victory

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH                              “Apostles’ Creed”
I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of  heaven and earth, and 
in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy 
Ghost, born of  the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose 
again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right 
hand of  God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the 
quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; 
the communion of  saints; the forgiveness of  sins; the resurrection of  the 
body; and the life everlasting. Amen.

Hymn 236 Note:
The Latin text from 
which this hymn has 
been translated may well 
be older than its earliest 
printing in a 17th-
century collection 
published in Cologne. It 
is set to an adaptation of  
a portion of  the Gloria 
Patri section from a 
16th-century choral 
version of  the 
Magnificat.  



PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
           
             Lord in your mercy.
             Hear our prayer.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead 
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom 
and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.

THE OFFERING
www.firstpresdalton.org/giving/

OFFERTORY
Andante in A-Flat Major                                                                  W. Volckmar

(1812-1887)

*DOXOLOGY
Praise God From Whom All Blessings Flow                                         Old 100th

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host;

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

*HYMN 664
Morning Has Broken                                                                                Bunessan

Hymn 664 Note:
This 20th-century text 
was created to provide 
words for this traditional 
tune named for a small 
village on the Isle of  
Mull, off  the west coast 
of  Scotland. Through 
repeated use of  “new” 
and “first,” each 
morning is treated as a 
re-creation of  the 
promise of  the original 
day. 

Offering Note:
Copy and paste the link 
under the Offertory 
onto your browser to 
easily submit your 
online offering.



*CHARGE & BENEDICTION

*CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE
God Be with You Till We Meet Again                                                  Traditional

God be with you till we meet again;
By His counsels guide, uphold you,
With His sheep securely fold you;

God be with you till we meet again.

*POSTLUDE

The flowers today are shared to the glory of  God by Becky Jolly.



PRAYERS
For Bob Hubbs as he recovers from hip replacement surgery;
For Nancy Estes, recovering from COVID-19 after a long stay in the hospital;
For Kristen Sanders, as she continues to struggle with ongoing complications of  
Crohn’s disease;
For Paula Morrow, as she receives inpatient and outpatient treatment for 
Leukemia;
For Mary Kiker and family, as they mourn the loss of  Dot Fletcher;
For Tanja Hunter, friend of  Janice Sims, following a breast cancer diagnosis;
For Robby Parham, son of  Emily Earle Parham, a friend of  the Church, as he 
begins treatment for cancer;
For Claudia Rivers King, sister of  Curtis Rivers, as she undergoes treatment for cancer;
For Kelly, Laura and Charles Allgood’s daughter-in-law, as she resumes 
treatment for breast cancer;
For Shana Harris Masengill, daughter of  Ron & Loretta Harris, as she battles a 
rare kind of  cancer;
For Bob and Mary Hubbs’ great niece Amanda’s treatments, and her baby boy;
For teacher, students, parents, and school personnel;
For Karen, sister of  Janice Sims, receiving treatment for an illness;
For Mark, a friend of  James Hoskins, in the early stages of  aggressive throat cancer;
For all who are impacted by the coronavirus pandemic;
For nurses, doctors, and healthcare workers;
For Pam Partain’s friend, Elizabeth, a single mom of  three boys, battling 
metastatic melanoma;
For Greg George, as he undergoes treatment for kidney disease;
For First Presbyterian Church of  Cohutta;
For Martha Patton, sister of  Patricia Rivers, as she recovers from a stroke in Atlanta;
For Johnnie Bakkum at Summit Place, Beaufort, South Carolina;
For Rev. Joel Alvis, in his work as Cherokee Presbytery Stated Clerk;
For caregivers and for aging parents.

  

Upcoming 
Events
Sunday, April 18 
Worship  
FPC Sanctuary (& 
Facebook livestream) 
10:30 a.m.
Session Meeting
via Zoom
12:15 p.m.
Monday, April 19
Morning Prayers
9:30 a.m.
Bible Study
10:00 a.m.
Tuesday, April 20 
Finance Team Meeting
5:30 p.m.
Grateful Heart AA Mtg 
FPC Parlor  
8:00 p.m.
Wednesday, April 21
Saturday Sacks
11:00 a.m.
Sunday, April 25 
Worship  
FPC Sanctuary (& 
Facebook livestream) 
10:30 a.m.
Monday, April 26
Morning Prayers
9:30 a.m.
Bible Study
10:00 a.m.
Tuesday, April 27 
Grateful Heart AA Mtg 
FPC Parlor  
8:00 p.m.
Sunday, May 2 
Worship  
FPC Sanctuary (& 
Facebook livestream) 
10:30 a.m.
Drive-through 
Communion
11:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. 
Monday, May 3
Morning Prayers
9:30 a.m.
Bible Study
10:00 a.m. 



NOTES:

  



Contact FPC
Phone: 706-278-8161

Rev. Will Scott, Pastor: wscott@firstpresdalton.org
Adam Burnette, Director of  Music: aburnette@firstpresdalton.org

Erin Witt, Office Manager: office@firstpresdalton.org
Mailing Address:

PO Box 489
Dalton, Georgia 30722
www.firstpresdalton.org


