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How to Connect
•  Our worship and connection teams are continuing our livestream so that a small group can offer  
   worship in our sanctuary. The service will stream on Facebook live and be available throughout the   
   week for any who would like to participate. Bulletins, too, will be available on Facebook for those 
   who want to read the liturgy and sing.
•  Our connections team will continue to alert the congregation of  news via Midweek News, our 
   Facebook page, and our closed Facebook group, FPC Dalton Connect. I would encourage you 
   to contact the church office if  you would like information on how to take advantage of  any of  
   these resources.
•  Session members will be in regular contact with every household in the church to offer support and 
   uncover any congregational needs. Session members will be praying for the households under their  
   care. Although pastoral and congregational care will look different in light of  recommended contact 
   precautions, know that I am available via email: wscott@fpcdalton.org and phone: 704.500.6323.
• Find the most current contact information on our members in the church directory.  It can be   
  found on our website (www.firstpresdalton.org) under the fellowship tab. Please email the church 
   office for the directory password.
•   Regular team meetings will be held at the discretion of  team chairs through videoconference. The 
   office will be available for arranging technical support if  necessary. Scheduling will take place 
   through direct communication but will be posted to the newsletter.

Announcements
• Are you a fan of podcasts?  FPC now offers the full worship service and the sermon only podcast 
on several different platforms.  Just search for First Presbytarian Church of  Dalton, GA.  It is 
currently only available on Podbean and Spotify.  More ways to listen will be coming soon, stay tuned!

• There will be a Congregational Life Team meeting on Wednesday, March 17. They will meet on 
the front porch of  the church at 10:00 a.m.  All are welcome!

• Although we’re continuing to worship through our Facebook livestream, today you will have the 
opportunity to receive communion as a part of  worship. Our regular worship will include the familiar 
communion liturgy; and following worship both the pastor and an elder, masked and gloved, will bring 
the elements outdoors. We encourage you to drive by the front of  the church by the sanctuary where 
you and your family will have the opportunity to receive the communion elements in your car. Please 
wear a mask as you receive the elements from the pastor and elder, and then remove the mask to
partake once you have rolled up your windows. Communion will be available until 12:30 p.m. today.

• This Lent, you are invited to prepare for the season through a reading of  Thomas Merton’s “The 
Wisdom of  the Desert.” In the book, Merton compiles a short collection of  sayings from the Desert 
Fathers and Mothers, Third-Century Christians who fled to the isolated wilderness in order to 
practice a more authentic faith. Merton presents their example as guides who sought to find “their 
own true self  in Christ.” Join us as we journey through the Lenten wilderness together! The next 
meeting will be Wednesday, March 10 at 7:30 p.m. See the Midweek News for a link to purchase the 
book and email Will if  you would like a Zoom link.

• This year we invite you to give to “One Great Hour of  Sharing”—a denomination-wide mission 
effort that raises money for Presbyterian Disaster Assistance, hunger programs, and cooperative 
development work with communities experiencing poverty around the world. Make a gift through the 
website or leave a check with “One Great Hour of  Sharing” in the memo line. We will receive 
collections for this special offering through Easter.



PRELUDE          
Diapason Movement from Album of  8 Pieces for Organ                   Basil Harwood

(1859-1949)

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

THE PEACE
             The peace of  Christ be with you.
             And also with you.

THE GREETING
At the sound of  the chimes, please prepare your heart and mind for worship.

INTROIT
My Eyes Are Always On the Lord                                               Erhalt Uns Herr 
(Psalm 25:15-16)

   
 My Eyes Are Always On the Lord

    Who from the snare, my feet has freed.
    O, turn to me, have mercy, Lord,

    For I am lonely and in need.

*CALL TO WORSHIP       
(from Psalm 19)

The heavens are telling the glory of  God;
and the firmament proclaims his handiwork.
Day to day pours forth speech,
and night to night declares knowledge.
There is no speech, nor are there words;
their voice is not heard;
yet their voice goes out through all the earth,
and their words to the end of  the world.
Let the words of  my mouth and the meditation of  my heart
be acceptable to you,
O LORD, my rock and my redeemer.

*UNISON PRAYER OF INVOCATION 
God of  love, as in Jesus Christ you gave yourself  to us, so may we give 
ourselves to you, living according to your holy will. Keep our feet firmly 
in the way where Christ leads us; make our mouths speak the truth that 
Christ teaches; fill our bodies with the life that is Christ within us. In his 
holy name we pray. Amen.
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*Where you see this 
notation, please rise in 
body or in spirit.

Cover Art:
Giotto, 1266?-1337. 
Expulsion of  the 
Money-changers from 
the Temple, detail, from 
Art in the Christian 
Tradition, a project of  
the Vanderbilt Divinity 
Library, Nashville, TN. 
http://diglib.library.
vanderbilt.edu/act-im-
agelink.pl?RC=46568 
[retrieved March 1, 
2021].



*HYMN 509
All Who Hunger, Gather Gladly                                                             Holy Manna

 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION                         
(A time of  silent prayer and meditation.)

Eternal God, in whom we live and move and have our being, whose face is hidden 
from us by our sins, and whose mercy we forget in the blindness of  our hearts: 
cleanse us from all our offenses, and deliver us from proud thoughts and vain 
desires, that with reverent and humble hearts we may draw near to you, confessing 
our faults, confiding in your grace, and finding in you our refuge and strength, 
through Jesus Christ your Son. Amen.

Hymn 509 Note:
 The United Church of  
Canada minister who 
wrote this text was 
introduced to shape 
note tunes at the 1990 
Hymn Society 
conference in 
Charleston, South 
Carolina. Afterwards 
she vacationed with 
friends nearby and 
worked out this text 
while humming this 
tune as she walked up 
and down the beach. 



KYRIE
Lord, Have Mercy                                                                                         Singapura 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON
             Friends, believe the good news of  the gospel.
 In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. Thanks be to God!

*RESPONSE OF PRAISE
Gloria Patri Selvidge Street                                                                     A. Burnette

(b. 1982)

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

SCRIPTURE LESSON                                                  
1 Corinthians 1:18-25                                                                                 NRSV

18For the message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but 
to us who are being saved it is the power of  God. 19For it is written,
     “I will destroy the wisdom of  the wise,
          and the discernment of  the discerning I will thwart.”
20Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of  
this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of  the world? 21For since, in the 
wisdom of  God, the world did not know God through wisdom, God decided, 
through the foolishness of  our proclamation, to save those who believe. 22For 
Jews demand signs and Greeks desire wisdom, 23but we proclaim Christ 
crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, 24but to those 



who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of  God and the 
wisdom of  God. 25For God’s foolishness is wiser than human wisdom, and 
God’s weakness is stronger than human strength.

             This is the Word of  the Lord.     
             Thanks be to God.

ANTHEM
We Walk By Faith and Not By Sight                                                  A. Burnette

(b.1982)
    We walk by faith and not by sight

No gracious words we hear
Of  Him who as none e’er spoke

Yet we believe Him near
We may not touch His hands and side

Or follow where He trod
Yet in His promise we rejoice

And cry “My Lord and God”
Help then, oh Lord, our unbelief

And our faith abound
To call on you when you are near
And seek where you are found

That when our life of  faith is done
In realms of  clearer light

We may behold you as you are
In full and endless sight

We walk and not by sight...
Yet we believe Him near

SCRIPTURE LESSON                                               
John 2:13-22                                                                                               NRSV                          

13The Passover of  the Jews was near, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. 14In the 
temple he found people selling cattle, sheep, and doves, and the money 
changers seated at their tables. 15Making a whip of  cords, he drove all of  them 
out of  the temple, both the sheep and the cattle. He also poured out the coins of  
the money changers and overturned their tables. 16He told those who were selling 
the doves, “Take these things out of  here! Stop making my Father’s house a 
marketplace!” 17His disciples remembered that it was written, “Zeal for your 
house will consume me.” 18The Jews then said to him, “What sign can you 
show us for doing this?” 19Jesus answered them, “Destroy this temple, and in 
three days I will raise it up.” 20The Jews then said, “This temple has been under 
construction for forty-six years, and will you raise it up in three days?” 21But he 
was speaking of  the temple of  his body. 22After he was raised from the dead, his 
disciples remembered that he had said this; and they believed the scripture and 
the word that Jesus had spoken.

                       This is the Word of  the Lord.     
 Thanks be to God. 



SERMON                                                                
“Not Seeing Where You Are”                                                       Rev. Will Scott

*HYMN 417
Lord Jesus, Think on Me                                                                        Southwell

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH                             
In life and in death we belong to God. Through the grace of  our Lord 
Jesus Christ, the love of  God, and the communion of  the Holy Spirit, 
we trust in the one triune God, the Holy One of  Israel, whom alone we 
worship and serve.

We trust in Jesus Christ, fully human, fully God. Jesus proclaimed the 
reign of  God: preaching good news to the poor and release to the cap-
tives, teaching by word and deed and blessing the children, healing the 
sick and binding up the brokenhearted, eating with outcasts, forgiving 
sinners, and calling all to repent and believe the gospel. Unjustly con-
demned for blasphemy and sedition, Jesus was crucified, suffering the 
depths of  human pain and giving his life for the sins of  the world.  God 
raised this Jesus from the dead, vindicating his sinless life, breaking the 
power of  sin and evil, delivering us from death to life eternal.

- from a “Brief  Statement of  Faith”

Hymn 417 Note:
This text is among the 
oldest hymns in this 
book; its original Greek 
version dates from 
around the beginning 
of  the 5th century. The 
stanzas used here come 
from a 19th-century 
paraphrase, whose 
simplicity and directness 
are well complemented 
by a 16th-century psalm 
tune. 

Affirmation of  Faith:
A Brief  Statement of
Faith is a confession
in the Book of
Confessions of  the
Presbyterian Church
(USA), meant to serve
as a “faithful
exposition of  what
scripture leads us to
believe and do.” The
confession was written
as a statement of
confessional unity
between the Northern
and Southern
Presbyterian Churches
which were separated
in 1859 and reunited in
1983. The confession
was adopted in 1990.
The “sovereignty of
God is the throbbing
heartbeat of  the faith
confessed” which is
“most clearly manifest
in Jesus Christ.” The
confession is a modern
expression of  faith “for
use in worship.” (For
more see: Book of
Confessions: Study
Edition.)



OFFERING
www.firstpresdalton.org/giving/

OFFERTORY
I Want to Walk as a Child of  the Light                                                     Houston

*DOXOLOGY
Praise God From Whom All Blessings Flow                                         Old 100th

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host;

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

INVITATION TO THE TABLE

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
       And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
       We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
       It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is truly right and our greatest joy to give you thanks and praise, O Lord 
our God, creator and ruler of  the universe. You formed us in your image and 
breathed into us the breath of  life. You set us in this world to love and serve 
you, and to live in peace with all that you have made. When we turned from you, 
you did not turn from us. When we were captives in slavery, you delivered us to 
freedom, and made covenant to be our God. You spoke to us through prophets 
who looked for that day when justice and peace shall reign over all the earth.

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with the choirs of  heaven who 
forever sing to the glory of  your name:

(All Sing Together) 
Holy, Holy, Holy                                                                               Land of  Rest

Holy, holy, holy Lord,
God of  power and might,

heaven and earth are full of  your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is he who comes
in the name of  the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest,
hosanna in the highest.

You are holy, O God of  majesty, and blessed is Jesus Christ, your Son, our 
Lord. You sent him into this world to satisfy the longings of  your people for a 

Offering Note:
Copy and paste the link 
under the Offertory 
into your browser to 
easily submit your 
online offering.



Savior, to bring freedom to the captives of  sin, and to establish justice for the 
oppressed. He came among us as one of  us, taking the lot of  the poor, sharing 
human suffering. We rejoice that in his death and rising again, you set before us 
the sure promise of  new life, the certain hope of  a heavenly home where we will 
sit at table with Christ our host.

Gracious God, pour out your Holy Spirit upon us and upon these your gifts 
of  bread and wine, that the bread we break and the cup we bless may be the 
communion of  the body and blood of  Christ. By your Spirit make us one with 
Christ, that we may be one with all who share this feast, united in ministry in 
every place. As this bread is Christ’s body for us, send us out to be the body of  
Christ in the world.

Through Christ, with Christ, in Christ, in the unity of  the Holy Spirit, all glory 
and honor are yours, almighty God, now and forever. Amen.**

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

COMMUNION
Although we’re continuing to worship through our Facebook livestream, you will have the 
opportunity to receive communion as a part of  worship. Our regular worship will include the 
familiar communion liturgy; and following worship both the pastor and an elder, masked and 
gloved, will bring the elements outdoors. We encourage you to drive by the front of  the church 
by the sanctuary where you and your family will have the opportunity to receive the 
communion elements in your car. Please wear a mask as you receive the elements from the 
pastor and elder, and then remove the mask to partake once you have rolled up your windows. 
Gluten-free wafers are available upon request. Communion will be available until 12:30 p.m. 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND THE LORD’S
PRAYER
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the 
power and the glory, forever. Amen.

**The Great 
Thanksgiving:
The Great Thanksgiving 
is an ancient form of  
communion prayer that 
dates to the earliest 
days of  the Church. 
Although it appears 
in different settings, it 
always contains a 
retelling of  the “story” 
of  salvation that we 
join as we partake 
in the life of  Christ 
through the 
communion meal.

Excerpt from 
Worshiping God Together: 
A Guide for Children and 
Their Parents:
When we pray before 
the Lord’s Supper we 
do three things. First, 
we celebrate and give 
thanks for all the good 
things God has done 
for us. Second, we
remember and give 
thanks for Jesus — 
how he lived, died, 
and rose again to save 
us and give us life. 
Third, we pray that the 
Holy Spirit will feed 
us through this meal, 
so that we can grow 
strong in faith and be 
faithful followers of  
Jesus.



*HYMN 547
Go, My Children, with My Blessing                                                Ar Hyd Y Nos

*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION

*CONGREGATIONAL  RESPONSE
God Be with You Till We Meet Again                                                   Traditional

God be with you till we meet again;
By His counsels guide, uphold you,
With His sheep securely fold you;

God be with you till we meet again.

POSTLUDE

Today’s music is 
reprinted with 
permision from 
OneLicense.net.
A-722902

Hymn 547 Note:
Because this Welsh 
melody usually sets 
evening texts, the 
author was asked to 
create one for use in 
daytime. His recasting 
of  the Aaronic blessing 
in Numbers 6:22–27 
imagines that passage 
as a benediction that 
might be spoken by 
God at the conclusion 
of  a worship service. 



The flowers today are shared to the glory of  God by Becky Jolly

PRAYERS
For Mary Kiker and family, as they mourn the loss of  Dot Fletcher;
For Tanja Hunter, friend of  Janice Sims, following a breast cancer diagnosis;
For Wright Paulk, brother of  Peggy Rollins, as he recovers from surgery;
For Robby Parham, son of  Emily Earle Parham, a friend of  the Church, as he 
begins treatment for cancer;
For Claudia Rivers King, sister of  Curtis Rivers, as she undergoes treatment for cancer;
For Kelly, Laura and Charles Allgood’s daughter-in-law, as she resumes 
treatment for breast cancer;
For Shana Harris Masengill, daughter of  Ron & Loretta Harris, as she battles a 
rare kind of  cancer;
For Bob and Mary Hubbs’ great niece Amanda’s treatments, and her baby boy;
For teacher, students, parents, and school personnel;
For Karen, sister of  Janice Sims, receiving treatment for an illness;
For Mark, a friend of  James Hoskins, in the early stages of  aggressive throat cancer;
For all who are impacted by the coronavirus pandemic;
For nurses, doctors, and healthcare workers;
For Pam Partain’s friend, Elizabeth, a single mom of  three boys, battling 
metastatic melanoma;
For Greg George, as he undergoes treatment for kidney disease;
For First Presbyterian Church of  Cohutta;
For Martha Patton, sister of  Patricia Rivers, as she recovers from a stroke in Atlanta;
For Johnnie Bakkum at Summit Place, Beaufort, South Carolina;
For Rev. Joel Alvis, in his work as Cherokee Presbytery Stated Clerk;
For caregivers and for aging parents.

Upcoming 
Events
Sunday, March 7 
Worship 
Facebook Live Stream 
10:30 a.m.
Drive-through 
Communion
11:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.
Monday, March 8
Morning Prayers
9:30 a.m.
Bible Study
10:00 a.m.
Tuesday, March 9 
Grateful Heart AA Mtg 
FPC Parlor  
8:00 p.m.
Wednesday, March 10
In the Desert with 
Thomas Merton (3 of  4)
7:30 p.m.
Sunday, March 14 
Worship 
Facebook Live Stream 
10:30 a.m.
Monday, March 15
Morning Prayers
9:30 a.m.
Bible Study
10:00 a.m.
Tuesday, March 16 
Grateful Heart AA Mtg 
FPC Parlor  
8:00 p.m.
Wednesday, March 17
Congregational Life 
Team Meeting
10:00 a.m.
Saturday Sacks
11:00 a.m.
In the Desert with 
Thomas Merton (4 of  4)
7:30 p.m.
Sunday, March 21 
Worship 
Facebook Live Stream 
10:30 a.m.



Contact FPC
Phone: 706-278-8161

Rev. Will Scott, Pastor: wscott@firstpresdalton.org
Adam Burnette, Interim Director of  Music: aburnette@firstpresdalton.org

Erin Witt, Office Manager: office@firstpresdalton.org
Mailing Address:

PO Box 489
Dalton, Georgia 30722-0489


