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How to Connect
•  We celebrate that we are now able to worship in the Sanctuary since the Covid-19 pandemic  
   struck a about year ago in 2020. Worship was re-designed to use Facebook Livestream.  With very  
   little notice, the Worship (Wesley Sanders, Chair) and Connection (Pam Partain, Chair) Teams, 
   Clerk Hilliard Jolly, Pastor Will Scott, Music Director Trent Whisenant and Office Manager Erin 
   Witt put the pieces together to deliver a service and bulletins on Facebook without our missing a 
   single Sunday of  worship!  We will continue to offer the service on Facebook Livestream for now. 
   See Announcements.
•  Our Connection Team will continue to alert the congregation of  news via Midweek News, our 
   Facebook page, and our closed Facebook group, FPC Dalton Connect. I would encourage you 
   to contact the church office if  you would like information on how to take advantage of  any of  
   these resources.
•  Session members will be in regular contact with every household in the church to offer support and 
   uncover any congregational needs. Session members will be praying for the households under their  
   care. Although pastoral and congregational care will look different in light of  recommended contact 
   precautions, know that I am available via email: wscott@fpcdalton.org and phone: 704.500.6323.
• Find the most current contact information on our members in the church directory.  It can be   
   found on our website (www.firstpresdalton.org) under the fellowship tab. Please email the church 
   office for the directory password.
•  Regular team meetings will be held at the discretion of  team chairs through videoconference. The 
   office will be available for arranging technical support if  necessary. Scheduling will take place 
   through direct communication but will be posted to the newsletter.

Announcements
• We are very excited to have in-person worship return!  Please remember that if  you would like to 
be entered into each week’s drawing to let the church office know by noon on the Thursday before 
worship. Until further notice, please contact the church office each week by calling 706-278-8161 or 
email: office@firstpresdalton.org. No registration needed for Easter Sunday, April 4.

• On Easter Sunday, April 4, there will be an opportunity for the whole church to gather together for 
in-person worship on the front lawn.(No registration needed.) If  you would like to worship in person, 
we ask that you observe the following: please bring a chair that you can set up in a designated seating 
area; keep at least six feet of  distance from someone who is not in your family or COVID “bubble”; 
and wear a mask at all times. The service will look a little different than it usually does in light of  
restrictions, but we hope that our accommodations to health and safety can be part of  our witness to 
a God who cares for each one of  us and our neighbors. 

• The Easter Egg hunt is back!! The Christian Education Team is planning an Easter Egg hunt for 
the children on Saturday, April 3 at 11:00 a.m. on the front lawn of  the church.  The more the merrier, 
but we ask that you RSVP to the church office if  you plan to attend with children.  We want to make 
sure there are more than enough eggs. Masks are required.

• Our  Tradition of  Flowering of  the Easter Cross Continues. On Easter Sunday, please bring a 
flower to add to our cross, before worship, as we continue our tradition of  celebrating the joy of  
Easter and new life.

• The Connection Team has been busy creating a fun way for us to “get to know each other better” 
with a biography project. Be on the lookout for a letter and survey in your mailbox and in the 
Midweek News. We’d also like an updated picture. Got your smile with you today? A member of  the 
Connection Team will be on the walkway outside to take your picture. It’s an easy and quick way to 
know each other better. See you out front after the service. We’ll make it snappy!



PRELUDE           
Introduction from St. Matthew Passion                                                  J.S. Bach

(1685-1750)

During the prelude we invite you to prepare your heart for worship.

Holy God, as in Jesus Christ you came to show us the way, the truth, and the life, guide our 
steps, order our worship, and direct our lives so that we may worship and serve you in spirit 
and in truth; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

INTROIT
Hosanna to the Son of  David                                                            Luc Jakobs

(b.1963)
        Hosanna to the Son of  David.
        Hosanna in the highest heaven!

*CALL TO WORSHIP       
(from Matthew 21)

When they had come near Jerusalem and had reached Bethphage, at the Mount 
of  Olives, Jesus sent two disciples, saying to them, “Go into the village ahead of  
you, and immediately you will find a donkey tied, and a colt with her; untie them 
and bring them to me. If  anyone says anything to you, just say this, ‘The Lord 
needs them.’ And he will send them immediately.” This took place to fulfill what 
had been spoken through the prophet, saying,
   “Tell the daughter of  Zion,
     Look, your king is coming to you,
          humble, and mounted on a donkey, and on a colt, the foal of  a donkey.”
The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them; they brought the donkey 
and the colt, and put their cloaks on them, and he sat on them. A very large 
crowd spread their cloaks on the road, and others cut branches from the trees 
and spread them on the road. The crowds that went ahead of  him and that 
followed were shouting,
     “Hosanna to the Son of  David!
          Blessed is the one who comes in the name of  the Lord!
     Hosanna in the highest heaven!”

*UNISON PRAYER OF INVOCATION 
We praise you, merciful God, for redeeming the world through Jesus 
Christ. He entered the city of  Jerusalem as Messiah and king to those 
who spread branches in his way. Then he was raised on a cross to lift us 
from death to life. As Jesus was lifted up, raise us into your presence so 
that we might worship in hope of  his coming again. We pray this in the 
name of  our Lord and Savior, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
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*Where you see this 
notation, please rise in 
body or in spirit.



*HYMN 196
All Glory, Laud and Honor                                                   Valet Will Ich Dir Geben

 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION                         
(A time of  silent prayer and meditation.)

Gracious God, you bring joy as you enter into our lives as Jesus Christ. 
Yet we plot to keep you out. When you challenge us, change us, call us to 
new life, we hold back. We prefer settled routines to discipleship. We try to 
follow, but not to your cross. Have mercy on us, Lord, and remove our sin. 
Transform us by your Spirit that we may live in hope of  the new life you 
bring, through Jesus Christ our crucified and risen Lord. Amen.

Hymn 196 Note:
These stanzas for Palm 
Sunday have been 
selected and translated 
from a much longer 
Latin poem written by 
a bishop who was the 
leading theologian in 
Charlemagne’s court. 
They are sung to a 
17th-century German 
chorale, as adapted for 
these words in the mid-
19th century. 



KYRIE
Lord, Have Mercy                                                                                         Singapura

ASSURANCE OF PARDON
             Friends, believe the good news of  the gospel.
 In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. Thanks be to God!

*RESPONSE OF PRAISE
Gloria Patri                                                                                    S. Selvidge Street                                                                    

ASSURANCE OF PARDON
             Friends, believe the good news of  the gospel.
             In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. Thanks be to God!

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

READING OF THE PASSION                                                  
Matthew 26:14-27:54; 57-61                                                                        NRSV

26:14Then one of  the twelve, who was called Judas Iscariot, went to the chief  
priests 15and said, “What will you give me if  I betray him to you?” They paid him 
thirty pieces of  silver. 16And from that moment he began to look for an 
opportunity to betray him.

17On the first day of  Unleavened Bread the disciples came to Jesus, saying, 
“Where do you want us to make the preparations for you to eat the Passover?” 
18He said, “Go into the city to a certain man, and say to him, ‘The Teacher says, 



My time is near; I will keep the Passover at your house with my disciples.’” 19So 
the disciples did as Jesus had directed them, and they prepared the Passover 
meal.

20When it was evening, he took his place with the twelve; 21and while they were 
eating, he said, “Truly I tell you, one of  you will betray me.” 22And they became 
greatly distressed and began to say to him one after another, “Surely not I, 
Lord?” 23He answered, “The one who has dipped his hand into the bowl with 
me will betray me. 24The Son of  Man goes as it is written of  him, but woe to 
that one by whom the Son of  Man is betrayed! It would have been better for 
that one not to have been born.” 25Judas, who betrayed him, said, “Surely not I, 
Rabbi?” He replied, “You have said so.”

“Herzliebster, Jesu was hast du verbrochen?”                                         
 Chorale

Ah, holy Jesus, how hast Thou offended,
That man to judge Thee hath in hate pretended?

By foes derided, by Thine own rejected,
O most afflicted.

26While they were eating, Jesus took a loaf  of  bread, and after blessing it he 
broke it, gave it to the disciples, and said, “Take, eat; this is my body.” 27Then he 
took a cup, and after giving thanks he gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all 
of  you; 28for this is my blood of  the covenant, which is poured out for many for 
the forgiveness of  sins. 29I tell you, I will never again drink of  this fruit of  the 
vine until that day when I drink it new with you in my Father’s kingdom.”

30When they had sung the hymn, they went out to the Mount of  Olives.

31Then Jesus said to them, “You will all become deserters because of  me this 
night; for it is written,
     ‘I will strike the shepherd,
          and the sheep of  the flock will be scattered’
32But after I am raised up, I will go ahead of  you to Galilee.” 33Peter said to him, 
“Though all become deserters because of  you, I will never desert you.” 34Jesus 
said to him, “Truly I tell you, this very night, before the cock crows, you will 
deny me three times.” 35Peter said to him, “Even though I must die with you, I 
will not deny you.” And so said all the disciples.

“O Schmerz, hier zittert das gequälte Herz”                
Tenor Recit. and Chorale

Tenor: O pain!
Here the tormented heart trembles; 

how it sinks down, how his face pales!
Chorus:  What is the cause of  all this trouble?
Tenor: The Judge leads him before judgment. 

Cover Art:
Cover Art: Doré, 
Gustave, 1832-1883. 
Christ’s Entry into 
Jerusalem, from Art in 
the Christian Tradition, 
a project of  the Van-
derbilt Divinity Library, 
Nashville, TN. http://
diglib.library.vanderbilt.
edu/act-imagelink.
pl?RC=57327 [retrieved 
March 9, 2021]. Orig-
inal source: https://
commons.wikimedia.
org/wiki/File:Gus-
tave_Dor%C3%A9_-_
Christ%27s_Entry_
into_Jerusalem.jpg.



No comfort, no helper is there.
  Chorus: Alas! My sins have struck you down;

Tenor: He suffers all the torments of  Hell, 
he must pay for the crimes of  others.

Chorus: I, alas, Lord Jesus, have earned this, 
that you endure.

Tenor: Ah! Could my love for you, 
my Savior, diminish or bring aid

to your trembling and your despair, 
how gladly would I stay here!

36Then Jesus went with them to a place called Gethsemane; and he said to his 
disciples, “Sit here while I go over there and pray.” 37He took with him Peter 
and the two sons of  Zebedee, and began to be grieved and agitated. 38Then he 
said to them, “I am deeply grieved, even to death; remain here, and stay awake 
with me.” 39And going a little farther, he threw himself  on the ground and 
prayed, “My Father, if  it is possible, let this cup pass from me; yet not what 
I want but what you want.” 40Then he came to the disciples and found them 
sleeping; and he said to Peter, “So, could you not stay awake with me one hour? 
41Stay awake and pray that you may not come into the time of  trial; the spirit 
indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak.” 42Again he went away for the second 
time and prayed, “My Father, if  this cannot pass unless I drink it, your will be 
done.” 43Again he came and found them sleeping, for their eyes were heavy. 44So 
leaving them again, he went away and prayed for the third time, saying the same 
words. 45Then he came to the disciples and said to them, “Are you still sleeping 
and taking your rest? See, the hour is at hand, and the Son of  Man is betrayed 
into the hands of  sinners. 46Get up, let us be going. See, my betrayer is at hand.”

11Now Jesus stood before the governor; and the governor asked him, “Are you 
the King of  the Jews?” Jesus said, “You say so.” 12But when he was accused by 
the chief  priests and elders, he did not answer. 13Then Pilate said to him, “Do 
you not hear how many accusations they make against you?” 14But he gave him 
no answer, not even to a single charge, so that the governor was greatly amazed.

15Now at the festival the governor was accustomed to release a prisoner for the 
crowd, anyone whom they wanted.16At that time they had a notorious prisoner, 
called Jesus Barabbas. 17So after they had gathered, Pilate said to them, “Whom 
do you want me to release for you, Jesus Barabbas or Jesus who is called the 
Messiah?” 18For he realized that it was out of  jealousy that they had handed him 
over. 19While he was sitting on the judgment seat, his wife sent word to him, 
“Have nothing to do with that innocent man, for today I have suffered a great 
deal because of  a dream about him.” 20Now the chief  priests and the elders 
persuaded the crowds to ask for Barabbas and to have Jesus killed. 21The 
governor again said to them, “Which of  the two do you want me to release for 
you?” And they said, “Barabbas.” 22Pilate said to them, “Then what should I do 
with Jesus who is called the Messiah?” All of  them said, “Let him be crucified!” 
23Then he asked, “Why, what evil has he done?” But they shouted all the more, 
“Let him be crucified!”



24So when Pilate saw that he could do nothing, but rather that a riot was 
beginning, he took some water and washed his hands before the crowd, saying, 
“I am innocent of  this man’s blood; see to it yourselves.” 25Then the people as 
a whole answered, “His blood be on us and on our children!” 26So he released 
Barabbas for them; and after flogging Jesus, he handed him over to be crucified.

27Then the soldiers of  the governor took Jesus into the governor’s headquarters, 
and they gathered the whole cohort around him. 28They stripped him and put 
a scarlet robe on him, 29and after twisting some thorns into a crown, they put it 
on his head. They put a reed in his right hand and knelt before him and mocked 
him, saying, “Hail, King of  the Jews!” 30They spat on him, and took the reed 
and struck him on the head. 31After mocking him, they stripped him of  the robe 
and put his own clothes on him. Then they led him away to crucify him.

32As they went out, they came upon a man from Cyrene named Simon; they 
compelled this man to carry his cross. 33And when they came to a place called 
Golgotha (which means Place of  a Skull), 34they offered him wine to drink, 
mixed with gall; but when he tasted it, he would not drink it. 35And when they 
had crucified him, they divided his clothes among themselves by casting lots; 
36then they sat down there and kept watch over him. 37Over his head they put 
the charge against him, which read, “This is Jesus, the King of  the Jews.”

38Then two bandits were crucified with him, one on his right and one on his left. 
39Those who passed by derided him, shaking their heads 40and saying, “You who 
would destroy the temple and build it in three days, save yourself! If  you are the 
Son of  God, come down from the cross.” 41In the same way the chief  priests 
also, along with the scribes and elders, were mocking him, saying, 42“He saved 
others; he cannot save himself. He is the King of  Israel; let him come down 
from the cross now, and we will believe in him. 43He trusts in God; let God 
deliver him now, if  he wants to; for he said, ‘I am God’s Son.’” 44The bandits 
who were crucified with him also taunted him in the same way.

45From noon on, darkness came over the whole land until three in the 
afternoon. 46And about three o’clock Jesus cried with a loud voice, 

“Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani?”                                                                        
Jesus

Jesus: Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani?

that is, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” 47When some of  the 
bystanders heard it, they said, “This man is calling for Elijah.” 48At once one of  
them ran and got a sponge, filled it with sour wine, put it on a stick, and gave it 
to him to drink. 49But the others said, “Wait, let us see whether Elijah will come 
to save him.” 50Then Jesus cried again with a loud voice and breathed his last. 
51At that moment the curtain of  the temple was torn in two, from top to 
bottom. The earth shook, and the rocks were split. 52The tombs also were 
opened, and many bodies of  the saints who had fallen asleep were raised. 
53After his resurrection they came out of  the tombs and entered the holy city 
and appeared to many. 54Now when the centurion and those with him, who were 



keeping watch over Jesus, saw the earthquake and what took place, they were 
terrified and said, “Truly this man was God’s Son!”

Aber der Hauptmann und die bei ihm waren 
und bewahreten Jesum

Tenor and Chorus

Tenor: The Captain, however, and those with him who were guarding Jesus, 
when they saw the darkness and what happened then, they were terrified and said:

Chorus: Truly, truly this was the Son of  God!

57 When it was evening, there came a rich man from Arimathea, named Joseph, 
who was also a disciple of  Jesus. 58 He went to Pilate and asked for the body of  
Jesus; then Pilate ordered it to be given to him. 59 So Joseph took the body and 
wrapped it in a clean linen cloth 60 and laid it in his own new tomb, which he 
had hewn in the rock. He then rolled a great stone to the door of  the tomb and 
went away. 61 Mary Magdalene and the other Mary were there, sitting opposite 
the tomb.
         
“Nun ist der Herr zur Ruh gebracht - Mein Jesu, gute Nacht!”

Baritone and Chorus

Baritone: Now the Lord is brought to rest.
Chorus: My Jesus, good night!

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH                              “Apostles’ Creed”                    
I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of  heaven and earth, and 
in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy 
Ghost, born of  the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose 
again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right 
hand of  God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the 
quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; 
the communion of  saints; the forgiveness of  sins; the resurrection of  the 
body; and the life everlasting. Amen.

PASTORAL PRAYER AND THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the 
power and the glory, forever. Amen.

THE OFFERING
www.firstpresdalton.org/giving/

OFFERTORY
Let Us Break Bread Together                                                   Let Us Break Bread

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION                                             

Offering Note:
Copy and paste the link 
under the Offertory 
onto your browser to 
easily submit your 
online offering.



*HYMN 221
O Sacred Head, Now Wounded                                                      Passion Chorale

*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION

*CLOSING RESPONSE
Were You There                                                         African American Spiritual 

Were you there when they crucified my Lord? (Were you there?) 
Were you there when they crucified my Lord? 

O! Sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble. 
Were you there when they crucified my Lord? (Were you there?)

The flowers today are shared to the glory of  God by Laura Allgood.

Today’s music is 
reprinted with 
permision from 
OneLicense.net.
A-722902

Hymn 221 Note:
This poignant hymn 
originated in a series of  
Holy Week meditations 
focused on the parts of  
Christ’s crucified body: 
feet, knees, hands, side, 
breast, heart, face. First 
joined to secular words, 
this chorale melody 
has appeared with this 
text since the mid-17th 
century. 



PRAYERS
For Paula Morrow, as she receives inpatient and outpatient treatment for 
Leukemia;
For Mary Kiker and family, as they mourn the loss of  Dot Fletcher;
For Tanja Hunter, friend of  Janice Sims, following a breast cancer diagnosis;
For Wright Paulk, brother of  Peggy Rollins, as he recovers from his second 
surgery;
For Robby Parham, son of  Emily Earle Parham, a friend of  the Church, as he 
begins treatment for cancer;
For Claudia Rivers King, sister of  Curtis Rivers, as she undergoes treatment for cancer;
For Kelly, Laura and Charles Allgood’s daughter-in-law, as she resumes 
treatment for breast cancer;
For Shana Harris Masengill, daughter of  Ron & Loretta Harris, as she battles a 
rare kind of  cancer;
For Bob and Mary Hubbs’ great niece Amanda’s treatments, and her baby boy;
For teacher, students, parents, and school personnel;
For Karen, sister of  Janice Sims, receiving treatment for an illness;
For Mark, a friend of  James Hoskins, in the early stages of  aggressive throat cancer;
For all who are impacted by the coronavirus pandemic;
For nurses, doctors, and healthcare workers;
For Pam Partain’s friend, Elizabeth, a single mom of  three boys, battling 
metastatic melanoma;
For Greg George, as he undergoes treatment for kidney disease;
For First Presbyterian Church of  Cohutta;
For Martha Patton, sister of  Patricia Rivers, as she recovers from a stroke in Atlanta;
For Johnnie Bakkum at Summit Place, Beaufort, South Carolina;
For Rev. Joel Alvis, in his work as Cherokee Presbytery Stated Clerk;
For caregivers and for aging parents.

Upcoming 
Events
Sunday, March 28 
Worship  
FPC Sanctuary (& 
Facebook livestream) 
10:30 a.m.
Session Meeting
via Zoom
noon
Monday, March 29
Morning Prayers
9:30 a.m.
Bible Study
10:00 a.m.
Tuesday, March 30 
Grateful Heart AA Mtg 
FPC Parlor  
8:00 p.m.
Thursday, April 1
Maundy Thursday
FPC Sanctuary (& 
Facebook livestream) 
6:00 p.m.
Friday, April 2
Good Friday
FPC Sanctuary (& 
Facebook livestream) 
noon
Saturday, April 3
Easter Egg Hunt
11:00 a.m.
Sunday, April 4 
Worship  
FPC Front Lawn (& 
Facebook livestream) 
10:30 a.m.
Monday, April 5
Church Office Closed
Tuesday, April 6 
Grateful Heart AA Mtg 
FPC Parlor  
8:00 p.m.
Sunday, April 11 
Worship  
FPC Sanctuary (& 
Facebook livestream) 
10:30 a.m.



Contact FPC
Phone: 706-278-8161

Rev. Will Scott, Pastor: wscott@firstpresdalton.org
Adam Burnette, Director of  Music: aburnette@firstpresdalton.org

Erin Witt, Office Manager: office@firstpresdalton.org
Mailing Address:

PO Box 489
Dalton, Georgia 30722-0489

www.firstpresdalton.org


