
Fifth Sunday in Lent
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How to Connect
•		Today	marks	our	first	Sunday	with	a	congregation	in	the	Sanctuary	since	the	Covid-19	pandemic		
			struck	a	full	year	ago	in	2020.	Worship	was	re-designed	to	use	Facebook	Livestream.		With	very		
			little	notice,	the	Worship	(Wesley	Sanders,	Chair)	and	Connection	(Pam	Partain,	Chair)	Teams,	
			Clerk	Hilliard	Jolly,	Pastor	Will	Scott,	Music	Director	Trent	Whisenant	and	Office	Manager	Erin	
			Witt	put	the	pieces	together	to	deliver	a	service	and	bulletins	on	Facebook	without	our	missing	a	
			single	Sunday	of 	worship!		We	will	continue	to	offer	the	service	on	Facebook	Livestream	for	now.	
			See	Announcements.
•		Our	Connection	Team	will	continue	to	alert	the	congregation	of 	news	via	Midweek	News,	our	
			Facebook	page,	and	our	closed	Facebook	group,	FPC	Dalton	Connect.	I	would	encourage	you	
			to	contact	the	church	office	if 	you	would	like	information	on	how	to	take	advantage	of 	any	of 	
			these	resources.
•		Session	members	will	be	in	regular	contact	with	every	household	in	the	church	to	offer	support	and	
			uncover	any	congregational	needs.	Session	members	will	be	praying	for	the	households	under	their		
			care.	Although	pastoral	and	congregational	care	will	look	different	in	light	of 	recommended	contact	
			precautions,	know	that	I	am	available	via	email:	wscott@fpcdalton.org	and	phone:	704.500.6323.
•	Find	the	most	current	contact	information	on	our	members	in	the	church	directory.		It	can	be			
			found	on	our	website	(www.firstpresdalton.org)	under	the	fellowship	tab.	Please	email	the	church	
			office	for	the	directory	password.
•		Regular	team	meetings	will	be	held	at	the	discretion	of 	team	chairs	through	videoconference.	The	
			office	will	be	available	for	arranging	technical	support	if 	necessary.	Scheduling	will	take	place	
			through	direct	communication	but	will	be	posted	to	the	newsletter.

Announcements
•	Please	welcome	today’s	guest	minister,	our	very	own	Wesley Sanders.	Wesley	is	a	member	of 	First	
Presbyterian	Church	of 	Dalton	and	serves	on	session	as	the	Worship	Team	Chair.	Wesley	is	a	
graduate	of 	Emory	University’s	Candler	School	of 	Theology	and	previously	served	as	a	pastor	in	the	
North	Georgia	Conference	of 	The	United	Methodist	Church.	He	now	works	as	the	Vice	President	of 	
Finance	&	Analytics	at	Alliant	Health	Plans	and	lives	in	Dalton	with	his	wife,	Kristen,	a	professor	at	
Dalton	State	College.

•	Rev.	Will	Scott	will	be	out	of 	the	office	March	22-26.		Morning	Prayes	and	Bible	Study	will	resume	
Monday,	March	29.

•	We	are	very	excited	to	have	in-person	worship	return!		Please	remember	that	if 	you	would	like	to	
be	entered	into	each	week’s	drawing	to	let	the	church	office	know	by	noon	on	the	Thursday	before	
worship.	Until	further	notice,	please	contact	the	church	office each week	by	calling	706-278-8161	or	
email:	office@firstpresdalton.org.

•	On	Easter Sunday,	April	4,	there	will	be	an	opportunity	for	the	whole	church	to	gather	together	for	
in-person	worship	on	the	front	lawn.(No	registration	needed.)	If 	you	would	like	to	worship	in	person,	
we	ask	that	you	observe	the	following:	please	bring	a	chair	that	you	can	set	up	in	a	designated	seating	
area;	keep	at	least	six	feet	of 	distance	from	someone	who	is	not	in	your	family	or	COVID	“bubble”;	
and	wear	a	mask	at	all	times.	The	service	will	look	a	little	different	than	it	usually	does	in	light	of 	
restrictions,	but	we	hope	that	our	accommodations	to	health	and	safety	can	be	part	of 	our	witness	to	
a	God	who	cares	for	each	one	of 	us	and	our	neighbors.	

•	This	year	we	invite	you	to	give	to	“One Great Hour of  Sharing”—a	denomination-wide	mission	
effort	that	raises	money	for	Presbyterian	Disaster	Assistance,	hunger	programs,	and	cooperative	
development	work	with	communities	experiencing	poverty	around	the	world.	Make	a	gift	through	the	
website	or	leave	a	check	with	“One	Great	Hour	of 	Sharing”	in	the	memo	line.	We	will	receive	
collections	for	this	special	offering	through	Easter.



PRELUDE                                     
Sonata	in	f 	minor,	K.	466																																																						Domenico	Scarlatti

(1685-1757)

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

THE PEACE
													The	peace	of 	Christ	be	with	you.
             And also with you.

THE GREETING
At the sound of  the chimes, please prepare your heart and mind for worship.

INTROIT
He	Leadeth	Me,	O	Blessed	Thought																																								William	Bradbury

(1816-1868)
 

   He leadeth me, O blessed thought
O words with heavenly comfort fraught

Whate’er I do, where’er I be
Still ‘tis God’s hand that leadeth me

He leadeth me, He leadeth me
By His own hand He leadeth me
His faithful follower I would be
For by His hand He leadeth me

*CALL TO WORSHIP 
Our	help	is	in	the	name	of 	the	Lord,
Maker of  heaven and earth
Restore	us,	O	God	of 	our	salvation,
And show us your steadfast love
The	Lord	makes	a	new	covenant	with	us
We are God’s people; the Lord is our God!

*PRAYER OF INVOCATION
Almighty God, our Redeemer, in our weakness we have failed to be your 
messengers of  forgiveness and hope. Renew us by your Holy Spirit, that 
we may follow your commands and proclaim your reign of  love; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. Amen.
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*Where	you	see	this	
notation,	please	rise	in	
body	or	in	spirit.



*HYMN 81
Glorious	Things	of 	Thee	Are	Spoken		                                          Austrian Hymn

PRAYER OF CONFESSION                         
(A time of  silent prayer and meditation.)
Holy and merciful God, we confess to you and to one another, and to the 
whole communion of  saints in heaven and on earth, that we have sinned 
by our own fault, in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, and 
by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart, 
mind, and strength. We have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We 
have not forgiven others as we have been forgiven. Have mercy on us, O 
Lord. Accept our repentance, O God, for the wrongs we have done, and 
grant that we may serve and please you in the newness of  live. 

Hymn 81 Note:
The	Nazi	appropriation	
of 	this	tune	for	
propaganda	purposes	
has	clouded	a	noble	
piece	of 	music	first	
associated	with	this	
text	in	1889.	In	a	1779	
collection,	the	author	
indicated	that	this	hymn	
is	primarily	based	on	
Isaiah	30:20–21	with	
allusions	to	several	
other	passages.	

Today’s	music	is	
reprinted	with	
permision	from	
OneLicense.net.
A-722902.



KYRIE
Lord,	Have	Mercy																																																																																									Singapura

ASSURANCE OF PARDON
													Friends,	believe	the	good	news	of 	the	gospel.
 In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. Thanks be to God!

*RESPONSE OF PRAISE
Gloria	Patri																																																																																								Selvidge Street                                                                    

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

SCRIPTURE LESSON                                                  
John	12:20-33																																																																																														NRSV	

20	Now	among	those	who	went	up	to	worship	at	the	festival	were	some	Greeks.	
21	They	came	to	Philip,	who	was	from	Bethsaida	in	Galilee,	and	said	to	him,	“Sir,	
we	wish	to	see	Jesus.”	22	Philip	went	and	told	Andrew;	then	Andrew	and	Philip	
went	and	told	Jesus.	23	Jesus	answered	them,	“The	hour	has	come	for	the	Son	of 	
Man	to	be	glorified.	24	Very	truly,	I	tell	you,	unless	a	grain	of 	wheat	falls	into	the	
earth	and	dies,	it	remains	just	a	single	grain;	but	if 	it	dies,	it	bears	much	fruit.	25	

Those	who	love	their	life	lose	it,	and	those	who	hate	their	life	in	this	world	will	
keep	it	for	eternal	life.	26	Whoever	serves	me	must	follow	me,	and	where	I	am,	
there	will	my	servant	be	also.	Whoever	serves	me,	the	Father	will	honor.

27	“Now	my	soul	is	troubled.	And	what	should	I	say—‘Father,	save	me	from	this	
hour’?	No,	it	is	for	this	reason	that	I	have	come	to	this	hour.	28	Father,	glorify	
your	name.”	Then	a	voice	came	from	heaven,	“I	have	glorified	it,	and	I	will	
glorify	it	again.”	29	The	crowd	standing	there	heard	it	and	said	that	it	was	
thunder.	Others	said,	“An	angel	has	spoken	to	him.”	30	Jesus	answered,	“This	
voice	has	come	for	your	sake,	not	for	mine.	31	Now	is	the	judgment	of 	this	



world;	now	the	ruler	of 	this	world	will	be	driven	out.	32	And	I,	when	I	am	lifted	
up	from	the	earth,	will	draw	all	people	to	myself.”	33	He	said	this	to	indicate	the	
kind	of 	death	he	was	to	die.

													This	is	the	Word	of 	the	Lord.				 
 Thanks be to God. 

ANTHEM
Psalm	51,	“Be	Merciful,	O	Lord”																																																						M.	Camidge

(1764-1844)																					
1Have mercy on me, O God,

        according to your steadfast love;
according to your abundant mercy
        blot out my transgressions.

2Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity,
        and cleanse me from my sin.

3For I know my transgressions,
        and my sin is ever before me.

4Against you, you alone, have I sinned,
        and done what is evil in your sight,
so that you are justified in your sentence
 and blameless when you pass judgment.

5Indeed, I was born guilty,
        a sinner when my mother conceived me.

6You desire truth in the inward being;
        therefore teach me wisdom in my secret heart.

7Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean;
        wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow.

8Let me hear joy and gladness;
        let the bones that you have crushed rejoice.

9Hide your face from my sins,
        and blot out all my iniquities.

10Create in me a clean heart, O God,
        and put a new and right spirit within me.

11Do not cast me away from your presence,
        and do not take your holy spirit from me.

12Restore to me the joy of  your salvation,
        and sustain in me a willing spirit.

SCRIPTURE LESSON                                               
Jeremiah	31:31-34																																																																																							NRSV

             This	is	the	Word	of 	the	Lord.				 
 Thanks be to God. 

SERMON
 “The	Days	are	Surely	Coming”																																																				Wesley	Sanders     

Jeremiah Scripture 
Lesson:
31	The	days	are	surely	
coming,	says	the	Lord,	
when	I	will	make	a	new	
covenant	with	the	house	
of 	Israel	and	the	house	
of 	Judah.	32	It	will	not	
be	like	the	covenant	that	
I	made	with	their	
ancestors	when	I	took	
them	by	the	hand	to	
bring	them	out	of 	
the	land	of 	Egypt—a	
covenant	that	they	
broke,	though	I	was	
their	husband,[g]	says	
the	Lord.	33	But	this	is	
the	covenant	that	I	will	
make	with	the	house	of 	
Israel	after	those	days,	
says	the	Lord:	I	will	put	
my	law	within	them,	and	
I	will	write	it	on	their	
hearts;	and	I	will	be	
their	God,	and	they	shall	
be	my	people.	34	No	
longer	shall	they	teach	
one	another,	or	say	to	
each	other,	“Know	the	
Lord,”	for	they	shall	all	
know	me,	from	the	least	
of 	them	to	the	greatest,	
says	the	Lord;	for	I	will	
forgive	their	iniquity,	
and	remember	their	sin	
no	more.



*HYMN 440
Jesus,	Lover	of 	My	Soul			                                                                    Aberystwyth

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH    																										“Apostles’	Creed”
I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of  heaven and earth, and 
in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy 
Ghost, born of  the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose 
again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right 
hand of  God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the 
quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; 
the communion of  saints; the forgiveness of  sins; the resurrection of  the 
body; and the life everlasting. Amen.

Hymn 440 Note:
Originally	titled	“In	
Temptation,”	these	four	
stanzas	(of 	five)	call	to	
mind	how	a	spiritual	
and	emotional	tempest	
can	move	from	turmoil	
to	tranquility.	This	tune	
was	first	used	with	this	
text	in	a	cantata	by	the	
composer	in	1910,	and	
since	then	has	become	
the	standard	one.	



PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

													Lord	in	your	mercy.
             Hear our prayer.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead 
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom 
and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.

THE OFFERING
www.firstpresdalton.org/giving/

OFFERTORY
My	Lord	What	A	Morning																																								Trad.	Spiritual,	arr.	Burleigh

    
Mary	Ellen	Gurley,	mezzo	soprano

My Lord, what a morning
My Lord, what a morning

Oh, my Lord, what a morning
When the stars begin to fall.

Done quit all my worldly ways
Gonna join that heavenly band.

My Lord, what a morning
My Lord, what a morning

Oh, my Lord, what a morning
When the stars begin to fall.

*DOXOLOGY
Praise	God	From	Whom	All	Blessings	Flow																																									Old 100th

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host;

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

Offering Note:
Copy	and	paste	the	link	
under	the	Offertory	
onto	your	browser	to	
easily	submit	your	
online	offering.



*HYMN 69
I,	the	Lord	of 	Sea	and	Sky																																																								Here I Am (Schutte)

*CHARGE & BENEDICTION

*CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE
God	Be	with	You	Till	We	Meet	Again																																																		Traditional

God be with you till we meet again;
By His counsels guide, uphold you,
With His sheep securely fold you;

God be with you till we meet again.

Hymn 69 Note:
The	stanzas	here	need	to	
be	understood	as	
representing	the	voice	
of 	God,	while	the	
refrain	(based	on	Isaiah	
6:8)	is	the	faithful	human	
response	to	God’s	call.	
This	becomes	clearer	if 	
a	leader	or	small	group	
sings	the	stanzas,	with	
the	congregation	joining	
on	the	refrain.	



*POSTLUDE
Amen	from	Geistliches	Lied,	Op	30																																									Johannes	Brahms

(1833-1897)

The flowers today are shared to the glory of  God by Bobbie Anderson.

PRAYERS
For	Paula	Morrow,	as	she	receives	inpatient	and	outpatient	treatment	for	
Leukemia;
For	Mary	Kiker	and	family,	as	they	mourn	the	loss	of 	Dot	Fletcher;
For	Tanja	Hunter,	friend	of 	Janice	Sims,	following	a	breast	cancer	diagnosis;
For	Wright	Paulk,	brother	of 	Peggy	Rollins,	as	he	recovers	from	his	second	
surgery;
For	Robby	Parham,	son	of 	Emily	Earle	Parham,	a	friend	of 	the	Church,	as	he	
begins	treatment	for	cancer;
For	Claudia	Rivers	King,	sister	of 	Curtis	Rivers,	as	she	undergoes	treatment	for	cancer;
For	Kelly,	Laura	and	Charles	Allgood’s	daughter-in-law,	as	she	resumes	
treatment	for	breast	cancer;
For	Shana	Harris	Masengill,	daughter	of 	Ron	&	Loretta	Harris,	as	she	battles	a	
rare	kind	of 	cancer;
For	Bob	and	Mary	Hubbs’	great	niece	Amanda’s	treatments,	and	her	baby	boy;
For	teacher,	students,	parents,	and	school	personnel;
For	Karen,	sister	of 	Janice	Sims,	receiving	treatment	for	an	illness;
For	Mark,	a	friend	of 	James	Hoskins,	in	the	early	stages	of 	aggressive	throat	cancer;
For	all	who	are	impacted	by	the	coronavirus	pandemic;
For	nurses,	doctors,	and	healthcare	workers;
For	Pam	Partain’s	friend,	Elizabeth,	a	single	mom	of 	three	boys,	battling	
metastatic	melanoma;
For	Greg	George,	as	he	undergoes	treatment	for	kidney	disease;
For	First	Presbyterian	Church	of 	Cohutta;
For	Martha	Patton,	sister	of 	Patricia	Rivers,	as	she	recovers	from	a	stroke	in	Atlanta;
For	Johnnie	Bakkum	at	Summit	Place,	Beaufort,	South	Carolina;
For	Rev.	Joel	Alvis,	in	his	work	as	Cherokee	Presbytery	Stated	Clerk;
For	caregivers	and	for	aging	parents.

  

Upcoming 
Events
Sunday, March 21 
Worship	 
FPC	Sanctuary	(&	
Facebook	live	stream) 
10:30	a.m.
March 22-26
Rev.	Will	out	of 	the	
office
Tuesday, March 23 
Grateful	Heart	AA	Mtg 
FPC	Parlor	 
8:00	p.m.
Sunday, March 28 
Worship	 
FPC	Sanctuary	(&	
Facebook	live	stream) 
10:30	a.m.
Session	Meeting
FPC
11:45	a.m.
Monday, March 29
Morning	Prayers
9:30	a.m.
Bible	Study
10:00	a.m.
Tuesday, March 30 
Grateful	Heart	AA	Mtg 
FPC	Parlor	 
8:00	p.m.
Thursday, April 1
Maundy Thursday
FPC	Sanctuary	(&	
Facebook	live	stream) 
6:00	p.m.
Friday, April 2
Good	Friday
FPC	Sanctuary	(&	
Facebook	live	stream) 
noon
Sunday, April 4 
Worship	 
FPC	Front	Lawn	(&	
Facebook	live	stream) 
10:30	a.m.
Monday, April 5
Morning	Prayers
9:30	a.m.
Bible	Study



NOTES:

  



Contact FPC
Phone:	706-278-8161

Rev.	Will	Scott,	Pastor:	wscott@firstpresdalton.org
Adam	Burnette,	Director	of 	Music:	aburnette@firstpresdalton.org

Erin	Witt,	Office	Manager:	office@firstpresdalton.org
Mailing Address:
PO	Box	489

Dalton,	Georgia	30722
www.firstpresdalton.org


