
Fourth Sunday in Lent
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How to Connect
•		Today	marks	our	first	Sunday	with	a	congregation	in	the	Sanctuary	since	the	Covid-19	pandemic		
			struck	a	full	year	ago	in	2020.	Worship	was	re-designed	to	use	Facebook	Livestream.		With	very		
			little	notice,	the	Worship	(Wesley	Sanders,	Chair)	and	Connection	(Pam	Partain,	Chair)	Teams,	
			Clerk	Hilliard	Jolly,	Pastor	Will	Scott,	Music	Director	Trent	Whisenant	and	Office	Manager	Erin	
			Witt	put	the	pieces	together	to	deliver	a	service	and	bulletins	on	Facebook	without	our	missing	a	
			single	Sunday	of 	worship!		We	will	continue	to	offer	the	service	on	Facebook	Livestream	for	now.	
			See	Announcements.
•		Our	Connection	Team	will	continue	to	alert	the	congregation	of 	news	via	Midweek	News,	our	
			Facebook	page,	and	our	closed	Facebook	group,	FPC	Dalton	Connect.	I	would	encourage	you	
			to	contact	the	church	office	if 	you	would	like	information	on	how	to	take	advantage	of 	any	of 	
			these	resources.
•		Session	members	will	be	in	regular	contact	with	every	household	in	the	church	to	offer	support	and	
			uncover	any	congregational	needs.	Session	members	will	be	praying	for	the	households	under	their		
			care.	Although	pastoral	and	congregational	care	will	look	different	in	light	of 	recommended	contact	
			precautions,	know	that	I	am	available	via	email:	wscott@fpcdalton.org	and	phone:	704.500.6323.
•	Find	the	most	current	contact	information	on	our	members	in	the	church	directory.		It	can	be			
			found	on	our	website	(www.firstpresdalton.org)	under	the	fellowship	tab.	Please	email	the	church	
			office	for	the	directory	password.
•		Regular	team	meetings	will	be	held	at	the	discretion	of 	team	chairs	through	videoconference.	The	
			office	will	be	available	for	arranging	technical	support	if 	necessary.	Scheduling	will	take	place	
			through	direct	communication	but	will	be	posted	to	the	newsletter.

Announcements
•	We	are	very	excited	to	have	in-person	worship	return!		Please	remember	that	if 	you	would	like	to	
be	entered	into	each	week’s	drawing	to	let	the	church	office	know	by	noon	on	the	Thursday	before	
worship.	Until	further	notice,	please	contact	the	church	office each week	by	calling	706-278-8161	or	
email:	office@firstpresdalton.org.

•	Are	you	a	fan	of podcasts?		FPC	now	offers	the	full	worship	service	and	the	sermon	only	podcast	
on	several	different	platforms.		Just	search	for	First	Presbytarian	Church	of 	Dalton,	GA.		It	is	
currently	only	available	on	Podbean,	Amazon	Music,	Google	and	Spotify.		More	ways	to	listen	will	be	
coming	soon,	stay	tuned!

•	There	will	be	a	Congregational Life Team	meeting	on	Wednesday,	March	17.	They	will	meet	on	
the	front	porch	of 	the	church	at	10:00	a.m.		All	are	welcome!

•	This	Lent,	you	are	invited	to	prepare	for	the	season	through	a	reading	of 	Thomas Merton’s “The 
Wisdom of  the Desert.”	In	the	book,	Merton	compiles	a	short	collection	of 	sayings	from	the	Desert	
Fathers	and	Mothers,	Third-Century	Christians	who	fled	to	the	isolated	wilderness	in	order	to	
practice	a	more	authentic	faith.	Merton	presents	their	example	as	guides	who	sought	to	find	“their	
own	true	self 	in	Christ.”	Join	us	as	we	journey	through	the	Lenten	wilderness	together!	The	last		
meeting	will	be	Wednesday,	March	17	at	7:30	p.m.	See	the	Midweek	News	for	a	link	to	purchase	the	
book	and	email	Will	if 	you	would	like	a	Zoom	link.

•	This	year	we	invite	you	to	give	to	“One Great Hour of  Sharing”—a	denomination-wide	mission	
effort	that	raises	money	for	Presbyterian	Disaster	Assistance,	hunger	programs,	and	cooperative	
development	work	with	communities	experiencing	poverty	around	the	world.	Make	a	gift	through	the	
website	or	leave	a	check	with	“One	Great	Hour	of 	Sharing”	in	the	memo	line.	We	will	receive	
collections	for	this	special	offering	through	Easter.



PRELUDE                                     
Toccata	Brevis																																																																														Carlotta	Ferrari

(b.	1975)

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

THE PEACE
													The	peace	of 	Christ	be	with	you.
             And also with you.

THE GREETING
At the sound of  the chimes, please prepare your heart and mind for worship.

INTROIT
The	Lord	Is	My	Shepherd																																																																	John	Rutter

(b.	1945)
    Yea, though I walk through the valley of  the shadow of  death,

I will fear no evil: 
for thou art with me;

thy rod and thy staff  comfort me.
Thou shalt prepare a table before me against them that trouble me:

thou hast anointed my head with oil, and my cup shall be full.
But thy loving-kindness and mercy shall follow me

all the days of  my life:
and I will dwell in the house of  the Lord for ever.

*CALL TO WORSHIP 
(from	Psalm	107)

O	give	thanks	to	the	LORD,	for	he	is	good;
for his steadfast love endures forever.
Let	the	redeemed	of 	the	LORD	say	so,
those he redeemed from trouble
and	gathered	in	from	the	lands,
from the east and from the west, from the north and from the south.
Let	them	thank	the	LORD	for	his	steadfast	love,
for his wonderful works to humankind.
And	let	them	offer	thanksgiving	sacrifices,
and tell of  his deeds with songs of  joy.

*PRAYER OF INVOCATION
Holy God, we praise you, for your great gift of  love in Jesus Christ; for 
the presence of  your Spirit; for the community which embodies your 
own presence here; and for your faithfulness to your people in the joy of  
returning. As we gather in worship—both here and in our homes—let 
songs of  praise fill us with your joy. Let your Word of  hope comfort and 
challenge. And let all things draw us deeper into your mystery, towards 
the cross of  your Son, Jesus Christ. We pray in his name. Amen.
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*Where	you	see	this	
notation,	please	rise	in	
body	or	in	spirit.

Cover Art:
Moyers,	Mike.	What	
Wondrous	Love	is	This,	
from	Art	in	the	
Christian	Tradition,	a	
project	of 	the	
Vanderbilt	Divinity	
Library,	Nashville,	TN.	
http://diglib.library.
vanderbilt.edu/act-im-
agelink.pl?RC=57146	
[retrieved	March	8,	
2021].	Original	source:	
Mike	Moyers,	https://
www.mikemoyersfineart.
com/.



*HYMN 65
Guide	Me,	O	Thou	Great	Jehovah	                                                  Cwm Rhondda

PRAYER OF CONFESSION                         
(A time of  silent prayer and meditation.)
God of  mercy, you are full of  tenderness and compassion, slow to anger, 
abounding in love, always ready to forgive. Grant us grace to renounce all 
evil; to confess in our hearts and our lives; and to cling to Christ: that in 
every way we may prove to be your loving children. Lord have mercy, and 
forgive our sin. In Jesus Christ we pray. Amen. 

Hymn 65 Note:
Few	Welsh	hymns	are	
as	well	known	or	loved	
as	this	18th-century	
text	that	did	not	gain	its	
popular	tune	until	the	
early	20th	century.	In	
both	its	original	text	and	
in	English	translation,	it	
is	a	stirring	hymn	of 	
pilgrimage	filled	with	
vivid	imagery	from	
Hebrew	scripture.	

Today’s	music	is	
reprinted	with	
permision	from	
OneLicense.net.
A-722902.



KYRIE
Lord,	Have	Mercy																																																																																									Singapura

ASSURANCE OF PARDON
													Friends,	believe	the	good	news	of 	the	gospel.
 In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. Thanks be to God!

*RESPONSE OF PRAISE
Gloria	Patri																																																																																								Selvidge Street                                                                    

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

SCRIPTURE LESSON                                                  
Numbers	21:4-9																																																																																										NRSV	

4From	Mount	Hor	they	set	out	by	the	way	to	the	Red	Sea,	to	go	around	the	
land	of 	Edom;	but	the	people	became	impatient	on	the	way.	5The	people	spoke	
against	God	and	against	Moses,	“Why	have	you	brought	us	up	out	of 	Egypt	to	
die	in	the	wilderness?	For	there	is	no	food	and	no	water,	and	we	detest	this	
miserable	food.”	6Then	the	LORD	sent	poisonous	serpents	among	the	people,	
and	they	bit	the	people,	so	that	many	Israelites	died.	7The	people	came	to	Moses	
and	said,	“We	have	sinned	by	speaking	against	the	LORD	and	against	you;	pray	
to	the	LORD	to	take	away	the	serpents	from	us.”	So	Moses	prayed	for	the	
people.	8And	the	LORD	said	to	Moses,	“Make	a	poisonous	serpent,	and	set	it	
on	a	pole;	and	everyone	who	is	bitten	shall	look	at	it	and	live.”	9So	Moses	made	a	
serpent	of 	bronze,	and	put	it	upon	a	pole;	and	whenever	a	serpent	bit	someone,	
that	person	would	look	at	the	serpent	of 	bronze	and	live.

													This	is	the	Word	of 	the	Lord.				 
 Thanks be to God. 



ANTHEM
Be	Gone,	Satan																																																																																			Jan	Bender

(1909-1994)
    

Then Jesus said to him, “Be gone, Satan! Be gone, for it is written:
    “You shall worship the Lord your God, and Him alone shall you serve.”

    Jesus Christ, be Thou our stay; O let us perish, never!
    Cleanse us from our sins, we pray, and grant us life forever.

    Keep us from the evil one; uphold our faith, most holy.
    Grant us to trust Thee solely, with humble hearts and lowly.
    Let us put God’s armor on, with all true Christian running

    Our heavenly race and shunning the devil’s wiles and cunning.

SCRIPTURE LESSON                                               
John	3:14-21																																																																																															NRSV

14“And	just	as	Moses	lifted	up	the	serpent	in	the	wilderness,	so	must	the	Son	of 	
Man	be	lifted	up,	15that	whoever	believes	in	him	may	have	eternal	life.

16“For	God	so	loved	the	world	that	he	gave	his	only	Son,	so	that	everyone	who	
believes	in	him	may	not	perish	but	may	have	eternal	life.

17“Indeed,	God	did	not	send	the	Son	into	the	world	to	condemn	the	world,	but	in	
order	that	the	world	might	be	saved	through	him.	18Those	who	believe	in	him	are	
not	condemned;	but	those	who	do	not	believe	are	condemned	already,	because	
they	have	not	believed	in	the	name	of 	the	only	Son	of 	God.	19And	this	is	the	
judgment,	that	the	light	has	come	into	the	world,	and	people	loved	darkness	rather	
than	light	because	their	deeds	were	evil.	20For	all	who	do	evil	hate	the	light	and	do	
not	come	to	the	light,	so	that	their	deeds	may	not	be	exposed.	21But	those	who	do	
what	is	true	come	to	the	light,	so	that	it	may	be	clearly	seen	that	their	deeds	have	
been	done	in	God.”

             This	is	the	Word	of 	the	Lord.				 
 Thanks be to God. 

SERMON
 “A	Dark	Vision”																																																																											Rev.	Will	Scott     



*HYMN 686
God	of 	Our	Life                                                                                         Sandon

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH    																										“Apostles’	Creed”

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

													Lord	in	your	mercy.
             Hear our prayer.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead 
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom 
and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.

Affirmation of  Faith:
I	believe	in	God	the	
Father	Almighty,	Maker	
of 	heaven	and	earth,	
and	in	Jesus	Christ	his	
only	Son	our	Lord;	who	
was	conceived	by	the	
Holy	Ghost,	born	of 	
the	Virgin	Mary,	suffered	
under	Pontius	Pilate,	
was	crucified,	dead,	and	
buried;	he	descended	
into	hell;	the	third	day	
he	rose	again	from	the	
dead;	he	ascended	into	
heaven,	and	sitteth	on	
the	right	hand	of 	God	
the	Father	Almighty;	
from	thence	he	shall	
come	to	judge	the	quick	
and	the	dead.	I	believe	
in	the	Holy	Ghost;	the	
holy	catholic	church;	
the	communion	of 	
saints;	the	forgiveness	
of 	sins;	the	resurrection	
of 	the	body;	and	the	
life	everlasting.	Amen.

Hymn 686 Note:
This	text	was	created	
for	the	celebration	of 	
the	fiftieth	anniversary	
of 	the	Shadyside	
Presbyterian	Church	in	
Pittsburgh,	Pennsylvania,	
by	its	pastor.	He	wrote	
these	words	especially	
for	this	tune,	originally	
composed	for	John	
Henry	Newman’s	text	
“Lead,	Kindly	Light.”	



THE OFFERING
www.firstpresdalton.org/giving/

OFFERTORY
Balm	In	Gilead																																																					Trad.	Spiritual,	arr.	H.	Burleigh

Adam	Stark,	baritone
    
*DOXOLOGY
Praise	God	From	Whom	All	Blessings	Flow																																									Old 100th

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host;

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

*HYMN 649
Amazing	Grace,	How	Sweet	the	Sound	                                          Amazing Grace
  

Offertory:
There is a balm in Gilead
to make the wounded whole.
There is a balm in Gilead
to heal the sinsick soul.

Sometimes I feel discouraged,
and think my work’s in 
vain, but then the Holy 
Spirit revives my soul again.

Don’t ever feel discouraged,
for Jesus is your friend,
who, if  you ask for 
knowledge,will never fail to 
lend.

Hymn 649 Note:
As	was	his	custom,	
the	author	wrote	this	
hymn	to	accompany	his	
sermon	on	1	Chronicles	
17:16–17,	preached	
on	January	1,	1773;	he	
called	it	“Faith’s	Review	
and	Expectation.”	Much	
of 	its	current	popularity	
comes	from	this	now-
familiar	tune,	an	
association	that	began	in	
1835.	

Offering Note:
Copy	and	paste	the	link	
under	the	Offertory	
onto	your	browser	to	
easily	submit	your	
online	offering.



*CHARGE & BENEDICTION

*CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE
God	Be	with	You	Till	We	Meet	Again																																																		Traditional

God be with you till we meet again;
By His counsels guide, uphold you,
With His sheep securely fold you;

God be with you till we meet again.

*POSTLUDE
My	Shepherd	Will	Supply	My	Need																																																						Resignation

The flowers today are shared to the glory of  God by Margaret Venable.



PRAYERS
For	Paula	Morrow,	as	she	receives	inpatient	and	outpatient	treatment	for	
Leukemia;
For	Mary	Kiker	and	family,	as	they	mourn	the	loss	of 	Dot	Fletcher;
For	Tanja	Hunter,	friend	of 	Janice	Sims,	following	a	breast	cancer	diagnosis;
For	Wright	Paulk,	brother	of 	Peggy	Rollins,	as	he	recovers	from	surgery;
For	Robby	Parham,	son	of 	Emily	Earle	Parham,	a	friend	of 	the	Church,	as	he	
begins	treatment	for	cancer;
For	Claudia	Rivers	King,	sister	of 	Curtis	Rivers,	as	she	undergoes	treatment	for	cancer;
For	Kelly,	Laura	and	Charles	Allgood’s	daughter-in-law,	as	she	resumes	
treatment	for	breast	cancer;
For	Shana	Harris	Masengill,	daughter	of 	Ron	&	Loretta	Harris,	as	she	battles	a	
rare	kind	of 	cancer;
For	Bob	and	Mary	Hubbs’	great	niece	Amanda’s	treatments,	and	her	baby	boy;
For	teacher,	students,	parents,	and	school	personnel;
For	Karen,	sister	of 	Janice	Sims,	receiving	treatment	for	an	illness;
For	Mark,	a	friend	of 	James	Hoskins,	in	the	early	stages	of 	aggressive	throat	cancer;
For	all	who	are	impacted	by	the	coronavirus	pandemic;
For	nurses,	doctors,	and	healthcare	workers;
For	Pam	Partain’s	friend,	Elizabeth,	a	single	mom	of 	three	boys,	battling	
metastatic	melanoma;
For	Greg	George,	as	he	undergoes	treatment	for	kidney	disease;
For	First	Presbyterian	Church	of 	Cohutta;
For	Martha	Patton,	sister	of 	Patricia	Rivers,	as	she	recovers	from	a	stroke	in	Atlanta;
For	Johnnie	Bakkum	at	Summit	Place,	Beaufort,	South	Carolina;
For	Rev.	Joel	Alvis,	in	his	work	as	Cherokee	Presbytery	Stated	Clerk;
For	caregivers	and	for	aging	parents.

  

Upcoming 
Events
Sunday, March 14 
Worship	 
FPC	Sanctuary	(&	
Facebook	live	stream) 
10:30	a.m.
Monday, March 15
Morning	Prayers
9:30	a.m.
Bible	Study
10:00	a.m.
Tuesday, March 16 
Grateful	Heart	AA	Mtg 
FPC	Parlor	 
8:00	p.m.
Wednesday, March 17
Congregational	Life	
Team	Meeting
10:00	a.m.
Saturday	Sacks
11:00	a.m.
In	the	Desert	with	
Thomas	Merton	(4	of 	4)
7:30	p.m.
Sunday, March 21 
Worship	 
FPC	Sanctuary	(&	
Facebook	live	stream) 
10:30	a.m.
Monday, March 22
Morning	Prayers
9:30	a.m.
Bible	Study
10:00	a.m.
Tuesday, March 23 
Grateful	Heart	AA	Mtg 
FPC	Parlor	 
8:00	p.m.
Sunday, March 28 
Worship	 
FPC	Sanctuary	(&	
Facebook	live	stream) 
10:30	a.m.
Monday, March 29
Morning	Prayers
9:30	a.m.
Bible	Study
10:00	a.m.



NOTES:

  



Contact FPC
Phone:	706-278-8161

Rev.	Will	Scott,	Pastor:	wscott@firstpresdalton.org
Adam	Burnette,	Director	of 	Music:	aburnette@firstpresdalton.org

Erin	Witt,	Office	Manager:	office@firstpresdalton.org
Mailing Address:
PO	Box	489

Dalton,	Georgia	30722
www.firstpresdalton.org


