
Second Sunday in Lent
S u n d a y,  Fe b r u a r y  2 8 ,  2 0 2 1



How to Connect
•  Our Worship and Connection Teams are continuing our livestream so that a small group can offer  
   worship in our sanctuary. The service will stream on Facebook live and be available throughout the   
   week for any who would like to participate. Bulletins, too, will be available on Facebook for those 
   who want to read the liturgy and sing.
•  Our Connection Team will continue to alert the congregation of  news via Midweek News, our 
   Facebook page, and our closed Facebook group, FPC Dalton Connect. I would encourage you 
   to contact the church office if  you would like information on how to take advantage of  any of  
   these resources.
•  Session members will be in regular contact with every household in the church to offer support and 
   uncover any congregational needs. Session members will be praying for the households under their  
   care. Although pastoral and congregational care will look different in light of  recommended contact 
   precautions, know that I am available via email: wscott@fpcdalton.org and phone: 704.500.6323.
• Find the most current contact information on our members in the church directory.  It can be   
  found on our website (www.firstpresdalton.org) under the fellowship tab. Please email the church 
   office for the directory password.
•   Regular team meetings will be held at the discretion of  team chairs through videoconference. The 
   office will be available for arranging technical support if  necessary. Scheduling will take place 
   through direct communication but will be posted to the newsletter.

Announcements
• If  you haven’t taken the survey regarding the reopening of  the church, please see the Midweek 
News or your email.  Submissions are due by tomorrow.  Thank you for taking the time to let us know 
your thoughts.

• Thanks to Priscilla Brown for the new Lenten banners; to Julie Tharpe for the new paraments; 
and for all our Worship Team who continue to add so much to our sanctuary!

• This Lent, you are invited to prepare for the season through a reading of  Thomas Merton’s “The 
Wisdom of  the Desert.” In the book, Merton compiles a short collection of  sayings from the Desert 
Fathers and Mothers, Third-Century Christians who fled to the isolated wilderness in order to practice 
a more authentic faith. Merton presents their example as guides who sought to find “their own true 
self  in Christ.” Join us as we journey through the Lenten wilderness together! The next meeting will 
be Wednesday, March 3 at 7:30 p.m. See the Midweek News for a link to purchase the book and email 
Will if  you would like a Zoom link.

• This year we invite you to give to “One Great Hour of  Sharing”—a denomination-wide mission 
effort that raises money for Presbyterian Disaster Assistance, hunger programs, and cooperative 
development work with communities experiencing poverty around the world. Make a gift through the 
website or leave a check with “One Great Hour of  Sharing” in the memo line. We will receive 
collections for this special offering through Easter.



PRELUDE                                     
Adoration                                                                                             F.B. Price

(1887-1953)

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

THE PEACE
             The peace of  Christ be with you.
             And also with you.

THE GREETING
At the sound of  the chimes, please prepare your heart and mind for worship.

INTROIT
Stranger Share Our Fire                                                                     Daniel Moe

(b.1926)
    Stranger, share our fire, Here’s bread, a sop of  stew.

    It’s all we have ourselves, it’s what we offer you.

*CALL TO WORSHIP 
(from Psalm 51)

O Lord, open my lips,
and my mouth will declare your praise.
For you have no delight in sacrifice; if  I were to give a burnt offering,
you would not be pleased.
The sacrifice acceptable to God is a broken spirit;
a broken and contrite heart, O God, you will not despise.

*PRAYER OF INVOCATION
Merciful God, in Jesus Christ you make all things new. By his Spirit, 
breathe life into our worship. Transform the poverty of  our nature by the 
riches of  your grace; the longing of  our hearts by the warmth of  your 
love; the stumbling of  our imagination by the light of  your word. Mold 
our lives into the image of  Jesus Christ: who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
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*Where you see this 
notation, please rise in 
body or in spirit.

Prelude Note:
Florence B. Price, born 
in Little Rock, Arkansas, 
graduated valedictorian of  
her high school senior 
class at 14. At 15 she 
was accepted into the 
New England 
Conservatory of  Music 
in Boston where she 
graduated with honors. 
She landed in Atlanta 
where she was named 
head of  the music 
department at Clark 
University from 1910-
12.  Because of  the 
pestilent scourge of  Jim 
Crow, her family moved 
to Chicago, where she 
was welcomed with 
open arms and quickly 
established herself  as an 
important figure in the 
city. She studied 
composition, 
orchestration, and 
organ with some of  the 
greatest American music 
scholars of  the time, and 
made artistic connections 
with Langston Hughes, 
Margaret Bonds, and 
Marian Anderson, just 
to name a few. She is 
noted as being the first 
African-American 
woman to be 
recognized as a 
symphonic composer, 
and as the first 
African-American 
woman to have her work 
performed by a major 
symphony orchestra.



*HYMN 409
God Is Here!                                                                                     Abbot’s Leigh

Hymn 409 Note:
Commissioned for 
the dedication of  a 
renovated worship 
space in Austin, Texas, 
this text is one of  the 
few to devote 
attention to how 
customary church 
features facilitate 
worship. The tune was 
composed in wartime 
Britain to replace a 
Haydn tune tainted by 
Nazi associations. 

Today’s music is 
reprinted with 
permision from 
OneLicense.net.
A-722902.

Cover Art:
Sebastiano, del Piombo, 
1485-1547. Chris 
Carrying the Cross, 
from Art in the 
Christian Tradition, a 
project of  the V
anderbilt Divinity 
Library, Nashville, TN. 
http://diglib.library.
vanderbilt.edu/act-im-
agelink.pl?RC=55456 
[retrieved February 22, 
2021]. Original source: 
http://commons.
wikimedia.org/wiki/
File:Sebastiano_del_Pi-
ombo_-_Christ_Car-
rying_the_Cross_-_
WGA21099.jpg. 



PRAYER OF CONFESSION                         
(A time of  silent prayer and meditation.)
Merciful God, you created us to discover your love and share it freely with 
all people. In Jesus Christ you call us to work as your disciples: to do 
justice, to love kindness, and to walk humbly with you.

Yet we do not live as you have called us. We hoard your gifts, neglect your 
justice, refuse your love. We do what is convenient for us, even when it 
harms others.

In your great love, drive out our sin. Open our hearts to your overwhelming 
mercy that we may live as you created us to be, in Jesus Christ. Amen. 

KYRIE
Lord, Have Mercy                                                                                         Singapura

ASSURANCE OF PARDON
             Friends, believe the good news of  the gospel.
 In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. Thanks be to God!

*RESPONSE OF PRAISE
Gloria Patri                                                                                        Selvidge Street                                                                    



PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

SCRIPTURE LESSON                                                  
Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16                                                                                 NRSV 

1When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the LORD appeared to Abram, and 
said to him, “I am God Almighty; walk before me, and be blameless. 2And I will 
make my covenant between me and you, and will make you exceedingly 
numerous.” 3Then Abram fell on his face; and God said to him, 4“As for me, 
this is my covenant with you: You shall be the ancestor of  a multitude of  
nations. 5No longer shall your name be Abram, but your name shall be 
Abraham; for I have made you the ancestor of  a multitude of  nations. 6I will 
make you exceedingly fruitful; and I will make nations of  you, and kings shall 
come from you. 7I will establish my covenant between me and you, and your 
offspring after you throughout their generations, for an everlasting covenant, to 
be God to you and to your offspring after you.”

15God said to Abraham, “As for Sarai your wife, you shall not call her Sarai, but 
Sarah shall be her name. 16I will bless her, and moreover I will give you a son 
by her. I will bless her, and she shall give rise to nations; kings of  peoples shall 
come from her.”

             This is the Word of  the Lord.     
 Thanks be to God. 

ANTHEM
When Jesus Wept                                                                         William Billings

(1746-1800)

    When Jesus wept, the falling tear
in mercy flowed beyond all bound.

When Jesus groaned, a trembling fear
seized all the guilty world around.

SCRIPTURE LESSON                                               
Mark 8:31-38                                                                                              NRSV

31Then he began to teach them that the Son of  Man must undergo great suffering, 
and be rejected by the elders, the chief  priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and 
after three days rise again. 32He said all this quite openly. And Peter took him aside 
and began to rebuke him. 33But turning and looking at his disciples, he rebuked 
Peter and said, “Get behind me, Satan! For you are setting your mind not on divine 
things but on human things.”

34He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, “If  any want to become 
my followers, let them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. 
35For those who want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for 
my sake, and for the sake of  the gospel, will save it. 36For what will it profit them 
to gain the whole world and forfeit their life? 37Indeed, what can they give in return 
for their life? 38Those who are ashamed of  me and of  my words in this adulterous 



and sinful generation, of  them the Son of  Man will also be ashamed when he 
comes in the glory of  his Father with the holy angels.”

             This is the Word of  the Lord.     
 Thanks be to God. 

SERMON
 “Where the Wilderness Ends”                                                      Rev. Will Scott     

*HYMN 215
What Wondrous Love Is This                                                          Wondrous Love

Hymn 215 Note:
With its ballad-like 
repetitions before and 
after each stanza’s 
central narrative lines, 
this meditative text 
needs performance in 
order to be effective. Its 
haunting melody proves 
the means of  convincing 
us that the only adequate 
response to “wondrous 
love” is to “sing on.” 



*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH                              “Apostles’ Creed”
I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of  heaven and earth, and 
in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy 
Ghost, born of  the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose 
again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right 
hand of  God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the 
quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; 
the communion of  saints; the forgiveness of  sins; the resurrection of  the 
body; and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

             Lord in your mercy.
             Hear our prayer.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead 
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom 
and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.

THE OFFERING
www.firstpresdalton.org/giving/

OFFERTORY
Aria                                                                                                     G. Dethier

(1875-1958)

*DOXOLOGY
Praise God From Whom All Blessings Flow                                         Old 100th

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host;

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

Offering Note:
Copy and paste the link 
under the Offertory 
onto your browser to 
easily submit your 
online offering.



*HYMN 182
I Heard the Voice of  Jesus Say                                                                  Kingsfold
  

*CHARGE & BENEDICTION

*CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE
God Be with You Till We Meet Again                                                  Traditional

God be with you till we meet again;
By His counsels guide, uphold you,
With His sheep securely fold you;

God be with you till we meet again.

*POSTLUDE

The flowers today are shared to the glory of  God by Joanne Lewis

Hymn 182 Note:
Each stanza here pairs 
an invitation from Jesus 
with a response from 
the narrator. These three 
invitations recall how 
Jesus welcomed those 
who were heavy laden 
(Matthew 11:28), of-
fered living water (John 
4:10–14), and identified 
himself  as the light of  
the world (John 8:12, 
9:5). 



PRAYERS
For Mary Kiker and family, as they mourn the loss of  Dot Fletcher;
For Tanja Hunter, friend of  Janice Sims, following a breast cancer diagnosis;
For Wright Paulk, brother of  Peggy Rollins, as he recovers from surgery;
For Robby Parham, son of  Emily Earle Parham, a friend of  the Church, as he 
begins treatment for cancer;
For Claudia Rivers King, sister of  Curtis Rivers, as she undergoes treatment for cancer;
For Kelly, Laura and Charles Allgood’s daughter-in-law, as she resumes 
treatment for breast cancer;
For Shana Harris Masengill, daughter of  Ron & Loretta Harris, as she battles a 
rare kind of  cancer;
For Bob and Mary Hubbs’ great niece Amanda’s treatments, and her baby boy;
For teacher, students, parents, and school personnel;
For Karen, sister of  Janice Sims, receiving treatment for an illness;
For Mark, a friend of  James Hoskins, in the early stages of  aggressive throat cancer;
For all who are impacted by the coronavirus pandemic;
For nurses, doctors, and healthcare workers;
For Pam Partain’s friend, Elizabeth, a single mom of  three boys, battling 
metastatic melanoma;
For Greg George, as he undergoes treatment for kidney disease;
For First Presbyterian Church of  Cohutta;
For Martha Patton, sister of  Patricia Rivers, as she recovers from a stroke in Atlanta;
For Johnnie Bakkum at Summit Place, Beaufort, South Carolina;
For Rev. Joel Alvis, in his work as Cherokee Presbytery Stated Clerk;
For caregivers and for aging parents.

  

Upcoming 
Events
Sunday, February 28 
Worship 
Facebook Live Stream 
10:30 a.m.
Monday, March 1
Morning Prayers
9:30 a.m.
Bible Study
10:00 a.m.
Tuesday, March 2 
Grateful Heart AA Mtg 
FPC Parlor  
8:00 p.m.
Wednesday, March 3
Saturday Sacks
11:00 a.m.
In the Desert with 
Thomas Merton (2 of  4)
7:30 p.m.
Thursday, March 4
Presbyterians at the 
Virtual Pub
5:00 p.m.
Sunday, March 7 
Worship 
Facebook Live Stream 
10:30 a.m.
Drive-through 
Communion
11:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.
Monday, March 8
Morning Prayers
9:30 a.m.
Bible Study
10:00 a.m.
Tuesday, March 9 
Grateful Heart AA Mtg 
FPC Parlor  
8:00 p.m.
Wednesday, March 10
In the Desert with 
Thomas Merton (3 of  4)
7:30 p.m.
Sunday, March 14 
Worship 
Facebook Live Stream 
10:30 a.m.



Contact FPC
Phone: 706-278-8161

Rev. Will Scott, Pastor: wscott@firstpresdalton.org
Adam Burnette, Director of  Music: aburnette@firstpresdalton.org

Erin Witt, Office Manager: office@firstpresdalton.org
Mailing Address:

PO Box 489
Dalton, Georgia 30722


