
First Sunday in Lent
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How to Connect
•  Our Worship and Connection Teams are continuing our livestream so that a small group can offer  
   worship in our sanctuary. The service will stream on Facebook live and be available throughout the   
   week for any who would like to participate. Bulletins, too, will be available on Facebook for those 
   who want to read the liturgy and sing.
•  Our Connection Team will continue to alert the congregation of  news via Midweek News, our 
   Facebook page, and our closed Facebook group, FPC Dalton Connect. I would encourage you 
   to contact the church office if  you would like information on how to take advantage of  any of  
   these resources.
•  Session members will be in regular contact with every household in the church to offer support and 
   uncover any congregational needs. Session members will be praying for the households under their  
   care. Although pastoral and congregational care will look different in light of  recommended contact 
   precautions, know that I am available via email: wscott@fpcdalton.org and phone: 704.500.6323.
• Find the most current contact information on our members in the church directory.  It can be   
  found on our website (www.firstpresdalton.org) under the fellowship tab. Please email the church 
   office for the directory password.
•   Regular team meetings will be held at the discretion of  team chairs through videoconference. The 
   office will be available for arranging technical support if  necessary. Scheduling will take place 
   through direct communication but will be posted to the newsletter.

Announcements
• Thanks to Priscilla Brown for the new Lenten banners; to Kathryn Sellers for the new paraments; 
and for all our Worship Team who continue to add so much to our sanctuary!

• This Lent, you are invited to prepare for the season through a reading of  Thomas Merton’s “The 
Wisdom of  the Desert.” In the book, Merton compiles a short collection of  sayings from the Desert 
Fathers and Mothers, Third-Century Christians who fled to the isolated wilderness in order to practice 
a more authentic faith. Merton presents their example as guides who sought to find “their own true 
self  in Christ.” Join us as we journey through the Lenten wilderness together! The first meeting will be 
Wednesday, February 24 at 7:30 p.m. See the Midweek News for a link to purchase the book. 

• This year we invite you to give to “One Great Hour of  Sharing”—a denomination-wide mission 
effort that raises money for Presbyterian Disaster Assistance, hunger programs, and cooperative 
development work with communities experiencing poverty around the world. Make a gift through the 
website or leave a check with “One Great Hour of  Sharing” in the memo line. We will receive 
collections for this special offering through Easter.



PRELUDE                                     
Choral No. 3                                                                                         C. Franck

(1822-1890)

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

THE PEACE
             The peace of  Christ be with you.
             And also with you.

THE GREETING
At the sound of  the chimes, please prepare your heart and mind for worship.

INTROIT
Jesus Walked This Lonesome Valley                                        American Spiritual

     Jesus walked this lonesome valley;
He had to walk it by himself.

Oh, nobody else could walk it for him;
He had to walk it by himself.

*CALL TO WORSHIP 
(from Psalm 25)

Make me to know your ways, O LORD;
teach me your paths.
Lead me in your truth,
and teach me,
for you are the God of  my salvation;
for you I wait all day long

*PRAYER OF INVOCATION
Holy God, in this new season we look towards the cross of  your Son, 
Jesus Christ. By your Spirit, through our worship, open our eyes to the 
transformation he brings. Help us to turn: 
away from darkness toward light;
away from fear toward faith;
away from ourselves toward others; 
away from selfishness toward love; 
away from death and toward life.
We pray through Christ, your love turned toward us. Amen.
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*Where you see this 
notation, please rise in 
body or in spirit.

Cover Art:
Image by Giorgio 
Parravicini on Unsplash 
“Muscat Desert Sunset.” 



*HYMN 166
Lord, Who throughout These Forty Days                                             St. Flavian

PRAYER OF CONFESSION                         
(A time of  silent prayer and meditation.)
Have mercy on us, O God, according to your unfailing love; according to 
your great compassion blot out our transgressions. Wash away all our 
iniquity and cleanse us from sin. Create pure hearts within us, O God, 
and renew in us a steadfast spirit. Do not cast us from your presence or 
take your Holy Spirit from us. Restore to us the joy of  your salvation and 
grant a willing spirit to sustain us. Amen.

KYRIE
Lord, Have Mercy                                                                                         Singapura

Hymn 166 Note:
Like many of  this 
author’s hymns, this 
text was written 
primarily for children 
but works equally well 
in reminding adults how 
Lent connects us with 
Christ’s temptation in 
the wilderness and 
prepares us for 
Easter. The 16th-
century English psalm 
tune provides sturdy 
support. 

Today’s music is 
reprinted with 
permision from 
OneLicense.net.
A-722902.

The Call of  Confession 
is from Psalm 51.



ASSURANCE OF PARDON
             Friends, believe the good news of  the gospel.
 In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. Thanks be to God!

*RESPONSE OF PRAISE
Gloria Patri                                                                                        Selvidge Street                                                                    

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

SCRIPTURE LESSON                                                  
Genesis 9:8-17                                                                                             NRSV 

8Then God said to Noah and to his sons with him, 9“As for me, I am 
establishing my covenant with you and your descendants after you, 10and with 
every living creature that is with you, the birds, the domestic animals, and every 
animal of  the earth with you, as many as came out of  the ark. 11I establish my 
covenant with you, that never again shall all flesh be cut off  by the waters of  a 
flood, and never again shall there be a flood to destroy the earth.” 12God said, 
“This is the sign of  the covenant that I make between me and you and every 
living creature that is with you, for all future generations: 13I have set my bow 
in the clouds, and it shall be a sign of  the covenant between me and the earth. 
14When I bring clouds over the earth and the bow is seen in the clouds, 15I will 
remember my covenant that is between me and you and every living creature 
of  all flesh; and the waters shall never again become a flood to destroy all flesh. 
16When the bow is in the clouds, I will see it and remember the everlasting 
covenant between God and every living creature of  all flesh that is on the earth.” 
17God said to Noah, “This is the sign of  the covenant that I have established 
between me and all flesh that is on the earth.”

             This is the Word of  the Lord.     
 Thanks be to God. 



ANTHEM
The Lone, Wild Bird                                                            Prospect, arr. Johnson

The lone, wild bird in lofty flight
Is still with thee, nor leaves thy sight.

And I am thine! I rest in thee.
Great Spirit, come, and rest in me.

The ends of  earth are in thy hand,
The sea’s dark deep and far-off  land.

And I am thine! I rest in thee.
Great Spirit, come, and rest in me.

The lone, wild bird in lofty flight
Is still with thee, nor leaves thy sight.

SCRIPTURE LESSON                                               
Mark 1:9-15                                                                                                NRSV

9In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of  Galilee and was baptized by John in 
the Jordan. 10And just as he was coming up out of  the water, he saw the heavens 
torn apart and the Spirit descending like a dove on him. 11And a voice came from 
heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.”

12And the Spirit immediately drove him out into the wilderness. 13He was in the 
wilderness for forty days, tempted by Satan; and he was with the wild beasts; and 
the angels waited on him. 

14Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good news 
of  God, 15and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of  God has come 
near; repent, and believe in the good news.”

             This is the Word of  the Lord.     
 Thanks be to God. 

SERMON
 “In the Wilderness with Jesus”                                                     Rev. Will Scott     



*HYMN 775
 I Want Jesus to Walk with Me                                                         Walk With Me

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH                              “Apostles’ Creed”

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

             Lord in your mercy.
             Hear our prayer.

Affirmation of  Faith:
I believe in God the 
Father Almighty, Maker 
of  heaven and earth, 
and in Jesus Christ his 
only Son our Lord; who 
was conceived by the 
Holy Ghost, born of  
the Virgin Mary, suffered 
under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, dead, and 
buried; he descended 
into hell; the third day 
he rose again from the 
dead; he ascended into 
heaven, and sitteth on 
the right hand of  God 
the Father Almighty; 
from thence he shall 
come to judge the quick 
and the dead. I believe 
in the Holy Ghost; the 
holy catholic church; 
the communion of  
saints; the forgiveness 
of  sins; the resurrection 
of  the body; and the 
life everlasting. Amen.

Hymn 775 Note:
The two equal phrases 
in each line here suggest 
that this African 
American spiritual shares 
some characteristics of  
work or field songs that 
were used to coordinate 
the efforts of  slaves 
involved in tasks (road 
clearing, ditch digging, 
etc.) that needed 
combined rhythmic 
strokes. 



THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead 
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom 
and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.

THE OFFERING
www.firstpresdalton.org/giving/

OFFERTORY
Hallelujah, What a Saviour                                                                        P. Bliss

(1838-1876)

*DOXOLOGY
Praise God From Whom All Blessings Flow                                         Old 100th

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host;

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

*HYMN 39
Great Is Thy Faithfulness                                                                      Faithfulness
  

Hymn 39 Note:
Written as a meditation 
on Lamentations 3:22–
23, this text is one of  
the few hymns among 
the 1200 poems by this 
Methodist writer and 
pastor that has gained 
much currency. The 
tune that appears here 
was composed especially 
for these words, and 
the pairing has proved 
enduring. 

Offering Note:
Copy and paste the link 
under the Offertory 
onto your browser to 
easily submit your 
online offering.





*CHARGE & BENEDICTION

*CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE
God Be with You Till We Meet Again                                                  Traditional

God be with you till we meet again;
By His counsels guide, uphold you,
With His sheep securely fold you;

God be with you till we meet again.

*POSTLUDE

The flowers today are shared to the glory of  God by Joanne Lewis

PRAYERS
For Mary Kiker and family, as they mourn the loss of  Dot Fletcher;
For Tanja Hunter, friend of  Janice Sims, following a breast cancer diagnosis;
For Wright Paulk, brother of  Peggy Rollins, as he recovers from surgery;
For Robby Parham, son of  Emily Earle Parham, a friend of  the Church, as he 
begins treatment for cancer;
For Claudia Rivers King, sister of  Curtis Rivers, as she undergoes treatment for cancer;
For Kelly, Laura and Charles Allgood’s daughter-in-law, as she resumes 
treatment for breast cancer;
For Shana Harris Masengill, daughter of  Ron & Loretta Harris, as she battles a 
rare kind of  cancer;
For Bob and Mary Hubbs’ great niece Amanda’s treatments, and her baby boy;
For teacher, students, parents, and school personnel;
For Karen, sister of  Janice Sims, receiving treatment for an illness;
For Mark, a friend of  James Hoskins, in the early stages of  aggressive throat cancer;
For all who are impacted by the coronavirus pandemic;
For nurses, doctors, and healthcare workers;
For Pam Partain’s friend, Elizabeth, a single mom of  three boys, battling 
metastatic melanoma;
For Greg George, as he undergoes treatment for kidney disease;
For First Presbyterian Church of  Cohutta;
For Martha Patton, sister of  Patricia Rivers, as she recovers from a stroke in Atlanta;
For Johnnie Bakkum at Summit Place, Beaufort, South Carolina;
For Rev. Joel Alvis, in his work as Cherokee Presbytery Stated Clerk;
For caregivers and for aging parents.

  

Upcoming 
Events
Sunday, February 21 
Worship 
Facebook Live Stream 
10:30 a.m.
Session Meeting
11:45 a.m.
Monday, February 22
Morning Prayers
9:30 a.m.
Bible Study
10:00 a.m.
Connection Team Meeting
via Zoom
5:30 p.m.
Tuesday, February 23 
Grateful Heart AA Mtg 
FPC Parlor  
8:00 p.m.
Wednesday, February 24
In the Desert with 
Thomas Merton (1 of  4)
7:30 p.m.
Sunday, February 28 
Worship 
Facebook Live Stream 
10:30 a.m.
Monday, March 1
Morning Prayers
9:30 a.m.
Bible Study
10:00 a.m.
Tuesday, March 2 
Grateful Heart AA Mtg 
FPC Parlor  
8:00 p.m.
Wednesday, March 3
Saturday Sacks
11:00 a.m.
In the Desert with 
Thomas Merton (2 of  4)
7:30 p.m.
Thursday, March 4
Presbyterians at the 
Virtual Pub
5:00 p.m.
Sunday, March 7 
Worship 
Facebook Live Stream 
10:30 a.m.



Contact FPC
Phone: 706-278-8161

Rev. Will Scott, Pastor: wscott@firstpresdalton.org
Adam Burnette, Director of  Music: aburnette@firstpresdalton.org

Erin Witt, Office Manager: office@firstpresdalton.org
Mailing Address:

PO Box 489
Dalton, Georgia 30722


