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The season of  Lent is a time of  prayer, fasting and self-examination in preparation for the 
celebration of  the resurrection of  the Lord at Easter. It is a period of  40 days — like the flood of  
Genesis, Moses’ sojourn at Mount Sinai, Elijah’s journey to Mount Horeb, Jonah’s call to Ninevah 
to repent and Jesus’ time of  testing in the wilderness. (The Sundays in Lent are not counted in this 
reckoning of  the time between Ash Wednesday and Easter, as every Lord’s Day is a celebration of  
the resurrection of  Jesus Christ.)

In the early church, Lent was a time of  preparation for the celebration of  baptism at the Easter Vigil. 
In many communities of  faith it remains a time to equip and nurture candidates for baptism and 
confirmation and to reflect deeply on the theme of  baptismal discipleship.

 - From the PC(USA) office of  theology and worship.

A Time to Turn: The Lenten journey from the ashes of  death to resurrected life begins on the first 
day of Lent, Ash Wednesday, which signifies a time to turn around, to change directions, to repent. This 
first day of  Lent reminds us that unless we are willing to die to our old selves, we cannot be raised to 
new life with Christ. The first step of  this journey calls us to acknowledge and confront our mortality, 
individually and corporately. In many traditions, this is symbolized through the imposition of  ashes 
— placing a cross on one’s forehead. During the imposition of  ashes the words: “You are dust, and 
to dust you shall return” (Genesis 3:19) are repeated again and again. We are to remember that we 
are but temporary creatures, always on the edge of  death. On Ash Wednesday, we begin our Lenten trek 
through the desert toward Easter. Ashes on the forehead is a sign of  our humanity and a reminder of  
our mortality. Lent is not a matter of  being good, and wearing ashes is not to show off  one’s faith.

The ashes are a reminder to us and our communities of  our finite creatureliness. The ashes we wear 
on our Lenten journey symbolize the dust and broken debris of  our lives as well as the reality that 
eventually each of  us will die. Trusting in the “accomplished fact” of  Christ’s resurrection, however, 
we listen for the Word of  God in the time-honored stories of  the church’s Lenten journey. We follow 
Jesus into the wilderness, resist temptation, fast, and proceed “on the way” to Jerusalem and the cross. 
Our Lenten journey is one of  metanoia (“turning around”), of  changing directions from self-serving 
toward the self-giving way of  the cross.

-Companion to the Book of  Common Worship (Geneva Press, 2003, 109-110)

T H E  S E A S O N  O F  L E N T



PRELUDE           
Organ Piece in G Major                                                                         A. Hesse

(1808-1863)
           
THE GREETING

At the sound of  the chimes, please prepare your heart and mind for worship.

INTROIT
Lead Me, Lord                                                                                       S. Wesley

(1810-1876)

Lead me, Lord, lead me in thy righteousness, 
make thy way plain before my face.

For it is thou, Lord, only, that makest me dwell in safety.

*CALL TO WORSHIP                                             
(from Psalm 51)

Create in me a clean heart, O God,
and renew a steadfast spirit within me.
Do not cast me from your presence 
or take your Holy Spirit from me. 
Restore to me the joy of  your salvation
and grant a willing spirit to sustain me.

*UNISON PRAYER OF INVOCATION 
Gracious God, you breathed your life into the dust of  the earth, 
creating us in your image to love and serve others. Animate our worship 
with that same breath, that as we confront the darkness of  the world we 
may fix our eyes on your eternal promise, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen.
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*Where you see this 
notation, please rise in 
body or in spirit.



*HYMN 836
Abide with Me                                                                                          Eventide

LITANY OF CONFESSION                         
Holy and merciful God, we confess to you and to one another, and to the whole 
communion of  saints in heaven and on earth, that we have sinned by our own fault 
in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone.

We have not loved you with our whole heart, and mind, and strength. We 
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We have not forgiven others as 
we have been forgiven. 

Hymn 836 Note:
By blending end of  
day and end of  life, the 
imagery of  this well-
known Victorian hymn 
has made it valuable for 
both evening services 
and funerals. Although 
the author wrote his 
own music for it, the 
present tune has been 
firmly associated with 
this text for over 150 
years. 

The Litany of  
Confession is from the 
PC(USA) Book of  
Common Worship



Have mercy on us, O God. We have not listened to your call to serve as Christ 
served us. We have not been true to the mind of  Christ. We have grieved your 
Holy Spirit. 

Have mercy on us, O God. 

We confess to you, O God, all our past unfaithfulness: The pride, hypocrisy, and 
impatience in our lives, 

we confess to you, O God.

Our self-indulgent appetites and ways and our exploitation of  other people, 

we confess to you, O God. 

Our anger at our own frustration and our envy of  those more fortunate than 
ourselves, 

we confess to you, O God. 

Our intemperate love of  worldly goods and comforts, and our dishonesty in 
daily life and work, 

we confess to you, O God. 

Our negligence in prayer and worship, and our failure to commend the faith that 
is in us,

we confess to you, O God.

Accept our repentance, O God, for the wrongs we have done. For our neglect 
of  human need and suffering and our indifference to injustice and cruelty, 

accept our repentance, O God.

For all false judgments, for uncharitable thoughts toward our 
neighbors, and for our prejudice and contempt toward those who differ from us,

accept our repentance, O God.

For our waste and pollution of  your creation and our lack of  concern for those 
who come after us, 
accept our repentance, O God.

Restore us, O God, and let your anger depart from us.

Favorably hear us, O God, for your mercy is great.

Amen.

SILENT MEDITATION



KYRIE
Lord, Have Mercy                                                                                        Singapura

ASSURANCE OF PARDON
             Friends, believe the good news of  the gospel.
 In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. Thanks be to God!

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

SCRIPTURE LESSON                                                  
Joel 2:1-2, 12-17                                                                                         NRSV
      

1   Blow the trumpet in Zion;
          sound the alarm on my holy mountain!
     Let all the inhabitants of  the land tremble,
          for the day of  the LORD is coming, it is near —
2   a day of  darkness and gloom,
          a day of  clouds and thick darkness!
     Like blackness spread upon the mountains
          a great and powerful army comes;
     their like has never been from of  old,
          nor will be again after them
          in ages to come.

12  Yet even now, says the LORD,
          return to me with all your heart,
     with fasting, with weeping, and with mourning;
13       rend your hearts and not your clothing.
     Return to the LORD, your God,
          for he is gracious and merciful,
     slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love,
          and relents from punishing.
14  Who knows whether he will not turn and relent,
          and leave a blessing behind him,
     a grain offering and a drink offering
          for the LORD, your God?
15  Blow the trumpet in Zion;
          sanctify a fast;
     call a solemn assembly;



16       gather the people.
     Sanctify the congregation;
          assemble the aged;
     gather the children,
          even infants at the breast.
     Let the bridegroom leave his room,
          and the bride her canopy.
17  Between the vestibule and the altar
          let the priests, the ministers of  the LORD, weep.
     Let them say, “Spare your people, O LORD,
          and do not make your heritage a mockery,
          a byword among the nations.
     Why should it be said among the peoples,
          ‘Where is their God?’”

This is the Word of  the Lord.     
             Thanks be to God.

ANTHEM
Psalm 130                                                                                                     Turle
        

Out of  the depths I cry to you, O Lord.
Lord, hear my voice!

Let your ears be attentive
to the voice of  my supplications!

If  you, O Lord, should mark iniquities,
Lord, who could stand?

But there is forgiveness with you,
so that you may be revered.

I wait for the Lord, my soul waits,
and in his word I hope;

my soul waits for the Lord
more than those who watch for the morning,
more than those who watch for the morning.

O Israel, hope in the Lord!
For with the Lord there is steadfast love,
and with him is great power to redeem.

It is he who will redeem Israel
from all its iniquities.

SCRIPTURE LESSON                                                  
Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21                                                                                  NRSV

1“Beware of  practicing your piety before others in order to be seen by them; for 
then you have no reward from your Father in heaven.

2“So whenever you give alms, do not sound a trumpet before you, as the 
hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets, so that they may be praised 



by others. Truly I tell you, they have received their reward. 3But when you give 
alms, do not let your left hand know what your right hand is doing, 4so that your 
alms may be done in secret; and your Father who sees in secret will reward you.

5“And whenever you pray, do not be like the hypocrites; for they love to stand 
and pray in the synagogues and at the street corners, so that they may be seen by 
others. Truly I tell you, they have received their reward. 6But whenever you pray, 
go into your room and shut the door and pray to your Father who is in secret; 
and your Father who sees in secret will reward you.

16“And whenever you fast, do not look dismal, like the hypocrites, for they 
disfigure their faces so as to show others that they are fasting. Truly I tell you, 
they have received their reward. 17But when you fast, put oil on your head and 
wash your face, 18so that your fasting may be seen not by others but by your 
Father who is in secret; and your Father who sees in secret will reward you.

19“Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust 
consume and where thieves break in and steal; 20but store up for yourselves 
treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust consumes and where thieves 
do not break in and steal. 21For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.

This is the Word of  the Lord.     
             Thanks be to God.

MEDITATION

*RESPONSE OF PRAISE
What Wondrous Love Is This                                                         Wondrous Love

What wondrous love is this, O my soul, O my soul,
what wondrous love is this, O my soul!

What wondrous love is this that caused the Lord of  bliss
to bear the dreadful curse for my soul, for my soul,

to bear the dreadful curse for my soul.

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH                             “Apostles’ Creed”

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND THE LORD’S 
PRAYER
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead 
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom 
and the power and the glory, forever. Amen. 

THE OFFERING
www.firstpresdalton.org/giving/

OFFERTORY
“Quiet Peace”                                                                                    G. Peterson

(1934-2015)

Affirmation of  Faith:
I believe in God the 
Father Almighty, Maker 
of  heaven and earth, 
and in Jesus Christ his 
only Son our Lord; 
who was conceived by 
the Holy Ghost, born 
of  the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius 
Pilate, was crucified, 
dead, and buried; he 
descended into hell; 
the third day he rose 
again from the dead; he 
ascended into heaven, 
and sitteth on the right 
hand of  God the Father 
Almighty; from thence 
he shall come to judge 
the quick and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy 
Ghost; the holy catholic 
church; the communion 
of  saints; the 
forgiveness of  sins; 
the resurrection of  the 
body; and the life 
everlasting. Amen.

Offering Note:
Copy and paste the link 
under the Offertory 
onto your browser to 
easily submit your 
online offering.



*DOXOLOGY
Praise God From Whom All Blessings Flow                                         Old 100th

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host;

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

HYMN 169
Dear Lord and Father of  Mankind                                                             Repton

                                                                          

BENEDICTION

*POSTLUDE
“O Filii et Filiae”                                                                               F. Dandrieu

(1682-1732)

Hymn 169 Note:
These stanzas were 
carved into a hymn 
from a much longer 
poem describing a 
frenzied ritual by an 
obscure sect in India, 
but they culminate in 
a reference to 1 Kings 
19:11–12 that celebrates 
silence (as befits a 
Quaker poet). This tune 
was created especially 
for these words. 
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PRAYERS
For Mary Kiker and family, as they mourn the loss of  Dot Fletcher;
For Tanja Hunter, friend of  Janice Sims, following a breast cancer diagnosis;
For Wright Paulk, brother of  Peggy Rollins, as he recovers from surgery;
For Robby Parham, son of  Emily Earle Parham, a friend of  the Church, as he begins treatment for cancer;
For Claudia Rivers King, sister of  Curtis Rivers, as she undergoes treatment for cancer;
For Kelly, Laura and Charles Allgood’s daughter-in-law, as she resumes treatment for breast cancer;
For Shana Harris Masengill, daughter of  Ron & Loretta Harris, as she battles a rare kind of  cancer;
For Bob and Mary Hubbs’ great niece Amanda’s treatments, and her baby boy;
For teacher, students, parents, and school personnel;
For Karen, sister of  Janice Sims, receiving treatment for an illness;
For Mark, a friend of  James Hoskins, in the early stages of  aggressive throat cancer;
For all who are impacted by the coronavirus pandemic;
For nurses, doctors, and healthcare workers;
For Pam Partain’s friend, Elizabeth, a single mom of  three boys, battling metastatic melanoma;
For Greg George, as he undergoes treatment for kidney disease;
For First Presbyterian Church of  Cohutta;
For Martha Patton, sister of  Patricia Rivers, as she recovers from a stroke in Atlanta;
For Johnnie Bakkum at Summit Place, Beaufort, South Carolina;
For Rev. Joel Alvis, in his work as Cherokee Presbytery Stated Clerk;
For caregivers and for aging parents.


