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May 1, 2022                                    THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER 

 
 

 
 

 

 
Fire of Shame, Fire of Love 

 
The disciples know Jesus is risen, but they don't yet know what 
they are to do. They fall back on fishing, one thing they knew 
how to do before they ever met Jesus, but they fail even at that. 
Only when Jesus comes to them and directs them where to fish 
do they get a huge catch. Meanwhile, he cooks breakfast for 
them, baking bread and grilling fish on the beach.  
 Jesus asks Peter the same question three times: "Do you 
love me?" This thrice-repeated query raises the haunting specter 
of Peter's thrice-repeated denial of Jesus some days earlier. 
Jesus simultaneously reminds Peter of his failure and offers him 
an opportunity for repentance and recommitment. Jesus then 
tells Peter how to put his love into action now that Jesus has 
died and risen: Care for the Good Shepherd's flock.  
 We need to keep the whole story together. Before Peter 
is questioned and reminded of how he failed Jesus, he sees his 
failures redeemed. A night of fruitless fishing ends with a net-
breakingly large catch. Jesus invites his friends to a breakfast of 
bread and fish they didn't even have to catch. Here is a charcoal 
fire, baking bread and roasting fish, a meal of grace. When Peter 
denied Jesus, he and the slaves and police were standing around 
another charcoal fire. The fire of Peter's shame and failure is 
now transformed into a place to prepare a meal of friendship 
and new life.  
 We come to the table and find that our failures do not 
keep us from God. God spreads the table before us with food we 
did not have to find, or earn, or prepare. We experience our 
burning shame transformed into a place where Christ meets us 
in friendship before he asks whether we love him. Fed with such 
grace, we, like Peter, can feed Jesus' sheep.  
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May 1, 2022                                                  Third Sunday of Easter 

Welcome to First St. John Lutheran Church! We offer two services 
with Sunday School for youth and adults and catechism between the 
services. Our regular Sunday schedule is: 
 
   8:00 am       Early Worship 
   9:15 am       Sunday School / Catechism 
              9:15 am               Adult Bible Study 
 10:30 am       Late Worship 
 
Livestream and Recorded Worship: We livestream the service on 
our church website at www.firststjohn.com. Also, the service will be 
recorded and published to the website.  
 
Adult Sunday School meets at 9:15 am in the lounge (middle floor of 
the educational building – turn right out of the door by the choir loft). 
 
Children ages 3 through 5th grade will meet for Sunday School in the 
basement of the church (the JAM Room!).  
 
Catechism Class: Class will be held from 9:15 to 10:15 am each 
Sunday.  
 
Nursery is in the church basement and is currently unstaffed; you 
are welcome to sit with your child. A diaper changing table is 
available in the ladies restroom in the basement of the church. 
 
Restrooms are in the church basement. Go to the Narthex (lobby) 
and take either set of steps to the basement hallway. The ladies 
room is at one end, and the men’s room is at the other. 
 
Flowers: If you would like to sign up for altar flowers, there is a book 
in the Narthex (lobby) by the telephone. Or, you can call the church 
office during the week to check on availability. 
 
Memorials: If you wish to give a memorial in honor or memory of a 
loved one, you may mail it in or pick up a memorial card in the 
church office or the Narthex (lobby) and place it in the offering plate. 
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GRADUATE RECOGNITION 
SUNDAY 

June 19, 2022 
  
We will publicly acknowledge all our graduates from 
high school and college at our worship service on 
Sunday, June 19th. Please plan on having your graduate attend this 
service as all graduates will be recognized. If you know of a 
graduate, please complete this form and drop it in the offering plate, 
mail it to the church office, or fax this page to 419-691-7220 by 
Tuesday, June 14th.  
 
_______________________________________ 
NAME OF GRADUATE 
  
_______________________________________ 
GRADUATED FROM 
  
_______________________________________ 
DEGREE EARNED 
 
 NOTABLE ACCOMPLISHMENTS: 
 
______________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________ 
 
FUTURE PLANS (SCHOOL, WORK, ETC.): 
 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________  

 
______________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________ 
 
YES, WE PLAN TO BE AT THE SERVICE   ____ 
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Blessing 
D:  God, the Author of life, Christ, the living Cornerstone, and the 

life-giving Spirit of adoption, (☩) bless you now and forever. 
C:  Amen. 
 
Dismissal 
D:  Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
C:  Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
 
P:  Go in peace. Tell what God has done. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 
 
Closing Hymn              “Because He Lives”  (words on the screens)  
 
Postlude                                                                               Dr. Pattin  

 
 
 

**** 
 

 
 

PARTICIPANTS IN TODAY’S SERVICE 
 
GUEST OFFICIANT 
Deacon Laura Scherer 
 
ELDERS 
Jeff Ladd, Dave Wilbarger 
 
SOUND BOARD 
Andy Hodges 
 
READER 
Carol Haar 
 
ACOLYTES 
Jordan Cummerow, Cam Schumaker 
 
SPECIAL MUSIC 
Cheri Sergent, Handbells 

 

3 

ORDER OF WORSHIP—10:30 am 
 
Prelude                                                                                Dr. Pattin 
 
Ringing of the Bell            

  
Opening Song          “Hallelujah! Jesus Lives!”                    No. 380 
   
The Greeting 
D:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C:  And also with you. 
 
Confession and Forgiveness 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at 
baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 
 
D:  O L  our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth! 

Blessed be the Holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose steadfast love 
endures forever. 

C:  Amen. 
 
D:  Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one 

another. 
 

(Silence is kept for reflection.) 
 

D:  Merciful God, 
C:  we confess that we have not followed your path but have 

chosen our own way. Instead of putting others before 
ourselves, we long to take the best seats at the table. When 
met by those in need, we have too often passed by on the 
other side. Set us again on the path of life. Save us from 
ourselves and free us to love our neighbors. Amen. 

 
D:  Hear the good news! God does not deal with us according to our 

sins, but delights in granting pardon and mercy. In the name 
of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. You are free to love as 
God loves. 

C:  Amen. 
 
D:  The peace of the Lord be with you all. 
C:  And also with you. 
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Prayer of the Day 
D:  Let us pray. Let us pray. Eternal and all-merciful God, with all the 

angels and all the saints we laud your majesty and might. By the 
resurrection of your Son, show yourself to us and inspire us to 
follow Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C: Amen.  
 

 

Announcements 
 
Altar Guild Presentation                                                Emily Kruse 
 
FIRST READING: Acts 9:1-6 
Saul (later called Paul) appears for the first time in Acts at the stoning of Stephen. He 
becomes an ardent persecutor of the Christian church. This reading recounts his 
blinding and conversion experiences on the way to Damascus. 
 
Meanwhile Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the disciples of the 
Lord, went to the high priest 2and asked him for letters to the synagogues at 
Damascus, so that if he found any who belonged to the Way, men or women, 
he might bring them bound to Jerusalem. 3Now as he was going along and 
approaching Damascus, suddenly a light from heaven flashed around him. 4He 
fell to the ground and heard a voice saying to him, "Saul, Saul, why do you 
persecute me?" 5He asked, "Who are you, Lord?" The reply came, "I am Jesus, 
whom you are persecuting. 6But get up and enter the city, and you will be told 
what you are to do." 
 
Reader: The Word of the Lord.    
C:          Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM: Psalm 30 
You have turned my wailing into dancing. (Ps. 30:12) 
 
I will extol you, O Lord, for you have drawn me up, 
and did not let my foes rejoice over me. 

2O Lord my God, I cried to you for help, 
and you have healed me. 

3O Lord, you brought up my soul from Sheol, 
restored me to life from among those gone down to the Pit. 

4Sing praises to the Lord, O you his faithful ones, 
and give thanks to his holy name. 

5For his anger is but for a moment; his favor is for a lifetime. 
Weeping may linger for the night, but joy comes with the morning. 

6As for me, I said in my prosperity, 
“I shall never be moved.” 

7By your favor, O Lord, you had established me as a strong mountain; 
you hid your face; I was dismayed. 

8To you, O Lord, I cried, 
and to the Lord I made supplication: 
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On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the scriptures; 
He ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
 We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
The Offering  
 
Special Music   
 
  “From This Day Forward in the House of the Lord”   Brian Childers
     Cheri Sergent, Handbells, accompanied by Dr. Pattin 
        
Offering Prayer 
D:  Blessed are you, O God, ruler of heaven and earth. Day by day 

you shower us with blessings. As you have raised us to new life 
in Christ, give us glad and generous hearts, ready to praise you 
and respond to those in need, through Jesus Christ, our Savior 
and Lord. 

C:  Amen. 
 
Pastoral Prayer (Each petition concludes with this response) 
D:  God in your mercy, 
C:  hear our prayer. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer (prayed by all) 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
And lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
 and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
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So they cast it, and now they were not able to haul it in because there were so 
many fish. 7That disciple whom Jesus loved said to Peter, "It is the Lord!" 
When Simon Peter heard that it was the Lord, he put on some clothes, for he 
was naked, and jumped into the sea. 8But the other disciples came in the boat, 
dragging the net full of fish, for they were not far from the land, only about a 
hundred yards off. 
 9When they had gone ashore, they saw a charcoal fire there, with fish 
on it, and bread. 10Jesus said to them, "Bring some of the fish that you have 
just caught." 11So Simon Peter went aboard and hauled the net ashore, full of 
large fish, a hundred fifty-three of them; and though there were so many, the 
net was not torn. 12Jesus said to them, "Come and have breakfast." Now none 
of the disciples dared to ask him, "Who are you?" because they knew it was 
the Lord. 13Jesus came and took the bread and gave it to them, and did the 
same with the fish. 14This was now the third time that Jesus appeared to the 
disciples after he was raised from the dead. 
 
Gospel Response 
D:  This is the Gospel of the Lord.  
C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

(Please be seated)  
 

SERMON                                                        Deacon Laura Scherer 
Sermon Hymn   “Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds”     No. 367 
 

 

  (Please stand) 
 
Nicene Creed 
We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
for us and for our salvation 

He came down from heaven, 
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
He suffered death and was buried. 
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9“What profit is there in my death, if I go down to the Pit? 
Will the dust praise you? Will it tell of your faithfulness? 

10Hear, O Lord, and be gracious to me! 
O Lord, be my helper!” 

11You have turned my mourning into dancing; 
you have taken off my sackcloth and clothed me with joy, 

12so that my soul may praise you and not be silent. 
O Lord my God, I will give thanks to you forever. 

 
SECOND READING: Revelation 5:11-14 
The vision of John recorded in Revelation offers a glimpse of cosmic worship on the 
Lord's Day. At its center is "the Lamb who was slain." 
 
[John writes:] 11Then I looked, and I heard the voice of many angels 
surrounding the throne and the living creatures and the elders; they numbered 
myriads of myriads and thousands of thousands, 12singing with full voice, 
 "Worthy is the Lamb that was slaughtered 
 to receive power and wealth and wisdom and might 
 and honor and glory and blessing!" 
13Then I heard every creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth and in 
the sea, and all that is in them, singing, 
 "To the one seated on the throne and to the Lamb 
  be blessing and honor and glory and might 
  forever and ever!" 
14And the four living creatures said, "Amen!" And the elders fell down and 
worshiped. 
 
Reader: Word of God. Word of Life.  
C:   Thanks be to God. 
 

(Please stand) 
 

Gospel Acclamation (sung) 
 

Alleluia! Lord to whom can we go?  
You have the words of eternal life.  
Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 
Gospel Announcement 
D:   The Gospel according to St. John Chapter 21. 
C:   Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
GOSPEL: John 21:4-14 
The risen Christ blesses his followers, especially Peter, and welcomes them to a meal 
of fellowship and forgiveness. 
 
4Just after daybreak, Jesus stood on the beach; but the disciples did not know 
that it was Jesus. 5Jesus said to them, "Children, you have no fish, have you?" 
They answered him, "No." 6He said to them, "Cast the net to the right side of 
the boat, and you will find some."  


