
GUIDELINES FOR RESUMING WORSHIP SERVICES IN THE 
SANCTUARY AT FIRST ST. JOHN LUTHERAN CHURCH 

 

The Reopening Taskforce (Mark Ackerman, Chuck Bell, Andra Bell, Beth Hugueley, Matt 
DeWitt, Keith Mullin, Tony Wilbarger, Annette Slater, and Pastor Rayl) has determined to begin 
in-person worship at First St. John Lutheran on Sunday, July 5, 2020 with the following safety 
guidelines: 

 
 

1) If you are sick, have any symptoms of the COVID-19 virus, or have been in contact 
with anyone who has the virus, PLEASE stay at home and worship with us online. If 
you are concerned about your own safety and prefer to stay home, that is OK. You 
are still with us in the Holy Spirit as a member of the Body of Christ at F.S.J. We 
love you all! 

2) Everyone is asked to only enter by the front door (Seaman Street) and the west 
side door (chair lift) off the handicapped parking area. Please do not enter from the 
back door or through the Education Building. The chair lift will be available for those 
who need it. 

3) Masks must be worn. Please bring your own if you can. We will have some masks 
available to take if anyone doesn’t have one. Some are cloth masks and can be 
taken home with parishioners to wash and reuse. There will also be disposable 
masks available. 

4) Please do not congregate in the narthex (entrance area) either as you arrive or 
leave.   

5) When you arrive, please go to the registration table where we will take attendance, 
have extra hand sanitizer and face masks. 

6) To minimize direct contact, people will enter and exit using the outside aisles only. 
The center aisle will be used for communion or special needs or emergency exit. 

7) So that we can maximize the number of people in the sanctuary, ushers will fill the 
pews from the front to the back of the church and dismiss people from the back to 
the front. Please follow their directions. We are sorry everyone can not have their 
usual seat. 

8) We will use every other pew. Unused pews will be roped off on the outside end of 
each pew were people will enter. We estimate this configuration will let us get 90-
100 persons in the sanctuary. 

9) To maintain social distancing, we will try to seat at least three people per pew, 
a couple and a single, unless there is a family that lives together. They can sit 
together without social distancing. 

10) The balcony and the “orphans section” will be used for overflow only if needed. In 
the balcony, we will start with the second pew from the front. The lounge also may 
be used as an overflow area, but only after all other permitted seating has been 



used.  

11) We will not have corporate singing or verbal liturgy responses. Dr. Tony and 
Annette Slater will still provide music for the service. The liturgy and lessons will be 
projected on the screen. The service will be recorded and published to the 
website. Future plans are being made to “live stream” the service. 

12) Since we will not be singing, hymnals will be removed from the racks and placed in 
the unused pews. Communion cards, pens, and offering envelopes will be removed 
from the pews. 

13) Elders will wear gloves and hand the bulletins to the members when they are 
seated. Please do not leave your bulletin in the pew when you exit; take it home 
with your or put it in the Recycling bin at the front door. 

14) The windows and doors will be opened, weather permitting. The fans should be 
put on full speed. 

15) For communion, people will use the center aisle to go forward, keeping six feet in 
between each other, and they will use the outside aisles to return. Please follow 
the elder’s directions for when to leave your pew. Masks can be removed for 
taking communion. Please wait on the front “white tape mark” until Pastor invites 
you to come forward. Pastor will use gloves and a mask, dropping the wafer in the 
person’s hand. Next go to the wine station where the Elder will place a filled wine 
cup on the table which you can take, drink, then dispose of in the basket as usual. 
Then return to your seat by the side aisle.  

16) We will have a “soft” opening at 9:00 am on July 5th, 2020. Future Sunday services 
will be determined according to the prevailing activity of the COVID-19 virus and 
local health recommendations.  

 


