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May 10, 2020                                                Fifth Sunday of Easter 
Welcome to First St. John Lutheran  Church! If you  are visiting, 
please sign the guest book near the main door in the Narthex.  
 
We offer a traditional service and a celebration service, a joint effort 
between members of both services with special music and a 
message. Our regular Sunday is: 
 
   7:45 am       Traditional Service 
   9:00 am       Sunday School 
 10:15 am       Celebration Service 
 
A.W.E. Service: Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, this service has 
been suspended for the time being. 
 
Adult Sunday School meets at 9:00 am in the lounge (middle floor of 
the educational building – turn right out of the door by the choir loft. 
 
Children ages 3 through 6th grade will meet for Sunday School in the 
basement of the church (the JAM Room!).  
 
Catechism Classes: The 7th grade class meets at 9:00 am on 
Sundays in the catechism room next to the ladies restroom on the 
second floor of the Educational Building. Eighth grade class meets 
every other Sunday at 11:30 am in the lounge for a light lunch and 
class.  
 
Nursery: Our nursery is in the church basement. The nursery is 
currently unstaffed; you are welcome to sit with your child. A diaper 
changing table & a semi-private nursing area also are available in 
the ladies restroom in the basement of the church. 
 
Restrooms are in the church basement. Go to the Narthex (lobby) 
and take either set of steps to the basement. In the hallway, the 
ladies room is at one end, and the men’s room is at the other. 
 
Flowers: If you would like to sign up for flowers for a Sunday, there 
is a sign up book in the Narthex (lobby) by the telephone. Or, you 
may call the church office during the week to check on availability. 
 
Memorials: If you wish to give a memorial in honor or memory of a 
loved one, you may mail it in or pick up a memorial card in the 
church office or in the Narthex (lobby) and place it in the offering 
plate.  
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ORDER OF WORSHIP – CELEBRATION SERVICE 
 
Praise Prelude                                           
Prelude               
                                         
Ringing of the Bell  
Opening Song                       

 
Thanksgiving For Baptism 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as 
the Thanksgiving begins. 
 
P:  Alleluia! Christ is Risen. 
C: Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
 
The water is poured into the baptismal font. 
 
P:  Just as God’s work of creation never ends, so the gifts received 

in baptism are renewed every day. Let us give thanks together 
for the life given in baptism. 

 
P:  We give you thanks, O God, for the waters of life: for water to 

bathe in, water to drink, for waters to play in and waters that 
inspire wonder, for water that gives life to our planet. 

 

C: We give you thanks, O God, for the waters of life. 
 
P:  We give you thanks, O God, for the waters of this place: for 

water from the faucet, for rain and snow, for the Maumee River, 
Lake Erie, and all the smaller creeks and streams. 

 

C: We give you thanks, O God, for the waters of this place. 
 
P:  We give you thanks for your salvation through water: for 

delivering Noah and his family through the floodwaters, for 
leading your people Israel through the sea into freedom, for 
preserving your prophet Elijah through the time of drought, for 
guiding your people across the Jordan into a new land, for 
quenching the Samaritan woman’s thirst with living water. 

 

C: We give you thanks, O God, for your salvation through 
water. 

 
P:  We give you thanks for the life of the baptized, for all who 

worship in your name, for godparents and baptismal sponsors, 
for children and grandchildren, for our brothers and sisters in 
Christ whom we have never seen, but to whom we are bound. 

 

C:  We give you thanks, O God for the life of all baptized. 
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P:  We give you thanks for life in Christ through your Holy Spirit: for 
our entry into Jesus’ death through these waters; for our new birth 
into a life of forgiveness of sin, redemption and service; for our 
calling to be your people, and for being sent out as the body of 
Christ for the life of the world. 

C:  We give you thanks, blessed and holy Trinity (+) now and 
forever. Amen. 

 
Baptismal Hymn – We Are Baptized in Christ Jesus 
 

We are baptized in Christ Jesus, we are baptized in his death; 
That as Christ is raised victorious, we might live a brand new life. 
And if we have been united in a dreadful death like his, 
We will all be reunited, for he lives. 
 
In the water and the witness, in the breaking of the bread, 
In the waiting arms of Jesus who is risen from the dead, 
God has made a new beginning from the ashes of our past; 
In the losing and winning we hold fast.  
 
Glory be to God the Father, glory be to Christ the Son, 
Glory to the Holy Spirit, ever three and ever one; 
As it was in the beginning, glory now resounds again 
In a song that has no ending. . . . . Amen. 
 
Greeting and Prayer 
P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C:  And also with you. 
 
P:  Let us pray. Almighty God, your Son Jesus Christ is the way, the 

truth, and the life. Give us grace to love one another, to follow in 
the way of his commandments, and to share his risen life with all 
the world, for he lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever.   

C: Amen. 
(Please be seated) 

 

Announcements 
 
FIRST READING: Acts 7:55-60 
Stephen was one of the seven men chosen by the apostles to serve tables so the apostles 
could be free to serve the word (Acts 6:1-6). Stephen does more than distribute food, 
however. For his preaching of God's word, Stephen becomes the first martyr of the faith. 
 
Filled with the Holy Spirit, [Stephen] gazed into heaven and saw the glory of 
God and Jesus standing at the right hand of God. 56"Look," he said, "I see the 
heavens opened and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God!" 57But 
they covered their ears, and with a loud shout all rushed together against him. 
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58Then they dragged him out of the city and began to stone him; and the 
witnesses laid their coats at the feet of a young man named Saul. 59While they 
were stoning Stephen, he prayed, "Lord Jesus, receive my spirit." 60Then he 
knelt down and cried out in a loud voice, "Lord, do not hold this sin against 
them." When he had said this, he died. 
 
Reader: Word of God. Word of life.  
C:          Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM: Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16 
Into your hands, O LORD, I commend my spirit. (Ps. 31:5) 
 
In you, O LORD, have I taken refuge; let me never be put to shame; 
deliver me in your righteousness. 
 2Incline your ear to me; 
 make haste to deliver me. 
3Be my strong rock, a castle to keep me safe, 
for you are my crag and my stronghold; 
for the sake of your name, lead me and guide me. 
 4Take me out of the net that they have secretly set for me, 
 for you are my tower of strength.  
5Into your hands I commend my spirit, 
for you have redeemed me, O LORD, O God of truth. 
 15My times are in your hand; 
 rescue me from the hand of my enemies,  
 and from those who persecute me. 
16Make your face to shine upon your servant, 
and in your loving-kindness save me." 
 
SECOND READING: 1 Peter 2:2-10 
Peter has spoken of Christians as people reborn through Christ’s resurrection. Now, 
those who have experienced this new birth in baptism are encouraged to seek the 
nourishment of scripture that provides spiritual growth. 
 
Like newborn infants, long for the pure, spiritual milk, so that by it you may 
grow into salvation--3if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good. 
 4Come to him, a living stone, though rejected by mortals yet chosen and 
precious in God's sight, and 5like living stones, let yourselves be built into a 
spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable 
to God through Jesus Christ.6For it stands in scripture: 
 "See, I am laying in Zion a stone, 
  a cornerstone chosen and precious; 
 and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame." 
7To you then who believe, he is 
precious; but for those who do not believe, 
 "The stone that the builders rejected 
  has become the very head of the corner," 
8and 
 "A stone that makes them stumble, 
  and a rock that makes them fall." 
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They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined to do. 
 9But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God's own 
people, in order that you may proclaim the mighty acts of him who called you 
out of darkness into his marvelous light. 
 10Once you were not a people, 
  but now you are God's people; 
 once you had not received mercy, 
  but now you have received mercy. 
 
Reader: Word of God. Word of life. 
C:          Thanks be to God. 
 
Alleluia Verse 

 

Gospel Acclamation (spoken) 
P:  The Gospel according to St. John Chapter 14. 
C:  Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
GOSPEL: John 14:1-14 
John records some of Jesus' final words to his disciples before his departure. As the 
one through whom God is known, Jesus promises always to go before them and to 
continue to act on their behalf. 
 
[Jesus said to the disciples:] "Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in 
God, believe also in me. 2In my Father's house there are many dwelling 
places. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a place for 
you? 3And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take 
you to myself, so that where I am, there you may be also. 4And you know the 
way to the place where I am going." 5Thomas said to him, "Lord, we do not 
know where you are going. How can we know the way?"  
6Jesus said to him, "I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to 
the Father except through me. 7If you know me, you will know my Father 
also. From now on you do know him and have seen him." 
 8Philip said to him, "Lord, show us the Father, and we will be 
satisfied." 9Jesus said to him, "Have I been with you all this time, Philip, and 
you still do not know me? Whoever has seen me has seen the Father. How 
can you say, 'Show us the Father'? 10Do you not believe that I am in the 
Father and the Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do not speak on 
my own; but the Father who dwells in me does his works.  
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11Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father is in me; but if you do not, 
then believe me because of the works themselves. 12Very truly, I tell you, the 
one who believes in me will also do the works that I do and, in fact, will do 
greater works than these, because I am going to the Father. 13I will do 
whatever you ask in my name, so that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 
14If in my name you ask me for anything, I will do it." 
 
Gospel Response (Spoken)  
P:  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
MESSAGE                                                                       Pastor Rayl 
Message Song        

 
(Please stand) 

 

Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
     creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
He descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
He ascended into heaven, 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

  
Pastoral Prayer (Each petition concludes with this response) 
P:  Lord, in your mercy. 
C:  Hear our prayer. 

 
(Please be seated) 

  
The Offering      
              
“Sanctuary”  (please stand) 
 

Lord prepare me to be a sanctuary, 
Pure and holy, tried and true; 
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With thanksgiving I’ll be a living 
Sanctuary for You. 

 
Offering Prayer 
P:  Be known to us, O Lord, in the breaking of the bread, as you 

were made known to the disciples. Receive these gifts and the 
offering of our lives, that we may be your risen body in the 
world. 

C:  Amen. 
 

 

The Great Thanksgiving 
 

 

P:  The Lord be with you. 
C:  And also with you. 
 
P:  Lift up your hearts. 
C:  We lift them to the Lord. 
 
P:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C:  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
P:  Remembering, therefore, Christ’s salutary command, his life-

giving passion and death, his glorious resurrection and 
ascension, and the promise of his coming again, we give 
thanks to you, O Lord God Almighty, not as we ought but as 
we are able. 

 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took 
bread and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, 
saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for 
the remembrance of me. 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it 
for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my 
blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. For as often as we eat of 
this bread and drink of this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death 
until he comes. 
 

C:  Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 
P:  We ask you mercifully to accept our praise and thanksgiving, 

and with your Word and Holy Spirit to bless us, your servants, 
and these your own gifts of bread and wine, so that we and all 
who share in the body and blood of Christ may be filled with 
heavenly blessing and grace, and, receiving the forgiveness of 
sin, may be formed to live as your holy people and be given 
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our inheritance with all your saints. 
 

To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be all honor and 
glory in your holy church, now and forever. 
 

C:  Amen, amen, amen. 
 
P:  Hear us as we pray: 
 
The Lord’s Prayer (prayed by all) 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
And lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
 and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 
Invitation to Communion 
P:  Come to the banquet. Behold the risen Christ. 
C:  We come with open hearts and lives. Alleluia! 

 
(Please be seated) 

 
The Communion (distribution will be continuous) 
 

If you wish to receive apple juice instead of wine, place your hand over 
your shoulder as you approach the person distributing the wine.  
 
“All baptized Christians, believing that our Lord Jesus Christ is truly 
present in the bread and wine of Holy Communion, bringing to us the 
gift of forgiveness and the promise of eternal life, are welcome to 
gather at the Lord’s table. Infants, children and others who have not 
been baptized are welcome to come to receive a blessing.” 
 
(When coming to receive Communion, please fill out a Communion 
registration card located in the pew rack and give it to the usher.) 

 
Communion Hymns - During the distribution of Communion the 
following hymns will be sung by the congregation: 

  
“Bread of Life From Heaven”   No. 474 
“Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence”  No. 490 

 
P:  The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and 
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keep you in God’s grace. 
C:  Amen. 
 
Prayer After Communion 
P:  Life-giving God, you have fed us with your word and the 

powerful presence of your Son. Through the meal you have 
assured us of your eternal love. Now send us forth to share the 
gifts of Easter with all our community, through Jesus Christ our 
risen Lord. 

C:  Amen. 
 
Blessing and Dismissal 
P:  May the One who brought forth Jesus from the dead raise you 

to new life, fill you with hope, and empower you for discipleship. 
Almighty God, Father, (+) Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now 
and forever. 

C:  Amen. 
 
P:  Christ is risen, just as he promised. Go in peace. Share the 

good news. 
C:  Thanks be to God. Alleluia!  
 
Closing Song  
Postlude                           

 
 

***** 
 
 
 
 

PARTICIPANTS IN TODAY’S SERVICE 
 
 

ELDERS 
Bob & Sherrie Haar 
 
READER 
Bob Haar 
 
SOUND BOARD 
Andy Hodges 
 
ACOLYTES 
Emma Kalmbach, Aly Walendzak 
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May 10, 2020                                FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

I Am the Way 
 

 On the one hand, the scriptures imagine God as light, 
life, and truth so bright that we could not look upon it all and 
live. On the other hand, the scriptures show us Jesus, a real 
human being who is sometimes tired, thirsty, hungry, angry, 
and sad. He is also passionate about God's rule of the world 
and about bringing healing of all kinds to the people he 
meets. 
 Imagine a friendship with someone who does not 
believe in God but who respects your beliefs and wants to 
hear more about them. Where would you begin? How would 
you describe a future shaped by justice and life when there is 
so much injustice and death in the world? 
 Christians trying to explain their beliefs often find 
themselves telling stories about Jesus. He healed people, 
sometimes even when they didn't ask for help. He called a 
tax collector out of a tree and invited himself to dinner at the 
tax collector's house! He made powerful people angry; he 
lifted up the lowly. He was faithful to such things even when 
it cost him his life, so he knew about injustice and death 
from the inside. In the end, God did not abandon him but 
raised him up to life again. As Christians tell stories like 
these, it becomes clear that Jesus is the way God has made 
God's own self known to us. 
 Ask a Christian what they believe about God, and 
sooner or later they will probably begin to tell you things 
they know about Jesus. That is just how we think. Jesus has 
made God known (John 1:18). He is the way we know God. 
He is the truth of God's passionate, healing connection to the 
world. He is the life, God's "No!" to destruction and 
corruption in every form and God's "Yes!" to all that God 
has made. 


