
PASTORAL PONDERING 
 

           

 

Nothing to fear—or not 
 

Back in October I wrote a Pastoral Pondering about the command, “Do not be 
afraid” (or its equivalents “Do not fear” and “Fear not”). This command appears 95 
times in the Bible and is the Bible’s most repeated command. I thought I was done 
with that project, but the Lord has kept the subject of fear in my mind. 
 
The main point of my thoughts on the subject of fear has been the possibility that 
a command that God repeats more than any other command could be irrelevant.  
Yikes! Call the Theology Police and report the heretic who thinks a biblical 
command could be irrelevant! Before you call let me explain. It should be obvious 
that the command would be irrelevant if there is nothing to fear. Most of the time, 
for most of us in this country at least, there is little or nothing to fear. Except 
maybe zombies, but they are probably fictitious. I used to fear bears, but I’ve found 
they are, like my dad used to tell me, more afraid of me than I am of them—as long 
as we are not interested in the same food. 
 
However, if you and your friends are about to be thrown into a fiery furnace, it’s pretty clear 
there would be something to fear (Daniel 3:13). If you are about to be thrown into a den of 
hungry lions, you would have something to fear (Daniel 6:16). If you are squeezed 
between the Red Sea and the armies of Pharaoh, fear would be your number one 
issue (Exodus 14:10). If you are the anointed king of Israel and the jealous, current, 
rejected king is looking for you to kill you, it would be understandable if you ran 
away in fear (I Samuel 23:25). If Saul of Tarsus has come to your city with a 
document authorizing him to arrest you and bring you to Jerusalem for trial and 
execution, there is little doubt you would have reason to fear (Acts 9:1, 2). 
 
We have the command that we should not fear because we actually do have things 
to fear. Instead of fearing them, we are to trust in the One True Living God who 
loves us and rules over everything—including the things we could be afraid of. Our 
trust also assures us that God will get us through our fears. 
 
There is plenty for us to fear today and that means the command not to fear is 
absolutely relevant and practical. Should you fear COVID-19? On the one hand the 
media and government agencies keep it front and center in their reports saying 
that it is a disease that can kill. It sounds like something to fear. But there are other 
voices that remind us that even the official numbers indicate the survival rate is 
about 99%. Maybe it’s not something to fear any more than we fear other   
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Building & Grounds Ministry  
Jim Judkins 715.338.8837 

oldoutboardjim@hotmail.com 
 

Coffee Ministry 
Sandy Moe: 715.417.1812  
sandy.klj@hotmail.com 

 

Finance Administration  
Bruce Gilliland (Treasurer): 715.338.2580 

financeministry@newlifechristiancommunity.
org 

 

Greeting Card Ministry 
Lynn Nelson: 651.373.1426 
lynnjimnelson@gmail.com 

 

GriefShare Ministry 
Robin Mattson: 715.566.1945 
robinmattson27@gmail.com 

 

Immerse Ministry  
Ana Smith: 715.566.3740  

anajoy87@gmail.com 
 

Meal Train Relief Ministry 
Danielle Panik: 715.554.2214 

dhischer@gmail.com 
 

Missions Outreach 
Lorraine Milner: 715.557.0661 

 lrmilner@gmail.com 
 

Newsletter Administration 
Dawn Holm: 715.472.8453  

djholm@lakeland.ws 
 

Resource Center 
Cory Mattson: 715.417.0945 

cory79mattson@hotmail.com 
 

Sunday Meal Services 
Barbara Judkins: 309.269.0556 

bjdarnell@hotmail.com 
 

Transportation Services 
Art Behr: 715.220.6882 
 behrden1@charter.net 

 

Video Ministry 
Jim Mabee: 651.470.4172  
jmabee@centurytel.net 

 

Widow’s/Shut-ins Ministry 
Linda Rominek: 760.252.1786 

lindajoy77@gmail.com 
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diseases that also kill. Then we hear the virus 
has mutated to another strain that is more 
contagious. Okay, now should we fear? So far 
the indications are that while it is more 
contagious, the new strain is not any more fatal. 
Then there are those who warn us in the direst 
of terms that we should not take the COVID-19 
vaccine because it will permanently alter your 
RNA, or it is untested or insufficiently tested or 
the true test results have been deceptively kept 
out of sight. Or should we fear the possibility 
that the riots, looting, and burning of last 
summer could rise up again this summer? Or 
that the agitators of these activities have vowed 
that we in rural areas will not be safe? 
Regardless of the truth status of these items, 
any one of them can paralyze us with fear. 
 
I have just skimmed the surface of all the 
possible fears we could be concerned about. 
The fears that are most certainly pressed upon 
us mean that the command not to fear is very 
important—a command to be obeyed. But the 
presence of possible fears makes the command 
more difficult to deal with because obedience to 
this command takes a kind of faith we are not 
accustomed to exercising that God is greater 
than the things that cause our fear. I have 
written this Pondering for one reason: to 
remind you that God truly is greater than our 
fears, and he is able to deliver us from them. 
We can rest in His grace and love, and we can 
rise above these and any other fears. Praise 
Him! 
 
Jay Swisher 
 
 

 
        
  
  

 

 
 

If you are a visitor this morning or have only been coming 
to New Life for a few months we are glad you are joining 
with us! If you would like to learn more about New Life 
be sure to stop by the Resource Center in the front foyer 
to pick up a welcome bag we have for you. 
 
   

 
 

  Help us welcome new baby Jude Linzmeier 
into our New Life Family by showering Pastor Paul and 
Amy with size 1 diapers (and maybe wipes). You can find 
the collection container in the foyer as you enter the 
building. 
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 New Life Partner Meeting: New Life partners! 
Reminder that our Annual Partners Meeting will be this 
Saturday January 16th. We will meet 9:00am at the 
building. Be sure to make it a priority to join us for this 
annual business meeting. For those who are unable to be 
present in the building, we will be making the meeting 
available online through Zoom. Please keep an eye out 
for a New Life Connect post regarding instructions for 
how to join remotely. If you don't have access to New Life 
Connect (or don't know what that is), please speak with 
an elder or pastor right away.  We will also be setting 
aside a space in the building for those who are at higher 
health risk. Please consider joining us in person.   

 Young Adult Bible Study: Young adults! Our next Bible 
Study is this Thursday (January 14) at 6:30pm.  We will 
be meeting at the Gallagher's home:  1098 River Road 
Dresser 54009.  Bring your Bible and feel free to bring an 
instrument!  Be ready to continue on in our study of 
Genesis.  If you are wondering, 'Do I fit the qualifications 
to come to this study?' - The answer is - Yes!  Join us! 

 Options For Women Tri-County Walk For Life: 
Brothers and sisters, there is an opportunity right in our 
own community to bring awareness of the sanctity of 
human life. Options for Women Tri-County, who we have 
supported through the baby bottle drive, is now putting on 
their annual Walk for Life. The walk will start at St. 
Joseph's Church, 255 10th Avenue, Osceola at 3:00 pm 
on Sunday, January 24th. Consider joining this walk and 
inviting others from New Life to walk with you. Make sure 
to dress warm! Hot chocolate, water, and snacks will be 
provided. 

 Missions: There will be a meeting for anyone who has 
an interest in missions which is to say- local or overseas. 
This will be held Sunday, January 24th at 11:30 am 
following the church service. It will be a group working-
meeting to discover what missions is and how we can 
collectively be a part of the local church and the global 
church. Come with your ideas! And helping hands. 
 
 

    
 
 

Kinship of Polk County: Seeking Mentors 
“And he said to them, ‘You shall love the Lord your 
God with all your heart and with all your soul and   

   with   all   your   mind.       This   is   the   great  and   
first  commandment. And a second is like it: You shall love your 
neighbor as yourself.’” Matthew 22:37-39 
 

No matter who we are or where we live, there are people 
nearby who need our love. After a very difficult year, the 
needs of many youth and their families have increased. 
Kinship of Polk County is on mission to help create the 
support and relationship building between those struggling 
families and people who can reach in, give HOPE and provide 
support. As a youth mentoring program, Kinship is looking 
for individuals, couples and/or families who are willing to 
mentor a young person for a minimum of one year, meeting 
3-4X per month. If you know of families who need support 
or you are in a position to support, please visit 
www.polkkinship.org or call 715.405.3900.  
 
 

 
 

   

 
 

 Pastor Tony Minell        715.417.1982 
   galatiansii20@yahoo.com  
  

 Pastor Paul Linzmeier       320.226.5581  
   pastorpaul.nlcc@gmail.com 
 
 

  Cory Mattson – Secretary        715.417.0945 
  Zachary Fugate           715.379.2918 
  Brian Gates           651.230.6554 
  Matt Leko        651.465.3154 
  Dale Mattson        715.566.2302 
  Greg Mattson        715.417.2444 
  Rene Milner        715.557.0185 
  Jim Nelson        651.283.2132 
  Jay Swisher        763.587.3472 
        

 

Tues Men’s Bible Study– 6:30 am 
Wed Every Man’s Battle– 6:00 am 
Wed Immerse Studies– 6:15 pm 
Thurs Men’s Bible Study– 6:30 am  
Thurs      Ladies Study– 10:00 am  
Thurs  Ladies Bible Study– 12:00 pm  
Thurs Young Adult Study– 6:30 pm 
Thurs Ladies Study– 6:30 pm 
Sat Partner Meeting– 9:00 am 
        

 

  
1 Corinthians 15:53 
 

“Therefore my beloved brothers, be 
steadfast, immovable, always abounding in 
the work of the Lord, knowing that in the 
Lord your labor is not in vain.” ESV 

       

 

          
 

Often January is a time for new beginnings, make 
sure to share with someone this month the “new 
beginning” you have in Christ by telling someone 
your testimony. Share of your coming to saving faith 
in Jesus, and by his grace, what He is currently doing 
in your life to draw you to treasure Him above all 
things and to call you pursue making Him known to 
others.        

 

January 17  Meal Team #1 
February 7 Meal Team #2 

 

Meals are served on the 1st and 3rd Sunday 
of each month. Contact Barbara Judkins if 

interested being on a meal team. 
 

           

Check out New Life Online  
newlifechristiancommunity.org 
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201 State Road 35 N, Dresser, WI ~ 715.201.2295  ~ Email:  info@newlifechristiancommunity.org 
Sunday service starts at 9:30 am / Check out New Life online at newlifechristiancommunity.org 

Join New Life Connect by emailing Pastor Paul at pastorpaul.nlcc@gmail.com 
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Today’s Passage: 
Pastor Tony’s message is from the  

New Testament book, 
Acts 1:15-26 
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