
PASTORAL PONDERING 
 

           

 

How’s it going?   
  

How is life?  Some of you will respond with a quick “good” (but if I were to literally write out 
your response, it would lack an exclamation mark). We often respond without thinking 
about how we really feel.  Life can be, and often is, difficult.  But, for the sake of common 
courtesy, we tend avoid letting the world know how we really feel.   
 

This charade and common courtesy is not shared by the author of Lamentations.  With his 
literal and poetic exclamation marks running throughout, he (or she – though it was likely 
written by the Prophet Jeremiah) allows his tears to fly in our faces throughout (Even the 
title itself could rightly have an exclamation mark!)!  
 

His vexation, depression and sadness has grown to such a degree, if he ever had hidden his 
emotion, he no longer can.  What situation drove him to such public lamentation? 
 

Let’s take a look.   
 

He opens with “How lonely sits the city that was full of people!” (1:1). In the year 586 BC 
the Israelites (and specifically Jerusalem) had fallen to the Babylonians.  The city that once 
held thousands of gleeful worshipers of God was overthrown by the Babylonians and the 
city’s residence were now either dead, taken into captivity or left to survive on the tattered 
shreds of what remained.   
 

There had been such desolation and death, Jeremiah describes Jerusalem as a “widow” and 
what is worse - the widow has become a “slave” (1:1).  Things are so bad, the friends this 
“widow” once had have now become her “enemies” (1:2)!  Do you ever feel like this?   
 

Verse 4 implies that even the young in the city have been taken advantage of (in grotesque 
ways) and in 1:5 we learn that “her children have gone away, captives before the foe.”  
Israel has engaged in sinful behavior that the Lord had warned her of for hundreds of years 
– and she is now facing the consequences of such sin (see 1:5).   
 

The city that once was majestic is now a pile of rubble (1:6).  The poetic description of the 
falling of Jerusalem is painfully illustrated with every stroke of the pen and with every 
chapter and verse.  The misery is so great that the author is able to write this book using the 
Hebrew alphabet as an acronym 4 times over (chapters 1,2, 3 and 4 all have 22 verses (or is 
divisible by 22) – each verse correlating to one of the 22 letters in the Hebrew Alphabet). 
There is enough material to show over and over again how miserable her condition really is.   
 

Have you ever felt like this?    
 

The book is filled with illustrations and examples of misery at every turn. Many of these 
examples are poetic images (a widowed city) and other comments are simply statements of 
reality: famine (5:10), rape (5:11), the hanging of princes (5:12), slavery (5:13).  These are real 
issues.  The people have actually been dying of famine, there are people who are being 
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PASTORAL PONDERING              …continued 
 
 

raped, others (and some of the same) are hung, and most 
who are alive have been taken as slaves.   
 

Yet, with all of these poetic and literal representations of 
the troubles that Jerusalem is going through, none of them 
are more concrete or more problematic than the final 
lamentation of the book.   
 

The whole book hangs on this one quintessential problem.  
He concludes by stating what their real problem was…the 
problem which, if addressed, would ultimately solve all 
their other issues (the very same problem that we all have).   
 

It is all too often that we spend, verse after verse, chapter 
after chapter (or day after day) lamenting our problems. We 
bemoan this or that. Often those pains are real. They are 
not merely the angsty millennial overreaction of not having 
fast enough internet (don’t make we wait…for realz… my 
battery might die!)!  No, you may have real problems. But 
though those problems are real, we would be wise to 
recognize that we face a greater problem.  One that, if not 
addressed, would leave us with no hope for any problem 
we face.  
 

Lamentations concludes with this powerful phrase: 
“Restore us to yourself, O Lord, that we may be 
restored!” (5:21).  The main problem, from which every 
woe in this woeful book descends is that their relationship 
with the Author of life had been broken.  They (and we) 
needed to be restored unto the Lord!  
 

As a dark and malevolent funeral dirge might conclude, his 
last poem ends with an incomplete statement of great 
lamentation (you can hear the sobbing and the useless 
holding back of tears), “…unless you have utterly 
rejected us, and you remain exceedingly angry with 
us”!   
 

This open-ended statement/question had been left hanging 
in the air for generations.  You can hear each subsequent 
generation hoping it wasn’t true, but wondering… ‘Has God 
utterly rejected us?’  This is left hanging until the day when 
God Himself came and proved that He had not utterly 
rejected His people.  He came and bore the wrath of God.  
 

Though life is difficult and can seemingly swallow you up 
in despair, please recognize that our greatest cry of lament 
has been answered.  For those who turn to our Savior, our 
lamentations can and will truly cease.  Christ came that we 
may be restored unto the Father in heaven.  As such, 
someday, we can rightly proclaim that all tears will be 
wiped away.   
 

The next time someone asks you, “How’s it going” – make 
sure that there is an exclamation mark on your response 
and let there be joy! For, the Lord has not rejected us 
forever! 
 

Tony Minell 
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Announcements and Upcoming Events 
 
 We have a Time of Prayer, weekly on Sunday mornings @ 8:30-9:00am in the large 

classroom. Everyone is encouraged to come. Specific topics to pray for are ministry teams, 
missionaries, bible studies, immerse classes, and really anything impressed on our heart. The goal 
is that the needs at New Life might be made more known and prayed for and that the saints might 
have another opportunity to gather on a consistent basis to pray. We serve a gracious God who 
hears our prayers! Let us make every effort to gather often and pray. 
 

 Did you know that you can set up an Online Giving account on the New Life website? Yes, you 
can and it’s really simple. Just go to the website and click "Giving" in the far-right corner of the 
page. From this page follow the steps to set up a personal account to give a financial gift. You then 
can set up a re-occurring amount or give a special one-time gift as you choose. Whether you 
choose to give online or in offering box, you can always designate in a memo if you would like the 
gift to towards something other than regular offering. For instance, you can designate a special 
offering for missions to bless our missionaries or maybe you might like to give toward funding 
building repairs and upgrades.  In any instance, give from a cheerful heart not out of obligation, 
according to the blessing you have received from the Lord. 

 

 Hall of Men is next Sunday evening, October 27th @ 6:30pm in the banquet area!! Looking 
forward to seeing the hand of Christ in another man of the Faith from the past. 
 

 Mark your calendars! Our next Potluck Sunday is November 3rd. Bring your favorite dish to 
pass! Don’t fret if you are not a cook …maybe a bag of cookies, chips and dip, a loaf of bread, or 
perhaps some jam or pickles you or a  neighbor harvested over the summer! Any gift of food is 
welcome!  

 

 We are running low on snacks for our kiddos on Wednesday night Immerse classes! If you 
would like to help with this need, please bring the snacks Wednesday night or Sunday mornings to 
the kitchen and label it for Immerse. Good snack options include fruit snacks, chewy granola bars, 
or animal crackers. Thank you! 
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 Pastor Bennett Anderson    920.395.8548 
   bennett.lyle86@gmail.com 
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Tues   Men’s Bible Study 5:30 am 
 (Our Place Café – SCF ) 
Wed    Women’s Bible Study 12:30 pm 
 

Wed    Immerse Classes 6:15-7:30 pm 
 

Thurs  Men’s Bible Study 6:30 am 
 

Thurs   Ladies Bible Study 9:30/10 am 
 

Thurs   Adult/Youth GriefShare 6:30-8:30 pm 
 

     

 
1 Corinthians 15:58 

“Therefore, my brothers, be steadfast, 
immovable, always abounding in the work 
of the Lord, knowing that in the Lord your 

labor is not in vain.” ESV 
 

     

October Fellowship Tip: 
Consider the needs of our beloved widows and 
widowers among us at New Life and make an effort 
to reach out to them this week with a phone call, 
visit, invite to your home, or in asking a way you can 
serve a need they may have.  

 

 
 
 

October 27     Meal Team #5 
November 3     Potluck Team  #1 
November 10     Meal Team #6 
 
 

Fellowship and a meal follow our 
service today … Please stay and join us! 
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Sunday service starts at 9:30 am / Check out New Life online at newlifechristiancommunity.org 

Join New Life Connect by emailing Pastor Paul at pastorpaul.nlcc@gmail.com 

 

Sermon Notes:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Today’s Passage: 
 

Pastor Tony’s message is from the New Testament book, 
 

Hebrews 11:5-6 
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