
PASTORAL PONDERING 
 

           

 

“My hope is built on nothing less than Jesus blood and righteousness.” 
  

You ever think about that set of lyrics? Recently I have been struck by the way we 
change words and meanings over time.  I remember debating with my father about 
words I would commonly use that offended him. To his generation they were 
offensive, to mine they were slang and to my children’s generation they are 
common usage. It seems that meanings can change over time. The problem is that 
God does not change over time. When we use a word like love, what was the 
original intention? What is it in common usage? When a Christian says “love” it 
means something different than when a non-Christian person says it. Don’t believe 
me? Try saying “I love you” to a non-Christian boss or coworker. Do you love them 
as Christ loves them? You should. Do they understand it that way? I doubt it. 
 

Why the big deal about meanings? I think it lies at the heart of understanding 
God’s Word. Too often we read the current version of our Bible and assume we 
know what God is saying. We read one passage and make a statement of “fact” 
about what God is trying to convey. Many have learned to take it a step further and 
compare with similar parts of scripture. This is good. I would encourage everyone 
to take an even further step. Get yourself a good Hebrew/Greek dictionary and a 
concordance if you don’t have one. Learn how to use it and every time you spend a 
little time alone with God in His word, pick a word and ask what it truly means. 
Search through the scriptures and find all the occurrences. See how it was used. 
Compare usages in different translations. (I love to use the King James Version 
because it uses words that I would not normally use and that automatically makes 
me curious about the word) I know, this seems like a lot of work. Why would I ask 
you to do all this digging when you could just ask someone or pay someone to do 
the digging for you? Well, for one, just like any exercise, it makes you stronger. You 
gain better understanding that you can apply in more study, more learning of Him, 
and more sharing with others. I “hope” God wants us to draw closer to Him and 
share our understanding of Him with others. 
 

Having said all of this I have been pondering the word “hope.” I would argue that 
for most of us, whether Christian or not, we think of that word as a strong desire 
for something. A longing. I really want something to happen. Is that what I put all 
my trust and faith in? Think about it. Jesus is our hope. Does that mean that if all 
the cards fall right and all the stars happen to line up and I do all the right things 
that I will maybe have good things happen to me in this life and the next? Or 
maybe I am hopeful that there even is a next. Well, our usage of the word in  
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Ministry Directory: 

 

Building & Grounds Ministry  
Jim Judkins 715.338.8837 

oldoutboardjim@hotmail.com 
 

Coffee Ministry 
Sandy Moe: 715.417.1812 

sandy.klj@hotmail.com 
 

Finance Administration  
Bruce Gilliland (Treasurer): 

715.338.2580 
financeministry@newlifechristiancom

munity.org 
 

Greeting Card Ministry 
Lynn Nelson: 651.373.1426 
lynnjimnelson@gmail.com 

 

GriefShare Adult Ministry 
Connie B: 715.557.1431 

conjoh1@gmail.com 
 

GriefShare Youth Ministry 
Robin Mattson: 715.566.1945 
robinmattson27@gmail.com 

 

Immerse Ministry  
Pastor Paul Linzmeier: 320.226.5581 

pastorpaul.nlcc@gmail.com 
 

Meal Train Relief Ministry 
Danielle Panik: 715.554.2214 

dhischer@gmail.com 
 

Missions Outreach 
Lorraine Milner: 715.557.0661 

lrmilner@gmail.com 
 

Music Ministry 
Pastor Bennett Anderson: 

920.395.8548 
bennett.lyle86@gmail.com 

 

Newsletter Administration 
Dawn Holm: 715.472.8453 

djholm@lakeland.ws 
 

Resource Center 
Cory Mattson: 715.417.0945 
cory79mattson@hotmail.com 

 

Sunday Meal Services 
Barb Manship: 612.804.9793 or 

715.755.3330 
barb@pbmpkmanship.com 

 

Transportation Services 
Art Behr: 715.220.6882 
behrden1@charter.net 

 

Video Ministry 
Jim Mabee: 651.470.4172 
jmabee@centurytel.net 

 

 

PASTORAL PONDERING              …continued 
 
 

modern day is more like “wish” than anything else. 
Curiously the dictionaries from today still carry the 
idea of a confident expectation of the things to come. 
This is similar but softer than the older dictionaries, 
but I would argue different than how we currently 
use the word. When you hope for something, do you 
know that it will come to pass, or do you just have a 
desire that it might?  
 

When the Bible uses the word hope it is a confident 
thing not some wishy-washy desire that a thing 
might happen but a patient waiting in the confidence 
that the thing hoped for will happen. In the old 
testament usages, it is used as trust, wait, 
expectation, place of safety, and confidence. One 
usage can mean a cord or attachment, like the thing 
that is hoped for is physically attached to the 
person/people with the hope and cannot be 
disconnected. In the new testament it is exclusively 
“a primary word (to anticipate, usually with pleasure); 
expectation (abstract or concrete) or confidence: - 
faith, hope”. There are some words that I have grown 
to reserve the usage of. Hope will become one of 
these for me. “Awesome” belongs to God. “Love” is 
for things I will die for and “hope” is for those things 
that I will confidently and patiently wait for. All the 
rest is wishing. 
 

I “hope” you have read this far, and I wish this might 
be useful to you. To God alone be the Glory, 
 

Rene Milner 
      
    

 
 

 
 
    

 
 
 

 If you are a visitor this 
morning or have only been coming to New Life for a few months 
please stop by the Resource Center this morning to pick up a 
welcome gift we have for you which includes more information 
about who we are, what we believe and what Jesus is doing here 
at New Life! 
 
 
 

Busy Bags 
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Announcements and Upcoming Events 
 
 We have a Time of Prayer, weekly on Sunday mornings @ 8:30-9:00am in the 

large classroom. Everyone is encouraged to come. Specific topics to pray for are: 
ministry teams, missionaries, bible studies, immerse classes, and really anything 
impressed on our heart. The goal is that the needs at New Life might be made more 
known and prayed for and that the saints might have another opportunity to gather on a 
consistent basis to pray. We serve a gracious God who hears our prayers! Let us make 
every effort to gather often and pray. 

 

 Have you considered participating in a bible study? Another practical way (though not 
limited to) in which we can meet together other than Sunday Morning is by attending a 
bible study. Check out the Schedule Of Events on the calendar in the lobby or those 
listed in the newsletter. Currently there are 4 Bible studies taking place as well as 3 
additional classes on Wednesday Immerse Nights. If you’re interested in starting a bible 
study be sure to take a look at some of the helpful tools in the resource center to get you 
started. 
 

 We praise the Lord for a new addition to the Newman family. Please help us welcome 
baby Benjamin Newman with some good eats for the new family of 4 - Casey, Taylor, 
Sutton and Benjamin. Sign up to bring a meal on the Meal Train website, 
https://mealtrain.com/y2070l 
 

 Tent America begins next Thursday, October 17 @ 8pm for 50 consecutive hours of 
prayer and singing to the Lord. 9pm is the first worship and prayer set and then every 
two hours there after until Saturday, October 19th at midnight. Anyone is welcome and 
can stay as long as they would like, expect to be changed by the Lord! If you would like 
more information or would like to help in any way talk with Norm or Julie 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Pastor Tony Minell        715.417.1982 
   galatiansii20@yahoo.com  
  

 Pastor Paul Linzmeier       320.226.5581  
   pastorpaul.nlcc@gmail.com 
 

 Pastor Bennett Anderson    920.395.8548 
   bennett.lyle86@gmail.com 
 

  Cory Mattson – Secretary        715.417.0945 
  Zachary Fugate        715.379.2918 
  Paul Gilbertson        612.799.4865 
  Dale Mattson        715.566.2302 
  Greg Mattson        715.417.2444 
  Rene Milner        715.557.0185 
  Jim Nelson        651.283.2132 
 

 

Tues   Men’s Bible Study 5:30 am 
 (Our Place Café – SCF ) 
Wed    Women’s Bible Study 12:30 pm 
 

Wed    Immerse Classes 6:15-7:30 pm 
 

Thurs  Men’s Bible Study 6:30 am 
 

Thurs   Ladies Bible Study 9:30/10 am 
 

Thurs   Adult/Youth GriefShare 6:30-8:30 pm 
 

     

 
1 Corinthians 15:58 

“Therefore, my brothers, be steadfast, 
immovable, always abounding in the work 
of the Lord, knowing that in the Lord your 

labor is not in vain.” ESV 
 

     

October Fellowship Tip: 
Consider the needs of our beloved widows and 
widowers among us at New Life and make an effort 
to reach out to them this week with a phone call, 
visit, invite to your home, or in asking a way you can 
serve a need they may have.  

 

 
 
 

October 20     Meal Team #4 
October 27     Meal Team #5 
November 3     Potluck Team  #1 
 
 

Fellowship and a meal follow our 
service today … Please stay and join us! 
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201 State Road 35 N, Dresser, WI ~ 715.201.2295  ~ Email:  info@newlifechristiancommunity.org 
Sunday service starts at 9:30 am / Check out New Life online at newlifechristiancommunity.org 

Join New Life Connect by emailing Pastor Paul at pastorpaul.nlcc@gmail.com 

 

Sermon Notes:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Today’s Passage: 
 

Pastor Tony’s message is from the New Testament book, 
 

Hebrews 11:4 
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