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PASTORAL PONDERING
Are You Alive?
“Therefore, as you received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk with him…”
2 Corinthians 2:6
Early in my marriage, right around the time that my wife welcomed our first
daughter into the world, one of my dear friends came to me and expressed a desire
to walk away from his faith. We talked one night for hours about his struggles and
questions, and he informed me that he was going to leave the church, and
ultimately, walk away from his relationship with Christ. After he left that evening, I
remember sitting on my own in prayer and shedding tears because of the pain that
I saw in his eyes. I feared for my dear brother, and I couldn’t believe what had
actually transpired that evening. In spite of all of that emotion, there was a still
small voice in my heart encouraging me to love and be patient.
Over the course of the next three years, my friend and I spent a lot of time together
and he even spent some time living in our home. My wife and I faithfully pursued
Christ and I made a point to engage in a conversation with him any time he asked.
Over time, he began to ask really large questions and he would research and
research to figure out the answer. Each time, I also weighed in with scripture and
asked him if there was anything I could be praying for in his life. For a while he
bristled at the request, but over time, the Lord began to weigh heavy on his heart.
Each and every time he tried to find another answer, Jesus was faithful. When he
was angry and pursued activities and thoughts that were opposite of Jesus, Jesus
was faithful. The Lord continued to place people in his life that provided guidance,
care, and ultimately, shared Christ.
One night there was a knock on my door, and it was my dear friend. He asked if we
could go and get some coffee and talk. Over coffee, he explained to me how
grateful he was that I didn’t abandon him when he chose to walk away from his
faith. He shared the number of times that he was certain that I would walk away
and just forget about him, when the exact opposite would occur. As he shared this
with me, my heart swelled because during this journey, that still small voice
encouraging me to love my friend and to offer patience exemplified Jesus’ love
continued on next page …
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and guidance. Walking closely with him over the
course of those years impacted my brother in Christ,
and he found himself renewed in his relationship
with Christ like never before. We laughed and prayed
together and rejoiced in what the Lord had done in
both of our lives.
“…rooted and built up in him and established in
the faith, just as you were taught, abounding in
thanksgiving.” 2 Corinthians 2:7
Brothers and sisters make sure that you are taking
the time to walk…hand in hand…with Jesus every
chance you get. There is no greater thing we can do
with our time.
Your Brother in Christ, Zack Fugate
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Wednesday Night Immerse Classes are starting this
Wednesday Sept. 11th 6:15-7:30pm!! Take advantage of
this opportunity to participate in these classes. Children
nursery age up to junior high will have their own classes
going through Christ-Centered Curriculum. High school and
adults will meet together. Adult Classes include: A Study
through Thessalonians, A Study through Deuteronomy, and
a Bible Basics class. Immerse calendar and class locations
are posted near the chalkboard calendar in the foyer.
This year Immerse 7th and 8th grades will be studying the
book of Romans. Please note that due to travel conflicts, the
first class will be on September 18th. Please have your
7th & 8th graders attend an adult class on the 11th or check
with Pastor Paul about being a helper on that evening.

Busy Bags
Available by the Door

Announcements and Upcoming Events
WHAT’S HAPPENING:
Ladies Bible Study: Our first meeting is Thursday, September 12th 9:30 am snack and

fellowship, and 10 am begins our study time at the church building. This year we are going to be digging
into the book of Matthew! I have prayed and thought much over what to study and am very excited to grow
deeper in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus by looking at His actual words. What a gift to have the words
of Jesus recorded! Looking forward to being with you all again, and seeing new faces as well! Your sister
in Christ, Shanda Leko

DID YOU KNOW?


Have you been to the Resource Center lately? Even if you are not the type to have your nose in a
book, we encourage you to check out what’s there. The elders and pastor's choose books that we
believe are some of the best resources for a given topic. These books never replace the Word, but
can be helpful tools to aid in your study of the Word. Take a look today after service!



There’s a way to get connected! We have a private New Life Connect website where prayer
requests can be shared, needs can be posted, and where announcements with event details are
often highlighted. If you’re interested, let one of the pastors or elders know to get signed up.
Also, if you have a smart phone, we have a New Life App you can download to listen to past
sermons, read from our blog, find event information, receive notifications for things like event
reminders and cancellations, view most recent newsletter, and much more.

Join us Every Sunday Morning @ 8:30am in the large
classroom to pray together as a body.

September 15
September 22

Meal Team #7
Meal Team #1

Fellowship and a meal follow our service
today … Please stay and join us!
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Wed
Wed
Thurs
Thurs
Thurs

Women’s Bible Study 12:30 pm
Immerse Classes 6:15-7:30 pm
Men’s Bible Study 6:30 am
Ladies Bible Study 9:30/10 am
Adult/Youth GriefShare 6:30-8:30 pm

Isaiah 43:25

“I, I am he who blots out your
transgressions for my own sake, and I
will not remember your sins.” ESV

September Fellowship Tip:
Take a moment this week to bless and reach out to one
of our missionaries or perhaps a missionary that you or
your family can send an email, greeting card, or even
make a phone or Skype call.

Today’s Passage:

Pastor Tony’s message is from the New Testament book,
Hebrews 10:5-18
Sermon Notes:
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