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Pastoral Ponderings
“This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that God is light,
and in him is no darkness at all. If we say we have fellowship with him while we walk
in the darkness, we lie and do not practice the truth. But if we walk in the light, as
he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus his Son
cleanses us from all sin. If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is
not in us. If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive our sins and to cleanse
us from all unrighteousness. If we say we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his
word is not in us.”
1 John 1:5-10
Society has and always will continue to elevate people based on what the world
considers valuable. In the world of entertainment this is evident by the importance we
give to world class athletes like Lebron James or Tom Brady as well as actors, politicians
and musicians. In the business world the likes of Jeff Bezos, Elon Musk and Bill Gates
draw rave reviews. Even professions are falsely elevated like medicine as evident by the
elevation of Dr. Fauci in this world of covid, who continues to make decisions - right or
wrong - that affects us all. The higher one is elevated the greater the fall.
I would like to think that as Christians we are exempt from this practice but unfortunately
you don’t have to look far to see the elevation of certain speakers, theologians
or musicians. Personally, I held Ravi Zacharias with high esteem for his ability to
communicate the truth of the Gospel and to defend the faith. This all came crashing
down with the recent evidence demonstrating his ongoing sin and walk in darkness,
leaving many injured and suffering in the wake of his recent death. I can’t begin to
imagine the pain his family and ministry is left dealing with.
Ravi Zacharias is only one of many prominent theologians that have taken the fall from
grace and unfortunately there will be many more to come. The secular world loves
to use this to claim that Christians are hypocrites, often saying one thing and doing
another. The secular world is finally arriving at the moment of truth concluding that
churches are full of sinful imperfect hypocrites! Charles Spurgeon wrote in regards
to the church “If I had never joined a church till, I had found one that was perfect, I
should never have joined one at all.”
Continued-->
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This Week’s Schedule of Events:

Tues Men’s Bible Study– 6:30 am
Wed Every Man’s Battle– 6:00 am
Wed Immerse Studies– 6:15 pm
Thurs Men’s Bible Study– 6:30 am
Thurs Ladies Study– 10:00 am
Thurs Ladies Bible Study– 12:00 pm
Thurs Ladies Study– 6:30 pm
Thurs GriefShare-6:30 pm
(Adults & Youth meet separately)

Meal Teams:
March 7
March 21

Meal Team #4
Meal Team #5

Contact Barbara Judkins if interested
in joining a meal team.

Fellowship Tip for February

Take a moment this morning to greet
and introduce yourself to someone you
haven’t met before.

February Memory Verse
“Whoever says ‘I know Him’ but does
not keep his commandments is a liar,
and the truth is not in him, but whoever
keeps his word, in him truly the love of
God is perfected.”
1 John 2:4-5

Pastoral Eldership Team:

Pastor Tony Minell
715.417.1982
galatiansii20@yahoo.com
Pastor Paul Linzmeier
320.226.5581
pastorpaul.nlcc@gmail.com
Cory Mattson, Secretary 715.417.0945
Zachary Fugate
715.379.2918
Brian Gates
651.230.6554
Matt Leko
651.465.3154
Dale Mattson
715.566.2302
Greg Mattson
715.417.2444
Rene Milner
715.557.0185
Jim Nelson
651.283.2132
Jay Swisher
763.587.3472

Announcements

Men’s Retreat: Men, make sure to add to
your calendars Friday and Saturday April
9th and 10th for the St. Croix Valley Men’s
Retreat. It will take place at the Oak Forest
Retreat Center in Fredric, WI. Fathers are
encouraged to bring their sons or grandsons
to this retreat. In the following weeks there
will be printed brochures with registration
instructions, details of the costs, and the
retreat schedule. You won’t want to miss it!
Voice of the Martyrs is offering a FREE
event March 5th at 6:30 pm. NLCC is hosting
the streaming at the church. or register to
watch at home, www.persecution.com/
virtual/. Come join us for fellowship and
prayer. Contact Lorraine Milner if you have
any questions.
If you’re a Christian young adult in
college/career age & looking for fellowship
with other young adults, there is a group
meeting today after service 12:30pm (after
the meal). Just drive on over to 3 Arrows
Coffee Shop for continued fellowship and
to meet others in the same stage of life &
encourage each other in the Lord!
Young adults! Our next Bible Study is this
Tuesday (February 23rd) at 6:30pm. We will
be meeting at the Milner’s Home, 878 179th
Street Dresser. Bring your Bible and if your
musical, feel free to bring an instrument! Be
ready to continue on in our study of Genesis.
Men young and old, Hall of Men is next
Sunday February 28th 6:30pm @ the building.
Join us as we continue to learn about the
lineage of faith as it has been displayed
through men throughout Church history.
Moving Help Needed: Want to help Pastor
Jeff and family unload their moving truck this
coming Wednesday? We will start unloading
at 10:00 am. The home is located at 523
East Ave N, Dresser. Lunch for the Warren’s
and all those helping move has already been
planned. Be on the lookout for the Meal
Train sign-up to bless the Warren’s as they
get unpacked and settled in.

Today’s Passage
Pastor Tony will be teaching from the
book of Acts.
Our passage for today is Acts: 3:11-16.
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