
PASTORAL PONDERING 
 

           

 

Where does your help come from? 
 

“I lift my eyes up to the hills. From where does my help come from? My help comes 
from the Lord, who made the heaven and earth.” Psalm 121:1-2 
 

We all have experiences that cause us to take a step back and say to ourselves, “Phew, okay 
Lord, thanks for looking out for me on that one.” There are even other situations that step 
that up a notch when other people say things like, “Wow, someone was looking out for you.”, 
or “Somebody upstairs protected you today!” When those types of situations occur, it can be 
easy to shrug it off and casually thank God and go about the day as usual. But, sometimes, 
things happen that can shake you to your core.  
 

On a recent car ride with Isaiah, Uriah, and Evelyn, we experienced a car accident that could 
have ended fatally. As we were driving around 57 mph in the southbound lane towards HWY 
8 (yes, we live north of HWY 8), another vehicle was headed towards us in the northbound 
lane. I quickly identified that the person driving the car was in a hurry because they passed 
another vehicle abruptly, and continued towards us with a few swerves here and there. It 
was the swerving that caught my attention. Just as the other vehicle got to us, the driver of 
the car swerved across lanes moving directly in front of our vehicle. I swerved to the side of 
the road and the driver’s car took our driver’s side rear view mirror clean off of our vehicle. 
The driver kept going. It was a hit and run. Everything happened so quickly that my children 
weren’t even sure what had happened. Uriah asked if a rock hit our car. Evelyn asked, “Papa, 
what was that?” I quickly hit my breaks and turned around to try and catch up to the driver 
to get a license plate number. As we headed back towards home, the driver was nowhere to 
be found. Upon turning around to see if we had missed the car on side road etc., the driver 
of the vehicle, that the vehicle that hit us passed, had pulled over to the side of the road and 
flagged me down. He proceeded to tell me that he had reported the hit and run and also that 
the driver of the speeding car had gotten into a terrible accident about a mile after she had 
hit our van. I didn’t even notice that the vehicle had crashed because the car was so far off of 
the road, and in a horrible turn of events, the driver was in critical condition and there was 
very little left of the vehicle.  
 

We then drove down to the accident because the guy that flagged us down told me that the 
police were going to meet us there to get the details of the hit and run. Upon approaching 
the accident, my mind was going a million miles an hour and I began praying, “Lord, please 
let the driver be okay.” What hadn’t yet dawned on me at that time was that my three kiddos 
in the car began to put the pieces together. As we arrived at the scene of the second 
accident, it was very clear that things were extremely serious, so I parked our van on the 
other side of another vehicle so that my children couldn’t see the accident. I then called my 
wife and asked her to drive down the road to come and pick the children up as I anticipated 
that it was going to be a while, and I didn’t want them to see what was about to take place 
with the paramedics and trying to remove the driver from the vehicle. She quickly arrived 
and after clearing it with law enforcement for them to leave, she brought our children back 
home and I remained at the site of the second accident for another hour or so.  
 

continued on next page … 
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Building & Grounds Ministry  
Jim Judkins 715.338.8837 

oldoutboardjim@hotmail.com 
 

Coffee Ministry 
Sandy Moe: 715.417.1812  
sandy.klj@hotmail.com 

 

Finance Administration  
Bruce Gilliland (Treasurer): 715.338.2580 

financeministry@newlifechristiancommunity.
org 

 

Greeting Card Ministry 
Lynn Nelson: 651.373.1426 
lynnjimnelson@gmail.com 

 

GriefShare Ministry 
Robin Mattson: 715.566.1945 
robinmattson27@gmail.com 

 

Immerse Ministry  
Ana Smith: 715.566.3740  

anajoy87@gmail.com 
 

Meal Train Relief Ministry 
Danielle Panik: 715.554.2214 

dhischer@gmail.com 
 

Missions Outreach 
Lorraine Milner: 715.557.0661 

 lrmilner@gmail.com 
 

Newsletter Administration 
Dawn Holm: 715.472.8453  

djholm@lakeland.ws 
 

Resource Center 
Cory Mattson: 715.417.0945 

cory79mattson@hotmail.com 
 

Sunday Meal Services 
Barbara Judkins: 309.269.0556 

bjdarnell@hotmail.com 
 

Transportation Services 
Art Behr: 715.220.6882 
 behrden1@charter.net 

 

Video Ministry 
Jim Mabee: 651.470.4172  
jmabee@centurytel.net 

 

Widow’s/Shut-ins Ministry 
Linda Rominek: 760.252.1786 

lindajoy77@gmail.com 
 

Ministry Directory: 
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The entire time, all I could think about was the 
driver of the other vehicle. I was praying that she 
would survive, that if she had children or family 
they would be okay, that whatever circumstance 
that caused her to drive in such a way would 
somehow be healed as she recovered from her 
injuries. It wasn’t until the State Patrol Officer 
stated, “Wow, you are lucky to be alive. She had to 
have been going almost 100 mph when she hit 
your vehicle.”  
 

After the officer had gotten all of the information 
she needed about the hit and run, and the 
ambulance left with the driver of the other vehicle, 
I returned home with thoughts racing through my 
head. When I walked in, my wife quickly hugged 
me with tears in her eyes, and all four of my 
children hugged me with a deep feeling of 
thankfulness. It hit me hard that this was the first 
time that my children really experienced a 
recognition of their own mortality in such an 
intense and fragile manner. As we prayed together 
for the driver, the medics, the police officers, and 
in thankfulness for God’s protection of our family 
in that moment, Sara and I took the time to 
remind our kiddos that we are in God’s hands in 
all things and at all times. In doing so, a peace set 
in that only having a relationship with Jesus can 
offer. 
 

“He will not let your foot be moved; he who 
keeps you will not slumber. Behold, he who 
keeps Israel will neither slumber nor sleep. 
The Lord is your keeper; the Lord is your 
shade on your right hand. The sun shall not 
strike you by day, nor the moon by night. The 
Lord will keep you from all evil; he will keep 
your life. The Lord will keep your going out 
and your coming in from this time forth and 
forevermore.” Psalm 121:3-8 
 

Brothers and sisters in Christ, we are always in His 
grip! Don’t let it be casual, simple, nor fleeting, but 
hold that fact tight to your chest and rest in the 
glory and protection of the Lord.  For we are His, 
and He is our rock in whom we shall take refuge. 
 

Your brother in Christ, Zack Fugate 
 
 
       
  
  

 

 
 

If you are a visitor this morning or have only been coming to 
New Life for a few months we are glad you are joining with us! 
If you would like to learn more about New Life be sure to stop 
by the Resource Center in the front foyer to pick up a welcome 
bag we have for you. Also, please stay for fellowship and a meal 
today. 
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 Ladies of New Life, please join me for an evening of 
fellowship on Friday, January 22nd at 7:00 pm. One of 
our very own ladies will be sharing her testimony of how 
the Lord saved her and has brought her on her journey 
thus far, followed by a time of prayer. Come to be 
encouraged in your walk as you hear how God is working 
in the life of one of our dear sisters in Christ...and maybe 
you can also be a source of encouragement for someone 
else! You are loved by a great and awesome God; let's 
proclaim what He has done! I'm looking forward to 
welcoming you into my home at 207 S. Adams St. St. 
Croix Falls If you have questions, you can contact Janel 
Anderson at 715.553.3341. 
 

 Missions: There will be a meeting for anyone who has 
an interest in missions which is to say- local or overseas. 
This will be held Sunday, January 24th at 11:30 am 
following the church service. It will be a group working-
meeting to discover what missions is and how we can 
collectively be a part of the local church and the global 
church. Come with your ideas! And helping hands. 

 

 Options For Women Tri-County Walk For Life: This 
is an opportunity right in our own community to bring 
awareness of the sanctity of human life. Options for 
Women Tri-County, who we have supported through the 
baby bottle drive, is now putting on their annual Walk for 
Life. The walk will start at St. Joseph's Church, 255 10th 
Avenue, Osceola at 3:00 pm on Sunday, January 24th. 
Consider joining this walk and inviting others from New 
Life to walk with you. Make sure to dress warm! Hot 
chocolate, water, and snacks will be provided. 
 
 

    
 

 Help us welcome new baby boy Peter Points into our New Life 
Family by showering Steve and Sonnet with size 1 diapers and 

wipes.  Also, Stuart and Sandy Moe just started fostering a 
newborn baby girl!  Let's shower them with wipes and diapers size 
1 & 2. You can find both collection containers in the foyer as you 
enter the building. Also …You can also join the Meal Train for each 
of them by contacting Danielle Panik to sign up to bring a meal. 

 
 

    
 

 
 

Kinship of Polk County: Seeking Mentors 
“And he said to them, ‘You shall love the Lord your 
God with all your heart and with all your soul and   

   with   all   your   mind.       This   is   the   great  and   
first  commandment. And a second is like it: You shall love your 
neighbor as yourself.’” Matthew 22:37-39 
 

No matter who we are or where we live, there are people 
nearby who need our love. After a very difficult year, the 
needs of many youth and their families have increased. 
Kinship of Polk County is on mission to help create the 
support and relationship building between those struggling 
families and people who can reach in, give HOPE and provide 
support. As a youth mentoring program, Kinship is looking 
for individuals, couples and/or families who are willing to 
mentor a young person for a minimum of one year, meeting 
3-4X per month. If you know of families who need support 
or you are in a position to support, please visit 
www.polkkinship.org or call 715.405.3900.  
 

 
 

   

 
 

 Pastor Tony Minell        715.417.1982 
   galatiansii20@yahoo.com  
  

 Pastor Paul Linzmeier       320.226.5581  
   pastorpaul.nlcc@gmail.com 
 
 

  Cory Mattson – Secretary        715.417.0945 
  Zachary Fugate           715.379.2918 
  Brian Gates           651.230.6554 
  Matt Leko        651.465.3154 
  Dale Mattson        715.566.2302 
  Greg Mattson        715.417.2444 
  Rene Milner        715.557.0185 
  Jim Nelson        651.283.2132 
  Jay Swisher        763.587.3472 
        

 

Tues Men’s Bible Study– 6:30 am 
Wed Every Man’s Battle– 6:00 am 
Wed Immerse Studies– 6:15 pm 
Thurs Men’s Bible Study– 6:30 am  
Thurs      Ladies Study– 10:00 am  
Thurs  Ladies Bible Study– 12:00 pm  
Thurs Young Adult Study– 6:30 pm 
Thurs Ladies Study– 6:30 pm 
Sat Partner Meeting– 9:00 am 
        

 

  
1 Corinthians 15:53 
 

“Therefore my beloved brothers, be 
steadfast, immovable, always abounding in 
the work of the Lord, knowing that in the 
Lord your labor is not in vain.” ESV 

       

 

          
 

Often January is a time for new beginnings, make 
sure to share with someone this month the “new 
beginning” you have in Christ by telling someone 
your testimony. Share of your coming to saving faith 
in Jesus, and by his grace, what He is currently doing 
in your life to draw you to treasure Him above all 
things and to call you pursue making Him known to 
others.        

 

January 17  Meal Team #1 
February 7 Meal Team #2 

 

Meals are served on the 1st and 3rd Sunday 
of each month. Contact Barbara Judkins if 

interested being on a meal team. 
 

           

Check out New Life Online  
newlifechristiancommunity.org 

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS    
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201 State Road 35 N, Dresser, WI ~ 715.201.2295  ~ Email:  info@newlifechristiancommunity.org 
Sunday service starts at 9:30 am / Check out New Life online at newlifechristiancommunity.org 

Join New Life Connect by emailing Pastor Paul at pastorpaul.nlcc@gmail.com 

 

Sermon Notes:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Today’s Passage: 
Pastor Tony’s message is from the  

New Testament book, 
Acts 2:1-13 
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