Virtual Worship
We had hoped it would be a competition to see
who could endure the cold the
best, and keep worshipping
outside with more and more
blankets! But because of the
increase in COVID-19 cases in
our area, we believe it is in the
best interest of our congregation
to go back to virtual worship. It is simply not worth
the risk of infection, as the state lowers the
number of people in gathering both inside and out.
Virtual worship will begin on November 29th. We
will once again go to a 9:00am worship time, which
will be streamed live on Facebook. We will
continue to post these services on YouTube later
in the day. We are also using the 800-telephone
service for our non-technology members, which
has been working extremely well. We will no
longer include the bulletin in the e-blast, as the
words to hymns and responses will be on the
screens. Please feel free to call us to talk more
about this, to share any thoughts and concerns, or
to ask questions.
We thank you for your
understanding and compassion.

Mark Your Calendar

Visit with Saint Nick
St. Nick will be here
Saturday, December 12th
from 10:00-11:00am

As with all events this year, St. Nick’s
visit will look a lot different. But, he
WILL be at Trinity. He will be here
outside the front entrance of the
church… just drive up, give a wave, and receive a
special gift. Want a picture? We will create a
socially distanced space to make that happen. All
that we ask is that everyone in your family be
masked. New! We will be accepting letters to St.

Nick so kids can ask for their wishes. (And they’ll
even get a response.) Reservations NOT required.
Check Trinity’s FB page in the event of inclement
weather.

Advent Vespers

~ Christmas Eve Volunteers~
We still need Christmas Eve Volunteers from 4-6pm.
We will need people for the live Nativity, and
volunteers to escort groups through the three
stations. Please call the church office to sign-up.
Help us share Christ’s light and love on this very
special night. We will need people for one to two
hours.
~ Thank You!
Live Nativity: Mary and Joseph
Station hosts
Parking lot guides
Candle station helpers

2020 Advent Devotional
You should have received your 2020 Devotional last
week. We want to thank all those who wrote for this
year’s edition. The theme for this year is Jesus - The
Light of the World. All the scripture passages talk
about light. Again, we thank those who wrote for
the devotional, and pray more of you will consider
signing up next year. We hope that you will take
time each day to read, reflect, and pray this Advent
season as we prepare our hearts for Jesus. You will
note we have not added additional daily scripture
readings in this newsletter. Have a blessed Advent!

7:30pm – Dec. 2, 9, 16, 23
We will do Advent Vespers live on Facebook at
7:30pm on Wednesdays and then post them on
YouTube. This service takes about thirty minutes.
We sing Advent words to traditional carol tunes,
hear scripture and share in a brief meditation.
Holden Evening Prayer will return in January. Tune
in and enjoy the peace, hope and calm that fills the
night. Join us live on Facebook and open your hearts
to make room for the Babe of Bethlehem.

Stewardship Forms
There is still time to complete your Time &
Ability Sheet as well as an Estimate of
Giving Card for 2021. We need all of our
members to share their time, talents and treasure and to
respond to the grace we have received in Jesus Christ,
keeping the many ministries of Trinity happening. Time &
Ability Sheets and Estimate of Giving Cards are available
inside the lobby on the table. You can stop by during the
week and fill one out or call to have another one mailed to
you. Please return completed forms to the church office.

Special Thanks: Thank you to our November
newsletter volunteers: Grace Wenrich for
labeling the envelopes from her home and
Judy Titter and Carol Werkheiser for folding,
stuffing all the envelopes and sorting. We all abided
by the social distancing requirements. We appreciate
the service of these faithful volunteers.

Recent Hospitalizations:
Carole Lape, Joyce Sutliff, Nevin Smith, Jon
Hoppman, Bob Dutt, Bob Gregory.

Happy Birthday… to our members 80+
Juergen Happ – Dec. 9th
25 Cottage Drive
Myerstown, PA 17067
Nancy Putt – Dec. 19th
206 N. Sandy Ln.
Sinking Spring, PA 19608

We extend our Sympathy to:
~Paul Ott & family on the death of his father,
~Carole Forry & family on the death of Norman,
~the friends and family of Christine Buffington.

Congratulations to:
~Schelby Hague & Daniel Schell on the baptism of
their daughter Hannah Claire on Nov. 15th.
This is the direct link to Trinity’s facebook page:
https://www.facebook.com/Trinity-LutheranChurch-Robesonia-Pennsylvania143665935665429/
To My Trinity Family,
Words cannot express my thanks for all the cards,
phone calls, wonderful meals and prayers this past
year as I continued to heal. Your kindness has been
greatly appreciated. Thank you for showing God’s
love. Blessings!
~Kathy Shirk
.We

are in need of portable fire pits
for Christmas Eve services.

If you have a portable metal fire pit you would be
willing to loan to the church for Christmas Eve
services, please call the church office. We would like
to have 5 or 6 of these, if possible. We will also be
in need of firewood, and are looking for firewood
donations. Firewood we are unable to return!!!
It would also be nice to have someone tend the fires
through our service times. Please call the church
office if you are able to meet any of these needs.

CHRISTMAS EVE 2020
With the COVID-19 case numbers rising, and
without a vaccine and/or therapeutics in
place before Christmas Eve, we will not be
inside for traditional worship services.
So, we have been working on bringing
two worship opportunities to Trinity.
First there will be a virtual service
posted on Facebook and YouTube. This service will be a
very traditional Christmas Eve service, with special music
pre-recorded by our choirs, carols, a sermon, and candle
lighting.
Our second option will be an outdoor journey worship
experience, weather permitting. At the onset, it will run from
4-6:00pm, and if reservation demand exceeds available
space, we will extend this time frame. You will need to wear
masks. You will journey in groups of approximately twenty
people through three stations, taking about ½ hour total. You
will experience the live Nativity, have the opportunity for Holy
Communion, as well as sing a verse of “Silent Night” by
candlelight, and possibly two other carols. This will all take
place in our parking lot. You may park your vehicles on the
back lot and on the streets around the church. Handicap
parking will be located on the side lot, along the social hall
side of the building. Walkers and wheelchairs recommended
for those who require them.
You will need to make a reservation for this outdoor
worship journey experience, with groups starting every ten
minutes. You can do this by visiting:
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70A0A4CAE
AC22A6FD0-christmas, or click the QR code below or
call the church office and ask for Pastor Jen. Please keep in
mind we are limiting rotational groups to twenty people, so
please make sure everyone in your
family and group can make the time for
which you reserve. Reservations are
now open. We will not be taking walk-ins
that night, as we must control the
numbers for everyone’s safety.
We believe this is the best scenario for all of us. And, we
pray it will meet the needs of our Trinity family. Please know
that all of the staff is working diligently behind the scenes to
provide the best and safest worship that we can. We miss
being together inside more than anyone, but we must first
think of the health and safety of all of our members. Thank
you for your compassion and understanding.

Maintaining
Connections
You may have noticed, if
you have looked ahead to
the December calendar
that we are not live streaming devotions from
December 25th to January 1st. For those of you who
have watched faithfully at noon or tuned in later on
Facebook or YouTube, we thank you! We want you
to know that we will be back live on Monday,
January 4th.
I know that this ministry outreach has been an
important part of many people’s days, especially
when we long for connection during times of
physical distancing. So, I want to invite you, yes
YOU, to maintain those connections between
Christmas Day and New Year’s Day. If noon time
was your time to connect with others, maybe at
noon on those days you could send a text message,
email or pick up the phone and call someone from
your Trinity family. Take time to intentionally
connect with other folks from Trinity.
If noon time was your time for daily devotions, set
your alarm and take ten minutes at noon each day
to pause, read some scripture and pray. While we
love doing that together, it is
okay to honor that time each
day on your own.
If you watch those devotions
later in the day, or at night, still
honor that time with some
time of meditation, scripture,
reflection and prayer.
If it isn’t the message, but the
connection you are longing for, it may be a good
time to put pen to paper. Take time each of those
days to write a note to the names and faces you miss
seeing each day. Take time to send individuals or
families a little note of greeting.
This might be a good time to take a break from social
media, too. Just for a week or so…just at noon. (It’s
an option.)
Each devotion that we have live-streamed is
available on our Facebook page and on our YouTube
channel, so if you are longing to see the faces of your
vicar and pastors, you can always look up and watch
old videos. They are always available to watch and

share. Gosh, what other ways might you fill ten
minutes on a week day?
Go for a walk? Read? Take a picture? Practice a
musical instrument? Explore a new hobby? Start
reading a new book of the Bible?
Maybe read a Psalm each day? You
may take this time to look into new
recipes to make for yourself or
others. You may take this time to
look into new or different charities
to support in 2021. You may just take this time to
sit with a cup of coffee or tea and really just sit.
Wouldn’t that be a holy thing? To stop and rest for
ten minutes each day at noon. Taking time to honor
God, give thanks for this gift of life, and rest…which
is good and holy for your body, mind and soul.
I hope I gave plenty of options for you if you
anticipate missing our noon live-stream devotions,
and I hope that you fill that time with something
that is good for you – for your health, body, family
and well-being. You may decide to do something
specific with that time that involves a physical
activity or you may decide to use it to rest. I, myself,
will use it as a time to take a break from social
media. Don’t get me wrong, connecting with you all
daily is holy and wonderful for me, but I, too, need
a break from time to time. You all will be in my heart
and prayers at noon as I sit, sip coffee or tea and rest
for ten minutes.
Blessings to you all as we enter into Advent and
prepare for Christmas. It will be a season like no
other, as we navigate our way through a pandemic
in new and different ways. The good news? Advent
will guide us, as always, to prepare for the birth of
Christ. AND we will celebrate the birth of Christ God with us – Emmanuel…coming into our world,
taking on our flesh and bones to live among us
through all the trials, tribulations, joys and
celebrations we face every day. Blessings to you and
yours this Christmas season. You are loved. Be safe.
Air hugs + peace, Pastor Jen

Have you updated your will and
remembered the ministry of Christ
at Trinity?
+ + +

Give a gift that celebrates your
life and commitment to Christ!

From the Vicar…
Greetings! As we enter Advent
and the new church year, we
prepare as we wait expectantly
for the celebration of our
savior’s birth. We also wait for
his second coming. We live in
the “already” of Jesus’
incarnation and the “not yet”
of his coming again to restore the reign of God. We
Christians are called to put our faith into action by
mirroring the teaching and example of Jesus.
One of the things that Jesus did was to ask
questions—lots of questions. Scripture records
Jesus asking 307 questions compared to the three
he directly answered. Jesus’ style was to ask
questions and tell stories/parables as he engaged
others in conversation. That is, he used constructive
discourse to make his points and to create an
atmosphere of inclusion.
What if we could model Christ in the way
that we communicate with each other about issues
affecting the Church and our society? What if we
could more effectively engage others in constructive
dialogue that builds up instead of tearing down?
What might the Church’s role be in this process?
See, I am asking questions!
As a follow-up to the deliberative dialogue
results that I mentioned in my November 15th
sermon, I have scheduled two learning
opportunities at Trinity that will comprise my
Internship Project. Both are focused on helping us
grow into more productive and lifegiving
conversations around tough topics. I hope you will
join us.
Thursday, January 21:
Communication that
Connects with Jeffrey Lupowitz, DC. 7-8:30pm via
Zoom. This session is based upon "NVC: Nonviolent
Communication”, or "Communication that
Connects." Learn how to create empathetic
connections with others to foster dialogue, greater
understanding, and more fulfilling relationships.
Experience how you may feel more of "a heart like
Jesus" even in the
presence of big
disagreements,
conflicts, or when

upsetting emotions are triggered. This evening will
be an introduction to the awareness and skills of
connection with Jeffrey Lupowitz, DC. Dr. Lupowitz
will bring his 15+ years of experience in fostering
respectful conversation to Trinity for our benefit.
Thursday, February 18: A House Divided: What
Would We Have to Give Up to Get the Political
System We Want? 7-8:30pm via Zoom.
This is a deliberative dialogue
session (similar to the one
previously held) for Trinity
members to respectfully discuss the
topic of government/political reform that might
make our government more responsive to its
citizens and more able to make important decisions
and solve problems in the United States. Our
discussion will use a guide created by the National
Issues Forums Institute, a project of the Kettering
Foundation.
I hope you will join us.
Email me at
trinityvicar@comcast.net to sign up to get the link
for these sessions.
Preparing expectantly for Jesus, Vicar Scott

Our 800 Service

Recordings of Sermons & Daily Devotions
Have you tried our phone-in service? It can be
used to listen to Sunday sermons, our daily
devotions shared Monday through Friday, AND
Holden
Evening
Prayer
sermons.
We
have
purchased
this
toll-free
number
for
your
convenience. Simply call:

Call 1-844-923-3188!
When you call, you can follow the easy prompts
given by Pastor Bill, pressing 1 plus the # sign to
listen to the Gospel and sermon from Sunday, or
2 and # sign to listen to the daily devotion Monday
through Friday, press 3 and # sign to hear the
reading and sermon from Holden Evening Prayer.
It is really easy, and we are pleased to offer this
program for our members. So, be safe and stay
in place if that makes you more comfortable until
we all get through this.

Collecting Aluminum Cans

E-Mail & Updated Phone Numbers

Ryan Noyes continues to collect and recycle
aluminum cans to benefit the IM ABLE
Foundation. The mission of the IM ABLE
Foundation www.imablefoundation.org is to
remove obstacles that prevent
individuals with disabilities from being
physically active through adaptive
fitness equipment grants, inclusive
fitness classes and advocacy for
individuals with disabilities. All money raised
from recycling the cans will go directly to the
Foundation. Please drop off your empty cans
(crushed, if possible!) in the marked bin by the
shed.

We pray that you are connecting on Facebook or
YouTube and are getting the weekly e-mail blasts.
If you have not gotten at least one phone call from
the pastoral staff or one e-mail during this
pandemic, please call the church office to update
your e-mail address and/or your phone number.
We have found that many of you have
disconnected your land lines and some have
never given us an e-mail address. Keep us
informed. It is the best way for us to get quick
messages out to everyone. Please call us with
this information or mail the information to the
church office. Please include this information for
all members of your family. Now, more than
ever, we must stay in touch!
Please update our Trinity records Name: _________________________
Cell Phone: _____________________
E-mail address: __________________

Western Berks Shepherding
Ministries, Inc.
Our Co-Directors are: Lisa Snyder and
Jodi Eisenhauer. Please contact them
at 484-294-7394 or email them at
WesternBerksShepherding@gmail.com.
At this time, we are again able to schedule
appointments. We want to keep everyone safe,
and each volunteer driver will remind clients of
any precautions that will be required.

Bible Study Tuesdays at 7pm
You are still welcome to join
us & join in: the pastors and the
vicar are leading an evening Bible
Study on Zoom. You will need a
computer or i-pad. This is similar to
what we did on Monday mornings, but you need to
provide your own food (or not, ha ha), and we
believe this is a safer way to gather at this time. We
study the Gospel reading from the previous Sunday.
There is time for discussion where you can talk or be
silent, but we all get another chance to grow into
God’s Word. We try to limit our time to one hour.
This is one more way for us to connect during this
time of pandemic. If you are interested in being
part of this Bible study, whether one time or
many times, please e-mail Pastor Jen at
revdee@comcast.net. She will send you the link
and password. Your e-mail to her also gives us an
idea of how many to expect on the call. But ALL are
welcome. So, make sure you spread the word to
any friends you think may be interested.

Name: _________________________
Cell Phone: _____________________
E-mail address: __________________

Daily Devotionals
If you use one of our two daily devotionals that we
offer in the narthex: Christ in Our Home, or Our
Daily Bread, you can call us and we will mail the
most recent copy to you so that you have it to use.
Our Daily Bread (Dec., Jan., Feb. edition) has
arrived, but you can also visit their website for the
daily devotion. Check out ourdailybread.org. To
request a booklet, call the church office. Please
leave a message for Robin or email her at
trintreas@comcast.net

“Christmas is best pondered not with logic
but with imagination.”
—Max Lucado

Woodloch
LAST CALL!
Feb 8-12, 2021
$650 per person double
occupancy
$730 per person single
occupancy
Leave at 9:00am on Monday, Feb 8th
Return at 12:30pm on Friday, Feb 12th

Pastor Bill can still make arrangements
for you. Bus is currently only half full.
We are heading to the Poconos
to get away before Valentine’s
Day. We are staying Monday
through Friday, 4 nights and 12
delicious meals. You will enjoy
incredible multi-course meals,
all cooked to order, nightly
entertainment in the night club,
and great activities all day long.
This is like taking a cruise on
land. Most activities are included; some have a
small fee. You will enjoy a beautiful lakeside room
with a view. Indoor pool and fitness area available.
This place knows how to do hospitality. Call now.
Full Payment is due with sign-up. This is an
incredible value and a great resort!

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
News from the

Conrad Weiser
Food Pantry
We again thank everyone for
their generous support of the Conrad Weiser Food
Pantry during this time of great need. The Pantry
will continue their “drive-by” process of
distribution until the end of the year. Continued
monetary donations are much more beneficial
than food donations at this time as our pantry
receives pre-packaged distribution boxes directly
from Helping Harvest. WE ARE IN NEED OF
PLASTIC GROCERY BAGS! Thank you again for
your faithful support and generosity.

“Each of us is an innkeeper who decides if
there is room for Jesus.”
—Neal A. Maxwell

Although

we did not have a formal
worship service in our sanctuary, we did have
outdoor worship services in November. Yet, we
again lift up our sponsors and acknowledge
those to whom they have dedicated altar
flowers, the memorial bowl or bulletins during
these unprecedented times.
November 1st Sponsors:
~in honor of our children & grandchildren
by Ruth Ann & Paul Moyer,
~in memory of my husband Daniel by Mary
Bagenstose,
~in memory of nephew Mitch Gerhart by Ruth Ann &
Paul Moyer,
~in memory of our parents by Vera Cervellero &
Jim Dotzenroth.
November 8th Sponsors:
~in honor of our 54th wedding anniversary by Carol & Joe
Voletto,
~in honor of Josh & Sheila’s and Lauren & Adam’s
wedding anniversaries by Jo & John Ressler,
~in memory of our parents by Neal & Robin McElwee,
~in memory of Claude’s parents, Charles & Pauline Schneck
by Loretta Schneck.
November 15th Sponsors:
~to the Glory of God by Carol & Joe Voletto
~in honor of our anniversary by George &
Jan Morneau,
~in memory of Keith & Beverly Mountz by
the Mountz family
~in loving memory of my parents, Willard & Joyce
Burkhart by Kathy Shirk.
November 22nd Sponsors:
~in memory of Richard Goll by Eva Goll
~in honor of our children & grandchildren by Curt &
Dee Kramer
~in memory of dad, Richard L. Goll by Eliza & Larry Sheaffer,
~in memory of our children, Phil, Eileen, & Cindy by John &
Marion Mattes.
November 29th Sponsors:
~in memory of Jane & Allen Zellers on our shared
anniversary by Robin & Jeffrey Lupowitz,
~in memory of Link & Margaret Murdough by Jim & Janice
Murdough,
~in memory of Lynwood Houck & Edmond Houck
by Gloria Houck.

November Missionary Sponsors:
Janice Carman, June Brossman, Diane Gramling, Jodie
Hayes, and Steve Eckert.

Thank You Simply Givers
We welcome others!
We must continue to give heartfelt THANKS to the 148
households that use Simply Giving here at Trinity. Simply
Giving is an electronic funds transfer system that is simple,
safe and easy. There is one form to fill out, and your giving
can be easily changed at any time. This has made a huge
difference in our cash flow especially during this time of
pandemic. We have been able to pay our staff and bills,
and keep the ministry of Christ strong here at Trinity.
Please consider signing up for this program,
especially during this time of pandemic! You can call
the church office and we will gladly mail you the paperwork
to complete. Please join us as we “simply give” in
response to the greatest gift we have ever
received…Jesus!
Thanks again to all of our members who are already
Simply Givers!
~ The Stewardship Board

All Saints Scholarship Fund
This year, we gave out 16 checks
from the All Saints Scholarship
Fund at Trinity. We have been
collecting throughout the year for
this fund and we pray it will continue to encourage
our youth to feel supported and nurtured by the
people of this place.
Simply write a check to Trinity and place it in an
envelope marked “All Saints Scholarship Fund.” If
you would like to honor a loved one with your gift,
write a note about that person and place it in the
envelope as well. Our goal is to help our youth
pay it forward as we remember the saints of the
past, and plant seeds in the saints of the future!

Missionary Sponsorship
The 2021 calendar is now up in the lobby. We
invite everyone to sponsor our missionary for
a day. $5 helps to cover our cost in helping to
sponsor her in her service. There is a calendar on the
bulletin board outside the church office or just give the
office a call. This is another way for us to reach out with
the Good News of Jesus Christ. We hope that you will
consider helping us to achieve our goal of spreading God’s
Word. Sponsorship money may be placed in the offering
plate or mailed to the church office. Mark the memo line
“missionary sponsorship”. Thank You.

How do sponsorships work at Trinity this year? Here
is the scoop! People who sponsored altar flowers
this year were contacted and given the opportunity
to renew that sponsorship for 2021. After they
responded, the available remaining dates are
opened up to others.
Bulletin sponsorships are handled in the same way,
giving priority to those members who have sponsored in
in 2020, and then opening up the remaining dates.
This year, we called those that sponsored the Memorial
Bowl in 2020. Previous sponsors had the opportunity
to sponsor again. The remaining dates are open to all.
Communion Wine & Bread, Newsletter, Reading Eagle,
and Clip-It can be sponsored by checking off on your
Time & Abilities sheet. The office will assign you to a
week, reminder letters will go out twice a year for
payment, and your name will be listed in the bulletin and
on the chart of monthly sponsors which is included in the
newsletter.
Missionaries can be sponsored by signing up on the chart
on the bulletin board outside the office or by calling the
church office to arrange. Sponsors’ names are listed in
the bulletin on a weekly basis.
Below are the current rates for sponsorships:
Altar Flowers $30 per vase
Memorial Bowl $30
Bulletins $25
Newsletter $20
Reading Eagle $10
Clip-It $30
Bread $5
Wine $7
Missionaries $5 per day

We still have these available 2021
sponsor dates. If you would like
the opportunity to sponsor flowers,
bulletins, or the memorial bowl in
the new year, please call the church office to
claim one or more of the dates listed below:
Altar Flowers:
April 4th (1 vase)
Bulletins:
January 17th
July 4th
November 14th
Memorial Bowl:
January 24th
April 25th

July 11th (1 vase)
June 27th
Oct. 24th

March 14th
Oct. 24th

When a traffic cop pulled over Pastor Schmidt for
speeding, the minister reminded the officer,
“Blessed are the merciful, for they shall obtain
mercy.” The policeman handed the minister the
speeding ticket and quoted, “Go thou and sin no
more.”
The preacher was visiting a man in prison. “When
you were tempted,” asked the minister, “why didn’t
you say, ‘Get thee behind me, Satan!?’ “I did,”
replied the prisoner, “but Satan said, ‘It doesn’t
matter who leads, since we’re both going the same
direction!”
The postman had delivered Reverend Smith’s mail.
As the minister opened envelopes and pulled out
letters, he was surprised to unfold a sheet of paper
that bore just one word, “FOOL”. The next Sunday
he announced, “I have known many
people who have written letters and
forgot to sign their names. But this week
I received a letter from someone who
signed his name, but forgot to write a
letter.
Every Sunday morning at the same point in the
service, one of the pastors left the altar for a brief
time to talk to the kids in children’s church. One new
member didn’t understand what was going on, so
following the service he observed, ”Preacher, you
are the first pastor I ever saw who takes a coffee
break during the service!”
Q: How do Christmas angels greet each other?
A: “Halo!”
Q: How does a snowman get to work?
A: By icicle.
Q: What is Saint Nicholas’ favorite measurement in
the metric system?
A: The Santameter

Have YOU invited a friend
to Trinity?
Invite them to share our on-line worship
or to our live-streamed weekday meditations.
If it is Good News for you,
share it with a friend. Help us connect.
Let God’s light shine through you!

The Advent Wreath
…is a symbol of watchfulness
and increasing joy as we
anticipate Jesus’ birth. The
wreath’s circular shape symbolizes
eternity, or life without end. The
candles remind us that Jesus is the
Light of the World — he brought light and life
to a dark world (see John 1:4-5). On each of the
four Sundays of Advent, we light a new candle.
As the light grows, so do our hope and joy.

Cold Comfort
While some people dread winter,
my motto is “The colder the
temperatures and the deeper the
snow, the better.” In fact, my mom
and I have a tradition of walking into
the season’s first snow … barefoot.
The white sky, crisp smell and plunging temps
provide
a
sense
of
calm.
Though I realize not everyone feels this way, I was
shocked when a dear friend shared her reaction.
When snowflakes appear, a cloudiness settles into
her soul. She experiences deep sadness and
anxiety because she suffers from seasonal
depression, which I hadn’t known about.
That reminded me how we can continually learn
from one another and discover how our creative
God uniquely “made and fashioned” (Psalm
119:73) each of us. Jesus calls us to embrace
people’s differences and needs as the seasons of
the year — and the seasons of life — change.

I need a spare part.
Consider being a living

Kidney Donor!

Yep, I am still looking for a kidney. I am now at
Stage V Renal Failure and on home dialysis. If
you, or a person you know, meet the criteria listed
below, please consider being a living kidney donor
for me.
If you are:
*Between 21 – 65 years of age,
*Mentally and physically fit, non-obese,
*No major medical conditions (diabetes, heart
disease, cancer etc.),
*Match my B blood type or have blood type O.
(If you don’t know your blood type I can help you
know how to find that out at no cost.)
*You must have health insurance to ensure that
you can receive care in the private sector for any
incidentally discovered illnesses revealed during
the evaluation.
Most transplant related costs will be paid for by
the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) or my
private health insurance.
I am currently
registered and on the National Kidney Transplant
list and approved for the transplant with the VA
Pittsburgh Healthcare System, Iowa City VA
Medical Center, Hershey Medical Center and Johns
Hopkins University. Questions? Give me a call,
Bonnie Culp, 717-274-1904 or 717-2288543.

—Janna Firestone, Newsletter, Newsletter, Dec. 2020

COLLEGE STUDENTS:
WE NEED THEIR ADDRESS!
Please call the church office or use the form
below and drop it in the mail. Update your college
student’s school address even if it has not changed.
We like to send them a monthly newsletter and that all
important Valentine’s Day goodie box! Thank you.
Student name: ________________________
Address: _________________________________
Expected Graduation: __________________

Do you know about Trinity’s
columbarium? There are niches

available for purchase. Have you
prepared a statement of guidance
for your family in the event of
your death? Please talk to a pastor
or the office staff if you would like assistance in
these important future plans.

Financial Update
Again, we want to thank
everyone for sharing with the
church the gifts that God has
given you. Your gifts enable us
to accomplish the ministry of Jesus
Christ in this place. We cannot
do what we do without
everyone’s support with our own
time, talents, and treasures. We appreciate all those
who step up when we look for volunteers to
accomplish a project. We appreciate all those
working behind the scenes to keep things running
smoothly. We appreciate all those who have been
sending in their offerings, as well as our faithful
Simply Givers.
As of the end of October, we find ourselves about
$12,000 behind expenses. Expenses are down, as
programming has not been normal. But salaries,
utilities, and benevolence items continue. We need
your help, especially since we will not have a normal
Christmas Eve to help us bounce back. So, if you
can “catch-up” on your gifts to God at Trinity, or if
you can make an extra gift to help us finish the year
in the black, that would be greatly appreciated.
The Trinity staff has been working hard to keep us
functioning, bringing a variety of worship,
educational, and music opportunities. There is a lot
of effort being made to keep us connected and
grounded in God’s Word. We also understand that
people want to be back in the sanctuary, but we
cannot safely accomplish this until the vaccine is
widely distributed and therapeutics are in place. We
are making these difficult decisions to keep everyone
safe. As soon as it is possible to come back inside,
we will be ready. But, you mean too much to us to
risk any of your lives prematurely.
So please, help us finish the year without a deficit,
allowing Christ’s light to shine brightly at Trinity!
Thank you for your generous support!

2020 Treasurer’s Report
General Fund:
October Actual Income
October Actual Expenses
October Budget
YTD Actual Income
YTD Actual Expenses
YTD Budget

$46,412
$49,036
$55,145
$515,889
$527,570
$549,420

THANK YOU! THANK YOU!
Because of your generosity of both donations
and time, we were able to FILL 150 boxes and
send them on their way to children around the
world! Special thanks to all who gave their time
to help set-up, fill, check and deliver boxes:

Geneva and Ken Berger
Jeff Brunner
Arlene Eiceman
Michelle and Emma Houck
Ray and Shirley Kauffman
Doug Kennedy
Charlia Koch
Neal and Robin McElwee
Brenda and Maddie Moylan
Kathy Muzevich
Marce Sheidy

A very special THANK YOU to Betty Licht who
keeps track of all the donations all year long!

Tune in on Thursday evenings
at 6:15pm to Trinity FB live.
One of our choir directors will
be “Making Music” with us.
Some weeks it may be a hymn
sing and some weeks it may
be kids’ songs. But every
week it will be delightful, and we invite you to sing
along! If you are interested in sharing your gifts with
these choirs, please contact one of the choir
directors listed below.
Darin Lewis- adults
djlewisinkpress@gmail.com
Katie Mazurek-bell choirs mazurek563@gmail.com
Sarah McGrory-age 3-K, and 5th Grade-High School
sarahkmcgrory@gmail.com
Linda Holt-1st-4th Grade

musictwina@yahoo.com

Sunday School
Continues!
As everyone is aware, gathering in a group
setting in our church building is not
possible at this time. HOWEVER, we have
put together several resources to provide a
Christian Education piece for all ages. We
continue to tweak the details but here are
some of the offerings we have:

ADULT BIBLE STUDIES:
>Jeff Culp is doing a video series on
Matthew through
Sunday, Dec. 6th,
> The Pastors and Vicar are hosting
a Tuesday evening Bible Study via
ZOOM. (see separate article). It
will be a discussion of the previous
Sunday’s Gospel.

KIDS:
• We will continue video lessons for
our younger kids (2nd grade and
under) with “Sunday School on
Tuesday” on Facebook!
• Various video pieces will be
loaded periodically for 3rd-6th
grade including object lessons
and challenges. Look for “CrossTraining” on Facebook
• 7th-12th grade are ZOOMing on
‘Sunday Funday’ (details on Youth
page)
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES (FREE)
ON YOUTUBE:
• LifeKids – videos for all ages
• Veggie Tales (2nd grade &
under)
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

HAVE SUGGESTIONS? PLEASE, PLEASE LET
US KNOW; WE ARE OPEN TO NEW IDEAS!

THE WELL
AT HOME
Monthly Take Home
Project
Because we can’t gather at The WELL, we will make some
favorite Lenten projects available to enjoy at home. Here’s
how it works: The items will be ready to pick up on the date
listed below and the following day from 8am-3pm.
(PLEASE BE SURE YOU CAN PICK THEM UP!) We want
to thank the people who will be working behind the scenes
to make these projects possible.

February 10th –Soft Pretzels- $1 each
We’ll put our ‘twist’ on the classic. We’ll bake these
heart-shaped pretzels for you. All you
have to do is eat them!

March 3rd – Ceramic Eggs & Chicks- $3 each
Our time-honored tradition! Add to your
collection or start a new one. For this
paint-at-home project, you must provide
your own acrylic paint.

Order Form for Craft Projects
_____ Soft Pretzels @ $1 each = _________
_____ Ceramic Eggs @ $3 each = _________
_____ Ceramic Chick @ $3 each= _________
Total _________
Name: _________________________________
Email: __________________________________
Need an idea for those snowy
days coming up in January? Cut
out
paper
snowflakes
and
remember God made you unique…just like
every snowflake!

Called by Christ +
Gathered in Grace +
Joyfully Serving!

the greatest
story
A 16-week study of
the Bible.
The Bible is
God’s story.
The Bible is our story.

Lesson 12 – You Will Be My Witness – Acts
Lesson 13 – The Power of God for Salvation –
The Letters of Paul
Lesson 14 – So Great a Cloud of Witnesses
– General Letters
Lesson 15 – Come, Lord Jesus! – Revelation
Lesson 16 – Jesus People –
The New Testament Story for Us
In the event we will be able to meet in the church
face-to-face for Sunday School, the schedule will be
adjusted to meet special Sunday services.

The Bible is God’s book. It powerfully and beautifully
tells the story of God’s actions and God’s
relationship with humanity and all creation. The
Bible is the story of God’s desire to be in relationship
with us humans, so it is a story about the people of
God, us.
the greatest story will begin Sunday, January 10,
2021 with weekly lessons for the following 16 weeks.
The classes will be posted weekly on Facebook and
YouTube for you to watch and learn at your leisure.
It is hoped that each family will use the Lutheran
Study Bible as the primary reference. If you do not
have a Lutheran Study Bible, they may be
purchased on-line from Augsburg Fortress or you
may borrow a copy from the church. Copies at the
church are limited. In addition, each family should
have the greatest story participant Study Guide.
These guides may be purchased on-line from
Augsburg Fortress for $15.99 plus shipping and
handling. Group discounts may apply.
The 16-week lessons will be as follows:
Introduction: January 1 – January 10, 2021
Lesson 1 – The Story – Introducing the Bible
Lesson 2 – Beginnings – Genesis
Lesson 3 – God’s People on the Move –
Exodus – Deuteronomy
Lesson 4 – Getting Started -- Joshua – Ruth
Lesson 5 – Kings and Kingdoms –
Samuel – Chronicles
Lesson 6 – Trails of Tears and Joy – 2 Kings –
Esther, Lamentations, Daniel
Lesson 7 – When God Speaks – The Prophets
Lesson 8 – For Every Matter Under Heaven –
Wisdom and Poetry Books
Lesson 9 – People of Promise –
The Old Testament Story for Us
Lesson 10 – The Word Became Flesh –
The Gospels, Part 1
Lesson 11 – Who Do You Say I Am? –
The Gospels, Part 2

The Gospel of
St. Matthew
A Journey to the Great Commission
An Eleven-Week Video Series with Jeff Culp

Now through December 6th, 2020
You will not need to sign up for this class. Each
class will be a video of a power-point with Jeff
Culp’s narration. They will be available to watch
any time it is convenient for you, so grab a cup
of coffee and sit down to watch. (PJ’s are
acceptable!) Videos are available on Trinity’s
Facebook page: scroll to videos and click, or
you may search “Gospel of Matthew”, or check
out our YouTube channel TrinityRobesonia!
Dates are based on a Sunday class. The videos
will be posted and available prior to the Sunday
date. The chapters, verses and daily reading list
are available.
E-mail Chris Kennedy at
christianed@comcast.net and she can email
them to you, or call the church office to have it
snail mailed.

