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Advent 2020
Dear Beloved in Christ,
What a year we have found ourselves in. Between the pandemic, the
political narrative, and the fragility of our lives, it has been a very tough
road for me and my guess is, for you as well. There have been many
days when the darkness just seemed to almost overwhelm me. There
were days when I prayed to see glimmers of light, of love, and of God.
So, as we come to this Advent season, maybe it will be good for us to focus on “Jesus…the Light of
the World.” We need to remember whose kingdom has broken into our world and our lives. We need
to remember that God is the author and creator of life. We need to remember why God sent Jesus,
and what this means for you and me… and for everyone. We need to take time, in the midst of all of
the other stuff (not the word I was going to use) that is going on, to refocus on that light that shines
in the darkness… Jesus.
This devotional has become something we treasure during this time of Advent. As we prepare our
hearts and our lives to remember the greatest gift ever given, maybe we can refocus even more clearly
on the gift God has given us in Jesus. Our members and staff have done a great job in sharing insights
and stories from their lives. I believe you will find this a helpful tool during this season of preparation.
So, take time to read the passage of scripture about light, the reflection, and then pray the prayer
each day. Maybe you would like to light a candle as you read just to help you focus on the light.
But, let us all take time to prepare for the coming of the “Light of the World… Jesus”
I know this has been a difficult time for all of us, and we can’t wait to get together again. But this is
not a normal time, and safety is our biggest concern. Our numbers are too large to come inside the
building. So, please participate in all of the worship and other opportunities we are still trying to
provide. And, we hope to see you outside for our very special Christmas Eve experience with
candlelight, communion, and a living nativity. Watch for more details in the newsletter and make
note of the times.
May you see and feel God’s light this Advent season. May we reflect that light and banish darkness,
allowing God’s love to break through and touch the lives of all of God’s children. May this Advent be
the brightest season of all, as we journey to the light of the Christ child together. May God bless you
always in all ways!
Joy,

Pastor Bill

November 29, 2020
John 1:5
The light arriving from
Sirius, the closest star
visible in the northern
hemisphere, takes 8.6
years to travel here to
earth. Light years that is, so the distance light
travels in one year, at a speed of 186,000 miles
per second multiplied 31,360,000 seconds per
year times 8.6 years. That equals a number
beyond my aging mathematical ability to
calculate. In addition, light particles could
encounter dark matter, loosely defined as matter
that neither emits, absorbs, nor reflects light.
According to CERN, an organization that
researches the nature of the universe, dark matter
may outweigh visible matter by up to six to
one. Yet despite these obstacles, the light from
Sirius shines in the darkness of space and neither
distance nor dark matter has overcome it on its
way to us. And that is for the closest visible star
to us. Consider those stars at the far reaches of
the universe, in all directions around us, whose
light is only an echo of their past glory, yet still
reaches us here today. Or the other sources of
light we experience every day and night.
God’s love is the light that shines in the
darkness. Nothing about time or space or
distance or dark forces can overcome it. It comes
to us from all directions and in all measures of
intensity. Sometimes we may experience that
love like the small warm candle glowing in our
hand, close and warm and personal. At another
time, it may be like the light of the streetlight,
shining in our community and we share
that experience of God’s love with our
neighbors. Other times that love
completely surrounds us, like the
sunlight when we lie on the beach at
midday. There may be times when God’s love is
like the starlight, ever present, ever persistent and
overcoming all matter of time and distance to
reach us.
Our ability to comprehend the quantity, quality
and persistence of God’s love is limited, just like

we have difficulty fully understanding the
distances light travels from stars across the
universe. But we do have a sense of those
distances and when we really stop and think about
them, they can overwhelm us with their
magnitude. May we also come to a perception of
the magnitude of God’s love for us through Jesus,
the light of the world.
~Josie Brunner
Prayer: Dear Father and Everlasting Light, we
praise Your immense and persistent love even
when we can’t comprehend its magnitude. May
we be reminded of Your love in the different lights
we see around us. They are everywhere, as are
You! When we are surrounded by light, let us
rejoice in Your love. When we are in a darker
place, help us to see even the smallest light and
feel that glimmer of Your persistent love and
remember that nothing can overcome Your love
for us. In Jesus name we pray. Amen.

November 30, 2020
Psalm 119:105
Upon reading this verse my mind
goes to the Amy Grant song, “Thy
Word”. The words say, “Thy Word
is a lamp unto my feet and a light
unto my path. When I feel afraid,
think I’ve lost my way, still you’re there right
beside me, and nothing I will fear, as long as you
are near. Please be near me to the end”. Thinking
back, I feel as though there have been times in my
life when God was there, lighting the path for me
to continue following His Word and His will for
me.
I think of how I traveled to El Salvador when I
was sixteen on my first international mission trip.
I think of where I ended up going to college, at
Susquehanna University – a school rich in the
Lutheran tradition. I think of the many other
international mission trips I went on as I studied
the Spanish language. In all of those moments, I
think God was there lighting my path and guiding
me along. There are so many more light-filled
moments that have led me to where I am today –
each one of them a gift.

I imagine if you stop and think, you would find
times where God’s light shone on your path and
led you to where you are today. Those light-filled
moments remind us that we are loved and that we
are children of God. I pray that we continue to
live in the light and help others see the light
through each and every one of us.
~Jess Umbenhauer
Prayer: Dear God, thank You for loving us.
Thank You for sharing Your light with us and
shining it on the path that You have laid out for
us. Help us to share Your light with others, so that
they may see You in us. In Your name we pray,
Amen.

December 1, 2020
Matthew 5:16
“…let your light shine before men, that they
may see your good deeds and praise your Father
in heaven.”
When I hear this verse I
always think of the
sacrament of baptism.
A baby, or sometimes a
child or adult, is
presented with a candle
and the above words are
spoken by our Pastor or Vicar. As the baby is
walked around the sanctuary, being introduced as
a new member of the Trinity family, of God’s
family, I think of the potential that child has to let
God’s light shine from within. Who knows how
many lives will be changed by the actions of this
one individual? What is our role in helping this
child develop into one who loves God above all
else? How can we, as God’s family, mold and
nourish this little person to be able to show His
love and to cause others to praise God? These are
weighty questions indeed!
A situation in my life comes to mind. One day I
was working in our office, where a conversation
was going on among other staff. I was not a part
of the conversation, merely present in the room.
All of a sudden someone used a swear word and
immediately apologized to me. I was taken

aback. I had my back to the speaker and I
hadn’t said anything or used any body
language to show disapproval, and yet,
someone had appraised my behavior over
time enough to know that I would not
approve of those words. This was over
twenty years ago, but that amazement has stayed
in my mind all this time. (Disclaimer here: I am
not perfect about using language of which the
Lord would disapprove either.)
We all have the potential to change lives by
shining our light or by hiding it from view,
placing it under a bushel as the song goes. May
we use this season of prayer and preparation to
polish up our lamps so that God’s light can shine
clearly through us and into the world of darkness
that surrounds us.
~ Joan Lincoln-Sablone
Prayer: Dear God, open our eyes and our hearts
so that we can see Your goodness in our lives and
be aware of the many blessings You bestow on us
every day. Give us the grace to share Your light
and grace with those You place in our path each
day. May our untapped potential change lives for
the better. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

December 2, 2020
Ephesians 5:8
“For once you were darkness, but now in the
Lord you are light. Live as children of light…”
On a Wednesday evening a month or so ago,
while driving home after Holden Evening Prayer,
I noticed the moon. It was full, bright, and
beaming on a clear night. Although it was bright
and shed light across the fields, it did not
illuminate the way the sun
does. That is because it is not
the sun but merely a reflection
of the sun.
It made me think that we, too,
are like the moon. We reflect.
Sometimes
we
reflect
darkness; sometimes light. The
brighter we shine, the more we

are reflecting the light of Christ
in our lives. Individually, we
cannot illuminate our world
with Christ’s light, but collectively
we can and should.
The author of Ephesians reminds us that
“in the Lord you are light. Live as children of
light—.” The 9th verse completes the thought:
“for the fruit of the light is found in all that is
good and right and true.” Do the fruits of your
life reflect the light of Christ? Are their times
when that reflection is barely visible? Certainly,
many times our hurts, selfishness, and struggles
seem to cloud over that light and we only shine
dimly.
Our daily lives should reflect Jesus’ goodness and
grace: righteousness, integrity, kindness,
gentleness, truth,
sincerity, forgiveness,
acceptance, and inclusion. Our Christian lives
should reflect Jesus’ love, humility, and patient
endurance, and our lives should blossom into
godly fruitfulness, reflecting the love of
God, in the face of Christ Jesus our Lord.
In our baptisms, our union with
Christ has brought us into the light of His
grace and truth, and the fruit of the Spirit
should be manifest in all we say and do. Let us
fully accept Christ’s invitation to walk in the light
as He is in the light, so that the fruit of His love
will be reflected in all we are, say, and do.
Let us live our lives as children of light so that the
light of the glorious gospel of grace may become
a witness to the world that we are children of God
and partakers of God’s divine nature. In short,
may we live as full moons so that the light of
Christ we reflect scatters the darkness.
~Vicar Scott
Prayer: Dear Lord Jesus, how I long to reflect the
light of Your love as I journey through this dark
world. Thank You for bringing me into the
wonderful light of Your saving grace. Please help
me to walk in spirit and truth so that I may be
used as a channel through whom Your love,
grace, healing, and forgiveness may flow to
others. In your holy name, I pray, Amen.

December 3, 2020
Psalm 27:1
“The LORD is my light and my salvation-- whom
shall I fear? The LORD is the stronghold of my
life-- of whom shall I be afraid? When evil men
advance against me to devour my flesh, when my
enemies and my foes attack me, they will stumble
and fall.”
It's easy to get sucked into a vortex
of negativity. Turning on the
evening news or conversing with a
grumpy neighbor can set you into a
downward spiral where gloom and doom is all
you can see. I could go on and on about all of the
negative things happening in the world, but that
would defeat the purpose of this entry. If there’s
one thing that I’ve learned in the past few months,
it’s that God is at work in all things. Sometimes,
we just have to squint our mortal eyes a little
harder to notice it.
For example, I can choose to be disappointed by
the fact that out-of-state friends are unable to
travel home this year for the holidays or I can
rejoice in the fact that I’ve communicated and
connected more with my best friend this year than
I have any other year thanks to FaceTime, care
packages, and old-fashioned, handwritten notes.
We can choose to be saddened by not being able
to gather in the sanctuary
safely or we can rejoice that
we are able to worship in our
large parking lot at a safe
social distance, singing at the
top of our lungs, and
receiving communion on a
weekly basis. We can choose to see rotten
bananas or an opportunity to bake banana bread.
We can choose to see cancelled getaways or we
can cherish the extra time with family, safe at
home on “staycations.”
It’s ok to grieve what has been taken from you
this year, but don’t let that be an excuse to not see
God’s light in what is going on around you. He
is in control. And when God is in control, what
do we have to fear?
~Ashley Christman

Prayer: Dear God, thank You for loving
us. Thank You for sending us Your Son, Jesus,
our Light and our Salvation. Thank You for the
many blessings You have bestowed upon us this
year. Please be with us this season as we grieve
what we have lost, reflect on what we have
gained, and look forward to the future.
In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

December 4, 2020
Isaiah 42:16
“I will lead the blind by a
road they do not know, by paths they have not
known I will guide them. I will turn the darkness
before them into light, the rough places into level
ground. These are the things I will do, and I will
not forsake them.”
The person who was supposed to write this was
struggling. Life changes of Covid-19, made life
into a struggle, dealing with work, home,
child…life was leading too easily into
depression. No worries, this was never meant to
be another burden.
In fact, isn’t this exactly what is being said in this
passage, when we are walking down a road
blindly, in places we do not know. God says that
God will turn the darkness into light, and that is
exactly where we need to put our focus…on
God’s light, so that the rough places become
more level.
Back on November 1st, All Saint’s Day, when we
tried to give Vicar Crystal a proper send off, the
heavens opened up, and it rained. The service had
just started! We read the names of the saints who
had died, and tolled the bell in the steeple, and it
was like the heavens added their tears.
But the joy in Vicar Crystal’s face as she shared
communion with people. As people said their
goodbyes, as she gave them Jesus. Masks on,
tears filling up eyes, and yet rough places were
made smooth. Saints were remembered, roses
shared, bread broken…and light scattered
darkness and the grief of goodbyes.
How else could it end, a pandemic, an internship
over without being in person, and then a

rainstorm to interrupt it all again. But JESUS was
in our midst! LIGHT SHINED! AND WE
WERE NOT FORSAKEN!
We were able to see people we had not seen in a
while. And it was good, no it was glorious! So
when we feel blind, walking down a road in the
dark, look for Jesus to bring light. And if you
cannot see Jesus, ask a Christian friend to help
you see him. He is there! And we will get
through this together. Jesus is the light of the
world!
Prayer: Gracious God, sometimes life is hard
and dark, and we feel depressed and alone.
Especially in a pandemic, when we seem to be
operating in overwhelm all the time. Show
yourself to us clearly. Turn the rough places into
level ground. Share light into our darkened lives,
and don’t stop shining until we see it. Send us
your holy angels, send people, send light. This
we ask in the name of Jesus, the light of the world.
Amen.

December 5, 2020
Luke 11:34
Admittedly,
I’m
writing this Advent
devotion after the
deadline to submit it
to the church office.
Several weeks ago
when I opened the
invitation to write
this devotion, I had no intention of putting it off.
But reality had a different plan and I’m actually
glad it did.
“The light of the body is the eye: therefore when
thine eye is single, thy whole body also is full of
light; but when thine eye is evil, thy body also is
full of darkness.”
As a teacher of information and communication
literacy, I spend a great deal of time working with
my students developing analytical skills that will
allow them to navigate the ever-changing
landscape of information dissemination. Simply
put, we work to be good stewards, producers, and

consumers of information. How does this relate
to the passage from Luke?
I believe we, as humans, are what
we consume. This is true, most
certainly, in the physical sense, but
it is also true emotionally,
intellectually, and spiritually. What
we choose to consume through reading and
watching content shapes the very essence of a
person’s character. My students and I often talk
about “curating our feed.” For those who are
unfamiliar with social media, a feed is the stream
of content we see as we scroll on whatever
platform we are using. In actuality, however, our
“feed” is much more than what is on social media.
It includes everything we choose to read, view,
watch, or listen to. This begs the question, yet
again, how does our feed relate to a biblical
passage?
2020 provides a perfect example. In the midst of
a global pandemic, social unrest, political
polarization, it is easy to get lost in the murky
darkness of information. Or perhaps it is more
accurate to say that we create the murky darkness
of information by what we choose to look at, read,
and watch. How we view the world, how we
interact with others, how we think about
ourselves is shaped by what we choose to see.
This wording is intentional… what we CHOOSE
to see. If I find myself feeling anxious, worried,
or negative, I consider what I am consuming
through my feed. More often than not, my
information consumption is the source of these
feelings. Why am I choosing to look at, read, or
watch content that creates darkness? Turning off,
tuning out, and curating my feed has led me to be
happier and more positive. It has helped me be
the person I want to be and I believe God has put
me on this earth to be.

I teach high school-aged students, the majority of
whom are females. Teenage girls face many
struggles, not the least of which is comparing
themselves to impossible standards of perfection.
Today’s youth are inundated with unrealistic

examples of what they should look like, how
many “followers” they should have, how talented
they should be. The feeds they have created for
themselves, what they choose to see, shapes their
self-worth or lack thereof. More and more of
today’s tweens and teens feel trapped in the
darkness created by what they are consuming.
When my students and I talk about curating our
feeds, many of them recognize almost
immediately that by being more conscientious
about the information they look at, their selfworth improves, their feelings of anxiety and
depression lessen, and the darkness is replaced
with a lightness that improves the quality of their
lives.
I believe this is a good lesson for all of us to learn.
What we choose to look at shapes who we are.
The next time you find yourself feeling negative
thoughts about yourself or the world around you,
consider the information you are choosing to
consume. Perhaps it is time to “curate your feed.”
~Amanda Templeton
Prayer: Dear God, give us the strength and
courage to navigate this harsh world with a
discerning eye so that we can rise above the hate
and negativity that hinders us from being the
compassionate people You created us to be.
Comfort those who feel trapped in the darkness.
Allow the light to overshine the darkness so that
all can see Your glory. Amen.

December 6, 2020
Psalm 119:130
“The unfolding of your words gives light; it
imparts understanding to the simple.”
Words matter. That’s what struck me as I read
this passage. Mother Teresa said, “Words which
do not give the light of Christ, increase the
darkness.” We can hurt and we can heal with our
words. We can tear down or we can lift up with
our words. We can promote understanding or
cause confusion with our words. Most of us grew
up hearing our parents say, “If you don’t have
anything nice to say, don’t say anything at all.”
Words matter.

Mother Teresa was a woman who spent her life
teaching others.
Her life
continues to inspire people and
her eloquent words are often
quoted. She was only eight years
old when her father suddenly fell
ill and died. Her father’s death
caused her to become extremely close to her
mother and even though they were by no means
wealthy, her mother told her that she should never
eat a single mouthful unless she was sharing it
with others. So, this was the foundation Mother
Teresa grew up with and the one that propelled
her into a life of service. One day she asked her
mother, “Who are these people that eat with us?”
Her mother responded, “Some of them are our
relations, but all of them are our people.” Words
matter.
In this time of Advent, we await the “Light of the
World.” May we welcome Him with kind and
loving words. May we greet others as we greet
Him. We are all His “People”. We are all one.
May we always remember to treat others as we
wish to be treated. May we show grace and
compassion even when we cannot comprehend
why others behave in a manner that seems foreign
to us. May we speak with the light of Christ in
our hearts. Spread the light. Spread the love.
Your words and my words matter.
~ Robin Lupowitz
Prayer: Father in heaven, help us to
show Your light and love to everyone
regardless of their gender, their
color, their religion, or their political views.
Help us to unite as one people and illuminate
Your Word with compassionate voices. Amen.

December 7, 2020
Matthew 5:14-15
“You are the light of the world. A city set on a
hill cannot be hidden; nor does anyone light a
lamp and put it under a basket, but on the
lampstand, and it gives light to all who are in the
house.”
Isaiah 9:2 tells us, "Those in darkness have seen
a great light; those who lived in a land of deep

darkness--on them light has shined." As I
wondered how to make these words of Matthew
relevant to Advent, I thought about a time when I
was young. The time was around 1944. America
had rallied to support and protect our citizens. As
a teenager, I naturally joined with my friends,
intent on helping to keep America safe.
Amid rumors of enemy subs
patrolling near our shores, we
enthusiastically took part in
practicing blackouts while our
fathers walked the streets in the
dark making sure that not even a tiny bit of light
escaped from our homes. To a teenager, it was
fun; to the adults it was serious. The blackouts
only lasted an hour or two, and we did all sorts of
things to block our indoor light to prevent enemy
spies from seeing where people lived. A knock
on our door--my father's voice calling out--"I can
see some light showing!" It taught us how hard
it is to keep light out of the darkness. [A city set
on a hill…]
When the siren signaled the end of the blackout,
we raised our shades and opened our curtains to
brighten the night. So, it is with Advent that we
look to the coming of Jesus to brighten our lives.
"Lord, the light of your love is shining, in the
midst of the darkness, shining..." (from Shine,
Jesus, Shine)
~Mary Garlin
Prayer: Our Father in heaven and all around us,
help us to be lights to brighten the lives of those
we meet with bright smiles and simple acts of
kindness. Help us to remember the message of
Jesus
as
we
shine
during
this
Advent season.
Amen.

December 8, 2020
1 John 1:5-7
"Did you see it?" asked my
neighbor from across the
street. It was a rainbow, perfectly framed, end to
end, over my house - and I hadn't seen it. It was
Monday, exactly two weeks after my husband

passed away. Coincidence? Serendipity? I don't
think so! I felt comforted, like God's light was
breaking into my anguish, like everything was
going to be all right. I think God's light is present
to all of us, in the midst of the most dreadful
circumstances if we have eyes to see it. And how
often does God put other people in our lives, like
my neighbor, to help us see His light! Thanks be
to God.
~Diane Brubaker
Prayer: Dear Father, thank You for bringing
light out of the darkness. Help us not to miss
Your light in the world around us - in the lights
of the holiday season, in the faces of our loved
ones, in kind, helpful gestures, and when we come
together rather than divide. Amen.

We are called to be nice, to be peace makers, and
to be kind to others. We are called to care for our
brothers and sisters regardless of color, sexual
orientation, age or political preference, because
we are all brothers and sisters in Christ. He is the
only light of the world and we await His return.
~Lynn Engel
Prayer: Holy Father, we ask Your help in this
mission: to arise and shine. Show us the way.
Help us to be Your light in this dark and
uncertain world. Give us eyes to see all the needs
around us, the motivation to act on those needs
and the direction to give You the glory. Amen.

December 10, 2020
Revelation 21:23
“The City has no need of the sun or the moon to
shine on it, because the glory of God shines on it,
and the Lamb is its lamp.”

December 9, 2020
Isaiah 60:1
"Arise, shine, for your light has come and the
glory of the Lord rises upon you".
When I read the verse, I can't help but
think of when I was a child and my
mother would always say, "rise and
shine" when she woke us up for school
or church. I wonder if that's where the
saying came from?
In these days of the pandemic, it is even more
important that we rise up and shine the light of
Christ in this dark world. Jesus is depending on
all of us who were baptized in His name to be the
glory of God, to be the living, breathing light of
the world. There is so much darkness in this
world, especially now with all of the strife,
unemployment, racial violence, hatred, and to
add to it, the wild fires, hurricanes and natural
disasters.
It is a very difficult time for everyone. There is so
much stress and uncertainty with no end in sight.
That is why it is especially important to arise and
shine.

My husband and I recently took our
grandson on a tour of the Wolf
Sanctuary in Lancaster County,
and one of the questions asked of
the tour guide was, “Do wolves really
howl at the moon?” Her response was, “Wolves
don’t howl AT the moon, they howl BECAUSE
of the moon.” The howling is the wolves’
reaction to the light of the moon that illuminates
their way in the dark of night. What is our
“reaction” to Jesus’ light, the light that
illuminates OUR way in the darkness? Do we
hide the light under a bushel or do we howl at it
from the mountaintops?
The light of Jesus often reveals to me
inadequacies in myself and the need for me to
continually try to do better. I believe I have a
responsibility to learn as much as I can about
things I don’t know or understand and to be open
to new ideas. I need to see the face of God in
those with opposing viewpoints, knowing that
God made and loves all of us. I need to replace
frustration, irritation, and annoyance with
tolerance, kindheartedness, compassion and
empathy. Easy to say, but not always so easy to
do.

I need to continue to take the time required to
replenish that light by striving to stay Christ
centered, through prayer, worship, meditation,
and devotions. Even in my current pandemicfilled, not-so-busy world, it’s still sometimes a
challenge to make time to recharge my spiritual
batteries. During this pandemic, I am especially
grateful for all the opportunities available here at
Trinity to safely worship, to be connected, to stay
focused and to keep the light shining.
I read of a minister in Massachusetts who
faithfully served his church for many years and
when he died, the epitaph on his tombstone read,
“He was not aware that his face shone.” If the
light of Jesus lives humbly within our hearts, it
will shine with authenticity on our faces and in
our actions.
~Nancy Flory
Prayer: Thank You for the gift of Your Son, the
Lamb of God, who guides us through the
darkness. Show us how to let that light shine
within our hearts so brightly that people will
know, through our humble actions and not just
our spoken words, that we are followers of Jesus,
the Light of the World. Amen.

December 11, 2020
John 3:19-21
This particular verse states that despite the light
that has come into the world, people love the
darkness more because their deeds are evil and
hidden. Anyone who does evil deeds does not
want to come to the light for fear of being
exposed. Those who do what is true, will come
to the light. Aren’t we all guilty of evil deeds?
Aren’t we all sinners? We hide in the shadows,
hoping to hide those deeds from God. Aren’t we
all “broken” in some way? I am reminded of one
of my favorite quotes from Ernest Hemingway,
“We are ALL broken, that’s how the LIGHT gets
in.” Wow. We are all sinners, committers of evil

deeds, sometimes even living distantly from God.
But the Light, the Light ALWAYS finds us...
even when we don’t want to be found. Even
when we live in such despair, as if we can’t be
saved, the Light finds its way in. Jesus finds us.
The darkest room will always expose the slightest
bit of light. He will find us; He will guide us, and
He will continue to love us despite our deeds.
Jesus is the Light of the World! He shines within
us all!
~Nicole Moore
Prayer: May the Lord continue to find us when
we hide, seep into our brokenness, and continue
to bless us beyond what we deserve. Jesus, You
are the Way and the Light of the World! Amen!

December 12, 2020
Isaiah 9:2
“The people walking in
darkness have seen a
great light; on those
living in the land of deep darkness
a light has dawned.”
Have any of us not felt the darkness over the past
nine plus months? With this darkness comes the
hope and promise of the light of Christ. Even
when we are struggling with the unknown, taking
a moment to breathe and issue a simple prayer for
strength, guidance, patience, and kindness helps
us to see the light. The darkness has gripped us
and turned our lives upside down and inside out.
However, the lightness has shown through with
creativity in celebrating those special moments,
reaching out to others with phone calls, cards, and
picking up groceries or other items. We have seen
the darkness; however, with the grace of God we
also see the Light.
~Deb Frei
Prayer: Dearest Lord Jesus, help us to walk in
Your light. Continue to guide us on our journey.
Amen.

December 13, 2020
Genesis 1:3-5
Then God Said, “Let there be light,” and there
was light. And God saw the light, that it was
good; and God divided the light from the
darkness. God called the light Day, and the
darkness He called Night. So the evening and the
morning were the first day.”
On reading again this very familiar
passage I was struck by wording I
had never really noticed – “the
evening and the morning were the
first day”. We tend to see the day
as beginning at dawn when light
begins to appear and ending at
sunset when light fades and
darkness appears. In reality, the day actually
begins in darkness and is several hours into being
when light appears, slowly at first but gaining
brightness as the sun comes fully up over the
horizon.
At this particular time our world seems to be
experiencing a lot of darkness, both in the spread
of a serious illness and the sense of divisiveness,
fear, anger and even hatred that seems
overwhelming.
God created light out of darkness and He can do
that again if we only let Him. Just recently I read
an article that suggests thinking of Jesus as a
lighthouse. This struck a chord. Jesus was sent
to be the Light of the World. The Lighthouse
(Jesus) can show us the way – perhaps at first as
only a tiny pinprick of light -and hope- but as we
draw closer and closer, we see a shining ray of
light. The light warns us of possible hazards and
dangers and guides us around and/or through the
dangers, giving us direction
for our lives, shining light on
difficulties we may face and
can bring us through to safety and
a sense of peace. If, like the ship,
we follow the lighted pathway.
~Judy Titter

Prayer: Dear God, sometimes in spite of seeing
the clear path, we think we know a better or
easier way, and wind up getting lost, again! Give
us the wisdom to follow the path You light for us
knowing that You will lead us safely wherever we
go. Instill in us the firm belief that we can trust
You always in all ways. Amen.

December 14, 2020
Philippians 2:14-16
“Do everything without complaining or arguing
so that you may be innocent and pure as God’s
perfect children, who live in a world of corrupt
and sinful people. You must shine among them
like stars lighting up the sky, as you offer them
the message of life.”
After reading the first six words of Philippians
2:14, I heard my mother’s voice loud and clear,
“No complaining or you’ll go straight to bed
without any supper!” I also heard my own
“mom” voice, “No arguing or you’ll get a timeout and no dessert!” If only life could
be that simple.
These verses also speak to current
happenings and the atmosphere in our
country. Disagreements addressing COVID-19,
business closings, school openings, racial
injustices, political bantering, group gatherings…
just to name a few arguable topics.
As Christians, we need to “shine as stars” during
trying times. How can we accomplish this?
Simple acts of kindness and love… phone calls,
home-cooked meal deliveries, homebound
grocery pick-ups, socially distanced visits, food
bank donations, “lending a hand” offers, and
prayers.
The words and music by Graham Kendrick in his
song, “Shine, Jesus, Shine” sums up how we
need more light in our world.
~Holly Miller

Lord, the light of Your love is shining
In the midst of the darkness shining
Jesus, Light of the World, shine upon us,
Set us free by the truth You now bring us,
Shine on me, shine on me.
Prayer: Dear Lord, thank You for giving us
Your Son, Jesus, to shine His light through
difficult times. We pray for guidance,
knowledge, hope and peace. In Your name we
pray. Amen.

these prophetic messages, and encourage fellow
Christians to do the same. His admonition to
those in his day is equally relevant and
illuminating to us today. And rooted in this
message we can be confident that a day will soon
dawn and the morning star will rise again in our
hearts.
~ The Reed Family
Prayer: Heavenly Father, regardless of the
times or season, help us to stay rooted in Your
word, confident in Your assurances, and take
comfort that the light of Your word and Your Son
will lead us to that dawn of a new day. Amen.

December 15, 2020
2 Peter 1:19
And we have the word of the prophets made more
certain, and you will do well to pay attention to
it, as to a light shining in a dark place, until the
day dawns and the morning star rises in your
hearts.
In this 21st century we probably don't
appreciate the significance of "light
shining in a dark place." There is so
much ambient lighting in our lives and
if we want more or less, we simply flip
a switch. In Peter's day light sources
were precious and few, and the sources
available lacked the convenience and
illumination we are accustomed to (think candles,
oil lamps, or torches). That said, this imagery
was probably more powerful to his audience than
to us. Or is it?
In a broader sense, darkness is not simply the
absence of light. There have been some who
refer to our current era as a difficult/dark time and
with good reason. But times of darkness are not
unique to our day. Peter could relate to times of
trial and triumph. In fact, at the time of this
writing he was likely in Rome, a time when
persecution of Christians was accepted, even
encouraged by the government. But Peter was
also a witness to Jesus' ministry and resurrection,
and he was aware of the words of the prophets
fulfilled in Jesus. During these dark days Peter
could take solace in his memories of Christ and

December 16, 2020
John 1:7-9
“He came as a witness to testify to the light, so
that all might believe through him. He himself
was not the light, but he came to testify to the
light. The true light, which enlightens everyone,
was coming into the world.”
The above passage refers to John the Baptist and
heralding the arrival of God’s Light – His Son,
Jesus Christ.
We have known His light
throughout time. His light shines brighter. His
arrival on earth is marked with the star of
Bethlehem. Its’ light leads shepherds and wise
men to His birth place. We sing about His light
as children – “This Little Light of Mine I’m Going
to let it Shine”. At Moravian vesper services a
young child sings “Morning Star, O Cheering
Sight” - “Jesus mine in me shine; in me shine,
Jesus mine; fill my heart with love divine.” It’s a
beautiful hymn sung in a beautiful candlelight
setting at Bethlehem’s Moravian Church. There

are many hymns that tell of Jesus as the Light of
the World. As I was thinking
about what to write I kept
hearing in my head the hymn
“Christ, Be Our Light”. I
looked at the song and thought
the chorus was very appropriate for
our theme.
“Christ be our light! Shine in our hearts.
Shine through the darkness. Christ be our light!
Shine in your church gathered today.”
May our light so shine in dark and troubled times
and in the good times as well.
~Cathy Price
Prayer: Dear God, thank You for Your gift of
Light, Your Son Jesus. May we show the world
God’s Light in what we do and say.
Amen.
“Morning Star, my soul’s true light,
tarry not, dispel my night.
Morning Star, thy glory bright
far excels the sun’s clear light.”

December 17, 2020
Proverbs 4:18
“The way of the righteous is like the first gleam
of dawn, which shines ever brighter until the
full light of day.”

If you have ever
traveled
the
Pennsylvania
turnpike between
here
and
Pittsburgh,
you
most likely know
that there are four
tunnels that you must pass through. Signs before
entering the tunnel direct you to turn on your
headlights, remove your sunglasses, and stay in
your lane. For me, driving through these tunnels
are what I call “white knuckle” experiences as I
grip the steering wheel and remain calm and
focused. I’m not necessarily claustrophobic, but
the tunnel walls seem to close in as darkness

descends and engulfs me. To get through these
tunnels, I stay focused and look straight ahead to
the light at the end of the tunnel. It is always with
a sense of relief when I see the small pin prick of
light far ahead of me becoming bigger and
brighter as I near it, until I burst through the end
into glorious light and sunshine, and relief, calm,
and peace are restored. The beauty of the
world is once again before me.
It is no different for us when we
experience the dark times in our
lives. They may seem never ending
and claustrophobic, filled with
sadness and hurt. We may wonder if we will ever
smile again or have our sense of peace and
equilibrium restored. But, God is with us always.
He leads us through the dark tunnels of our lives
and reassures us that we will once again walk in
the light. If we trust Him, have faith in his
constant love for us, and are patient, God’s light
will shine once again – sometimes even more
brightly than we could ever imagine. He will use
those dark times for good. Only God can see the
big picture of our lives and there is always light
in his picture.
I recently experienced a very dark time in my life.
While I was living in the darkness, God sent me
many small miracles through caring pastors,
family, friends, professionals, and selected
readings. These miracles from God were
pinpoints, beacons of light that liberated me from
the darkness. Jesus held my hand and led me
through the darkness until I emerged into glorious
and radiant light.
~Kathy Muzevich
Prayer: Heavenly Father, help us to remember
that you will always be there when we experience
the dark times of our lives. Hold our hands as you
lovingly guide us and protect us. Help us never to
lose faith in you, to be patient, and to rely on your
timing. Then, rejoice with us when the blindfold
is removed and we once again walk with you in
the full light of day. Amen.

December 18, 2020
John 1:9
March 13th, the day the world
paused. There was so much
uncertainty in the world that I was
unsure where to turn or how to
feel. I was scared, anxious and not
sure what to do. Schools,
businesses and the church
buildings closed, but not the light that came from
the church and Jesus is that light. Even though the
congregation could not be together, the pastors
and vicars found a way to bring the light of Jesus
to us. If there was a time that I needed that light,
it was now. I did not realize how much going to
church and being a part of the church meant to me
until I couldn’t go. Hearing the scriptures,
singing the hymns, reciting the Lord’s Prayer and
having a feast at the Lord’s table was taken away
in the blink of an eye. However, the light was
restored each day when I received a notification
on my phone stating, “Trinity Lutheran Church is
now live”. I looked forward every day to hear the
“ding” at noon to hear the words of the Gospel
and to listen to Pastor Bill, Pastor Jen, Vicar
Crystal and Vicar Scott’s homilies. Jesus’ light
was shining brightly even if it was coming from
my iPhone at my kitchen table. If I missed the
“ding” for some reason, I knew I could watch it
later but watching it first hand and listening to the
shout outs to the people watching
with you made you feel like you
really weren’t that far apart.
Just recently at the end of a Sunday service that I
was streaming from home, the service ended with
the Choral Benediction. This is one of my
favorite songs to sing at church. It was sung at the
end of my wedding ceremony but there are a
couple of lines that have always stuck out to me,
“May the light of God shine on us today; May it
show us where to travel, lead us back if we should
stray; May the light of God shine on us today.”
No matter how long we are apart from our church
family, Jesus will be the light that brings us

together. Just like the Motel 6 commercial, he
will always leave the light on.
~Steph Gattens
Prayer: Dearest Lord Jesus, thank You for
letting Your light shine on us today and for
leading us on. Guide us as we travel this
unfamiliar road and stay by our sides forever.
Amen.

December 19, 2020
Exodus 13:21
“By day the Lord went ahead of them in a pillar
of cloud to guide them on their way and by night
in a pillar of fire to give them light, so that they
could travel by day or night.”
One of my images of God is that of a
very bright, but warm, light. It is not a
harsh light, but a welcoming beacon that invites
you to come near and bask in its glow. Never
before, or since, have I experienced that in the
same way as I felt it one evening many years ago.
My husband, daughters and I were at a Newsboys
(Christian Rock Band) concert. There were
thousands of others there and we were all on our
feet praising God with song. My heart had been
heavy because one of my sisters was having some
health problems. She had a very large tumor on
one of her ovaries and there was high suspicion
of ovarian cancer. She had a very young daughter
and her husband is a pilot, so he is out of town
quite a bit. I was fearful, not only for her life, but
about how the logistics of taking care of a small
child would play out.
I began to pray for her and her family, and for
guidance in how to be helpful. Now, anyone who
knows me would probably tell you I am a pretty
logical, practical person. I am also a doer, more
like Martha than Mary. I am not one that is prone
to “seeing visions”.
But, that is exactly what happened. I had closed
my eyes to pray and I experienced the most
profound “vision” and emotion that I have ever

seen or felt. I saw a silhouette
of my sister and where her
belly should have been was
this wonderful, bright, but
warm and “soft” light. The
light grew and expanded
beyond her body and, despite
the presence of thousands of people around me, I
felt as if I was the only person in the room. AND,
I was filled with the most pervasive feeling of
calm. At that moment I KNEW that she was
going to be fine. I was no longer anxious and
KNEW without a shadow of a doubt that all
would be well. And it was!!!
Fast forward to about 5 years ago. My same sister
was diagnosed with a VERY aggressive cervical
cancer. While she went through hell with her
treatments, and it was extremely painful to watch
her suffer, I never doubted that she would be
cured. The same calm I felt that night during that
crowded concert filled my soul.
That vision filled me with a sense that no matter
how hard the road may appear, God will always
be that pillar of light that guides my path, and my
heart.
~Dawn Hornberger
Prayer: Loving God of Light, fill our hearts with
your warmth and our minds with your sense of
calm, confident that YOU are the Light that will
guide our paths, in this life, and into the next!
In Jesus name, Amen.

December 20, 2020
Romans 13:12
The night is nearly over; the day is almost here.
So let us put aside the deeds of darkness and put
on the armor of light
My father built the small brick house I grew up
in. Upstairs were two bedrooms, connected
by a long dark space under the eaves, used
for storage. Doors opened in each bedroom,
and we five kids used it to hide from, escape
from, or scare each other. The door in my
room and my sister’s was right behind my
bed. The only light in there was a bare bulb which

had lost its pull chain, and could be turned off
only by unscrewing it. I distinctly remember
waking up one night when I was about ten to see
a light glowing from underneath the door.
Someone was in there! I knew none of my
brothers would be up in the middle of the night,
so it had to be a burglar… or a
ghost! I was scared stiff! (Literally:
I lay rigid and quiet, afraid to
move.) I finally decided that if I
hid under my covers, “it” would never find me. I
stayed that way until the first morning light
showed me my safe bedroom and my quietly
sleeping sister. I could fall back asleep. Years
later I realize that vibrations jiggled the bulb just
enough to turn it back on, but to this day I still
have to have a cover over me to sleep, no matter
how hot I am.
Doubt, anxiety, mistrust, and worry are ‘deeds of
darkness’ we all struggle with. For some of us
they go deeper: depression, fear, panic, magnified
by the consuming darkness. But there is armor
available to us, a covering to protect us: the light
of Christ that always, always comes, just like a
new day. The gospel writers were very specific in
letting us know that the resurrection was
discovered at dawn, just as the first light was
covering the world. True light from true light!
I love this verse by Bernard Barton (English poet,
1784-1849):
“Walk in the light and
thou shalt see thy path,
though thorny, bright;
for God, by grace shall
dwell in thee, and God
himself is light.”
Even in our darkest night,
we are assured that day
will come. Grace and light
will dwell in us…all we have to do is ask!
~Dawn Fry
Prayer: Thank you, Jesus, for being the light.
Continue to shine in us and through us so others
will see. Amen.

December 21, 2020
Numbers 6:24-26
I enjoy writing my Advent Devotional every year
but this year, not so much. I am struggling like
so many others. I keep saying the advent theme
to myself “Jesus is the light of the World” over
and over and reading my scripture but still
struggling and here is why:
-COVID 19 came into our lives and as I would
get calls from nursing homes to tell me my senior
clients passed away, it made me so sad. Now
things are better and deaths are low but they are
dying mentally.
-businesses are being destroyed by rioters,
stealing items from hard working owners. Why is
this okay?
-disrespecting our flag/country/statues.
So, my daughter Katie was home visiting and we
had a conversation about my struggles and here is
what she said, “Mom I just listened to a sermon
from a pastor of a church that I went to in college
and this might help you.
Focus not on what we do NOT
know about our future, but what
we DO know. That is to embrace
God’s purpose for our life, expect this power to
provide for us, and engage with His people.
When we try to focus on anticipating what’s in
our future, it takes away from living in the
present!”
In times like these, we need our anchor who is our
Savior Jesus Christ! I said, that’s it!! That’s it,
Katie. The Lord will give us Peace!
So, I read my scripture:
May the Lord bless you and protect you.
May the Lord smile on you and
be gracious to you.
May the Lord show you his favor
and give you peace.
I realized that sometimes we learn the best advice
from our children, so just ask them.
2020 taught us that sometimes we cannot control
things and it’s okay to struggle at times, but we
do have God to give us peace.
-Diane Hammaker

Prayer: Thank you for the message that Jesus is
the light of the world where we can find peace at
a difficult time. Especially this Christmas season,
let us see the light in others through Jesus!
Amen.

December 22, 2020
Isaiah 42:6
The sidebar of our Lutheran
Study Bible for this passage asks, "Is the
unnamed 'you' (referred to in the passage) the
servant, or Cyrus, or Israel?" It offers no answer.
Could that 'you' be referring to me...to us??? Not
someone else!!!
Perhaps God has called US in righteousness,
He has taken US by the hand and kept US; He has
given US as a covenant to the people, a light to
the nations... HHMMM
God is the light that shatters our darkness. He
created the darkness so that the stars may shine.
Perhaps He has called all of us to be those stars,
to be that light that will shine through the dark
hours. As I write this there is a pandemic and a
contentious coming election. By the time you
read this, the election will be in the past, but the
issues still exist that made it contentious in the
first place and the pandemic will still be a part of
our lives for a while. We need light!
Shall we heed the call? Can we, each in our
own small way, be the light that shatters the
darkness for at least one other person? May God
grant us the wisdom and the
strength to shine through the
darkness to be a light through
our words, our actions and our
prayers.
~Linda Purdin
Prayer: Dear Lord, thank you for loving us,
thank you for calling us and holding us.
Sometimes it seems You are not there, but deep
down we know You are. Help us to be able to
discern Your presence and be that one small light
shattering the darkness in our small spot in this
big world. Amen.

December 23, 2020
John 12:35-36
“Then Jesus told them, “You are going to have
the light just a little while longer. Walk while you
have the light, before darkness overtakes
you. Whoever walks in the dark does not know
where they are going. Believe in the light while
you have the light, so that you may become
children of light.” When he had finished
speaking, Jesus left and hid himself from them.”
We live in a time when it is easy to get swallowed
up
in
darkness
and
despair. There is COVID-19
that hovers over us like a dark
cloud, causing us to change
the routines and traditions
that we hold dear. Beyond
the pandemic, there is
disagreement
and
even
violence between people over land, religion, and
government policies. In our families, there is
pain, misunderstandings, and division. But none
of this is unique to our time on this earth. Looking
back through history, as in the time of Jesus,
people have been looking for deliverance from
the darkness.
Jesus told the people that He is the light and they
are to walk in the light so the darkness doesn’t
overtake us. Merriam-Webster defines light as
“something that makes vision possible” and Jesus
told us “I am the light of the world.” In the verses
above, we are charged with action: walk in the
light; believe in the light. To walk in the light,
we must fill ourselves with the Word of God
which will transform us so that we can discern the
truth and help us to be more like Jesus, no matter
what is going on all around us or to us. To believe
in the light, we must put our trust in Jesus each
day, and not in the things of this world. In
Ephesians, we are given a similar charge:
10
Finally, be strong in the Lord and in his mighty
power. 11 Put on the full armor of God, so that you
can take your stand against the devil’s
schemes. 12 For our struggle is not against flesh
and blood, but against the rulers, against the
authorities, against the powers of this dark world
and against the spiritual forces of evil in the

heavenly realms. 13 Therefore put on the full
armor of God, so that when
the day of evil comes, you
may be able to stand your
ground, and after you have
done
everything,
to
14
stand. Stand firm then,
with the belt of truth
buckled
around
your
waist, with the breastplate
of righteousness in place, 15 and with your feet
fitted with the readiness that comes from the
gospel of peace. 16 In addition to all this, take up
the shield of faith, with which you can extinguish
all the flaming arrows of the evil one. 17 Take the
helmet of salvation and the sword of the
Spirit, which is the word of God.
There have been times in the past where I have
read through the Bible in a year from cover to
cover. It takes discipline and commitment,
especially when life gets busy, but so worth the
effort. It is one way to fill up each day with the
light of Jesus. I have already decided to make
reading through the Bible a personal goal for
2021. I hope you will consider the same.
~ Kristine Primm
Prayer: Dear God, thank you for sending Jesus
to be our light, so that we don’t have to find our
own way through the darkness. Amen.

December 24, 2020
Ephesians 5:11
Take no part in the unfruitful works of darkness,
but instead expose them.
We seek Christ, our light,
when surrounded by darkness.
Illumine your church.
The latter part of this year for me has involved
reading several books that talk about darkness
and light and that have encouraged me to seek out
God in the dark. Let me say a little more
here. There are many places throughout scripture
where God is at work or is present in

darkness. While we know Christ
to be the light of the world and
know Christ as the light that shines
in the darkness, there is a need, on
some level for the darkness, so that
the light may shine. Lighting a
candle by day, even when it brings
a light scent to the room, doesn’t shine as brightly
as it does when the sun goes down. Wearing my
headlamp for a run that begins before the sun
comes up seems much less bright when I finish
after the sun has come up. I think Jesus, as light
of the world, illuminates our lives, our church and
our world. I think Jesus, as light of the world,
illuminates the darkness that we sometimes find
ourselves in. I think there is comfort, knowing
that even though we find ourselves in dark places
or times, that light – the light of Christ – is a
reminder of God’s presence with us – always. A
reminder that while we find ourselves in the dark,
we are not alone. We are still wrapped in God’s
presence as we experience both the darkness and
the light that breaks in around us.
~Pastor Jen
Prayer: Dear God, thank You for loving
us. Thank You for Your presence in darkness and
in the light. When we find ourselves in darkness,
may we know that You are with us. When Your
light shines upon us, may we know that You are
with us. May the light of Christ shine around us,
so that we may see You at work in all places. In
Jesus’ name we pray, amen.

December 25, 2020
John 8:12
Again Jesus spoke to them, saying, “I am the light
of the world. Whoever follows me will never walk
in darkness but will have the light of life.”
Today, light a candle and place it in the room
where you open your gifts. Place it in the kitchen
as you prepare your meal. Place it on your table
as you eat. May it re-present to you the light of
Christ, the very love of Jesus, the true gift of this
day.

Christmas morning is usually a time of great joy
for most people. Unless you feel alone, or are
caught up in waves of grief, or are struggling with
health issues. This list of darkness can be longer
and include other issues. Most of us easily feel
God’s light and love on Christmas Day
as we gather with family and as we
receive presents. And most of us
receive physical signs of love which
help us to feel God’s presence, but
for others this day is much darker.
So, maybe today on Christmas
Day, we can pause to think about
those who might be struggling this day, especially
in this time of pandemic when people feel even
more isolated. Make a phone call to connect, or
remember in your prayers those feeling alone or
struggling with grief or illness. Maybe even take
leftovers from dinner to someone you know that
is without family. I am a Weiser; I cook way too
much food, and I love to share leftovers. (My
mother would be so proud!)
On this day named for Jesus, let us share Christ’s
light into the world. Let us show those who may
be feeling in the dark, that there is light and there
is Jesus. There is hope and there is life.
I pray this Advent season has helped you to see
Christ’s light more clearly, and that in that light
you have found new life in Jesus. The entire staff
joins me in wishing you a most blessed
Christmas! May Jesus’s light, love and life
continue to abound in all of our lives!
~Pastor Bill
Prayer: Gracious God, thank you for sending us
the light of Christ. We especially pray for those
who may still be feeling darkness this day
because of illness, grief, or simply being alone.
Help us to show them the love of Jesus. And help
us to celebrate and remember
the true gift of this day…Jesus.
Through the presents, the
gatherings of family, the cards
and phone calls, may we
always know of your great love
for us. May light always win
over darkness, for it is so in Jesus. Amen.

