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March 16, 2020
Dear Friends in Christ,
As I sit in my office having not had worship this past weekend, I feel sad, concerned, depressed, and
fearful for what the days ahead will hold for all of us. Robin came in first thing and said, “We could do
a Lenten devotional to help those without Facebook feel God’s love and presence in the midst of the
pandemic.” Pastor Jen said, “I can get the youth to write prayers.” I started picking verses of scripture,
and working on whom we could ask to write and respond in less than 24 hours.
I want to thank everyone who made this possible. This truly was a labor of love. And it is truly meant
to help all of us remember God’s great love for us in the midst of all of the uncertainty and fear. As
we remember just how much we are loved and live this love out with others, may we find comfort and
hope and the promise of new life in Christ. May we see Jesus each and every day of this journey we
are on. May we try to show Christ’s love to those around us, to help them make it through this time,
as well.
As I write this, it is uncertain if we will be able to have Palm Sunday and/or Easter services. I cannot
imagine not having them, but safety must come first. As one pastor wrote, “I have never done a
pandemic before…” We all will need to play it by ear. But let me say this, if you need something call
us: food, a phone call visit, a prayer, a friendly smile, a listening ear. We can be the living breathing
body of Christ during this time.
If you are able to get offerings into the church by mail, we would appreciate it. Bills are still being paid
and salaries and expenses continue, just as they are continuing for you. If finances are tight because
of no paycheck for you, let us know how we can help you. We will get through this together.

“God’s steadfast love endures forever.” –

Psalm 118

I pray that you find comfort, hope and a lot of love in the scriptures, the devotional thoughts of our
members, and the prayers written by our youth. May God be with us all as we live into this Lent and
Easter season with LOVE.
Love,

Pastor Bill

Prayer: Dear God,
Please watch over everyone in the next few days and
the coming weeks. While this is a very difficult time
for many, help people see the positives and joys that
are present each day. Help people reconnect and
communicate through phone calls, texting and social
media. Social distancing and government shut downs
are not easy for anyone, but knowing that we are
loved by our church family, friends and community
and Jesus makes these times easier, less stressful,
and less chaotic. Please care for those who are sick
and struggling, and protect those who are healthy so
that they can avoid COVID-19. Continue to watch
over us each and every night and don’t let us forget
that we are loved and remind us that we are not alone
in any of this. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.
~Nicole Davis

March 23, 2020
Psalm 143:8
“Let the morning bring
me word of your unfailing
love, for I have put my
trust in you. Show me the
way I should go, for to you
I lift up my soul.”
In the morning on my way to work, I either listen
to NPR or, if the news has just been too much, I
turn on my phone to listen to one of my Pandora
stations. I have often felt that God was speaking
to me through the semi-random first song that is
played. I do listen to a fair amount of
contemporary Christian music, but another one
of my stations is based on the music of Nickel
Creek an “American Americana” band. From
this station I first heard the song “All Will Be
Well” by the Gabe Dixon Band. This is a song
that somehow comes up when I need it
most. The following lyric seems to fit the current
time we find ourselves in (ok, not the first line,
but the rhyme is lost without it).
The winter’s cold, but the snow still
lightly settles on the trees
And a mess is still a moment
I can seize until I know
That all will be well, even though
sometimes this is hard to tell

And the fight is just as frustrating as hell,
but all will be well!
You can ask me how but only time will tell.
It may sound trite to say simply “all will be
well”, but our God loves us and will give us what
we need in this current situation. He sends love
through musicians that have no idea where their
lyrics will go. He sends love through a
congregation who gathers in new ways when inperson gathering is not an option. He will send
love in ways we can’t imagine. ~Josie Brunner
Prayer: Dear Lord, I pray that in this time of chaos
and separation that we remember to keep loving each
other, and to keep being guided by Your love. I pray
that we can find peace in knowing You have a plan
for everything and that we mustn’t worry about
tomorrow. I pray that Your love will guide us in the
right direction. As the people in our community are
separated from one another, and it may seem like we
cannot be there for one another... help us love each
other in different ways. Please help us to reach out
and to let others know that they are not alone. Help
us care for each other and give each other comfort. I
pray that we don’t lose sight of Your love and the
love that we can share. Amen.
~Paige McKim

March 24, 2020
Colossians 3:14
My passage is: And over all these virtues put on
love, which binds them all together in perfect
unity. This is a perfect time to "put on love." It is
during the most difficult times when we often see
the best in people. When strangers are thrown
together in a commonality-we are a little more
compassionate, kind and patient. I especially feel
the love all the way from Robesonia to Lebanon
during the daily prayer services held by Pastor
Bill and Pastor Jen. What a
blessing that is. I no longer
feel alone in all of this, but
feel a real connection to my
faith family. I even feel the
need to reach out to family
and friends just to check on
everyone. The love of God is
shining through, even in
uncertain times. Especially in

uncertain times. I pray that you will feel loved
this Lenten season, especially this difficult
season. And, I pray that you will show love to
those around you so that love will bind us all
together in perfect unity. Amen.
~Lynn Engel
Prayer: Oh Lord please grant me peace and health
in these uncertain days. Won't you stay always near?
May we know the warmth and light of all those that
we hold dear, even if they're far away; And if our
hearts should ache to hold our loved ones in our
arms, oh please give us the strength. Help us recall,
you too went away but to cross and death, to save us
all from harm; When we should miss our kith and kin,
please Lord would you remind? Give us a moment's
pause; for if there are those we find we miss, it's
because: You gave us folk so kind. Amen.
~Gabe Grajewski
Prayer: Dear God, thank you for loving us. Through
the difficult and confusing times, especially now, we
appreciate your love. We try to do the same back to
you. We love you! God bless you and stay safe!
Amen.
~Leah Eisenhauer

March 25, 2020
1 John 4:16-19
As the first reports of the “novel” virus made
their way onto my news feed, I mentally
shrugged and thought “There goes China again.
If they cleaned up their environment and didn’t
stress their citizens with low pay and poor
housing, they wouldn’t always be incubating
viruses! Guess they’ll have to deal with it on
their own.” Even after reading about patients
unable to breathe, overcrowded emergency
rooms and the super speed of spreading germs, I
felt that everybody was overreacting. “It’s just a
flu and will run its course.” Several weeks later,
I am humbled by how wrong and how callous I
was in my thoughts.

Jack reminded me of our good friend—younger
than us—who has
heart problems and
has had a stroke. I
thought of another
friend who has
severe asthma, and
another who had a
liver transplant and
another who has had lung damage. All younger
than me. And they are fearful. And I am now
fearful for them.
Now folks must deal with kids at home, job
shutdowns, lost wages, grocery shortages. But
it’s so heartening to see how communities are
responding: offers of food and child care,
transportation, restaurants offering food to those
in need, teachers offering online assistance. John
said “There is no fear in love. But perfect love
drives out fear….” (v.18). The loving actions I see
and hear about daily are possible, John said,
“because he first loved us.” (v. 19) What a gift!
We can respond with compassion and kindness.
It’s who we are as children of God. “We know
and rely on the love God has for us…. whoever
lives in love lives in God, and God in him”. (v. 16)
So, what can I do while I sit here at home? I can
pray, certainly, for those close and for those
around the world. I can write notes to those I
think need a reminder of how much they are
loved. I can make some meals and deliver them
(assuming I can get groceries!), or I can invite
family over and support local restaurants and
their workers by ordering takeout. I can live my
life in fearlessness because a loving God first
loved me!
~Dawn Fry
Prayer: Dear God, please put your everlasting love
especially on those who are sad, sick, especially with
coronavirus or suffering from loneliness. We ask you
to help us be grateful because you've bestowed so
many blessings upon us and help us be kind to our
neighbors, even the ones who aren't so nice to us.
Please help the coronavirus go away so people aren't
ill, athletes can earn money, and so people are not
scared or frightened. Please keep our friends and
neighbors healthy. Amen.
~Ryan Noyes

March 26, 2020
1 Peter 4:8

and grounded in the love of Jesus, as lived out at
Trinity?

“Above all, love each other deeply” are the first
six words of Peter 4:8. At first, I was very unsure
how to write about this because of the turbulent
times ahead in our world. But as I pondered this
while washing the dinner dishes, I realized it was
very simple. Be kind and care about your fellow
man. More than ever we need to love and care
deeply for one another. We need to check on our
neighbors, not just the ones next door, but the
people we work with and friends who may live
far away. We need to be kind and compassionate
to one another. I have chosen to “hunker down”
and stay home through this time, but I have been
reaching out to friends and family through texts
and social media just to say “hi. As a teacher, I
have emailed all of my students and parents to let
them know that I am there for them if they need
anything or just need to chat. We, as a world,
need to change sooner than later. We need to love
each other deeply all the time! ~Steph Gattens

People have been so thankful
for our daily devotions on
Facebook, and our streaming
of sermons. It has been one
way to stay rooted, connected,
and grounded in God’s word. This devotional is
just another way to have our roots run deep into
the strength of God’s love. Let alone the people
who have been calling one another to check in,
to check up, to make sure everyone is safe and
well.

Prayer: Dear God, thank you for loving me and
my family all the time. Please send extra love right
now to:
People who are sick, People who are hungry,
And people who are losing their jobs during this
challenging time. Amen.
~Natalie Mest

March 27, 2020
Ephesians 3:16-19
I think of the two trips I have taken in my life to
help with disaster response after hurricanes in
South Carolina and Florida. To see the debris
fields, the trees uprooted by the damaging winds
and storm surge…well, words
cannot fully describe it. I
remember seeing a Palm tree
with a 2x4 impaled through it. No
splinters, just a 2X4 going straight
through the middle of the palm tree.
How did the tree continue to stand? It
must have had pretty strong roots.
“Rooted and grounded in love,” is the image that
the author of Ephesians gives us in this passage.
How much stronger are we when we are rooted

If you are feeling alone, call the church; we can
hook you up with a caller. If you need someone
to go and get something for you, call the church;
we have people willing to help. We can do all of
this because Christ is with us, the Spirit is at
work all around us, and we are deeply “rooted
and grounded in LOVE.”
~Pastor Bill
Prayer: Dear God, thank you for helping us when
we have hard times in life. Please help those who are
struggling and watch over the people I love. Amen.
~Caden Stoltz
Prayer: Dear Lord, I know we don’t know the plans
you have in store for us in this strange time, but we
know you are standing by us always. Help us to reach
out to others and help spread your love in this time
of need. Amen.
~Teri Rothenberger

March 28, 2020
1 John 3:1
…that we shall be called the children of God;
Isn’t it amazing that we were given this gift, most
of us as infants, that we were baptized into a
church family and became children of God? I
try to count my many blessings every day. I look
at my husband and my children and I am filled
with gratitude. I have a beautiful home,
dependable vehicle, clothes over-flowing in my
closet. I am warm and well fed. I have a job I
love and more friends than I can name. I live in
a beautiful neighborhood with parks, restaurants,
and entertainment nearby. All of my basic needs
are met and then some. I imagine that most of us

can say the same. And yet, we always seem to
find something to grumble about. I have read
that we can get into bad habits in our
communication with one another in regards to
complaining. We complain about the weather or
the neighbor or a certain politician. The only
way to get out of that habit of negative
communication is to make a conscious effort to
stop complaining. I recognize that our pain is
real. We may have genuine things to be unhappy
about. Our fears today in this world of
pandemics are real. What I also see, though, is
that we have so many things to be grateful for.

Let’s look with gratitude. Let’s watch for the
sunny day or the helpful neighbor or the good
news, if you will. And the best news is that YOU
and I are children of God. He walks with all of
us, even in the darkest times. He is with us today
and he will be with us tomorrow. We are
blessed. Maybe YOU are that good neighbor
giving out love, sharing your blessings, setting
an example of love. If so, I thank God for you.
Maybe YOU are the neighbor that needs
assistance. I give thanks for you too. We come
together as a family, brothers and sisters – we are
children of GOD! xoxo
~ Robin Lupowitz
Prayer: Dear God, thank you for the people I love. I
pray to keep them safe and sound. Thank you for our
food and drinks. Thank you for friends and family. In
Jesus' name we pray. Amen.
~Sophia Oberlin
Prayer: Dear God, we are all a little stressed
because of schools shutting down and COVID-19
and other stuff we might not know. Please make sure
we all get care, those of us who are sick and those
that are not. But we all have to remember God, that
You will be there to help make our decisions. Your
love for us will make us stronger as we care for each
other. Thank you for letting us have a world full of
love and forgiveness. In your holy name we pray.
Amen.
~Leah Rosenker

March 29, 2020
Romans 13:8-10
“Love your neighbor as yourself.”
I don’t know about you, but I am feeling mighty
lonely during this social distancing time! I live
alone and Steve is locked down at his nursing
home. There is no one to talk to in my home, no
one to help with a puzzle or to play a game with.
Lord, where are You calling me in these
desperate times? How can I reach out to others
who may be as lonely as I am?
I have been using my Lenten journey path that
we made at the WELL before Ash Wednesday
and moving my little stone each day. We are on
day 18 of 40 today. I have been watching a little
three-minute video, called “Best Lent Ever”
from Dynamic Catholic each day, writing next to
my stone the theme for that day, usually about a
saint, but also some modern day people who do
good, and then journaling a short page each day.
I am listening to hear God’s voice. He seems to
be telling me to reach out to others and not to
concentrate on my own loneliness. So yesterday
I called a neighbor who lives alone and we
laughed and compared notes. Today I have
another friend in mind to contact. I may be going
through the church directory to find others who
need contact, so don’t be surprised if you receive
a call from me. I, too, would welcome calls to
be in touch.
God also calls us to love ourselves! How can you
be kind to you? I have played music (thanks,
Alexa), lit sweet smelling candles and made time
for my needlework. We also need to try to keep
in shape. I have walked the labyrinth at Epler’s
Church, and walked in my neighborhood. The
live Facebook posts from our pastors also help
me nurture myself. ~ Joan Lincoln-Sablone

Prayer: Dear Lord, this time of isolation will
end. May we all be closer to You and closer to
each other as we come out the other side of our
loneliness and separation. Keep us focused on
all the blessings in our lives, especially social
media which cuts through our loneliness. Amen.

March 30, 2020
Romans 8:35-39
School closures, businesses shutting down,
social distancing, I might have said this request
to write a Lenten Love
Devotion came at the worst
time…. or did it? I am
finally settling in to compose
my thoughts at the end of a
long day. Today was the first “flexible
instructional day” at school, and no one could
predict the events. Online conferencing,
troublesome emails from staff, questions from
parents, zillions of phone calls, a trip to school to
secure supplies, grumpy teenage boys, and not to
be left out… the dog ate the remote
control. Today was one for the books.
In this passage, we are asked what can separate
us from God’s love. Today it felt like a
lot. Replacing the Biblical words “Can trouble,
hardship, persecution, hunger, danger, or death?”
with “Can upset parents, angry emails,
disgruntled
employees,
uncooperative
technology, or grumpy teenagers separate us
from God?” The answer is a glaring
NO! Nothing, no matter how challenging, can
separate us from God’s love. I heard a reporter
on TV say that the only thing we can control with
the current situation in the world is our
attitude. Because we are so loved by God, we
can extend that love through our attitude and
actions. Despite the blemishes of today, God
was there, showing his love through the hard
work of teachers and families working together
for the benefit of children. He’s there when we
hand out food to our community families. His
love is present in the sparkling eyes of children,
listening to their teacher read them a story live
on social media. His love for us is all
encompassing; I just need to take a step back and

breathe it in. This request was just what I needed
to be reminded, as the verse states, there is
nothing in all creation that will ever be able to
separate us from the love of God. ~Nicole Moore
Prayer: Dear God, thank you for loving us. Thank
you for singing and for laughter and for friends and
for fun. Please be with all of our friends and family.
We miss you! Help us to find joy amidst the sadness
and calm amidst the chaos and uncertainty. Guide us
through new routines and new normal. Grant us
patience with one another and help us continue to
find ways to connect through you. In Jesus name we
pray, Amen.
~Charlie & Sarah McGrory
Prayer: Dear God, sometimes I am confused about
why things are happening. I miss my friends and my
teachers. Please watch over them. I miss my church
and can’t wait until we are together. Please give us
patience to put up with sisters, brothers, parents and
all those that love with us! We will be seeing them a
lot! Amen.
~Claire Lutz

March 31, 2020
1 John 4:7-12
Dear friends, let us love one
another, for love comes from God.
Everyone who loves has been born of God and
knows God. Whoever does not love does not
know God, because God is love. This is how God
showed his love among us: He sent his one and
only Son into the world that we might live
through him. This is love: not that we loved God,
but that he loved us and sent his Son as an
atoning sacrifice for our sins. Dear friends, since
God so loved us, we also ought to love one
another. No one has ever seen God; but if we
love one another, God lives in us and his love is
made complete in us.
One person can make a big difference in the
midst of darkness. I have a friend whom I met at
a previous job. I always liked her and we got
along well. After I moved on to my current job,
we kept in touch from time to time on Facebook.
But it wasn't until she posted that she was
diagnosed with ovarian cancer that we got closer.
I started visiting her, sending her cards, chatting
on Facebook, and praying for her every day. I

couldn't stand the thought of my sweet friend
dealing with this cancer that she was told was
incurable. But during these past
several years, it has become
clearer to me that my
friend has been showing
ME what love is. My friend
doesn't focus on herself and
her pain, but wants to know
how I am doing, how my
daughters are doing, and
what is going on in my life.
When I tell her something
difficult that I am dealing with, my
friend offers me a word of encouragement and a
prayer. When I dropped off Christmas gifts for
her, she handed me a shoebox filled with
homemade advent bags filled with items I would
enjoy. My friend reaches out to my daughters on
Facebook and offers them kind words of care.
My friend has been housebound for several years
and deals with the knowledge that she may never
recover from cancer, but she focuses on others.
She makes gifts to take to the other cancer
patients to brighten their day, and she makes
little gifts for the children at her church which
her mom takes to distribute. This friend has the
ability to make you feel such joy just from being
in her presence. So, you can see that while I was
working hard to try to cheer her up and show her
love and care, it was I who was receiving God's
love through my friend. I call my friend my "pink
sunshine”, because she loves to wear pink and
she is like a bright sunshine of joy to me. In the
midst of pain and chronic suffering, she shines
through with God's love to me and countless
others. It doesn't matter that my friend is
housebound and limited in the number of people
she comes in contact with, because she is making
a huge difference by offering herself where she
can.
~ Kristine Primm
Prayer: Dear Father, help all of us to open our
eyes to see where we can offer your love, your
care, and your encouragement to others. May we
be someone's sunshine today in a world of
darkness and fear. Amen.

April 1, 2020
Psalm 118:1-6
"O give thanks to the Lord for he is good; his
steadfast love endures forever."
In these strange times of being bombarded by
what to do in this pandemic and hearing stories
of people using words and actions to send
messages of hatred and selfishness... me first; I
want, therefore I take; it is sometimes hard to feel
the love of God.
We are reminded EVERY Sunday that we are
LOVED, and then this pandemic happens. We
are told not to come to church, not to congregate
with those who will love us back, to keep our
distance from those we interact with every day.
Really? Does God love us? Then, why?
I believe that this is one of those times when
we ask, "Why do bad things happen to good
people?" Well, it's happening to all of us. Isn't
that mind boggling? The whole entire world! I
believe in God's love. I believe that God doesn't
pick and choose. I believe that God grieves and
stamps his foot right along with us. I believe that
God is right there beside us, in the best of times
and the worst of times. I believe God is there to
be our support, not our problem solver.
I believe that God has put in front of us
people who show us there is love in the world in
spite of the bad times - those in the front line of
the medical field, the custodians and people
whose job it is to continually disinfect, those who
post site after site of learning apps and activities
for kids who are not allowed to go to school,
those who provide meals for people who are food
challenged in this crisis, those who go out of their
way to alter schedules, those who offer up
calming and reassuring words to ease the strain
of an altered reality, and especially our pastors
and staff who have spent much time coming up
with ideas to keep us connected. WE ARE
LOVED and therefore WE LOVE !
By the time this is being read, I pray that all
is well and we are back to "normal". No matter,
please stay safe and be kind to one another. We
need to let our lights shine, because we are loved!
That' s what this Lenten journey and Easter are
all about!
~Linda Purdin

Prayer: Heavenly Father, love is patient, and kind.
It hates evil. So, help us remember that even though
we can't be together, that we can still love each other
and be kind. Help us get through this tough moment,
and be able to escape it with our hearts still full of
love. Amen.
~Sariah Anspach

Christians, we rejoice in the midst of suffering
rather than sigh and submit to the coronavirus as
an inevitable evil. Why do we rejoice? Because,
God, through the death and resurrection of our
Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, gives us His love
through the Holy Spirit and the hope of
everlasting life in His presence.
~Jeff Culp

April 2, 2020
Romans 5:3-5
3

And not only that,
but
we[a] also
boast
in
our
sufferings, knowing that suffering produces
endurance, 4 and endurance produces character,
and character produces hope, 5 and hope does
not disappoint us, because God’s love has been
poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit
that has been given to us.
Paul is writing to the people of the church in
Rome, a people he has not yet met. He writes the
verses above over two thousand years ago, long
before the coronavirus pandemic. But, he speaks
to us of suffering which ends with God’s love.
Today many of us may be suffering, suffering
from the lack of freedom to go shopping,
suffering from the loss of freedom to eat in our
favorite restaurant, or suffering from the loss of
gathering at the WELL or attending weekly
worship at Trinity. While these sufferings are
inconsequential to Jesus’ suffering on the cross,
as human beings we still suffer in one way or
another from the coronavirus scare. The good
news is that in spite of our “suffering”, God
continues to send the Holy Spirit into our hearts
with His never-ending love. In these times of
tribulation, we need to look for God’s love. We
see it in the masked faces of health care workers,
in the eyes of Pastor Jen sharing God’s word with
us by Facebook on a Sunday when we cannot
attend worship at 108 S. Robeson Street, and in
eyes of Governor Wolf when he announces
extreme measures to flatten the curve of the virus
(measures he did not want to take). As

Prayer: Dear God, thank you for loving us. Thank
you for the beautiful sunshine. Step outside and listen
to the birds. Breathe, and feel God’s love. It is all
around. We are all in a tough time right now but
sending a simple message or calling to check in on
someone may be the best way to brighten their day!
Amen.
~Karie & Alexis Good

April 3, 2020
Psalm 36:5-9
I read this passage and closed my eyes for a
moment to think, and almost immediately in my
mind, images of the most stunning places filled
my head. The images were similar to those you
see when experiencing Soarin’ at EPCOT at
Walt Disney World. We were there last
December and rode Soarin’ for the first time with
our children. Flying over the Grand Canyon, the
deserts of Egypt, the snow-covered Himalayan
Mountains, and a stunning tropical island
showed me the wonders of the world without
ever leaving my seat. Picture each of those places
in your mind and
read this passage
again – our God’s
love is bigger than
that and reaches to
all the corners of
the earth! In the world that we live in right now,
it seems like there are a lot of other things that
are bigger than that (and even reaching all
corners of the earth), but it’s far more important
to remember that God’s love is always there.
How we can share the love that God shows to us?
I hope that you’ll take time during this season to
share God’s love with others – through phone
calls, cards, messages, and any other ways that

show your love (even when we can’t be
together). ~Jess Umbenhauer
Prayer: Dear God, thank you for loving us. Thank
you for teachers who show they love us even though
we aren’t together. Thank you for showing us your
love through hard times. Help us to find ways to show
our friends and neighbors that we care. Keep us all
safe and healthy. Amen.
~Finn & Grace Snook

April 4, 2020
John 13:34-35
I like to provide occasional
meals for my elderly family
members and a widowed
neighbor and I had just put casseroles in the oven
to bake. So, I decided to check my phone
messages and there was a message from Trinity
asking if I could share a time when I saw love at
work in my life. The first thing that popped into
my mind was all the love and caring I received
during my difficult cancer treatments three years
ago. Friends and relatives helped me in so many
loving ways. They took me to the hospital for
chemotherapy and spent hours trying to cheer me
up with games, lively conversations and prayers.
They provided my husband and I with meals,
visits, telephone calls and they sent positive
messages in “thinking of you” cards, and
Christmas carolers in my driveway. The list of
loving and caring could go on and on! Today,
during this trying time of a world-wide
pandemic, we all need to be there for each other
in whatever loving ways we can, from “meals on
wheels” to “checking up on you” phone calls to
“picking up groceries” for a neighbor. As Jesus
said in John 13, “and now I give you a new
commandment: love one another. As I have
loved you, so you must love one another. If you
have love for one another, then everyone will
know that you are my disciples.” Let us all be
disciples by showing our love with kindness and
support! It means so much. In my prayers!
~Holly Miller
Prayer:
Dear God, thank you for your love and
the ability to communicate with each other in

different ways during this separation. In this time,
it’s easy to feel lost, confused, and alone. Remind us
of your love and light, as we can’t take this journey
by ourselves. Be with our friends and family and help
those who are sick. In your name we pray Amen.
~Emma Lutz
Prayer: Dear God,
Thank you for a loving family because we can’t be
around other people and you need someone to talk
to. My family takes care of me and that makes me
feel loved. Amen.
~Sidni Templeton

April 5, 2020
1 Corinthians 13
“. . . And now abideth faith, hope charity, these
three; but the greatest of these is charity.”
(King James version).

The Lutheran Study Bible translates this as:
“And now faith, hope and love abide, these three;
and the greatest of these is love. The differing
words are charity and love. If you look at the
definition of charity you will see these words are
interchangeable.
Charity the highest form of love, signifying the
reciprocal love between God and man that is
made manifest in unselfish love of one's fellow
men. When I was in college there was a saying
around the campus “Charity begins at home”.
Because we were a small women’s college, we
never had the resources available to us as the
larger
colleges
and
university around us. We
felt we needed to help
ourselves because no one
else was about to help us.
We did and we have
survived and are thriving.
Now during Lent and a COVID-19 pandemic,
we need to show our charity/love at home and
our church home. Each of us needs to take time
to share our love/charity with those around us. It
does not need to be much, because a drop of
love/charity goes a long way and begins a ripple
effect. Before you realize it, there will be a
love/charity all around us.
~ Cathy Price

Prayer: God help us to spread your love and
charity one drop at a time. Beginning with each
of us at home and eventually spreading
throughout the world. Amen.
Prayer: Heavenly Father, thank you for loving us.
Your love never fails, it never gives up, and never
runs out on us. Your love for us is unconditional and
I pray that we can mirror this love to everyone
around us, especially in trying times of doubt and
separation. We pray that everyone, including
ourselves, who are lacking love and faith right now,
will be fully submerged in Your great love, whether
it be through spending time with Your Word or the
community around them. Use us to spread Your love
to everyone we meet, so that Your Glory can shine
through in any darkness they may have in their lives.
In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. ~Nick Lagerman

April 6, 2020
Matthew 11:28-30
Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy
laden, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke
upon you, and learn of me; for I am meek and
lowly in heart; and ye shall find rest unto your
souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is
light.
Oh, how this scripture speaks to me! We are all
so busy and life is busy all around us. We often
feel a heavy burden to try to do EVERYTHING
in very tight timeframes. Now is the perfect time
to attempt to slow down and just BREATHE!
Give a quick prayer of thanks for the love you
feel from those around you. While this is not the
same emotion we shared during 9/11, it is a time

once again for us all to pull together. If we all
take just a moment to smile at someone (yes,
even that complete stranger at the grocery store
or the gas pumps), you may be giving someone
that little ray of sunshine to get them through
their day.
In this time of uncertainty, it is good to share
with others your feelings and even more
importantly, to listen to others’ perspectives and
concerns. I am seeing friends on Facebook
reaching out and asking who needs help and
others chiming in to say how they could possibly
help during social distancing. Plus, many
organizations are providing services and ideas to
make this time a little easier for all of us to
maneuver.
My Mom fell recently and was in the hospital for
about a week. Her birthday occurred during the
hospital stay. While that certainly isn’t a fun
birthday, there were two things that were so
simple and gave her a little bit of joy. I tried to
bring in flowers from my garden. Those
daffodils are just full of sunshine and make you
smile. Lo and behold, there are restrictions at the
moment; so, I couldn’t take them into her. I took
them back to the car and took pictures to share
with her. Mom loved the pics! The nurse came in
as I was sharing the pictures and said, “Send me
the pictures, I’ll print them out.” She came back
shortly with the pictures and some tape to hang
them in Mom’s room! While I was there, her
lunch tray came up with a surprise personal cake
that the nurse arranged! Sometimes it is just little
things that can make the tough times easier.
So, stop and enjoy some nature, read a book,
watch a movie, tell some stories while looking at
pictures, put a puzzle together, maybe even just
pause and do nothing. And don’t forget a phone
call to check on family, friends, and neighbors.
God will take our burdens, so we may rest our
souls.
~Deb Frei

Prayer: Dear God, thank you for loving us. Loving
us so much so that we can feel it every day. Help us,
in this time of need, to feel the love of others every
day as well. We pray that they feel our love too.
Thank you for creating the moon, so that we can see
it from anywhere around the globe in the night sky.
Be with those the moon shines on in China, Italy, and
Iran, as they have suffered the most. Be with us when
the moon shines on us. Let it be a reminder that our
loved ones see the same moon whether they are a few
miles away or across the ocean. Let it be our comfort.
And if the moon is not enough... thank you God for
technology. Amen.
~Livi Grajewski

April 7, 2020
Matthew 22:37-39
In this time of social distancing, we have been
advised not to go to social outings, however we
are still able to call and check on friends and
families of our congregation. We are called to
“love thy neighbor”. This doesn’t mean only to
visit. We can pick up the phone to call and check
on someone with a weakened immune system, or
an elderly individual or couple. We can go to the
store and get their much-needed medications or
groceries. Remember, some of our church
family members are on fixed incomes and are not
financially able to buy or manage large quantities
all at once. I really feel that during a crisis, this
family of faith will always overcome adversity.
This family always does its best to come to the
aid of our neighbors. During difficult times, it
seems as though we are all able to reach out to
those in need; we never worry about political
views, ethnic backgrounds, beliefs or financial
status. My prayer is that
each of us is able to do this
all the time. We need to
come together and love one
another, just as Christ loves
each of us for the person we
are. We are called to love
one another, not just during
hard times, but always. If
you are able to love thy
neighbor during difficult
days, try to do it always. As Christ loves us…
~Sue Rhoads

Prayer: Dear Heavenly Father, please watch
over the family of Trinity, and keep them safe.
Help them to see that loving thy neighbor is
honoring You, and loving You, just as You love
each and every one of us every day. Amen.

April 8, 2020
John 15:9-10
Recently I was
asked to babysit
two kids for most of a Saturday while their
parents attended work related events. Even while
I’m at college, a request like this isn’t abnormal
and I accepted, knowing it is always a challenge
to keep little ones occupied for extended periods
of time in their own home. (I sincerely pray for
all parents navigating social distancing right
now.) Luckily, the family was gracious enough
to leave me car-seats which meant, after the
workout of installing them, I was able to take the
kids to a play-center and then out to lunch. While
ordering lunch, I got meals for both kids and the
women behind the counter smiled at me asking,
“…and what can I get for Mom?” This wasn’t the
first time someone had made that assumption and
it never bothers me when it happens. At the time,
I was more concerned about the spunky five-year
old I had with me who, I was sure, would
immediately correct our kind server. To my
surprise, she looked up at me and began giggling,
grabbing my leg and saying, “Mommy”.
There have been many times I accidentally
confuse people who don’t know me, referring to
little ones I watch as ‘my kids’. While I’m well
aware babysitting is nothing close to parenting,
I’d like to think I love them as much as a nonparent is able to. For many of these kids, I’ve
been present for big life moments, watching
them grow, struggle through tough periods and
celebrate important milestones. The best part of
getting home from college is always being
tackled by hugs out front doors or in a pew on
Sunday mornings. Except this week, that didn’t
happen. This week, in an effort to keep people
safe and healthy, I don’t get to hug ‘my kids’ and

the fact of the matter is, I
don’t know when I’ll
get to do that again.
I started this devotion
this morning, ruminating
in some self-pity, missing
‘my kids’ and reading the
scripture over and over again. “As the
Father loved me, so I have loved you. Remain in
my love.” It struck me that the love of the Father
doesn’t stop moving. As He loves His Son and
He loves us, so we are loved and called to love
those around us. We are to remain in His love,
not by remaining still, but by keeping His
commandment, moving into the world to be that
love for others. So, I paused writing the devotion
and now at the end of the day I have letters
written to over twenty kids including cutouts of
my hand print (“healthy-high-fives”) reminding
them each how loved they are. God’s love
doesn’t stop moving through me because I can’t
hug them in person. God’s love doesn’t stop
moving because so many of us are stuck in one
place. God’s love doesn’t stop moving because
the walls of the church are empty. God’s love
finds new ways to move in us and through us if
we allow ourselves to break that stagnation and
be moved. ~Rosalie Brunner
Prayer: Good and gracious God, in times of
uncertainty and worry, may we remember that it
was you who loved us first. May we live in that
love knowing it is meant to be shared. Help us to
keep it moving in us and around us and through
us to a world in need. In your name we pray,
Amen.

April 9, 2020
John 5:12-17
Love…SO MANY ways to show, give, receive,
and share it. Yet, it’s not really tangible. You
can see it in the interactions around you, but for
the most part, you FEEL it.
This first week of ‘social distancing’ has given
me all the feel-good moments I could possibly
imagine. I know it has been a difficult week and

there are difficult weeks to come but, wow, the
love for others is coming out everywhere with
people going above and beyond…People
breaking rules and thinking outside the box to
care for others.
Here are just a few of my warm fuzzies from this
week: families spending their time together
packing emergency boxes for the Food Pantry;
neighbors offering to run errands so our elderly
and compromised don’t need to navigate stores;
co-workers covering shifts for those with kids
that now need to be home; sharing resources
online to keep kids entertained (and distracted);
businesses sending emails to say we are cleaning
our stores and will take care of our customers and
employees; a church staff sitting together to try
to come up with ways to continue to care for its
flock.
Love…it’s all around you. You can just feel it.
~Chris Kennedy
Prayer: Dear God, thank you for loving us. Thank
you for food and a house. Thank you for people who
are taking care of kids while we aren’t in school. We
know they love us. Please be with our grandma and
people who are caring for others who are sick doctors and nurses. We are glad that they show love
through what they do at their jobs. Help us to show
love to people in our house, our neighbors and
everyone in our community. All we need is love (and
to wash our hands). Please watch over our Trinity
family and keep us safe and healthy. In your name we
pray. Amen. Love, Emma and Greyson Umbenhauer

April 10, 2020
Psalm 86:1-7
As the social distancing started, I was in
Nashville visiting one of my best friends (who I
have known since kindergarten), and her
husband. We kept tabs on what was happening
around the country and the world. We kept tabs
on the different closings and hearing about the
fear people were feeling. We kept tabs on the

recommendations
for
social distancing. While
we kept tabs, we still
explored and enjoyed
our time together. We
had
wonderful
conversations.
Conversations
where
love was at the heart.
Conversations about loss, about our faith, about
the future, and those conversations were only on
the first day.
During the following days we kept track
of the news, and I started to question whether I
would have my flight home. In the middle of that
conversation, my friend’s husband, who I have
met only a handful of times, for maybe a few
hours each time, adamantly said that if flights
were cancelled, they would road trip and drive
me back to Pennsylvania. He was offering to
drive 12 hours each direction to make sure that I
would get back home. While I was feeling
stressed, trying to figure out if and how to
rearrange my trip, I received this gift of love.
Love from friends, who are basically family, that
they were willing to help in any way they could.
~Vicar Crystal
Prayer: God, thank you for loving us. Thank you for
giving us the ability to love others from a distance
during this time of social distancing. Please help us
to keep in touch with loved ones in our community by
phone calls and social media. Please make those in
need feel your love. Amen.
~Lindsay Kline
Prayer: Psalm 18: 1-2 “I love you Lord, my
strength. The Lord is my rock, my fortress, and my
deliverer; my God is my rock in whom I take refuge,
my shield and the strength of my salvation, my
stronghold.”
Right now, families are being quarantined because
of COVID-19, schools are closed, we can’t
participate in our sports, and we are separated from
friends. People are losing jobs, being separated
from loved ones because of health concerns, and
some are even dealing with illness themselves. I pray
for the people that are struggling during these
difficult times, especially those that don’t have any

loved ones to turn to. Help us to all find ways to love,
support, and be there for each other. It is in times like
these that we need to put our faith in God to help us
through this experience and then become stronger
because of the experience. Amen.
~Emily McGonigle

April 11, 2020
Revelation 21:3-7
Can I write a story about love this Lent? I could
probably write dozens, but let’s stick with one,
the one that just happened and is continuing to
happen. After talking about this Lenten
devotional, I offered to text some youth, young
adults and some parents of younger kids to see if
they would be willing to write prayers to add to
this devotional. The response has been
resounding. This community of faith is
AMAZING! There are parents talking to kids
right now about love and how to pray about
it. There are youth home from school who texted
me almost immediately with a YES and a
heartfelt prayer. Gosh, I can’t tell you how
much the love flows through texts, emails and
phone calls when there is an urgent
need. Friends, there is hope. Friends, there is
love. God is at work in our world today and
every day: through those of us who are worried
and those of us who feel okay right now, through
those of us who are spending time at home and
those of us who are headed out to work. I hope
you feel God’s love surrounding you right
now. If not, go back and read some of those
prayers again. They come from the hearts and
souls of amazing people in our congregation and
community. Feel the love in your heart and
home this day. Take time to pray these prayers
together. Post them around the house, share
them in texts and cards to others. Share the
abundant love that surrounds us this Lent.
The love of God is in our hearts and our homes,
God, let us feel this love.
~Pastor Jen

Prayer: Dear God, Thank you for keeping our
friends, family and loved ones safe and in your care
through the monstrosity of the world, because we
know that you love us no matter what even if we are
sick and you will provide for us when we run out of
toilet paper. Keep us in your heart and your care,
Amen.
~Tyler Davis

I pray you can live into God’s great love this day!
Even if we are separated…Love has won the
day! Live into love! Share love with others!
Christ is risen! He is risen indeed!
~Pastor Bill
Prayer: Heavenly father,
Thank you for this day. God, keep us safe and healthy
in this time of uncertainty, and remind us that we are
all in this together. Thank you for always showing us
your everlasting love, and reminding us that your
plan and grace will lead us out of the darkness. In
Jesus’ name, Amen.
~Madison Fisher

April 12, 2020
Matthew 28:1-10
The first line that shrieks out at me from this text
this day is, “So they left the tomb quickly with
fear and great joy…” There is a lot of fear, and
little joy as I write this. Knowing this could be
the Easter message for all of us, or hearing words
and music on a phone from a live stream…but
not being all together, not seeing the butterflies,
the empty tomb, the flowers. But when we pause
and think about that first Easter, the disciples
were in fear hiding behind a locked door. They
had seen Jesus die on the cross, and laid in the
tomb, and they were hiding in case they were
next. People locked behind closed doors, living
in fear…sound familiar?
And yet, the Easter story is the most telling story
of God’s love. Jesus dying on a cross and rising
to new life, so that we will not die, but have life
eternal with Christ forever. Christ is risen! He
is risen indeed! God’s love lived out some 2000
years ago, but made new for us this day in Jesus.
So, I guess we can have fear and great joy at the
same time. We can have hope and yet be living
in despair. We can even be locked behind closed
doors due to a pandemic, and still know that
“GOOD NEWS of GREAT JOY” is breaking
into our world. How do the words to that Easter
hymn go, “Jesus is risen and we shall arise! Give
God the glory! Alleluia!”

Prayer: Dear Lord,
For love, yes.
For love that is permanent, yes.
For love that is radical
and confuses our neighbors, yes.
For love that knows us intimately, yes.
For new ways of showing love
in these uncertain times, yes.
For love felt from afar or over phone calls or through
windows or across borders, yes.
For love that we can’t get away from,
that is unshakable, yes.
For love that is greater than
we can ask or imagine, yes.
For love that is and has been and is to come, yes.
For love in the form of Your Son, yes.
Yes, and Amen.
~Makayla Lagerman
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