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Paul Sloan and his wife, Kathryn, started Small Vines
Viticulture in 1998 (and his own label shortly thereafter)
with little more than a dream. He wanted to see biodynamic
practices take root in California. Having started his career in the
wine industry as a sommelier, Paul knew that Europe held the
key to his education as a winemaker. "Great wines are made in
the vineyard," he says. So off he went to France, pruning shears
in hand, to learn about winemaking from the perspective of the
land. Many of Paul's grape growing contemporaries insisted that
his theories wouldn't work in California. Turns out, he's proving
them wrong.
YOU PLANT VINES MUCH CLOSER TOGETHER
TO OTHER VINEYARDS.
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WHY DO THIS?

My inspiration came from Domaine de la Romanee-Conti which
was the most profound wine I had ever tasted; so, I started
paying a lot more attention to the Burgundy region. A lot of Old
World grape growers space rows of vines about a meter apart.
It's only been 13years for us, but there are a couple of things that
we see happening by planting this way. One is that the root system of the vine develops in a dramatically different way. Roots
don't want to share space with one another. When they start
interacting they emit enzymes, and the root system branches off
from there. You end up with a vine that has a denser root and is
more efficient at pulling up nutrients and moisture.
The other thing is that wine makers are choosing to harvest
these grapes when they're a degree and halflower in brix (sugar
content). They're picking on flavour. Stylistically, that means
that the alcohol is going to be lower. You're getting the concentration in the fruit and in the wine, and natural acidity.
HOW MANY CASES DO YOU PRODUCE PER YEAR?

Currently, we bring in enough fruit to produce approximately
1000 cases. After selling off most of the pressed wine, we end

up with about 650 cases. If we were to use all of the fruit from
every vineyard under lease, we could go to approximately 4000
cases. That would be about 1200 cases of Chardonnay and the
balance being Pinot Noir. Will we go to that level? Our lO-year
plan is probably in the 3000 case range. As we continue to grow
I'm trying to put the right people in the right places and treat
them well so that they stick around for a long time and learn
and grow with us.
WHAT DO YOU LIKE TO DO IN YOUR SPARE TIME?

My favourite thing to do is spend time with my wife and my
children. We love the great outdoors. Surfing is probably at the
top, just getting out and having fun, snow skiing, rock climbing,
mountain biking, the list goes on. I'm an avid outdoors sportsman. Hunting and fishing are the way we like to feed our family,
living off the land as much as we can. [!]
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