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Garage Sale at Watertown Savings Bank to benefit Literacy of Northern NY 
 
For a second year in a row, the generous employees of Watertown Savings Bank are organizing 
a garage sale to benefit Literacy of Northern NY. We are continuing to collect items for the 
event so please consider donating. You can drop items off now to our office or starting May 19 
before the event you can start dropping them off, by appointment, to Watertown Savings Bank 
on Clinton Street in Watertown. Contact us for details. We are a small nonprofit operating on a 
very tight budget so this fundraiser is important to us.  
 
We need volunteers to help during the event. We particularly need volunteers around 2 p.m. to 
help us pack up leftover items, which will be donated to the Urban Mission. Call the office at 
315-782-4270 if you can help.  
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Cheddar Cheese Festival, Adams, NY 
Saturday, July 13, 10 a.m. – 4 p.m.  
 

We are staffing a booth at the Cheddar Cheese Festival as part of our fundraising plans. Board 
Members Denise Brownell and Denise Randall, are creating a tree with lottery tickets for us to 
raffle off. We hope to obtain other items to raffle.   
 
We need volunteers to help Denise, Denise, and LNNY employees to staff our booth and sell 
raffle tickets. Call the office if you can help: 315-782-4270. 
 
 
 
 
New Reading Tutors  
 
LNNY welcomes Stacie Wilson, Richard Matarese, 
and Jean Gianfagna to the program. They took the 
in-house Basic Reading tutor training and 
completed the course on April 10. Stacie is already 
working with a student on reading skills.  
 
 
 
 
Upcoming Major Changes in Math and Reading Assessments 
 
As of July 1, we are required by the NYS Education Department to switch to a more rigorous 
reading and math assessment called TABE 11/12. The new assessment is a much better 
predictor of how someone will do on the high school equivalency exam, which over the years, 
has become a more difficult test to pass. If you have been working with a reading or math 
student, then your student was previously given the TABE 9/10 reading and math assessment. 
We will continue to posttest students with at least 30 instructional hours this fiscal year using 
the TABE 9/10 until June 30. 
 
Any student who stays in the program after July 1 must be tested on TABE 11/12. We will be 
phasing in TABE 11/12 from now until June 30. All new students will be tested on the new 
exam. 
 
There are major changes to the TABE 11/12 test. There are no accommodations such as extra 
time. The reading section has two parts and the math section has only one part. This new exam 
is longer than the previous assessment. All students are required to complete a locator test, 
which indicates which longer reading and math exams they need to take. 

New reading tutors, Richard M., Stacie W., and Jean G. 
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The locator takes 75 minutes for students to complete, which is much 
longer than the 25-minute locator we have used in the past. The reading 
sections for the easy, medium, and difficult levels of TABE 11/12 consist of 
two, one-hour exams. Our lowest level readers have to do a 35-minute 
reading exam, followed by a one-hour reading exam. The math section 

takes another 75 minutes. All in all, it is going to be a lot of testing for our students, and a lot of 
time for our staff to administer.  
 
We want to make the transition as easy as possible for students who continue in our program 
for the next fiscal year, which begins July 1. The staff has been working on strategies to 
implement this new test. During the next three months, we will contact students to talk about 
the new test and set up times for testing. We will likely do the testing over at least two sessions 
with each student, and probably more than that for some. 
 
All students who are in our program are required to have a valid assessment so if someone 
refuses to take the TABE 11/12 exam, they will be exited from our program.  
 
News from the Fort Drum ESL Classes 
By Amy Christofferson, Program Assistant 
 
Spring has finally arrived in the North Country and Fort Drum! Our Fort Drum ESL classes 
continue to welcome new faces to both intermediate and beginner classes.  Some of our 
beginner students ventured out in the cold and enjoyed the Fort Drum Maple Days pancake 
breakfast and maple tour at the end of March.  Both classes have been focusing on lessons in 
health and wellness, finding work in the U.S., grammar, and theme-based topics.  We have a 
great group of students who continue to progress and learn together. 
 
We are looking forward to the warmer temps so we can explore our local community and put 
our language skills to the test! 
 
 
“Breaking of the Matzah” in English Class 
 
Tutor and Board Treasurer, Marilyn Wekar, shared 
matzah bread in her ESL class. Marilyn also explained 
Passover and its traditions to her students.  

The broken piece signifies the poor man's bread and 
symbolizes the little amount of food a poor man has. 

 
 
 

From the left, Minako, Ruth, Ping, and Mina 
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A Surprise Guest at our Watertown English Class 
 

Meatball, the puppy, came along with Tim (pictured at left) to 
Deborah’s ESL class at the beginning of April. Tim has been in the 
program off and on for several years. Although he has moved 
away, he comes back to class when he has a day off and is in the 
area. On this particular day, Tim was taking Meatball to Rochester.  
 
For many students, ESL class is more than just a place to learn. It is 
a place where students can socialize and enjoy each other’s 
company. For someone who is new to this country and struggling 
to learn the language, and doesn’t know many people, the social 
aspect of class is just as important as learning to speak and 
understand English. 
 

 
Success Stories 
 
We learned recently that Jamarrah, a teen mother from Watertown who came to our program 
to improve her math skills, has passed the high school equivalency test. Adults with a high 
school diploma or its equivalent are eligible for many more jobs and employment training 
programs than those who do not have one. 
 
Juliet, a Dexter resident who passed the high school equivalency exam in December 2018 and is 
currently attending Jefferson Community College, will be featured on handouts listing success 
stories from local nonprofits in the upcoming United Way campaign. LNNY is a long-time 
partner agency of United Way of Northern New York. United Way funding makes our success 
stories possible.   
 
Jason, a Watertown resident, has improved his math skills by four grade levels since he started 
working with his tutor, James Baker. He has been working on algebra and the staff feels he will 
soon be ready to take the high school equivalency exam.  
 
Paulina, a native of Slovakia, improved her English language skills by two levels and is taking 
online college classes. 
 
Clara, who has studied English at our Fort Drum classes for the past 2.5 years and has improved 
several language levels, she has obtained a job as a substitute teacher’s aide for Jefferson-Lewis 
BOCES. Clara is a native of the Dominican Republic.  


