St. James Evangelical
Lutheran Church
May 12, 2019
Fourth Sunday of
Easter
Worship every Sunday
10:45 AM

Welcome
We welcome all visitors who come to worship with us today.
We are delighted that you have come to share in the prayer
and praise of our Lord and invite you to return and add your
voice to ours in holy celebration. If you have a special need or
prayer write it on the prayer card in the pew rack and place it
in the offering plate. Before you leave us today, we ask that
you please sign our guest book.

Pastor: REVS. SCOTT & CAROL CUSTEAD
Church Organist/Choir Director: PATRICIA MCCONNELL
Administrative Assistant: Tim Surkovich

ALL LITURGY AND MUSIC RIGHTS RESERVED
REPRINTED UNDER AUGSBURG FORTRESS LITURGIES LICENSE #31114
REPRINTED UNDER ONELICENSE.NET #A-723225

St. James Mission Statement: To make disciples of Jesus Christ through Word
and Sacrament by the Holy Spirit.
Announcements: If you cannot read the hymns, you can turn to the hymn
in the red ELW hymnal in the pew racks.
Prelude:
Ave Maria
Franz Shubert
(We take this time to silently prepare our hearts and minds for worship)
PLEASE STAND
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the
presiding minister begins.
In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom
no secrets are hid. Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of
your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your
name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
With honesty of heart, let us confess our sin.
An extended silence may be kept.
Merciful God,
We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We
have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have
done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake
of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and
lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the
glory of your holy name. Amen.
Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake,
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the Church of
Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of
all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

We Gather
*GATHERING SONG:

Savior, like A Shepherd Lead Us
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*GREETING:
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.

*PRAYER OF THE DAY:
P:

Let us pray.
O God of peace, you brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus
Christ, the great shepherd of the sheep. By the blood of your
eternal covenant, make us complete in everything good that we may
do your will, and work among us all that is well-pleasing in your
sight, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen

We Listen to the Word
First Reading:

Acts 9:36-43

A reading from Acts.
36

Now in Joppa there was a disciple whose name was Tabitha, which in Greek
is Dorcas. She was devoted to good works and acts of charity. 37At that time
she became ill and died. When they had washed her, they laid her in a room
upstairs. 38Since Lydda was near Joppa, the disciples, who heard that Peter
was there, sent two men to him with the request, “Please come to us without
delay.” 39So Peter got up and went with them; and when he arrived, they took
him to the room upstairs. All the widows stood beside him, weeping and
showing tunics and other clothing that Dorcas had made while she was with
them. 40Peter put all of them outside, and then he knelt down and prayed. He
turned to the body and said, “Tabitha, get up.” Then she opened her eyes, and
seeing Peter, she sat up. 41He gave her his hand and helped her up. Then
calling the saints and widows, he showed her to be alive. 42This became known
throughout Joppa, and many believed in the Lord. 43Meanwhile he stayed in
Joppa for some time with a certain Simon, a tanner.
The word of the Lord
Thanks be to God.

PSALM

23

1

The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not be in want.

2

The LORD makes me lie down in green pastures and leads me
beside still waters.

3

You restore my soul, O LORD, and guide me along right pathways for
your name’s sake.

4

Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall
fear no evil; for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they
comfort me.

5

You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; you
anoint my head with oil, and my cup is running over.

6

Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life,
and I will dwell in the house of the LORD forever.

Solo:

“Grace”

Second Reading:

Bob Hench
Revelation 7:9-17

A reading from Revelation.
9

After this I looked, and there was a great multitude that no one could
count, from every nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages,
standing before the throne and before the Lamb, robed in white, with
palm branches in their hands. 10They cried out in a loud voice, saying,
“Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne, and to the
Lamb!” 11And all the angels stood around the throne and around the
elders and the four living creatures, and they fell on their faces before the
throne and worshiped God, 12singing,
“Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom and thanksgiving and honor
and power and might be to our God forever and ever! Amen.”

13

Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, “Who are these, robed in
white, and where have they come from?” 14I said to him, “Sir, you are the
one that knows.” Then he said to me, “These are they who have come out
of the great ordeal; they have washed their robes and made them white in
the blood of the Lamb.
15
For this reason they are before the throne of God, and worship him
day and night within his temple, and the one who is seated on the throne
will shelter them. 16They will hunger no more, and thirst no more; the sun
will not strike them, nor any scorching heat; 17for the Lamb at the center of
the throne will be their shepherd, and he will guide them to springs of the
water of life, and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.”
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

*GOSPEL:
The Holy Gospel according to John.

John 10:22-30

22

At that time the festival of the Dedication took place in Jerusalem. It
was winter, 23and Jesus was walking in the temple, in the portico of
Solomon. 24So the Jews gathered around him and said to him, “How long
will you keep us in suspense? If you are the Messiah, tell us plainly.”
25
Jesus answered, “I have told you, and you do not believe. The works
that I do in my Father’s name testify to me; 26but you do not believe,
because you do not belong to my sheep. 27My sheep hear my voice. I
know them, and they follow me. 28I give them eternal life, and they will
never perish. No one will snatch them out of my hand. 29What my Father
has given me is greater than all else, and no one can snatch it out of the
Father’s hand. 30The Father and I are one.”

The Gospel of the Lord.

Sermon

We Respond to the Word
*Hymn of the Day:
Next Page

The King of Love My Shepherd Is

ELW 502

*Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of Intercession
Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all people
according to their needs.
(Petitions are offered for the Church, the world, the nations, and all who are in
need.)
….Lord, in your mercy, Hear our prayer.
(after final petition)
Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your
mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

*Sharing of the Peace

P
C

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.

We Offer Our Gifts
Offertory:

*Offertory Hymn:
(next page)

Cell Me Thine Own

Create in Me a Clean Heart

F. Halevy

*Offering Prayer:
Blessed are you, O Lord our God, maker of all things. Through your
goodness you have blessed us with these gifts. With them we offer
ourselves to your service and dedicate our lives to the care and
redemption of all that you have made, for the sake of him who gave
himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord.

C:

Amen.

Lord remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:

*The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

We Are Sent
*Blessing
The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face shine on you
and be gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and give you
peace. In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

*Sending Song:
(next page)

Sing with all the Saints in Glory

*Dismissal
P: Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God!
*Postlude:

Postlude in G

Scotson Clark
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Sing with All the Saints in Glory
1 Sing with all the saints in glory,
sing the resurrection song!
Death and sorrow, earth's dark story,
to the former days belong.
All around the clouds are breaking,
soon the storms of time shall cease;
in God's likeness we awaken,
knowing everlasting peace.
2 Oh, what glory, far exceeding
all that eye has yet perceived!
Holiest hearts for ages pleading
never that full joy conceived.
God has promised, Christ prepares it,
there on high our welcome waits.
Ev'ry humble spirit shares it,
Christ has passed the eternal gates.
3 Life eternal! heav'n rejoices:
Jesus lives who once was dead.
Shout with joy, O deathless voices!
Child of God, lift up your head!
Life eternal! Oh, what wonders
crowd on faith; what joy unknown,
when, amid earth's closing thunders,
saints shall stand before the throne!

*Announcements*
IN THE CASE OF A PASTORAL EMERGENCY,
In the event of a Pastoral Emergency, please contact Pastors Scott & Carol Custead
Phone: 814-254-3072 Email: scustead@atlanticbb.net or ccustead@atlanticbb.net

The church office email is stjamesaltoona@gmail.com The church’s
website is www.stjamesaltoona.org
On Facebook—St. James Lutheran Church—Altoona, PA

REMINDER AND IMPORTANT

BULLETIN ADDITIONS MUST BE SUBMITTED NO LATER THAN
TUESDAY AT 10:30 AM.
For corrections, please contact the church
office secretary Tim Surkovich, I’m in the office
Monday-Thursday 9-1.
****IF AN ARTICLE FOR THE KIRCHENBLATT CANNOT BE
SUBMITTED BY THE 15TH OF THE MONTH, PLEASE CALL AND
RESERVE A SPACE FOR YOUR ARTICLE SO THAT THE
KIRCHENBLATT CAN BE FORMATTED AHEAD OF TIME TO
PROVIDE SPACE FOR ALL THE CONGREGATIONAL NEWS.****
The Altar Flowers are in memory of
David Manbeck given by his loving
wife Shirley Manbeck and friend.

BULLETIN DEADLINE
COUNCIL MEETING
CHOIR REHEARSAL
WELCA MEETING
BULLETIN DEADLINE
KIRCHENBLATT ARTICLE DEADLINE
CHOIR REHEARSAL
WELCA SUNDAY WITH DINNER
BULLETIN DEADLINE
CHOIR REHEARSAL
BULLETIN DEADLINE
CHOIR REHEARSAL
COUNCIL MEETING
CHURCH PICNIC
LUTHERAN DAY AT THE CURVE

MAY 7TH 12 PM
MAY 7TH 6PM
MAY 9TH 7 PM
MAY 11TH 10 AM
MAY 14TH 12 PM
MAY 15TH 12PM
MAY 16TH 7PM
MAY 19TH
MAY 21ST 12 PM
MAY 23RD 7PM
MAY 28TH 12 PM
MAY 30TH 7 PM
JUN 11TH 7 PM
JUN 23RD 11 AM
JUL 28TH 4 PM

NO COUNCIL MEETINGS IN JUNE AND JULY
NO SWEETS AND TREATS IN JULY AND AUGUST
NO POTLUCK IN JULY AND AUGUST

Happy Mother’s Day
For every female in the congregation the
church is giving you a Marigold in honor
of Mother’s Day. After service please pick
yours up in the back of the church.

Our Prayer List:
Tim Surkovich

Joe Yanke

Marlene Leonard

(Names for inclusion on our parish prayer list can be submitted to the church office. The
name will remain on the list for one month. At the end of that period please advise the
church office, if you would like the name to be continue for another month.)
Those serving in our military
Graystone Manor//Bellmeade
Presbyterian Village in Hollidaysburg:
Robert Civils
Patti Green

Allegheny Lutheran Home:
Janet Kauffman

In their own homes:
Deborah Manbeck
Glenn Dell
John Wiederkehr

SWEETS AND TREATS
THE FIRST SUNDAY OF
EACH MONTH.
OUR NEXT SWEETS AND
TREATS IS JUNE 2nd
Sponsored by:
Michael and Lori Savino

* We are always looking for volunteers to sponsor Sweets and
Treats. If you’re interested there is a sign up sheet in the Sunday
School Room. Your support is appreciated!

WELCA SUNDAY
May 19, 2019
10:45 AM
Members will be participating in the Sunday Service.
Pastor Carol will be providing music with her guitar.
A Catered Dinner will also be served that day at 12 PM
Please come and join us for the service and a meal!
Everyone is invited!

WELCA’S SUMMER LUNCHEON
June 8, 2019
Time/Place: TBD
Our Summer Luncheon is in the planning stages. We will once again be
asking for children’s swimsuits and beach towels so we can donate
them to United Way /Family Services. In advance we are asking
members to help us out by donating to this worthwhile cause. We will
have a set up in the vestibule of the church to place these items. We
will continue this until our summer function which will take place June
8th. Remember everyone is invited to attend and to participate in this
function.

CHURCH PICNIC
Planning for the church picnic has begun. You can use the
sign up sheet on the stand in the narthex or on the foyer
bulletin board. Or use the sheet on the next page.

Church Picnic will be held June 23, 2019 at Highland
Park, Pavilion #1

St. James Evangelical Lutheran Church
1407 Eighth Avenue
Altoona, PA 16602

814-944-6835
stjamesaltoona@gmail.com
www.stjamesaltoona.org

