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Director’s Message 
We are excited about the events and programs we will 
residents this year.  The A.I.R.R. program hosted the 
Unified Art Show earlier in the month and the students 
presented their art work at the Black Box Theater in Old 
Town Conyers.  Registration has started for the spring 
sports such as youth flag football and youth baseball.  We 
will be cheering on the 15 & Under basketball team at the 
State district tournament.  On February 7th, we will be 
presenting our first arts and cultural program of the year, 
Princess and the Pea, Y'all" Puppet Show at the Rockdale 
County Auditorium.  
 We are also excited at the activities planned for Costley 
Mill Park.  We started a campaign encouraging residents to 
use the park with holiday lights during the winter months 
with Lights at Costley Mill illuminating the park during the 
December weekends.   The event was the first outdoor 
holiday event at a Rockdale County park and it was made 
possible with the cooperation of several County 
departments and sponsors.  The evenings were filled with 
cool temperatures and each night the guests enjoyed the 
festivities and entertainment with friends and family.  
 Mother Nature bought in a unseasonal rainfall in 
December and now we are ready the blooms and warm 
weather.  We are prepared to host bridal parties at the 
chapel and gazebo starting in the spring. The Rockdale 
Tennis Center is a scheduled site for tournaments and 
plans are in the works for teaching tennis to disabled 
individuals.  We are always open to provide services and 
reservations.  Just call us and we will be ready to assist 
you! 
Sue Sanders 

UPDATES, EVENTS AND MORE 
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Calendar of Events 
 
 Parents Night Out: Touchdown Party February 1  Johnson Park 
 “Princess and the Pea, Yall” Puppet Show February 7  Rockdale Auditorium 
 Date Night Drop Off Valentine Party  February 8  Johnson Park 
 Winter Camp: AIRR Adults    February 11-15 Johnson Park 
 Tennis Apprentice Follow-up Clinics  Feb 11-Mar 18  Rockdale Tennis Center 
 Tennis Apprentice Follow-up Clinics  Feb 13-Mar 20 Rockdale Tennis Center 
 Tennis Apprentice Follow-up Clinics  Feb 14-Mar 21 Rockdale Tennis Center 
 Valentine’s Pageant & Talent Show  February 14  Senior Center 
 Friday Night Valentine Social   February 15  Rockdale Tennis Center 
 Winter Break Camp (AIRR & Mainstream)  Feb 18-22  Johnson Park 
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Lights@Costley Mill powered by:  
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Second Annual Unified Art Show at  
the Paula Vaugh Black Box Theater 

The Paula Vaugh Black Box Theater in 

Olde Town Conyers, artists were on 

hand to show off their masterpieces to 

guests at the Unified Art Show on 

January 15, 2019.  Over 40 parents and 

students including the Rockdale County 

Public Schools (RCPS) Superintendent 

Dr. Terry Oatts people were in 

attendance for the awards presentation. 

The artists are members of the AIRR 

Therapeutic program and RCPS 

students were presented with 

participation ribbons.  The event was 

sponsored by Rockdale County Parks & 

Recreation in conjunction with the 

Conyers Rockdale Council of the Arts.   
Karolyne Bell, Therapeutic Recreation Supervisor,  
Shelli Siebert, Director of Conyers Rockdale Council of 
the Arts, Dr. Terry Oatts, Rockdale County Public 
Schools Superintendent, and Ricky Monroe, 
Therapeutic Recreation Leader. 
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Departmental County Games Overall 
Champions 

Amazing Race Winners  
 

1st Place- Technology Services Team 1 
(Vickie Gipson, Bruce Paterson & 

 Elizabeth Anthony) 
 

2nd Place- Juvenile Justice  
(Maureen Wood, Julia Garcia &  

Stephanie Graves) 
 

3rd Place- RDOT/Recreation  
(Claire Harris, Reggie Carter &  

Andre Springer 
 

4th Place- Technology Services Team 2 
(Rick Edwards, Deborah Jackson, &  

Ginger Wages) 
 

County Games Overall Champion  
(bragging rights for a year) 

Juvenile Court 
 

Iron Woman/Men 
(Employees that participated  

in the most events) 
 

Vickie Gipson,   
Reggie Carter & Andre Springer 
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Rockdale County Tennis Center 

Cardio-tennis classes will be returning to 

the Rockdale County Tennis 

Center (RTC).  Assistant Office 

Manager Nicole Springer is 

recently received the Level 1 

certification as a Cardio-Tennis 

Instructor. She will become a 

cardio-tennis instructor. 

Nicole, who already has 

certifications as a fitness 

instructor and life trainer, she has 

added the cardio tennis certification to 

coincide with her passion for tennis. The 

RTC is currently developing cardio-tennis 

classes for implementation 

after the first of the year.  For 

those members who have 

been anticipating the return of 

cardio-tennis to RTC can 

check for the class schedules 

on the Rockdale County 

Tennis Center Facebook 

page, the county website or 

they contact RTC directly at 

770-278-7251 for more 

information. 

Rockdale County Tennis Center’s poster child Cherysh 

Henry has been invited to attend the Patrick Mouratoglu 

Tennis Academy In Nice France to train.  Mouratoglou is 

Serena Williams coach and runs the largest tennis train-

ing facility in Europe.  

Tennis Center Manager Larry Graham has been coach-

ing Cherysh since the age of 8.   

 

At the age of 10 she 

was the #1 player in 

Georgia in the 12 & 

under divisions as well 

as being the #1 player 

in the South in the 12 & 

under divisions. She is 

currently 13 and playing 

in the 16 & under divisions.  

Congratulations Cherysh! 
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Approximately fifty players participated in  
the Rockdale County Tennis Center’s  
Turkey Smash Social on November 16, 
2018.   Players used a shortened round 
robin format which allowed them to play a 4 
game no ad set and then switch partners. 
According to the Tennis Center Manager 
Larry Graham, “It turned out to be an 
overwhelming success.” There was a 
drawing and a prizes was given to the player 

who accumulated the most points while 
playing with different partners. Ryan Aycock 
and Susan Norton won $25 Publix gift cards 
in the drawings.  Jay McInerny won the 
grand prize and received a $125 tennis bag 
donated by Tecnifibre USA. 

Rockdale County Tennis Center 

A message from The Tennis Center Manager Larry 

Graham — 

This one of our Tennis Apprentice participants who won 

an essay contest entitled 

sponsored by USTA Southern. In her essay she 

detailed how her family (she, her sister and two nieces) 

and decided to take up tennis to improve their overall 

health. As a result of her involvement, along with other 

changes in her personal habits, she has been able to 

relieve herself of the burden of a supplemental oxygen 

unit and her overall health scores have shown 

significant improvement. She won a special 

Pamela Bigelow, Rockdale County Tennis Center 

Apprentice received a Kevin Anderson Dunlop 

racquet (valued at $200.00). Bigelow won an essay 

contest sponsored by the United States Tennis 

Asociation Southern organization.  In her essay 

entitled, “Road to Perfection”, she detailed how her 

family (she, her sister and two nieces) and decided 

to take up tennis to improve their overall health. As 

a result of her involvement, along with other chang-

es in her personal habits, she has been able to 

shed the burden of a supplemental oxygen unit 

and her overall health scores have shown signifi-

cant improvement.   
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“RAPP will offer at risk youth equitable 

access to the arts,” says Sue Sanders, 

Director of Rockdale County 

Recreation and Maintenance.  “We are 

equally excited about the partnership 

with Rockdale County Juvenile Court 

to provide a quality cultural art 

program that will encourage the 

positive development of our youth.”     

Rockdale County Recreation and 
Maintenance is thrilled to announce it has 
received a Vibrant Communities Grant from 
the Georgia Council for the Arts (GCA). These 
funds will support the Rockdale Arts and 
Performance for Prevention (RAPP). RAPP is 
a unique arts and culture program that was 
created as a joint effort between Rockdale 
County Recreation and Maintenance and 
Rockdale County Juvenile Court.    
  “We are proud to once again be able to 
award the Vibrant Communities Grant to 78 
entities in 52 counties across the state,” said 
Georgia Council for the Arts Executive 
Director Karen Paty. “This grant program 
seeks to advance art projects that support 
non-profit organizations, government 
entities, colleges/universities, libraries and 
schools in their efforts to present cultural 
opportunities and arts experiences in their 
communities.”   The Georgia Council for the 
Arts awarded 78 entities in 52 counties 
nearly $300,000 in funding. GCA received 
100 applications from libraries, schools, arts 
centers, cities, historical societies, 
community theatres, Boys & Girls Clubs and 
more.   
  “RAPP will offer at risk youth equitable 
access to the arts,” says Sue Sanders, Director 
of Rockdale County Recreation and 
Maintenance.  “We are equally excited about 
the partnership with Rockdale County 
Juvenile Court to provide a quality cultural 
art program that will encourage the positive 
development of our youth.”    Youth will use 
music, drama and dance as a creative force to 
bring attention to community problems and 
provide alternatives to crime activities.  The 
RAPP program will engage active listening, 

“Rockdale County Recreation and 
Maintenance Awarded Vibrant Communities 

Grant For A Performance Arts Program”  

problem solving, anger management exercises and 
promote positive behavior for youth under 17 
years of age.  The grant funding will support 
professional dance and drama instructors and 
provide theatrical supplies.  At each session, 
participants will be provided tools by trained 
instructors that will culminate into a full theatrical 
performance to be held at the Rockdale County 
Auditorium.  
  Following the National Endowment for the Arts 
(NEA) precedent, the Georgia Council for the Arts 
used Peer Review Panels to adjudicate 
applications. These panels included fellow 
professionals who are experienced in the arts 
discipline or type of grant being reviewed; or are 
Georgia citizens with a record of involvement in 
arts activities, experience, and knowledge.  
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Contact Us 

Rockdale County Department of  
Recreation & Maintenance 
 

Sue Sanders 

Director  

 

Andrew Hammer  

Deputy Director of Recreation &  

Maintenance 

 

Jason Redmond 

Deputy Director of Parks & Recreation 
Operations 

 

Susan Morgan 

Senior Services Division Manager 

 

Stacy Sutton 

Fleet Services Division Manager 

 

Ciji Baker  

Animal Control Division Manager 

 

 
 
Sharon Newsom 
Marketing, Communications and  
Tourism Manager 
Sharon.Newsom@RockdaleCountyGa.gov 
770-278-7225 
 
 
Contributors:  Karolyne Bell 
     Larry Graham 
     Jasmin Springer 
      
 

To register for events and activities, call 

770-278-7529.   

Senior  Services 
 
Rockdale County residents 60 years 
and older can get information about  

ongoing events and activities to be involved in.   The 
Olivia Haydel Senior Center is located at  1240 
Dogwood Drive, Conyers, 30012. 

 
Office: 770-278-7230 
 
Upcoming events include the Senior Talent Show 
scheduled for February 14, 2019.  Also, on the 
Valentines day the Valentine Court will be presented.  

Rockdale County Recycling Center 
Does recycling really affect home waste?  

Yes, between 60% and 75% of all home synthetic waste 

can be usefully recycled, providing all the benefits as 

detailed above. As participation in home recycling 

increases, there are more resources available for reusing 

these materials, like new manufacturing, which also 

lessens the load on waste disposal.  

The Rockdale County Recycling Center is located at 1200 

Sigman Road NE, Conyers, 30012  

Office:  770-785-6883  

Hours of Operation: Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday & 

Saturday  from 8am—5pm and Thursday  from 9:00 

am—6 pm.  

Animal  
Control 
 
A pet adoption will be 
held from 9:00 am– 1:00 
pm on February 16th at  
the Rockdale Animal Control 

1506 Rockbridge Road 
Conyers, Ga 30012 

 
Office: 770-278-8403  


