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When You’ve Run Out of Words
By Rev. Dr. Warner M. Bailey, Parish Associate
How do you make meaning when you run out of words? How do you reach out and unburden yourself when
your thesaurus is empty? The enormity of what you are struggling to communicate overpowers your ability to find
the right words to convey that burden.
It is strange and unnerving to discover, suddenly, that you have run out of words. However, these are highly
unusual times. You only have to listen intently, and you will hear all sorts of people talking about running out of
words to talk about the impact of a multilayered concatenation of traumatizing shocks upon the fabric of our common lives.
I only have space for one example from the Miami-based national syndicated columnist Leonard Pitts. Early
in the summer of 2020, he put his finger on it.
We are living through a year without historic parallel. Or maybe it’s more accurate to say it’s a year with too
much historic parallel. It’s like a mashup of history’s greatest hits, 1918 (the flu pandemic) meets 1929 (the
Great Depression) meets, well…take you pick: 1943 (uprising in Harlem over police brutality); 1965 (uprising
in Watts over police brutality); 1980 (uprising in Miami over police brutality); 1992 (uprising in LA over police
brutality), to name only a few. Any one of those—a pandemic, a depression or an uprising—would define a
pretty tough year. This year has given us all three at once. And it’s only June….People are exhausted, angry,
on edge, exhausted, frightened, frustrated, exhausted, confused, troubled and exhausted.
Exhausted, crushed. Subjected to such a constant hammering, what words can you reach for to tell about
how you are feeling, what you are thinking? There aren’t any, Pitts goes on to say, offering instead the encouragement to watch professional sports, in this case, basketball. Seriously,
Because here’s the thing: In this angry, edgy, frightening, frustrating, confusing, troubling and exhausting moment, I’m sure I speak for more than just myself when I say that I need to scream at a number that’s only a
score, not a death toll, need to groan over something that’s only a missed free throw, not a vanishing 401 (k).
…We are all bent under a load of this singular, awful, year.
While space allows me to cite only this one example, I’ve heard enough to convince me that when it comes
to talking about being a victim of white supremacy, or a victim of systemic lying, or a victim of cultural betrayal, we
can run out of words. Groaning is all you have left when you’ve run out of words to express “this angry, edgy, frightening, frustrating, confusing, troubling and exhausting moment.”
Groaning comes out of a spiritual crisis where one has lost control of one’s self because the structure of
meaning which has functioned to make sense of one’s self has collapsed.
From the New Testament, the perceptual awareness of one’s self as a child of God, being one with Christ, is
shattered when we find ourselves publicly shamed and abandoned, a situation where the very support of the true
self is undermined. The emotions you would ordinarily use to talk about being a child of God, in communion with
Christ, are stripped away. These pillars which underpin a structure of meaning have now been demolished. The emotion of groaning carries the burden of being unhinged from what supports your view as a beloved child of God.
________________
Pitts, “The Distraction of Basketball Might Be Just What We Need,” Fort Worth Star-Telegram, June 19, 2020.
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January Birthdays

Run Out of Words -- continued
Any release from the bonds of groaning will proceed from trust the Lordship of a crucified-resurrected
Jesus. By means of the wrenching cry of the crucified
Jesus, (Mark 15:37) God joins in solidarity with all who
find themselves transfixed in screaming rage. On the
cross, God collapses the distance between the abandoning God and the one who is groaning. The astonishing
and provocative message at the heart of Christian faith is
that God’s utter identification with the extremes of human suffering is so that God’s victory, in resurrecting Jesus, over all that reduces humans to groaning, catches up
with new life all persons who have been pummeled.
God makes the very circumstances designed to
grind humans down into submission become the context
for experiencing the very thing they were designed to
subvert. God so radically identifies with the human and
spiritual cost of being devalued in order to redeem humanity from the pits. Thus God proves that God is ultimately reliable, and that humans can take hope—even in
darkest despair and screaming rage—that God’s intentions for humanity will prevail.
Our voices, however inarticulate, do carry integrity and reality. Our groaning is an authentic meeting
place for us and God. In that meeting, God is attentive to
our groans, and we are affirmed as competent actors.
Worship engages trauma at where it affects us at
our deepest levels. The hurts, the dashed hopes, the
dread, the rage of our collective psyche can be ventilated
and embraced in the mysterious rendering through worship of the crucified-resurrected Jesus. Worship is a psychic moment wherein a suffering one recognizes that she
in her most inarticulate rage is embraced by the crucified
Jesus who brings her into his power field of stamina and
freedom.
In sum, in coming into this communion with the
crucified Jesus, the worshipper brushes up against the
field of eschatological power in resurrected Jesus. Within
the field of this power one becomes aware of new possibilities, resulting in spiritual renewal, even to someone
who persists in rage, and bringing the promise of a redirection of the energy of that rage into visions of life and
for its flourishing.
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Pegie Frazier

Jan 16
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Sign Up Now! Tarrant County COVID-19 Vaccination
Click on the link to sign up for the Tarrant County COVID-19 vaccination:
https://tcph.quickbase.com/db/bq3q4uet8

MEET OUR NEW OFFICERS
The Nominations and Communication Committees would like to formally introduce more of our officers-elect.
-- continued from the Dec.18 issue of Sentinel.

Deacon-elect to be ordained and/or installed January 24, 2021:
As stated in our Manual of Operations, “The Board of Deacons of St. Stephen Presbyterian Church in Fort Worth exists
to serve our congregation and community, we shall, as instruments of God’s grace and healing, minister to their spiritual, physical and emotional needs by presence, praying, listening, acting and rejoicing. We strive to fulfill our calling
by caring for one another as Jesus Christ cares for us.” Our Deacons serve three year terms.

Debra Nyul: Debra tells us, “Born and raised on the East Coast, I earned my BA in Biology from Wellesley College and

worked in Boston for several years before moving to Texas with my husband Paul. After earning an MA in Psychology, I
worked in mental health services first in Corpus Christi and then for Tarrant County’s MHMR. My work in various nonprofits began while raising sons here in Fort Worth. Public schools, historic preservation, and green space protection are
important to me.
Among personal interests, music and singing top my list. Our Nyul family home is anchored by the piano, littered by
sheet music, saxophone cases, guitars, and alive with sound when all the team is home – husband, and two sons studying
on opposite coasts. With loved ones scattered around the country, St. Stephen is our church family in Texas.
We started attending St. Stephen after moving to Fort Worth in 1996. Initially, we joined because of the music ministry. After one of our first Sunday services, we were greeted by Dick Spencer – a longtime member – who invited us to
join the choir. We gave it a shot and were soon welcomed by the former Music Minister, Mark Scott, and his dedicated
team of singers. We knew within weeks that we had found our new church home and decided to become members.
Beyond being a 24-year Choir Member, I’ve served on two committees – acting as Chair for the search team that interviewed candidates for our current Organist/Director of Music Ministries.
Paul and I have been the recipients of care and friendship at St. Stephen especially during the busy years of raising our
sons. It is an honor to be asked to serve and give back to church and community. “

***********************
Elders-elect to be ordained and/or installed January 24, 2021:
The Elders or Officers of the Session are nominated by the Church-Wide Nominating Committee and shall be elected by
the Congregation in a regularly constituted meeting (G7.0302). The Session is responsible for the mission and government of the Church. It therefore has responsibility and power as delineated in G- 10.0 102 of the Book of Order.

Bill Curtis:

As only Bill can say, “I have been married to Janell for 40 years. We have two girls, Crystal and Catherine. I repeatedly flunked French at FW Country Day, but am now an executive at a French software company. For more see https://
www.linkedin.com/in/bill-curtis-bab9985/. Like the wicked, sinning children of Israel wandering the desert, I too worship a calf
- BEVO. I have been a member of SSPC for Life + 9 months. I joined to avoid spankings. Church-related positions I have held in
the past include serving as ruling elder, president of 9th grade Fellowship and as Barelytone in youth choir. I decided to accept
this opportunity to serve again because I needed an extra year to complete some work on the Personnel Committee.

Roger Davis:

I grew up in a small town in the “rust-belt” and “snow-belt” of northeastern Ohio. I received my undergraduate degree from Miami University, Oxford, Ohio and my law degree from The Ohio State University. I work at Fidelity Investments in Westlake. I lived in Columbus, Ohio for over 20 years and was active in the Overbrook Presbyterian Church in Columbus. At Overbrook I was also an Elder as well as Clerk of Session and chaired two pastor nominating committees. Before moving to Texas, I worked for several years in Washington D.C.
In non-pandemic times, I enjoy travelling to different parts of the US as well as to the UK and Europe. I also like to garden
and enjoy following the Ohio State Buckeyes. I have two brothers (one in Ohio and one in North Carolina) and a sister in Florida. My partner, Tim, died in 2015. During the pandemic I have been working at home and have had the capable assistance of
Bella, my 16 year old Tuxedo cat, who enjoys interrupting Zoom calls with her meows.
I started attending St. Stephen in 2014 and became a member in 2015. I was attracted to St. Stephen by the traditional worship service as well as the thoughtful preaching and wonderful music program. After my first visit I felt at home and I love my
SSPC church family. I have served a term as Elder at SSPC as well as serving on the Worship Committee since 2017. Currently I
am a Co-Chair of the Capital Campaign. When I was growing up, my mom and dad as well as my grandmother were always
serving the church in some way or another, so part of my desire to serve is just natural. I also enjoy serving the church in
whatever capacity I am called to do so, and find that it is a great way to get to know other members of the church. But more
than that, I feel serving in the church is just a small way of using my time and talents to help further God’s Kingdom on earth.”

- To be continued in the next issue of Sentinel
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Mission in Action:
Sack Lunch Program
for

Presbyterian Night Shelter
Our work for our homeless friends continues. Here’s the tally
of what St. Stephen has provided since March through
January 5:
 Over 25,600 meals -- Amazing!
 297 Shirts - 87 Pants - 69 Sweaters - 78 Coats
 28 blankets
 254 towels
 199 twin fitted sheets
 522 face masks also provided!
 156 cold weather items (scarves has, gloves)
More Cold weather items needed:
 Adult Coats - Sweaters - Sweatshirts
 Hats - Gloves - Scarves
 Blankets
 Hygiene kits
Additional items needed:
 Bath towels & twin fitted sheets (new or gently used)
 Men’s shirts (all sizes and types)
 Men’s pants/jeans (sizes 28, 30, 32, 34)
Weekly food needs:
 Peanut butter, any size
 Jam, any flavor (32 oz or larger) store bought only
 Granola/ trail mix bars, any variety (left in original packaging, unopened.
 Cookies (e.g., Nabisco, Keebler, No homemade— left in
original packaging, unopened.
 Potato chips (or Doritos, Cheetos, or similar) in individual
packages of approx. 1 oz.

Parking lot pickup / drop off - Tuesdays 1:00-1:30.


Prayer Requests
Current Needs
Babs Sloan
Member
Lynette Larmour
Mother of Bill Larmour
Michael Wadley
Member
Bee Ingalls
Member
The family of Aidan Berg
Members
Craig Bender
Member
Corinne Breshears
Daughter of David & Mimi Andrews
Carolyn Cleveland
Sister-in-law of Barbara Finch
Mike Hoagland
Brother of Mary Howington

Members with Long-Term Needs
Beezie Cooper
Dale Henderson
Melissa Philips
Barbara Urquhart

Pegie Frazier
Natalie Hubbard
Barbara Rinker

Family & Friends with Long-Term Needs
Willie Chisum
Anne Bailey
Sandra Wheeler
Christine Rosenberg
Sherri Galvan
Vicki Archer
Madison King

Husband of Kitty Mitchell
Sister of Warner Bailey
Sister of Darlene Myatt
Sister of Cherie Wheeler
Friend of Teke Walters
Sister of Barbara Clinkscales
Grandson of Booty Jones

Member Death - Jimmy Goldsmith
Jimmy Goldsmith died December 29, 2020 at the age of
94. A member of St. Stephen for 64 years, his last visit
to the church was January 28, 2020. Rest in peace, dear
friend!

Our volunteers will take it from the passenger side of your
vehicle.
 Your monetary donations help cover the costs of the
lunches. Designate your donation for PNS Meals, or
donate online via the St. Stephen website.
Our thanks again to all our donors, packing teams and sandwich makers who pull these items together every week. Questions? Mike Tyson mike_tyson@sbcglobal.net or Matt Loynachan matt.loynachan@tx.rr.com.

LOTE and Morning Glories
meet via Zoom on the 3rd Monday of
the month.

Next meeting - Jan. 18 at 6:30 pm.
Contact Mary Howington to join (817) 454-4031.

Henry Hash
Jim Mallory
Ethel Sanderson

Fritz and Jimmy
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Christian Education Children & Youth

Beth Fultz, Director of Christian Education

817.875.9704 cell

Youth Sunday— MLK Weekend;
Service Written Collectively by Warner Bailey, Beth Fultz,
and 2021 Youth Elder, Becca Dehn!
The pandemic era has prompted the Church Staff to rethink
when to have Youth Sundays and Children’s Sabbath. Last year,
the staff agreed that the Youth would take the responsibilities of
Martin Luther King, Jr. weekend with a theme of diversity. We
hope that you join us for Youth Sunday, January 17, 2021, 11:00
a.m. and discuss our themes against prejudice.
Chloe Harris
Sara Walters
Joseph Lincoln
Elizabeth Walters
Madeleine Gil
Elena Gil
Pastor Warner Bailey
Becca Dehn
Katherine Walters
Violet Ervin
Katherine Walters
Eli Polly
Emma Swartz
Alexa Swartz
Sam Meyn
Elena Gil
Madeleine Gil
Susanna Meyn
Sam Meyn

Participants:
Greeting / Benediction / Pr. of
Illumination
Prs. Adoration, Confession,
Assurance of Pardon
Old Testament Lesson
Epistle Lesson
Gospel Lesson
Gospel Lesson
Sermon—“The God of the
Ungodly” / Communion
Aff. of Faith/Communion Elder
Moment for Mission
Moment for Mission
Invitation to Discipleship
Invitation to Discipleship
Pr. of Intercession
Pr. of Intercession
Benediction
Cello Solo
Violin Solo
Vocal Solo
Flute Solo

Youth Mission to Navajo Friends;
School Supplies and Masks!
During the months under the pandemic, the
youth have researched ideas for opportunities
to serve. In September, we re-contacted our
Navajo friends under Pastor Sarah’s care in Oljato, Utah, site of
our VBS on our Youth Mission Trip in 2015, and sent school supplies and volleyball nets to this small mountain town.
We also reached out recently to Norma McCabe, the pastor of
the host church on the same Mission Trip in Kayenta, Arizona.
We are sending her masks this week per a national plea to help
reservations with the pandemic. Pastor Norma further suggested we send school supplies for the Kayenta children who are distant learning and lack basic supplies in their homes. Want to
help us? If you’d like to support the youth in their endeavors, you
may make donations by check or online to Navajo Mission.
Thank you!

817.927.8411 office
beth.fultz@ststephenpresbyterian.com

Children’s Percussion Choir
To Resume on January 20 - 5 p.m.
Out of extreme caution, the Children’s Percussion
Choir will meet again to rehearse in the Parish Hall
on Wednesday, January 20th from 5:00—5:45 p.m..
We will always be vigilant
about being masked inside
and outside the church,
rehearsing at least six feet
apart, washing and sanitizing hands and things we
touch.
If you are interested in joining our younger elementary students in learning to play chimes, rhythm
sticks, rain sticks and other novel musical instruments, please contact Beth Fultz,
beth.fultz@ststephenpresbyterian.com to ask
questions.
We’d love to have you be part of our musical community! By the way, the Children’s Christmas Service was wonderful. Thank you to all the participants!

January Sunday School Worksheets
Are Ready for All Children!
You may have them dropped off on your porch;
Meet outside for a talk, too; OR
Have them sent digitally.
Your Choice. See Beth Fultz for delivery!

Valentine Boxes to Be Filled In Early
February Benefitting Our Collegians,
Grad Students, & Our Military!
It’s almost time to fill our Valentine Boxes with candies, small
school supplies, cookies and
wrapped snacks for all our collegians, post-graduate students,
seminary students, and those in the military.
Please send Beth Fultz the addresses of your loved
ones so that we can plan supplies. If you wish to
provide donations for the boxes, may we suggest
homemade cookies, boxes of wrapped snacks, or
homemade valentine cards to help us fill the space
with love! Thank you for this consideration!
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Christian Education Adult Education

Beth Fultz, Director of Christian Education

817.875.9704 cell

Don’t Be Surprised! Searchers
Adult Sunday School
Is Still on Zoom Every Sunday!
Charlotte Ray has January booked with
interesting Speakers for the Searchers
Sunday School Class. Everybody is welcome to come!!

The class meets each

817.927.8411 office
beth.fultz@ststephenpresbyterian.com

Donated Veterans
Christmas Gift Cards
Recognized in Thank You Letter
In December, St. Stephen donors contributed over $4500 in
gift cards to local Veterans. What an amazing feat particularly during a pandemic
and the Veterans Administration wrote a letter
with their thanks.

Sunday at 9:45 a.m. Please contact:
Charlotte Ray, char4204ray@gmail.com to get more
“Dear Members, [SSPC]:
information on the digital classroom!
SCHEDULE for JANUARY 2021
Jan. 10:

David Thompson from Presbyterian
Children’s Home & Services addresses
“The State of PCHAS during Covid”.

Jan. 17:

Our own Carol Record discusses “Bible
Metaphysics”!

Jan. 24:

Donna Mack, a friend of Beth Haller’s,
Talks to us about “Audio Descriptions
of Television for the Blind”!

Jan. 31:

On behalf of the VA North Texas Health Car System, Fort
Worth Outpatient Clinic patients and staff, we would like to
extend our appreciation to you for your donation of 45 gift
cards @ $100.00 each given to Social Workers for gifts for
Veterans.
It is through the efforts of the community partners like you
who allow us to continue the quality of care and services
that we seek to provide for our nation’s heroes. Your generosity will make an immediate difference in the lives of
our Veterans and will improve their spirit during their time
with us.

If you have questions concerning donations, please contact
Voluntary Service at 817-730-0078. We look forward to
Our own Beth Haller brings to the fore- the opportunity to work with you again in future events.
Thank you for your continued support and advocacy.

front, “History of the Disabled/Blind
In Television and Film”.
Most interesting topics here!
Join the knowledge train!

Sincerely,
Bobby Kay Scoggins, MBA
Chief, Voluntary Service”

Trinity Adult Sunday School Class
Views Moses into the Promised Land
in Modern Terms!
Angela Springfield is calculating how to proceed from the book of Exodus to Deuteronomy taking the Hebrew slaves in
the dessert to the Promised Land under Joshua. She wants to help the class wrestle with how the slaves transform from
a ragtag band of wanderers to a community of believers in a the land of Canaan. All that elicits many modern day questions that need discussing like: “How does the band of wanderers gain identity in the desert?” “What kind of God
would allow the destruction of one community (Jericho) to allow another to take it over?” “What does God expect of
the wanderers once the Ten Commandments have been dictated?” “How are these wanderers like modern day immigrants find a home as they flee persecution?” The Trinity Adult Sunday School meet online Sundays at 9:45
am. Email Angela Springfield to be added to the ZOOM class - aspringf@gmail.com.

January 10 - 23, 2021
SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

10

11

12

13

14

Baptism of the
Lord

9:30 am
Day School

1:00 pm
Knitting Guild

9:30 am
Day School

7:00 am
Morning Prayers

9:45 am
Sunday School
- Searchers
- Trinity Class

1:30 pm
Staff meeting

Noon
Bible Study
via Zoom

6:00 pm
Small Group
Worship
via Zoom

via GoToMeeting

1:00-1:30 pm
PNS Drop Off
Parking Lot
6:00 pm
Small Group
Worship

10:00 am
Choral Scholars
Parish Hall

7:30 pm
Boy Scouts
Scout Lodge

11:00 am
Worship
Rev. Dr. Bailey
On Facebook
and SSPC
website

4:30 - 7:30 pm
Worship
Recording

FRIDAY
15

SATURDAY
16

5:00 pm
Samaritan
House

Supper Club

6:30 pm
Handbells

6:00-7:30 pm

Choral Scholars

Sanctuary

6:00 pm
Small Group
Worship
via Zoom

4:00 pm
Steed Drum
Band
5:00 pm
Youth Group

17

18

19

20

21

Youth Sunday

Martin Luther
King Day

Noon
Finance Cmte
via Zoom

9:30 am
Day School

NO SCHOOL

1:00 pm
Knitting Guild

7:00 am
Noon
Morning Prayers 4th Friday
Book Group
6:00 pm
via Zoom
Small Group
Worship
via Zoom

9:45 am
Sunday School
- Searchers
- Trinity Class
10:00 am
Choral Scholars
Parish Hall
11:00 am
Worship
On Facebook
and SSPC
website
4:00 pm
Steel Drum Band
5:00 pm
Youth Group

1:30 pm
Staff meeting
6:30 pm
LOTE and
Morning
Glories
via Zoom

via GoToMeeting

1:00-1:30 pm
PNS Drop Off
Parking Lot
6:00 pm
Small Group
Worship
7:30 pm
Boy Scouts
Scout Lodge

Noon
Bible Study
via Zoom
4:30-7:30 pm
Worship
Recording
5:00 pm
Children’s
Percussion
Choir
6:00 pm

Choral Scholars

Sanctuary

6:00 pm
Small Group
Worship
via Zoom

6:30 pm
Handbells

22

23

2700 McPherson Avenue
Fort Worth, Texas 76109-1404

St. Stephen Presbyterian Church Staff
www.ststephenpresbyterian.com
The Rev. Dr. Frederick Field Ritsch, III, Pastor
revfritz@ststephenpresbyterian.com

Anne Barrett, Office Administrator
admin@ststephenpresbyterian.com

The Rev. Dr. Warner M. Bailey, Parish Associate
bailey@ststephenpresbyterian.com

Lauren Daniels, Communications Coordinator
lauren@ststephenpresbyterian.com

Beth Fultz, Director of Christian Education
beth.fultz@ststephenpresbyterian.com
Jordan R. Smith, Organist & Director of Music Ministries
jordan@ststephenpresbyterian.com

Lauren Ferguson, Day School Director
dayschool@ststephenpresbyterian.com
Dexter Wilborn, Sexton / Facility Superintendent
dexter@ststephenpresbyterian.com

Lisa Trammell, Business Manager
busmgr@ststephenpresbyterian.com
DUE TO COVID-19 and UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE
Worship Services:
Posted Online and Facebook
Each Thursday and Sunday
Office hours:
Mon-Thursday 9 am - 4 pm
Friday 9 am - 3 pm
Telephone:
(817) 927- 8411

