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Thoughts on Returning to In-Person Sanctuary Worship 
 

By Rev. Dr. Fritz Ritsch 
 

Some of you are aware that for a few months now the church leadership and staff have been preparing to open 
for limited in-person sanctuary worship in fall or early winter. In fact, some local denominational churches have 
already done so, for instance First United Methodist. University Christian Church has been doing a limited out-
door Sunday morning service. First Christian Church was, like us, headed toward live indoor worship until the  
recent dramatic spike in Covid-19 cases. Likewise, after much planning, discussion, and prayer, St. Stephen has 
decided to postpone opening for live worship. This decision was made in discussion with Dr. Kate Colquitt and 
the Worship Committee.  
 
As you are probably aware, Dr. Colquitt is an infectious disease doctor, an elder and member of the St. Stephen 
choir, and most importantly right now, the Medical Director/Health Authority for Tarrant County Public Health. 
She made it very clear in our conversation that December is the worst possible time to open. She told me they 
anticipate that December will bring the worst outbreak we have seen so far. Since our conversation last week, 
Tarrant County hospitals have reached 15% capacity for coronavirus cases and Texas is at over a million diag-
nosed cases. We are first in the nation for something none of us would like to be first in.  This spike has already 
affected the St. Stephen community in ways that neither previous spike did. Medical experts anticipate that 
things will get worse before this is over.  
 
In keeping with St. Stephen’s commitment to put science and the physical health of our congregants first, it 
would be inconsistent, dangerous to our congregation, and a poor witness to the rest of the community if we 
returned to in-person sanctuary worship in December. 
 
People naturally ask, “Well, when will we ‘re-open’?” (Not the best word to use since we’ve never closed!) And 
the answer is, honestly, I don’t know. If we are following the science, then any prediction of a date could be 
viewed as trying to pre-empt the reality that we simply don’t know when it is safe to return to worship. To set a 
date to return, especially if Covid-19 numbers increase again and we have to postpone it, only causes stress and 
disappointment. As Jesus said, we don’t know the time or the day!  
 
Nonetheless, our planning for limited in-person sanctuary worship will continue. We can’t predict the day, but 
also as Jesus taught, we need to be ready. That’s our real goal here: to be ready.  
 
We have a strong plan for limited in-person worship when the time comes. There will be 31 family-size units 
available for seating. Pre-registration will be required, as well as masking and infection protocols. Initially we will 
only have one service because clean-up between two services would be an overwhelming task. Congregational 
singing will not be allowed and choral singing will be limited at best, since singing is well proven to spread the 
virus. Still, we will have live music and organ, preaching, and communion (using strict infection protocols). We 
look forward to returning to live worship when the time is right.  
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Thoughts on Returning -- continued 
 
When we return to live in-sanctuary worship, pre-taped worship will be stopped. This is because to do both is an ex-
cessive strain on staff, volunteers and resources. Therefore, our commitment is to install live-streaming for the first 
time at St. Stephen. This is a really exciting option for our church. Our video services have proven very popular and 
indeed have extended our audience by a good bit. On some Sundays we have evidence that our video attendance is 
three times what it is on a normal Sunday! On our survey in August, dozens of people recommended that we contin-
ue to offer some form of video service after the pandemic is over.   
 
Live streaming is different from our present video worship because it is live filming of the worship itself, as it happens, 
without re-takes or edits. It will be posted on Facebook and/or the website and once completed it will be available to 
be viewed for the next week or more. One wonderful side effect of the pandemic will be that at last St. Stephen will 
have a permanent video presence available to the community long after the pandemic is over. 
 
Jordan and I have been hard at work figuring live-streaming out. It’s a much more complicated and expensive process 
than we initially thought. It requires special sound equipment, certain types of cameras, both a video board and a 
sound board, and a team of volunteers trained to use it.  We presently have two bids we’re working with. Our hope is 
to have it in place by early February.    
 
Until we have video streaming, we won’t return to live worship. Since live worship attendance will be limited and 
many will choose to stay home rather than risk infection, to offer live worship during the pandemic without a video 
option is unacceptable.  
 
We have made a commitment to have outdoor options—if infection protocols allow. Again, I can’t emphasize enough 
that science and health concerns weigh heavily on our decisions. Dr. Colquitt raised concerns about certain outdoor 
activities during this coronavirus spike and we are taking them seriously. As you know, the Christian Education Com-
mittee has decided to reframe Christmas on the Hill as packets of crafts delivered to families. We can’t guarantee that 
we will have any outdoor activities in December right now. I can promise, though, that our Christmas Eve video service 
will be spectacular!   
 
The best news we’ve received recently is that it looks like there are viable vaccines now and they are being fast-
tracked for FDA approval and production. While we’re still several months away from anything like “normalcy,” there’s 
a light at the end of the tunnel. If we can endure to the end, our patience will be rewarded.  
 
Please continue to keep your staff and the various committees and volunteers working on these matters in your pray-
ers. Our priority is to nourish your spiritual needs at a time when we know that they are stretched to the limit, but 
our resources to do so are definitely challenged by the constraints of the present moment. Your spiritual support is 
vital to us as we navigate these challenging, unpredictable times.    
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Make your celebration safer. In addition to following the steps that everyone can 
take to make Thanksgiving safer, take these additional steps while attending a 
Thanksgiving gathering. 

• Bring your own food, drinks, plates, cups, and utensils. 
• Wear a mask, and safely store your mask while eating and drinking. 

• Avoid going in and out of the areas where food is being prepared or handled, 
such as in the kitchen.  

• Use single-use options, like salad dressing and condiment packets, and dispos-
able items like food containers, plates, and utensils. 

Attending a Holiday Gathering? 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/how-to-wash-cloth-face-coverings.html
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Mission in Action: 
Sack Lunch Program 

for  
Presbyterian  
Night Shelter 

 

Our work for our homeless brothers and sisters continues.  
Here’s the tally of what St. Stephen has provided since 
March through November 17: 
 

 Over 22,000 meals -- Amazing! 
 201 Shirts - 56 Pants - 34 Sweaters - 20 Coats 
 22 blankets 
 222 towels   
 171 twin fitted sheets   
 422 face masks also provided! 
 

Help us prepare for winter! 
PNS has requested items for cold weather: 
 Adult Coats - Sweaters - Sweatshirts 
 Winter hats - Gloves - Scarves 
 Blankets 
 Hygiene kits 
 

Additional items needed: 
 Bath towels & twin fitted sheets (new or gently used) 
 Men’s shirts (all sizes and types) 
 Men’s pants/jeans (sizes 28, 30, 32, 34) 
  
Weekly food needs: 
 Peanut butter, any size 
 Jam, any flavor (32 oz or larger) store bought only 
 Granola/ trail mix bars, any variety (left in original 

packaging, unopened. 
 Cookies (e.g., Nabisco, Keebler, No homemade— left 

in original packaging, unopened. 
 Potato chips (or Doritos, Cheetos, or similar) in individ-

ual packages of approx. 1 oz. 
 

Parking lot pickup - Tuesdays from 1:00-1:30.   
 

 Our volunteers will take it from the passenger side of 
your vehicle. 

 Your monetary donations help cover the costs. 
 If you are unable to shop for the requested items, 

please consider making a monetary donation to help 
cover of these lunches. Designate your donation for 
PNS Meals, and can be made online via the St. Stephen 
website.  

 

Our thanks again to all our donors, packing teams and 
sandwich makers who pull these items together every 
week.  Questions? Mike Tyson mike_tyson@sbcglobal.net 
or Matt Loynachan matt.loynachan@tx.rr.com. 

St. Stephen Benefits  
When You Shop  

SERRV International Market 2020 
 

Now you can shop from the comfort of your home (or office) 
using our very own SERRV & Earn web link. 
 
When you buy handmade gifts and home decor using the web 
link below, 20% of your purchase will be donated to Mission 
Projects at St. Stephen. You'll do a world of good 
by supporting this SERRV & Earn event. We hope 
you'll shop and share our web link today. 
 
This is our custom SERRV & Earn web link:  
https://www.serrv.org/?a=StStephen 
 
Dedicating to fighting poverty through fair trade since 1949, 
SERRV International works with nearly 8,000 artisans and  farm-
ers in 24 countries to bring you the world's most beautiful hand-
crafts. #worldofgood. St. Stephen has partnered with SERRV 
International every year since 1996!   

✔ Fair wages ✔ Sustainable income  

✔ Safe working conditions ✔ Education ✔ Equality 
 
St. Stephen Mission Committee appreciates your support! 
 

QUESTIONS?  Peggy Wadley: peggy.wadley705@gmail.com 
 
Don’t miss these promotions!   

• Nov 21-22: Free $10 Gift Card with every $50+ purchase -- 
Promo Code: SEGC20 

• Dec 5-6:  Free ground shipping over $50 
        -- Promo Code: SESNOWMAN20  

 

In Memoriam Holly Fawcett 

Our dear friend and sister in Christ, Holly Balcom 
Fawcett, entered into the joy of Christ's Kingdom 
on November 13, 2020, after an unexpected  
diagnosis. Please keep her family and loved ones 
in your prayers. A service of witness to the resur-
rection of our Lord Jesus Christ and celebration of  
Holly's vibrant life will take place at St. Stephen 
at a time to be announced.  

 

CHRISTMAS 

POINSETTIAS  

 

Due to the amount of contact 

involved in setting up, caring 

for, and delivering poinsettias, 

we’ve decided not to purchase living poinsettias this 

year. We will instead adorn the sanctuary with the vel-

vet poinsettias Judy and Jim Cox gifted to the church.   

https://www.serrv.org/?a=StStephen
mailto:peggy.wadley705@gmail.com
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Prayer Requests 
  
  
  
 

 

Current Needs 
 

 

Craig Bender   Member 
Carolyn Kirkland  Member 
The family of Holly Fawcett Members 
Kate Ricker   Daughter-in-law of Nancy Ricker 
Bob Watson   Member 
Corinne Breshears  Daughter of David & Mimi Andrews 
Peggy Harwood  Member 
Carolyn Cleveland  Sister-in-law of Barbara Finch 
Ty Abercrombie  Cousin of Mike Tyson 
Mike Hoagland  Brother of Mary Howington 
Trey Chapman       Friend of Marilyn Jones 
                                                           

           

             Members with Long-Term Needs 
 
     Beezie Cooper            Henry Hash      Dale Henderson       
     Natalie Hubbard         Jim Mallory     Barbara Rinker 
     Ethel Sanderson         Barbara Urquhart Melissa Philips 

    

  

   Family & Friends with Long-Term Needs 
 

   Willie Chisum           Husband of Kitty Mitchell 
   Anne Bailey            Sister of Warner Bailey 
   Sandra Wheeler           Sister of Darlene Myatt 
   Christine Rosenberg             Sister of Cherie Wheeler 
   S. L. Harris                         Father of Ann Mills  
   Sherri Galvan                         Friend of Teke Walters 
   Vicki Archer                           Sister of Barbara Clinkscales 
   Madison King                        Grandson of Booty Jones  

 

 

 

 

THE PERFECT GIFT 

During the Christmas and Advent Season, we celebrate leadership; 
past, present, and future through support of the Christmas Joy Offering. 
We do so because church leaders greatly impact our lives of faith, walk-
ing with us down the path to be more like Jesus. We want those church 
leaders and their families who find themselves grappling with a critical fi-
nancial need to have the resources they need which are provided 
through the Assistance Program of the Board of Pensions. We also sup-
port the offering to help our future leaders in the church and world, 
including those educated at Presbyterian-related schools and college 
communities of color. Supporting these students helps the whole 
church develop leaders who reflect the wideness of God’s intended diversity.  For those supported through the Christ-
mas Joy Offering, this help is truly a gift from above. May our gifts and the leaders who receive them, serve to remind 
us always of the one whose birth we celebrate, Jesus Christ – the perfect gift.  
 

We will receive the Joy Offering on December 13 and 20. Please consider giving by check or online payment desig-
nated for the Joy Offering via the St. Stephen website OR text JOY to 20222.  

 

 
 

The church office will close for 
the Thanksgiving holiday at noon 
on Wednesday, November 25.  

Luann Kennedy 12/17 

Dorothy Van Meter 12/18 

Jim McKenzie 12/18 

Roland Vogel 12/18 

Paige Rios 12/21 

Libby Denton 12/21 

Brandy Scott 12/21 

Helen Tannehill 12/21 

Eden Saldivar 12/22 

Val Hunnicutt 12/22 

Susan Thompson 12/22 

Noah Fergus 12/23 

Holly Burton 12/24 

Craig Bender 12/26 

Duane Cash 12/26 

Mason Fergus 12/28 

David Alverson 12/28 

Natalie Hubbard 12/30 

December Birthdays 

Reese Wilson 12/1 

Alexander Hudak 12/1 

Mitch Overton 12/1 

Ross Lyons 12/3 

Cecilia Saldivar 12/6 

Stewart Nghi 12/7 

Adam Jimenez 12/8 

Vicki Johnson 12/9 

Adam Lang 12/9 

Shirley Potter 12/11 

Nolan Cox 12/11 

Harrison Thomas 12/14 

Melynda Wester 12/14 

Debby Jennings 12/15 

Carol Kretchmar 12/15 

Candice Stone 12/16 

Ellen Beal 12/16 

DJ Fultz 12/16 
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Choristers Choir Rehearsals  
Back in Person, Wednesday, 

December 2nd, 5—6 p.m. 
  

Enjoy Your Thanksgiving Holidays!  

Children’s PERCUSSION Choir 
Wednesdays, Back in Person, 
December 2nd, 5—5:45 p.m. 

  
  
  

  
  

Working on Christmas Eve Percussion  
pieces for In Person Outdoor Worship  

or recorded worship.   
Decision will be made closer to the date. 

Christmas on the Hill 
is Cancelled in Person;  

BUT, It’s in the BAG! 
  

The kick off for the Advent and Christmas Seasons at  
St. Stephen has been canceled due to the rising Covid 19 
positivity rates in Fort Worth.   

  
However, never fear, as we (the Christian Education Com-
mittee and volunteers)  are going to BAG your Crafts and 
bring them to a PORCH near You!    Just let it be known 
what you wish in your bag.  You can choose one or two 
items or the whole bag.   1 bag per person in the home.    
Videos of How to make  each craft will be posted on 
YouTube.  We’ll give you the link it to the videos.   Also, you 
will have an Advent Lighting Ceremony for each Sunday in 
Advent to help you prepare for the coming of the Christ 
Child! 
  
#1 Oly Craft Christmas 
Garland with Ties.  We are 
adding small red or gold or-
naments in your bag OR YOU 

can add other décor.   
  
#2 Mop Head Gnomes with  YOUR 
colorful Sock Hats! 
We’ll add ribbon 
and jingle bells to 
your bags.  
  

  
#3 Snow Globes made of Mason Jars and Small Bottle 

Brush Trees with Snow and glitter.  
  
#4 Kids’ Crafts—painting Wooden  

Mason Jars, Rainbows & Christmas Fairies. 

  

#5 Various Washi Tape Rolls to 

make  Christmas Trees  using recy-

cled cardboard box pieces of  vari-

ous sizes!  Great Center pieces! 

  

Left over bags will be offered to the public who typically 

come to Christmas on the Hill until all bags are gone! 

  

Advent Means 
Coming. 

  
We stop, pray, 

praise, and wait for 
the coming birth of 
our Savior, the Lord 
Jesus Christ during  
the four weeks be-

fore Christmas. 
  

Youth Fellowship Covid Aware!!! 
Must Be Masked &  
Socially Distanced! 

  
November 22  Shopping at Home Depot 
while Socially Distanced for Wood for Desk Project 
with Dan Fergus and Barbecue Grill.  Must be masked; 
Sit/stand/walk far apart.   5 p.m.—??? 
  
November 29   Candles on the Lawn. 
Lifting up our Thanks to God and Prayers for those 
we’ve lost.  5 p.m.— ??? 
  
December 6 Shopping for PCHAS Christmas Angels  
and for Donors who gave to Angel fund.   
We’ll be shopping for 17 persons so far!!    Beth likes 
Walmart Best!   Could be tugged to Target, but why??   
5 p.m.—???  
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Trinity Adult Sunday School Class 

Studying Exodus Online  

Sundays, 9:45 a.m. 
  

Moses begs for God's Presence!   The readings describe 

HOLY.  It is something near us and beyond us. Like Mo-

ses we are hiding in the cleft of a rock right now, in our 

bodies, on a rocky planet.  Do we realize that God's Glo-

ry is passing over us?  Where do we see God's back?  

Come join us as we read these pivotal stories that mir-

ror our own quest.  Try the Trinity Adult Sunday School 

Class.  Email Angela Springfield to be added to the 

ZOOM class - aspringf@gmail.com.   

Searchers Sunday School Class  
Speaker Schedule  
Finishing Out 2020! 

  

The Searchers Adult Class is online using the application 
GotoMeeting starting at  9:45 a.m. each Sunday.  Interesting 
choices are coming this fall.  
 

 Nov. 22, 29 Dr. David Cho, from Brite Divinity School. 
Dec. 6, 13 Dr. Warner Bailey, our own!!! 
  
Do you have some topics that you could contribute to our 
knowledge library.  Charlotte Ray is looking for you!   Join the 
class each Sunday.  Contact:  Charlotte Ray,  
char4204ray@gmail.com to get more information on the digi-
tal classroom!   

 

SSPC Christmas Angels for Presbyterian  
Children's Homes & Services & Fort Worth Disabled Veterans  

  
St. Stephen is invited annually to participate in a Christmas Gift Donation program for our Fort Worth 
families under care of Presbyterian Children’s Homes & Services (PCHAS) and for Fort Worth Needy and 
Disabled Veterans under care of the Veterans Administration in DFW.    
  

NINE out of 65 Veterans have been chosen so far for $100 gift cards to Walmart, Target, Amazon or Visa Gift Cards.  
Choose to honor a vet online.  (all donations will be matched by the Veterans Administration in Dallas and Fort Worth!) 
  
NINE of out 36 PCHAS family members have been chosen on line so far.  Most are children and teens needing clothes 
and something to brighten their Christmas. 
  
Eleven PCHAS family members have been chosen by the Youth of St. Stephen; these are not displayed online.  The 
Youth are also willing to take any donated funds and shop for you if you so desire.  Pick the slot on the site for that 
says “Monetary Donations…” and send Lisa Trammell the your donation—in any amount.     
  
PCHAS Families include: 
  

• B.     Family is represented by a 2 yr. old Toddler. 
• C.     Family is a single mom with 2 teens, 2 younger.   
• H.     Family is a single mom with 2 teens.    
• K.     Family is a single mom with 3 teens. 
• L.      Family is a single mom with 4 teens and 1 younger child. 
• L2     Family is represented by 3 kids, 8, 9, 10 yr olds. 
• L3     Family is represented by a 2 yr old girl. 
• M.    Family is represented by a 7 yr. old girl. 
• R.     Family is represented by 2 & 3 yr. old siblings. 
• S.      Family has two siblings 8 and 10 yr. olds. 
• T.     Family  is a single mom, a grandmom, and 2 young kids.     
• W.    Family has two siblings 9 and 11 yr. olds. 
• W2   Family has 2 young siblings, 1 mo. Old & a 4 yr. old. 
  

Select your Angel at this url address: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70a0d45a4ac2caafd0-sspc. 
  

Having Trouble?  Contact Beth Fultz, 817.927.8411 office; 817.875.9704 cell!  

PCHAS Gifts are to be placed in 

Christmas Gift Bag with Name taped 

securely on bag.   

  

Veterans Gift Cards should be 

labeled in an envelope or gift can 

and brought to the church office 

or put in Beth’s Mail Slot.   

  

DUE DATE is  DECEMBER 10  

for all gifts! 

mailto:aspringf@gmail.com


November 22–December 5, 2020 

22 
 
9:45 am 
 Searchers 
       Class 
via GoToMeeting 
 Trinity Class 
via Zoom 
  
10:00 am 
 Confirmation  
via Zoom 
  
11:00 am 
Worship 
On Facebook or 
SSPC website 
  
4:00 pm 
Youth Steel 
Drum Band 
  
5:00 - 7:00 PM 
Youth Group 

23 
 
 

DAY SCHOOL 

HOLIDAY 

 
  
1:30 pm 
Staff meeting 
  
 

24 
  
1:00 pm 
Knitting Guild 
via 
GoToMeeting 
  
1:00 -1:30 pm 
PNS Drop Off 
Parking lot 
 
6:00 pm 
Small Group 
Worship 
   
7:30 pm 
Boy Scouts 
Scout Lodge 

25 
 
 
DAY SCHOOL 
HOLIDAY 
 
 
Noon 
OFFICE 
CLOSED 
  
 
4:00 - 6:30 pm 
Worship 
Recording 
  
6:00 pm 
Small Group 
Worship 
via Zoom 
  

26 
 
 
THANKSGIVING 
Holiday 
 
7:00 am 
Thursday  
Morning Prayers 
On Facebook or 
SSPC website 
 
 
 

27 
 
 
OFFICE 
CLOSED 

28 

29 
 
1st Sunday of 
Advent 
 
9:45 am 
 Searchers 
       Class 
via GoToMeeting 
 Trinity Class 
via Zoom 
  
10:00 am 
 Confirmation  
via Zoom 
  
11:00 am 
Worship 
On Facebook or 
SSPC website 
  
4:00 pm 
Youth Steel 
Drum Band 
  
5:00 - 7:00 PM 
Youth Group 
 
 
 
 
 

30 
 
9:30 am 
Day School 
 
 
1:30 pm 
Staff meeting 
  
 

DECEMBER 
1 
  
1:00 pm 
Knitting Guild 
via 
GoToMeeting 
  
1:00 -1:30 pm 
PNS Drop Off 
Parking lot 
 
6:00 pm 
Small Group 
Worship 
   
7:30 pm 
Boy Scouts 
Scout Lodge 

2 
 
9:30 am 
Day School 
 
Noon  
Bible Study 
via Zoom 
  
4:00 - 6:30 pm 
Worship 
Recording 
 
5:00 pm 
Children’s  
Percussion 
  
6:00 pm 
Small Group 
Worship 
via Zoom 
  
6:00 pm 
Choral  
Scholars 

3 
 
7:00 am 
Thursday  
Morning  
Prayers 
On Facebook or 
SSPC website 
 
5:00 pm 
Worship  
Committee 
via Zoom 
 
6:00 pm 
Small Group 
Worship 
via Zoom 
 
6:30 pm 
Handbells 
 

4 
 
 

5 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY  THURSDAY     FRIDAY SATURDAY 

Jordan Smith - Vacation 

 
Jordan - Vacation 
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         DUE TO COVID-19 and UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE 
Worship Services:      Posted Online and Facebook  
                                        Each Thursday and Sunday 
Office hours:               Mon-Thursday  9 am - 4 pm 
                                        Friday 9 am - 3 pm 
Telephone:        (817) 927- 8411 
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