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Thank You for Meeting Our 2020 Pledge Goal! 
 

By Rev. Dr. Fritz Ritsch 
 

 

This past April, the Budget & Finance Committee announced that all pledges for 2020 were turned in and 
that we had met our 2020 pledge goal of $630,000! This is amazing at a number of levels. Now, please  
remember that the pledge goal is not the same as the actual amount of money we receive—it simply means 
that the congregation has submitted pledges totaling $630,000. It is quite common for the actual amount to 
fall short of the pledged amount, though it must be said that St. Stephen’s congregation has a long tradition 
of giving above 92% of their pledges, which is quite high for any church.  
 
But I cannot recall a time at any church I’ve served where the pledged amount was equivalent to the target 
amount in the projected budget. Most of the time a church falls short in pledges and has to readjust its 
budget. So simply the fact that we have met our pledge goal is a marvelous accomplishment that speaks 
well of the generosity of our congregation.  
 
But there’s more! We reached this pledge goal at the height of the coronavirus pandemic. While most of you 
pledged before it struck, a significant portion were so committed to St. Stephen that you actually pledged 
during a time of economic turmoil. What an amazing testimony to your support of this church! 
 
So thank you, thank you, from me, the staff, the session, and the stewardship team. I want to express  
special thanks to George Bristol and Jack Hunnicutt, who spearheaded the campaign, and to our amazing 
business manager, Lisa Trammell, who has stayed on top of the stewardship campaign through all of its ins 
and outs.  
 
We know that for many of you, Covid-19 and the resultant financial fallout was not even on the radar when 
you first made a pledge, and that some may have unforeseen financial needs as a result that may change 
their ability to fulfill their pledge. We understand that. We are still extremely grateful that St. Stephen is so 
important to you, and so much on your hearts, that you would make such an offer.  
 
And your generosity has made a concrete difference. Thanks to you, we’ve gotten Jordan Smith’s excellent 
music leadership, Lauren Daniels’ vital (especially now!) Communications leadership, and have been able 
to develop new and creative ways to continue to provide for our community during the pandemic. 
 
Of course, the 2021 stewardship campaign will be upon us in October. And if you recall, St. Stephen was 
planning to begin a capital campaign to raise $1.45 million over three years for repairing and updating the 
organ, making our buildings handicap accessible, getting a new van, and providing for various needs for our 
mission outreach and day school. Right now those plans continue apace. Our revised kick-off date for the 
campaign is winter of 2021.  
 
So much of this depends on the course of the virus going forward. But we view these two campaigns as 
pledges we are making to the future of St. Stephen. We will be in our facilities, worshiping and fellowship-
ping together, doing hands-on ministry to those in need in our community, and welcoming new members 
into our church and lives for decades to come. The virus is a glitch. God’s future for St. Stephen stretches 
far ahead. Our confidence in that is well founded and cannot be denied.  
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Welcome Home Basket  
and  

Outreach Team Box Project  
to Serve Homeless Community 

 

Because of current coronavirus concerns, St. Stephen and 
other area churches are unable to host Room in the Inn 
this summer.  In lieu of RITI -- in addition to delivering sack 
lunches and breakfast bags to PNS -- we are assembling 
Welcome Home Baskets and Outreach Team Boxes to 
serve our homeless friends during July and August.    
 

With increased funding for housing, the Tarrant County 
Homeless Coalition is planning to transition approximately 
50 individuals into housing each month this summer.  To 
help with this transition, TCHC gives each of them a laun-
dry basket filled with household items.    

To reduce population density in the shelters and encour-
age social distancing, homeless encampments are current-
ly not being shutdown by the City.  Outreach teams visit 
these camps to establish relationships and provide needed 
services, as well as deliver as-
sembled boxes of various ne-
cessities.  

With your donations of new or 
gently used items -- combined 
with the many donations we 
have already received from 
our good friends at and Godley 
United Methodist -- we hope to assemble and deliver at 
least 30 welcome baskets and 20 outreach boxes by mid-
August.   

To sign up, go to the church website - Home page > 
Serve > Welcome Home Baskets or 

click on this link that will take you to the page 

to select specific items to donate:   

https://ststephenpresbyterian.com/
welcomehomebasketandoutreach/ 
 

We accept donations of items each Tuesday from 1:00-
1:30pm in the church parking lot, safely retrieved from the 
trunk or passenger side of your vehicle.   

We would like to collect these items as soon as possible, 
but at least by July 28, so we can finish assembling the 
baskets and deliver all by August 14. 
 

Contact Mike Tyson (mike_tyson@sbcglobal.net) with 
questions. 

Marion's Sharing and Caring Library 
Books & Magazines Still Needed 

 

Many of us are taking our solace during the Pandemic era 
by reading books and enjoying the escape and intrigue of 
a good story.   However, there are a few in our congrega-
tion, including Marion Baptiste, who are excluded from 
reading due to lack of mobility, lack of resources, and 
other income issues. 

I've promised to help Marion 
and the her friends in her 
apartment complex by bring-
ing  reading materials to 
them.   Would you have a 
few good books or maga-
zines to share?   Marion likes 
novels and action sto-
ries.  But I'm sure that she 

and her friends would be thrilled with a variety of books 
including any on the best seller lists. 

Marion will be thrilled by your generosity as will her 
apartment mates.   Let's share and care for those with 
the issues named above and encourage diversion from 
the pandemic and replace the blues with literacy and ex-
citement.  Thank you for your help!     --Beth  

 

Congregational Vote Ballots 
 

 Due Friday, July 24 

 

Small Group Worship -- More To Come! 
 

The virtual small group worship groups met last 
week for the first time. Some of the folks that  
‘Zoom’d in included Laurie Sandefur, Mary Jane Har-
bison, Sharon Curry, and Cherie & Bryan Wheeler.  
Bryan emailed us afterwards: 

“Cherie and I attended the small CASUAL 
service led by Roger Davis. We really en-
joyed it. It was nice to see some faces that 
we had not seen in months. We are both 
looking forward to next week. It is another 
way to connect and interact with fellow 
members.” 

Groups are forming now to meet at 6 pm on Tuesdays, 
Wednesdays and Thursdays. If you are interested, call 
or email the church office.   

https://ststephenpresbyterian.com/welcomehomebasketandoutreach/
https://ststephenpresbyterian.com/welcomehomebasketandoutreach/
mailto:mike_tyson@sbcglobal.net
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MISSION UPDATE 
 

SACK LUNCHS & BREAKFASTS! 
for  

 PRESBYTERIAN NIGHT SHELTER 
 

The numbers keep growing!  Here’s what St. Stephen 
has provided through July 16: 
 

 7,409 sack lunches! That’s 500 sack lunches weekly! 
 156 towels  (new or gently used) 
 134 twin fitted sheets  (new or gently used) 
 

WE EXPANDED THE PROGRAM TO FULFILL A GREAT 
NEED!  Since July 7, and every Tuesday through August, 
we also deliver 500 breakfast bags - each include cereal 
(with bowl, spoon & milk), a piece of fruit, and a peanut 
butter & jelly sandwich. As of July 16, we’ve delivered 
1,801 breakfast bags to PNS. 
 

With heightened sanitation concerns, social distancing 
and shelter-at-home requirements, volunteer oppor-
tunities are necessarily limited.  However, we contin-
ue to welcome your participation by donating the fol-
lowing items used to prepare the sack lunches and 
breakfast bags, or to otherwise help PNS serve its 
guests: 
 

 Peanut butter, any size 
 Jam, any flavor (32 oz or larger) store bought only 
 Large boxes of cereal (approx. 50 oz at wholesale 

clubs - Honey Nut Cheerios, Frosted Flakes pre-
ferred;  left in original package, unopened. 

 Granola/ trail mix bars, any variety (left in original 
packaging, unopened. 

 Cookies (e.g., Nabisco, Keebler, No homemade— 
left in original packaging, unopened. 

 Potato chips (or Doritos, Cheetos, or similar) in indi-
vidual packages of approx. 1 oz. 

 Bath Towels & Twin fitted sheets (new or gently 
used) 

 Monetary donations to help cover the costs. 
       Lunches = $1.65 each, or $800 each week;  
       Breakfasts = $1.25 each, or $600 per week. 
 

 Designate your donation for PNS MEALS on your 
check or online.  Donations can also be made direct-
ly to PNS to help them cover their added costs. 

 

 Drop off items each Tuesday, from 1:00 to 1:30pm, 
in the church parking . Our volunteers will take it 
from the passenger side of your vehicle. 

 
Questions? Mike Tyson (mike_tyson@sbcglobal.net) or  
 Matt Loynachan (matt.loynachan@tx.rr.com)  

   

  

Help St. Stephen Provide  
Face Masks! 

 
Through the efforts of the Knitting Guild and Pres-
byterian Women, St. Stephen has delivered 100+ 
cloth face masks to DRC (Solutions to End Home-
lessness) for use by their staff, as well as home-
less who are being sheltered in the downtown 
overflow emergency shelter. With the continued 
handwork of SSPC members and friends, we have 
also delivered 270 masks to PNS for use of their 
staff and guests. Sincere thanks to all who have 
helped St. Stephen supply these masks to the 
homeless in Fort Worth and those serving them! 
 
With everyone asked to wear masks when in pub-
lic, we assume that this will be an ongoing need 
among the homeless community, as well as those 
who are serving them.   
 
If you would like to help sew face masks to deliv-
er to DRC and PNS:  St. Stephen will be distrib-
uting kits (including fabric, elastic and instruc-
tions) to make 10 face masks per kit.  These kits 
are available to be picked up (via safe social dis-
tancing from the passenger side of vehicle) at the 
church parking lot from 1:00-1:30pm on Tues-
days.    
 
If you need a cloth face mask, we have some that 
has been lovingly handmade for you by some of 
our members!   Come to the church parking lot  
1:00-1:30 pm Tuesdays, where we will safely give 
them to you. Or contact Lynn Wilson lynnwil-
son2d@gmail.com) and we will determine how 
we can get one delivered to you. 
 
Masks are required to enter the Education Bldg. 
and at all events outside on church property. 
 
Questions? Contact Mike Tyson 
mike_tyson@sbcglobal.net 

mailto:mike_tyson@sbcglobal.net
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PRAYER REQUESTS 

  
  
  

 
 

Current Needs 
 

Jane Forsythe   Mother of  Melissa Forsythe 
Troy Kennedy   Member 
John Howington                 Husband of Mary Howington 
Shaye Lovelady                              Niece of DeBe Wilson 
Brooklyn Gillit                                Niece of DeBe Wilson 
Mike Witt   Member 
Rudy Herrera   Father of Mary Witt 
Jim & Melissa Philips  Members 
Clyde Hadsall   Member 
Marilyn Jones   Member 
Barbara Urquhart  Member 
Kristen Adams   Member 
Pegie Frazier   Member 
The Carroll Family   Friends of Jody Wasson 
Archie Hogan                    Uncle of Sheila Randolph 
Steve Bates           Nephew of JoAnn Henderson 

                            
  
        Members with Long-Term Needs 

  

         Beezie Cooper          Henry Hash            Dale Henderson         
          Natalie Hubbard Jim Mallory           Barbara Rinker         
          Ethel Sanderson  

    
  

  Family & Friends with Long-Term Needs 
 

   Sandra Wheeler           Sister of Darlene Myatt 
   Bobby Mullins            Cousin of DeBe Wilson 
   Christine Rosenberg             Sister of Cherie Wheeler 
   S. L. Harris                         Father of Ann Mills  
   Sherri Galvan                         Friend of Teke Walters 
   Vicki Archer                           Sister of Barbara Clinkscales 
   Madison King                         Grandson of Booty Jones 
   Ray Harris                          Brother of Kay Hubbard  
                                                     and Judy Staser   

 

Calling All Knitters!  
 

The Knitting Guild is meeting again on Tuesdays at 1:00 
pm via GoToMeeting.  Anyone who is interested in join-
ing and chatting is welcome. You don’t have to knit or 
crochet!  

Send your email to Charlotte Ray to get on the list. 
char4204ray@gmail.com 

 

Learn  How To Use  
Zoom Video Conferencing  

 
We are providing assistance and training  to any 
members who need help using our webpage or how 
to use Zoom video conferencing. 
 
Volunteers instructors are also needed.  
 
Call Peggy Kennedy - (817) 292-8224 and 
leave a message.   

Sophia Klein July 1 

Lee Mallard July 1 

Peggy Bender July 2 

Randy Ponder July 4 

Michael Wadley July 4 

Aiden Croy July 7 

Cherie Wheeler July 5 

Peggy Wadley July 5 

Trey Swartz July 6 

Eli Polly July 7 

Braden Hawkins July 7 

Lilly Grisby July 7 

Jesse Stone July 8 

Jimmy Goldsmith July 8 

Carol Stalcup July 9 

Bryan Polly July 9 

Pat Engel July 10 

Lynda Rice July 11 

Dorothy St. John July 11 

Trey Hille July 11 

Sharon LeMond July 11 

Kenneth Garrison July 12 

Jules Hoffman July 13 

Katie Hinckley July 14 

Mike Windsor July 14 

Michelle Miles July 14 

Ryan Miller July 17 

Mary Bailey July 18 

Mollie Nghi July 19 

Savannah Keith July 19 

Ryder Wilson July 21 

Luis Andrade July 21 

Charlotte Miles July 22 

Jackie Hill July 23 

Daniel Ricker July 25 

Belinda Halicki July 26 

Rebecca Van 

Hooser 

July 26 

John Burton July 26 

Bobby Nyul July 27 

Kurt Anderson July 27 

Steve Midgley Jr. July 27 

Robert Huseman July 29 

Karen Bourland July 30 

Wanda Gill July 30 

Allison Frick July 30 

Portia Curley July 31 

Harrison Alvarado July 31 

JULY BIRTHDAYS 

Kathy Flores July 15 

Addison Hinckley July 16 

Greg Fawcett July 15 

 

Directory Update 

The online Membership Directory will be updated on  
August 1.  If you have a new address, email or phone number 
that you’d like included, please email Anne Barrett 
admin@ststephenpresbyterian.com or call the church office -
(817) 927-8411. 
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Outdoor Stay-At-Home  
Youth Mission Trip  is  

July 20—24, 2020 
(Less than 10 Persons Involved) 

  
The youth of St. Stephen are working in Fort Worth this sum-
mer and will be partnering with First Methodist Church’s Jus-
tice Ministry this summer.   
  
“... Methodist Justice Ministry offers through our Safe Home Pro-
gram is paramount in helping women break the generational cycle 
of abuse and go on to live a life of independence and stability for 
themselves and their children…”  

  
Family #1 Hispanic Family in Everman: 
 A. Build 3 Playground Elements including swings, 
  Playhouse, and climbing piece.  
  B. Eliminate wood from downed tree. 

  
Family #2 Hispanic Family in NW Fort Worth: 
 A. Add a Tarpaulin Shade in Backyard. 
 B. Build large Swing Set for large family. 
 C. Build a trampoline for older kids. 
 D. Add a baby swing up front. 

  
Youth and Sponsors participating 
are  FREE  to participate July 20—
24, M-F, 9 a.m.—3 p.m.   Youth and 
parents can meet us at church, if 
they wish to follow,  but we will give 
addresses to the homes. 
  
Those who volunteer will: 
• • Provide their own transportation to/from locations. 
• • Wear Masks.    
• • Provide themselves camping chairs to rest. 
• • Provide their own lunch unless one is provided. 
• • Fill out a Medical Release Form & Waiver Forms 
  
SSPC will provide: 
• • Original Tee Shirt for Stay-at-Home 

Trip. 
• • Face Shields for all! 
• • Bottled Water. 
• • Sanitizer  
• • Soap and Towels. 
• • Toiletries for Restrooms. 
• • Friday Night Celebratory Meal at Par-

ticipants preferred Outdoor Venue. 
• • Supplies are purchased for playground elements. 

  
  

We will be featured in a Publicity Session 
on Tuesday.  Look less sweaty on that day!    

Young Bible Story Readers, 
Budding Scientists, & Chefs 

  
We need young voices including teens 
willing to read a Bible Story for Church 
Facebook Posts.   Also, we need budding 
scientists with ideas to share and reports 
to make like Maris and tadpoles or Elena 

and avocados.  
  

Lastly, we need a 
young chef to 
show us how to 
make commun-
ion bread, hot 
cross buns, or some other wonder-
ful creation.   
  
Church members are clamoring for 
more children’s projects on line.  

We can help you get started.  See Beth Fultz, Director of 
Christian Education, to open that bud! 
  
Could you volunteer for an opportunity to shine God’s 
light for the community?  See Beth Fultz for more infor-
mation!  

Tie Dyed Stuffs are in Eastminster Room 
  

Cost $10 per Adult mask (large & small) 

Children’s—2 for $15; 

$12 for Pastel Dyed Aprons. 

$8 for Tie Dyed Totes 
  

All proceeds benefit our  

Youth in Mission 2020. 

How to Help the Week of Youth Mission: 
  

A. A. Provide Lunch for the Bunch!  Less than 10 
participants.  

B. B. Provide Water Bottles in Cool-
er. 

C. C. Provide funding for our pro-
jects for Justice Ministry.   

          We are grateful for  
              your support! 
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Adult Sunday School  

Classes Offer  

Digital Access  

Each Sunday  

Morning 
  

  

Searchers Adult Class is now online using the 
application called “GoToMeeting”.   Class begins at 
9:45 a.m. each Sunday.   Dr. Newell Williams, from 
Brite Divinity:   July 12—August 2  will talk about “The 
Spiritual Roots of Contemporary Differences in Reli-
gion and Politics.”     (Charlotte Ray, coordinator) 
  

Trinity Adult Sunday School Class has been 
online the longest as the Class has explored the dys-
function of the families in Gene-
sis.   They are begging for more 
classes and though they are al-
most through Joseph and his 
brothers in Egypt.  Teacher An-
gela Springfield is seeking a new biblical topic for ex-
ploration.    They meet online Sundays at 9:45 
am.  Email Angela Springfield to be added to the class -
 aspringf@gmail.com. 
  

Open Circle Adult Sunday School Class is 
being hosted by Rev. Fritz Ritsch.  “I would like to host 
a Zoom Open Circle class while we’re on pandemic lock
-down. Open Circle is a Sunday School/Activity group 
that is open to all but is largely composed of younger 
adults…”   They have chosen contemporary issues to 
study like Black Lives Matter movement.  It began last 
Sunday. “  They meet at 10 a.m. on Zoom.   “If there’s 
anyone I’ve left off this list please feel free to forward. 
Also, let me know so I can be sure to add them. Look 
forward to seeing “virtually” everybody!”    
                                                                  --Rev.  Fritz Ritsch.     
Beth Fultz is willing to go to family homes—oudoors - 

for any type of Bible Lesson or 
fellowship!   She will go to the 
ends of the earth to meet with 
you & visit with adults, too. 

Youth Sunday Recorded! 

View  online Sunday, July 19. 
 Featuring these Youth: 

Mitch Overton  Senior Sermon 

Madeleine Gil  Violin Prelude 

   Invitation to Discipleship 

Eli Polly  Greeting, Pr. of Adoration 

Becca Dehn  Confession of Sin  

Sara Walters  Profession of Faith 

Katherine Walters Assurance of Pardon  

Becca Dehn  Old Testament Reading 

Corrigan Jones  Solo 

Susanna Meyn  Solo 

Choristers  Corrigan Jones, Joy Harris, 

Elizabeth Walters Epistle Reading, Communion 

Joseph Lincoln  Gospel Reading, Communion 

Sara Walters & Becca Dehn  Minute for Mission 

Katherine Walters Senior Recognition 

Sam Meyn   Announcements 

Emma & Alexa Swartz    Prayers /Intercession/Lord’s 

Elise Harris & Sam Meyn  Benediction 

Sam Meyn   Flute Postlude 
 
  

  

Hymns: “Sanctuary”, “Here I am, Lord”, 

  “You are Welcome Here” 

Kyrie:  “Open the Eyes of My Heart”  

mailto:aspringf@gmail.com


SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY  THURSDAY     FRIDAY SATURDAY 

July 19 - August 1, 2020 

19 
 
9:45 am 
Searchers 
Adult 
Bible Study  
Dr. Newell  
Williams  
via  
GoToMeeting 
 
9:45 am 
Trinity Adult 
Class 
via Zoom 
 
10:00 am 
Open Circle  
via Zoom 
 
11:00 am 
Worship 
YOUTH SUN-
DAY 
View on  
Facebook or 
SSPC website 
 
5:00-7:00 pm 
Youth Group 

20 
 
WELCOME  
HOME  
BASKET 
PROJECT 
 
 
Items due 
July 28 

21 
 
1:00-1:30 pm 
Drop off  
donations for 
PNS and  
Welcome 
Home  
Baskets  
Parking Lot 
 
1:00 pm 
Knitting 
Guild 
via 
GoToMeeting 
 

22 
 
Noon 
Bible Study 
with  
Rev. Ritsch 
via Zoom 
 

23 
 
7:00 am 
Morning  
Prayers 
View on  
Facebook  
or  
SSPC  
website 

24 
 
Noon  
4th Friday 
Book 
Group 
via Zoom 
 

25 

26 
 
9:45 am 
Searchers 
Adult 
Bible Study  
Dr. Newell  
Williams via  
GoToMeeting 
 
9:45 am 
Trinity Adult 
Class 
via Zoom 
 
10:00 am 
Open Circle  
via Zoom 
 
11:00 am 
Worship 
View on  
Facebook or 
SSPC website 
 
5:00-7:00 pm 
Youth Group 

27 
 
WELCOME  
HOME  
BASKET 
PROJECT 
 

Donations  
due 
tomorrow 

28 
 
1:00-1:30 pm 
Drop off  
donations for 
PNS and  
Welcome 
Home  
Baskets 
Parking Lot 
 
1:00 pm 
Knitting 
Guild 
via GoToMeet-
ing 
 
7:00 PM 
Session  
via Zoom 

29 
 
Noon 
Bible Study 
with  
Rev. Ritsch 
via Zoom 

30 
 
7:00 am 
Morning  
Prayers 
View on  
Facebook 
or  
SSPC  
website 

31 AUGUST 1 

YOUTH OUTDOOR STAY-AT-HOME  
MISSION TRIP 



2700 McPherson Avenue 
Fort Worth, Texas 76109-1404 

                St. Stephen Presbyterian Church Staff 

                     www.ststephenpresbyterian.com 
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revfritz@ststephenpresbyterian.com 

The Rev. Dr. Warner M. Bailey, Parish Associate  
bailey@ststephenpresbyterian.com 
 
Beth Fultz, Director of Christian Education 
beth.fultz@ststephenpresbyterian.com 

 
Jordan R. Smith, Organist & Director of Music Ministries 
 jordan@ststephenpresbyterian.com 
 
Lisa Trammell, Business  Manager 
busmgr@ststephenpresbyterian.com 

Anne Barrett, Office Administrator  
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Lauren Ferguson, Day School Director  
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Dexter Wilborn, Sexton / Facility Superintendent 
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         DUE TO COVID-19 and UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE 
Worship Services:      Posted Online and Facebook  
                                        Each Thursday and Sunday 
Office hours:               Monday - Friday  9 am - 3 pm 
Telephone:        (817) 927- 8411 
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