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Outdoor Worship and Fellowship Starting July 12 
By Rev. Dr. Fritz Ritsch 

 
As I explained in my recent video on our Facebook page, the session has adopted a Covid-19 plan. With 
that plan in hand, with the blessing of session, we have been able to plan a new worship/fellowship 
event we hope some folks can benefit from. Starting Sunday, July 12, we will offer weekly evening out-
door worship. This is of course heavily dependent on the status of the Covid-19 threat. As you know, 
Texas has experienced a very severe spike in cases since re-opening businesses and many businesses 
have to close again. As this develops, we may need to reconsider this plan for outdoor worship, and 
even once we start, we may need to close down again.  
 
This Sunday evening event combines worship and fellowship by gathering us in the shaded amphithea-
ter area between the scout hut and the Education building. Attendance will need to be small in order to 
maintain social distancing; and bringing and wearing masks will be required. Following the service, chil-
dren will be invited to play on the front lawn and an ice cream truck will be available. There will be 
childcare workers available to supervise socially-distanced play. 
 
The service itself will begin at 6:00 pm. It will be very informal with performed music, prayer, scripture 
and a brief meditation. People are asked to bring a picnic blanket or folding chairs and to follow instruc-
tions on where to sit. There will be no congregational singing. Also, please understand that we will need 
to turn folks away to go around to the front of the building once the worship venue is filled. At present, 
it looks like we can accommodate up to 50 safely, depending on a number of factors.  
 
We hope this can be a good way for families, couples, and individuals to worship and fellowship with 
their St. Stephen friends and to gather again in St. Stephen’s physical space. Most important, we believe 
it will be safe. Experts have shown that outdoor events with masking and social distancing are extremely 
safe, but masking is especially effective.  
 
An important part of the St. Stephen Covid-19 plan is to strongly urge and advise those who are the “at 
risk” category—those over 65 or with underlying health conditions—to avoid any public gatherings, in-
cluding worship. If you are at risk and thinking of coming to this or any public event at St. Stephen dur-
ing the Coronavirus crisis, we strongly urge you to consult with your family and your doctor.  
 
Because we value your health and safety, St. Stephen will continue to offer video worship throughout 
the pandemic. If you are having difficulty accessing our worship and other online offerings, we can help 
with that. The St. Stephen communications committee, headed by Peggy Kennedy, is glad to provide 
assistance and training with our website and video conferencing. We’ve sent contact information via e-
blast, or you can contact Anne at the church office at 817-927-8411 and she can pass that information 
to you. 
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Get On Board  
with Zoom Video Conferencing  

and Etiquette 
 
 

As a follow-up to our per-
sonal calls with our commu-
nicants, we want to provide 
assistance and training in 
using our webpage and vid-
eo conferencing to mem-
bers who may wish this, as 

well as offer useful tips to everyone to make 
meetings with video conferencing run smoother. 
 

 
Helpful hints to remember: 

• Eliminate distractions by 
 - muting your telephone, 
 - closing the door, or  
 - distancing yourself from other noises. 
• Introduce yourself when you start speaking. 
• Mute yourself on the platform when not speak-

ing. 
• Be on time. (Better – come 5 minutes early.) 
• Sit at eye level to the lens; position yourself so 

you are seen at least from the shoulders up.  
• Look into the camera. 
• Avoid interrupting others. Raise your hand 

when you wish to speak.   
 
 

Please let Peggy Kennedy know: 

 1)   if you are interested in helping our mem-
bers learn how to use our website and video con-
ferencing (like using Zoom); OR  
 2)   if you would like one of our members to 
help you with this kind of training.    
 
 

Call Peggy Kennedy - (817) 292-8224 
and leave a message.   

 

Welcome Home Basket  
and  

Outreach Team Box Project  
to Serve Homeless Community 

 

As you probably know, because of current corona-
virus concerns, St. Stephen and other area churches 
are unable to host Room in the Inn this summer.  In 
lieu of RITI, and in addition to delivering sack lunch-
es and breakfast bags to PNS, we are assembling  
Welcome Home Baskets and Outreach Team Boxes 
to serve our homeless friends during July and Au-
gust.    
 

With increased funding 
for housing, the Tar-
rant County Homeless 
Coalition is planning to 
transition approxi-
mately 50 individuals 
into housing each 
month this summer.  

To help with this transition, TCHC gives each of them 
a laundry basket filled with household items.   
Teamed with our good friends from First Presbyteri-
an, we hope to deliver at least 30 baskets—five of 
which are all ready to go! 

To reduce population density in the shelters and en-
courage social distancing, homeless encampments 
are currently not being shutdown by the City.  Out-
reach teams visit these camps to establish relation-
ships and provide needed services, as well as deliver 
assembled boxes of various necessities.  We plan to 
assemble and deliver at least 20 of these outreach 
boxes. 

Please click on this link: 

Sign-Up Genius link https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/60b0b44a9ae28a57-community   

to sign-up for items to put in these baskets and box-
es.   We accept donations of items each Tuesday 
from 1:00-1:30pm in the church parking lot, safely 
retrieved from the trunk or passenger side of your 
vehicle.   

Please contact Mike Tyson 
(mike_tyson@sbcglobal.net) if you have questions. 

mailto:mike_tyson@sbcglobal.net
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MISSION UPDATE 
 

SACK LUNCHS & BREAKFASTS! 
for  

 PRESBYTERIAN NIGHT SHELTER 
 

The numbers keep growing!  Here’s what St. Stephen 
has provided through June 30: 
 

 6,370 sack lunches! That’s 500 sack lunches weekly! 
 152 towels  (new or gently used) 
 134 twin fitted sheets  (new or gently used) 
 

WE’RE EXPANDING THE PROGRAM TO FULFILL A GREAT 
NEED!  Beginning July 7, and every Tuesday through Au-
gust, we will also deliver 500 breakfast bags - each will 
include cereal (with bowl, spoon & milk), a piece of 
fruit, and a peanut butter & jelly sandwich. 
 

With heightened sanitation concerns, social distancing 
and shelter-at-home requirements, volunteer oppor-
tunities are necessarily limited.  However, we contin-
ue to welcome your participation by donating the fol-
lowing items used to prepare the sack lunches and 
breakfast bags, or to otherwise help PNS serve its 
guests: 
 

 Peanut butter, any size 
 Jam, any flavor (32 oz or larger) store bought only 
 Granola/ trail mix bars, any variety (left in original 

packaging, unopened, as purchased in store) 
 Cookies (e.g., Nabisco, Keebler, etc., not home-

made— left in original packaging, unopened, as pur-
chased in store) 

 Potato chips (or Doritos, Cheetos, or similar) in indi-
vidual packages of approx. 1 oz. 

 Towels & Twin fitted sheets (new or gently used) 
 

 Monetary donations to help cover the costs. 
       Lunches = $1.65 each, or $800 each week;  
       Breakfasts = $1.25 each, or $600 per week. 
 

 Designate your donation for PNS MEALS on your 
check or online.  Donations can also be made direct-
ly to PNS to help them cover their added costs. 

 

 Drop off items each Tuesday, from 1:00 to 1:30pm, 
in the church parking . Our volunteers will take it 
from the passenger side of your vehicle. 

 
Questions? Mike Tyson (mike_tyson@sbcglobal.net) or  
 Matt Loynachan (matt.loynachan@tx.rr.com)  

   

  

Help St. Stephen Provide  
Face Masks! 

 
Through the efforts of the Kitting Guild and Pres-
byterian Women, St. Stephen has delivered 100+ 
cloth face masks to DRC (Solutions to End Home-
lessness) for use by their staff, as well as home-
less who are being sheltered in the downtown 
overflow emergency shelter. With the continued 
handwork of SSPC members and friends, we have 
also delivered 192 masks to PNS for use of their 
staff and guests. Sincere thanks to all who have 
helped St. Stephen supply these masks to the 
homeless in Fort Worth and those serving them! 
 
With everyone asked to wear masks when in 
public, we assume that this will be an ongoing 
need among the homeless community, as well as 
those who are serving them.   
 
HELP SEW FACE MASKS FOR THE HOMELESS: 
St Stephen will be distributing kits (including fab-
ric, elastic and instructions) to make 10 face 
masks per kit.  These kits are available to be 
picked up (via safe social distancing from the pas-
senger side of vehicle) at the church parking lot 
from 1:00-1:30pm on Tuesdays.    
 
DO YOU NEED A CLOTH FACE MASK? 
We have some that has been lovingly handmade 
for you by some of our members!   Come to the 
church parking lot  1:00-1:30 pm Tuesdays, 
where we will safely give them to you. Or contact 
Lynn Wilson lynnwilson2d@gmail.com) and we 
will determine how we can get one delivered to 
you. 
 
Masks are required to enter the Education Bldg. 
and at all events outside on church property. 
 
Questions? Contact Mike Tyson 
mike_tyson@sbcglobal.net 

mailto:mike_tyson@sbcglobal.net
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PRAYER REQUESTS 

  
  
  

 

Current Needs 
 

Mike Witt   Member 
Rudy Herrera  Father of Mary Witt 
Jim & Melissa Philips  Members 
Clyde Hadsall  Member 
Marilyn Jones  Member 
Barbara Urquhart  Member 
Kristen Adams  Member 
Pegie Frazier   Member 
John Carroll (died 6/26)          Friend of Jody Wasson 
The Carroll Family   Friends of Jody Wasson 
Archie Hogan                         Uncle of Sheila Randolph 
Steve Bates          Nephew of JoAnn Henderson 

  
              
              Members with Long-Term Needs 

  

        Beezie Cooper         Henry Hash    Dale Henderson         
        Natalie Hubbard Jim Mallory           Barbara Rinker         
        Ethel Sanderson  

    
  

  Family & Friends with Long-Term Needs 
 

   Sandra Wheeler           Sister of Darlene Myatt 
   Bobby Mullins            Cousin of DeBe Wilson 
   Christine Rosenberg         Sister of Cherie Wheeler 
   S. L. Harris                         Father of Ann Mills  
   Sherri Galvan                     Friend of Teke Walters 
   Vicki Archer           Sister of Barbara Clinkscales 
   Madison King                     Grandson of Booty Jones 
   Ray Harris                          Brother of Kay Hubbard  
                                                     and Judy Staser  

CLICK HERE TO ORDER: 

https://smile.amazon.com/hz/charitylist/
ls/1U2FVK4TLEW0S/ref=smi_cl_ls_lol_ls 

The office will be closed  

Friday, July 3. 

https://smile.amazon.com/hz/charitylist/ls/1U2FVK4TLEW0S/ref=smi_cl_ls_lol_ls
https://smile.amazon.com/hz/charitylist/ls/1U2FVK4TLEW0S/ref=smi_cl_ls_lol_ls
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Outdoor Stay-At-Home  
Youth Mission Trip  

July 20—24, 2020 
 
The youth of St. Stephen are reined into Fort 

Worth service this summer and will be partnering with First 
Methodist Church’s Justice Ministry this summer.   
 
“... Methodist Justice Ministry offers through our Safe Home Pro-
gram is paramount in helping women break the generational cycle 
of abuse and go on to live a life of independence and stability for 
themselves and their children…”  

  
Family #1 Hispanic Family in Everman: 
 A. Paint above the brick line on a one story home. 
 B. Build 3 Playground Elements including swings, 
  Playhouse, and climbing piece.  
  C. Eliminate wood from downed tree. 

 
Family #2 Hispanic Family in NW Fort Worth: 
  (will make contact on this week) 
 A. Outdoor Stuff 
 

Youth and Sponsors participating are  FREE  (no funds re-
quired) to participate July 20—24, M-F, 9 a.m.—4 p.m.   
Youth and parents can meet us at church, if they wish to fol-
low,  but we will give addresses to the homes.  We need 
some painters, carpenters, & playground makers. 
 
Those who volunteer will: 
• Provide their own transportation to/from locations. 
• Wear Masks.    
• Provide themselves camping chairs to rest. 
• Provide their own lunch. 
• Fill out a Medical Release Form & Waiver Form. 

 
SSPC will provide: 
• Original Tee Shirt for Stay-at-Home Trip. 
• Face Shields  for all! 
• Bottled Water. 
• Sanitizer  
• Soap and Towels. 
• Toiletries for Restrooms. 
• Friday Night Celebratory Meal at Participants preferred Out-

door Venue. 
• Supplies for Paint, mowing, playground, etc. 

 
We will be featured in a Publicity Session on Tuesday.  Look 
better than usual on that day!  Join the 
 

OUTDOOR  

Stay at Home  

Youth Mission Trip! 

Young Bible Story Readers, 
Budding Scientists, & Chefs 

 

We need young voices including teens willing to read a 

Bible Story for Church Facebook Posts on Sundays. Also, 

we need budding scientists with ideas to share and re-

ports to make like Maris and tadpoles or Elena and avo-

cados. Lastly, we need a young chef to show us how to 

make communion bread, hot cross buns, 

or some other wonderful creation.   

 

Church members are clamoring for more 

children’s projects on line.  We can help 

you get started.  See Beth Fultz, Director of Christian Edu-

cation, to open that bud!  

Tie Dye Masks are Ready  

In the Eastminster Room.  

Batch #3 will be dyed this Thursday. 

Sewn next week!   Aprons back in! 
 

Cost $10 per Adult mask;  

Children’s—2 for $15; 

$20 for Aprons. 

$8 for Totes 
 

All proceeds benefit our Outdoor  

Stay-at-Home Youth Mission Trip 2020. 

How to Help the Week of Youth Mission: 
 

A. Provide Lunch for the Bunch!  10—20 partici-
pants. 

B. Provide Water Bottles in Cooler. 
C. Help one teen from Mesquite, our Daniel Mar-

tinez, to spend the night safely with you. M-Th. 
July 20 –23. 

D. Provide funding for our pro-
jects for Justice Ministry.   

 
We are grateful for your  

support!!! 
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Adult Sunday  

School Classes 

Digital Access  

Each Sunday 

Morning 

Searchers Adult Class is now online using the 
application called “GotoMeeting”.   Class begins at 9:45 
a.m. each Sunday.   Dr. Newell Williams, from Brite Di-
vinity:   July 12—August 2  on Sunday mornings talking 
about “The Spiritual Roots of Contemporary Differ-

ences in Religion and Politics.”    NO Class July 5  -  
So enjoy the holiday weekend!  
                                      -- Charlotte Ray, coordinator 
 

 

Trinity Adult Sunday School Class  has 
been online the longest as the Class has explored the 
dysfunction of the families in Genesis.   They are beg-
ging for more classes and though they are almost 
through Joseph and his brothers in Egypt.  Teacher An-
gela Springfield is seeking a new biblical topic for ex-
ploration.    They meet online Sundays at 9:45 
am.  Email Angela Springfield to be added to the class -
 aspringf@gmail.com. 
 

 

Open Circle Adult Sunday 
School Class is being hosted by Rev. 
Fritz Ritsch.  “I would like to host a Zoom 
Open Circle class while we’re on pandemic 
lock-down. Open Circle is a Sunday School/

Activity group that is open to all but is largely composed of 
younger adults…”   They have chosen contemporary issues 
to study like Black Lives Matter movement. “  We meet at 
10 a.m. on Zoom.   If you would like to be included in this 
class, please email me - 
revfritz@ststephenpresbyterian.com so I can add you to the 
weekly invitation list.  I look forward to seeing “virtually” 
everybody!”    -- Rev. Fritz Ritsch.      

Youth Sunday Coming! 

Filming Wednesday,  

July 15, 5 pm—7 p.m. 
 

Viewed on Sunday, July 19. 
 

 

Featuring these Youth: 

Mitch Overton  Senior Sermon 

Madeleine Gil  Violin Prelude 

   Invitation to Discipleship 

Eli Polly  Greeting, Prayer of Adoration 

Chloe Harris  Confession of Sin / 

   Profession of Faith 

Elise Harris  Assurance of Pardon / 

   Benediction 

Becca Dehn  Old Testament Reading 

Special Music  Till, Sam & Susanna Meyn 

Elizabeth Walters Epistle Reading 

Joseph Lincoln  Gospel Reading 

Sara Walters   Minute for Mission 

Becca Dehn  Minute for Mission 

Katherine Walters Senior Recognition 

Sam & Susanna Meyn  Announcements 

Joseph Lincoln  Communion Elders with Fritz  

Elizabeth Walters Communion Elders with Fritz 

Emma & Alexa Swartz     Intercession/Lord’s Prayer 

Corrigan Jones, Madeleine Gil, Elena Gil, Joy Harris. 

   Choristers 

Mara Miller  Guitar 

 

 

 
Hymns:         “Sanctuary”, “Here I am, Lord”, 
  “You are Welcome Here” 
 
Kyrie:  “Open the Eyes of My Heart” 
           Gil, Corrigan Jones, Mara Miller  

mailto:aspringf@gmail.com


SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY  THURSDAY     FRIDAY SATURDAY 

July 5 - 18, 2020 

5 
 
 
 
9:45 am 
Trinity Adult 
Class 
via Zoom 
 
10:00 am 
Open Circle  
via Zoom 
 
11:00 am 
Worship 
View on  
Facebook or 
SSPC website 
 
5:00-7:00 pm 
Youth Group 
 

6 7 
 
1:00-1:30 pm 
Drop off  
donations for 
PNS and  
Homeless  
Projects 
Parking Lot 
 

8 
 
Noon 
Bible Study 
with  
Rev. Ritsch 
via Zoom 

9 
 
7:00 am 
Morning  
Prayers 
View on  
Facebook or  
SSPC website 

10 11 

12 
 
9:45 am 
Searchers Adult 
Bible Study  
via  
GoToMeeting 
 
9:45 am 
Trinity Adult 
Class 
via Zoom 
 
10:00 am 
Open Circle  
via Zoom 
 
11:00 am 
Worship 
View on  
Facebook or 
SSPC website 
 
5:00-7:00 pm 
Youth Group 
 
6:00 pm 
Outdoor  
Worship 
MASKS  
REQUIRED 
Bring blankets, 
chairs, bottle  
water. 

13 
 
 

14 
 
1:00-1:30 pm 
Drop off  
donations for 
PNS and  
Homeless  
Projects 
Parking Lot 

15 
 
Noon 
Bible Study 
with  
Rev. Ritsch 
via Zoom 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

16 
 
7:00 am 
Morning  
Prayers 
View on  
Facebook or  
SSPC website 

17 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5:00 pm 
Samaritan 
House 

18 
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Beth Fultz, Director of Christian Education 
beth.fultz@ststephenpresbyterian.com 

 
Jordan R. Smith, Organist & Director of Music Ministries 
 jordan@ststephenpresbyterian.com 
 
Lisa Trammell, Business  Manager 
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Anne Barrett, Office Administrator  
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Lauren Daniels, Communications Coordinator 
lauren@ststephenpresbyterian.com 
 
Lauren Ferguson, Day School Director  
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Dexter Wilborn, Sexton / Facility Superintendent 
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         DUE TO COVID-19 and UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE 
Worship Services:      Posted Online and Facebook  
                                        Each Thursday and Sunday 
Office hours:               Monday - Friday  9 am - 3 pm 
Telephone:        (817) 927- 8411 
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