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Through Darkness to Light: Photographs Along the Underground
Railroad exhibit. January 28 - March 16, 2017. Photo: Decision to Leave INSIDE

• Through Darkness to Light

• Families: Outlaw, Gandy
Spencer, Green

• New Dawes Publications

• Assessories Exhibit



Well, it was an amazing Year of Dawes. We had wonderful special programming, terrific
speakers, excellent exhibits, a Dawes themed house walk, held an amazing gala, learned a lot
and had A LOT of fun! Many thanks to all of you who made it an amazing year. In addition to all
that, we are especially excited about our 2 new publications, published in honor of Year of Dawes. 

Charles Gates Dawes: A Life is the first comprehensive biography of an American in
whose fascinating story contemporary readers can follow the struggles and triumphs of
early twentieth-century America. Dawes is most known today as Vice President of the United
States under Calvin Coolidge, but he also distinguished himself and his adopted hometown
of Evanston, Illinois, on the world stage with the 1925 Nobel Peace Prize. Annette B. Dunlap
recounts the story of this original American who enlightened and enlivened his world. This
book was published by Northwestern University Press and made possible through a
generous grant from Tawani Foundation. Charles Gates Dawes: A Life can be purchased at
the Dawes House bookstore, Paperback: $24.95, Hardbound: $40.00.

A Journal of the Great War: The Critical Edition by Charles Gates Dawes
First published in 1921, A Journal of the Great War provides a fascinating glimpse into the

challenges faced by the American Expeditionary Forces (AEF) during the United States’ 18-month
involvement in World War I. Dawes’ journal, written while he was stationed in France from August
1917 to July 1919, offers a behind-the-scenes look at the power struggles and political maneuvering
that took place among American and European political and military leaders as they sought to fight
the war as an allied force. Part document of life in wartime France, part war diary, and part
meditation on the means of exercising power, Dawes’ journal is a unique contribution to the literature
of World War I. The new edition, edited by Jenny Thompson, includes two new essays, photographs,
and more. It is now available in our bookstore and on Lulu.com. The price is $25 plus shipping. 

Year of Dawes may be over but that doesn’t mean we are going to slow down, the Fall
is jam packed with a terrific lineup of Under the Buffalo lectures. You can read about our
lectures and make reservations on our website evanstonhistorycenter.org/all-events.

Be sure to save the date for our annual Holiday Open House on Sunday, December 4th.
I hope you enjoy this edition of TimeLines. As always thank you so very much for your

continued support, we couldn’t do what we do without you.
Best,
Eden Juron Pearlman
Executive Director
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Through
Darkness to

Light
Photographs Along

the Underground
Railroad

January 28 – 
March 16, 2017  

Kris Hartzell, Director of Facilities, 
Visitor Services and Collections,

Evanston History Center

Image: One of the Legacies panel 
from Shorefront’s traveling exhibit.

The Evanston History Center is proud
to be the first to host a new national
traveling exhibit, Through Darkness to
Light: Photographs Along the
Underground Railroad.

Photographer
Jeanine Michna-Bales
has spent more than a
decade meticulously
researching “fugitive”
slaves and the ways
they escaped to
freedom. While the
unnumbered routes of
the Underground
Railroad encompassed
countless square
miles, the path
Michna-Bales
documented covers

roughly 2,000 miles and is based off of
actual sites, cities, and places that
freedom-seeker passed through during
their journey.

Whether they were slaves trying to
escape or free blacks and whites trying to
help, both sides took huge risks for the
cause of freedom. From Louisiana to the
Canadian border these photographs help
us understand what the long road to
freedom may have looked like as seen
through the eyes of one who made this
epic journey.

This exhibit encourages visitors to learn
more, ask questions, and open a dialogue
on the subject, and in the end, provide a
better understanding of our origins. 

While we will never know if Evanston
was a stop on the railroad, we do know
many founders and early families were
active in the cause of freedom, and that
Evanston blacks were among the founding
citizenry. 

EHC is happy to partner with the
Evanston Art Center in exhibiting these
photographs and offering opportunities to
examine the art of photography as a way
to explore our history. We will be bringing
news of programs and classes created to
enrich the exhibit’s experience.

We are also proud to join with
Shorefront Legacy Center in exploring the
history of the black community in Evanston
and the surrounding communities by
presenting Shorefront’s exhibit, Legacies.
Legacies is a growing collection of subject
specific graphic panels on contemporary
and historic people and organizations
throughout Evanston and the North Shore
and will help to illuminate the story of our
community in the search for freedom. 

In addition, look for programming from
the Evanston History Center, possibly
including a book event shared with the
Evanston Public Library, as we join as a
community to learn more about the
Underground Railroad. 

The movement of the desperate
journeys to freedom that came to be
known as the Underground Railroad has
been called the first civil rights movement
in America. It united people from different
races, genders, social levels, religions,
and regions in the common cause of the
struggle for freedom from slavery. Please
join us during Black History Month, and
beyond, to reexamine the history of the
Underground Railroad and Evanston’s
role in the quest for freedom.
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Raised almost from birth in Evanston, my deep southern heritage was virtually
unknown to me for over 50 years. As far as I knew, “Home. . .Where Our Story Began”
was the solitary brown bungalow on Garnett Place proudly owned by family members
for nearly 90 years. 

Researching and decluttering our Garnett property in 2004 quite unexpectedly
revealed that my maternal grandparents, John and Osceola Spencer, had followed her
parents, Johnson and Virginia (Gandy) Outlaw, and siblings from Mississippi to
Evanston’s idyllic shorefront community seeking a better quality of life. Rambling through
papers, photos and obituaries, searching archival library records including Ancestry.com,

Families:
Outlaw, Gandy,
Spencer, Green

Constance Murray Taylor
“Chief Genealogy Information Officer” 

for the Outlaw/Gandy/Spencer/Green Family
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1022 Garnet Place, Evanston

Osceola Outlaw

The Evanston History Center (EHC) began collecting oral history interviews in 1970. Over the years these interviews were expanded and the collection
now numbers almost 500 interviews, all recorded on cassette tapes. In 2015, EHC received a grant from the Illinois State Records Advisory Board (through
funding from the National Historical Publications and Records Commission (NHPRC), and National Archives and Records Administration) to complete
a digitization project. The taped interviews were transferred to MP3 files, for ease of access, and all of the interviews are now available for listening in
the EHC research room. EHC wishes to thank the Illinois State Records Advisory Board, the NHPRC, and the National Archives for their support of
this project. And we are so glad that Connie Taylor was one of the first to be able to use the newly accessible collection!

traveling south to “walk where they walked”
coupled with online networking soon
created an insatiable quest for genealogy
knowledge!

Despite being the descendants of
former slaves born in the 1850’s, Osceola
and twelve siblings lived a life of relative
prosperity in the south. Early 1900
courthouse records reveal that her parents
owned multiple properties, a delivery
service business, and even a piano. The
girls graduated from the private Mary
Holmes Seminary; her brothers and
husband attended college, too. When the
Spencers moved north in 1918, they left
professional careers selling insurance and
teaching school behind.

After twelve years of research travels,
we were recently amazed to discover that
many answers we sought were unknowingly
preserved practically in our own backyard
at the Evanston History Center! Now
accessible and safely archived, the
recorded voice of my then 82-year-old
“Gram” Osceola revealed more than ever
expected about her life and experiences
in Evanston.

Like putting words to music, the hushed
and often barely audible voices of my
grandmother and her sister Clothield Outlaw
Holmes brought to life and validated our
family history revealing:

• Why generations of family members
are named Lamounia

• How Second Baptist Church and the
1918 Military Draft influenced their
move

• Our African, Dutch and Irish
biological ancestry as already
detected by DNA tests

• Family residences and property
ownership in Evanston

• How employment, housing and
educational disparity obstacles were
overcome

• Osceola’s role as a civil rights,
pullman porter and political activist,
educator, PTA President and
Emerson Street YMCA supporter

• How the Spencers managed to
support six children in college at the
same time!

During Osceola’s 1970 conversations,
Northwestern grad student and lead
interviewer Wayne Watson accurately
predicted how listening to her voice again
some 50 years later would create
treasured moments for her grandkids. As
forecasted, having access to these
recordings has proven priceless! With
appreciation we thank all involved in the
production and preservation of the
Evanston History Center audio collection. 
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“Written with verve and style, and full
of new insights from untapped archives,
Charles Gates Dawes: A Life will surprise
scholars, impress general readers, and
shed new light on how modern America
came to be.” – Christopher Capozzola,
author of Uncle Sam Wants You: World

War I and the Making of the Modern
American Citizen.

Charles Gates Dawes: A Life is the first
comprehensive biography of an American
in whose fascinating story contemporary
readers can follow the struggles and
triumphs of early 20th century America.
Ebullient and irrepressible, Dawes is most
known today as Vice President of the United
States under Calvin Coolidge, but he also
distinguished himself and his hometown of
Evanston, Illinois, on the world stage with the
1925 Nobel Peace Prize. Annette B. Dunlap
recounts the story of this original American
who enlightened and enlivened his world.

Charles Gates Dawes: A Life can be
purchased at the Charles Gates Dawes
House bookstore, 225 Greenwood Street,
Evanston, IL. Paperback: $24.95,
Hardbound: $40.00.

Charles Gates Dawes: A Life was
published in cooperation with Northwestern
University Press and with generous
support from the Tawani Foundation.

Charles
Gates

Dawes: 
A Life

Have you given much thought to what
accessories you consider essential to your
look today? What would you have chosen in
1960, 1900, 1860? 

May 1, 2017 we will open a new exhibit
featuring fashion accessories for men, women
and children of all ages, tastes and styles. Some
will be practical and some highly decorative and
whimsical. Our costume collection is rich in
accessory pieces used by Evanstonians
throughout the history of the city. While many
think of clothing in terms of garments to cover the
body, accessories are a considerable part of our
wardrobes, and help to define and individualize
the way we present ourselves to the world. We
will also investigate where Evanstonians have
acquired their accessories by looking into
businesses which created or sold them.

We will see how accessory items have

evolved through time, both in style and use.
Some, considered essential in the past, have
either changed their forms or fallen into
disuse, while others which were unknown to
our ancestors are considered vital today.
Few women currently carry a vinaigrette filled
with smelling salts in their purses (in case they
feel faint) or wear a silver chatelaine with an
ivory note pad and silver mechanical pencil
suspended from it, but their ancestors in the
late 19th century well might have. And most
people would have difficulty explaining to their
ancestors why they must wear a Fitbit today. 

Walking sticks, parasols, fans, chatelaines,
gloves, hats, shoes, stockings, spurs, riding crops,
garters, jewelry, posy holders, shoe trees, cigarette
holders, match boxes, and many other items
from the mid-19th through the 20th century will
be on display until the end of December 2017. 

Evanston
Accessorized
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A New
Critical
Edition of 
A Journal 
of the Great
War

The Evanston History Center (EHC)
announces the publication of a new,
critical edition of Charles Gates Dawes’ 
A Journal of The Great War, edited by
Jenny Thompson, with two new essays
that explore the broader story of Dawes’
war experience. The new edition is
published in honor of the centennial of
World War I and also to mark the close of
EHC’s Year of Dawes.

First published in 1921, A Journal of
the Great War provides a fascinating
glimpse into the challenges faced by the
American Expeditionary Forces (AEF)
during the United States’ 18-month
involvement in World War I. Dawes’
journal, written while he was stationed in
France from August 1917 to July 1919,
offers a behind-the-scenes look at the
power struggles and political maneuvering
that took place among American and
European political and military leaders as
they sought to fight the war as an allied
force. Part document of life in wartime
France, part war diary, and part mentation
on the means of exercising power, Dawes’
journal is a unique contribution to the
literature of World War I.

The new edition includes Dawes’
original journal, annotated in order to
provide a larger context for his story,
photographs, including never-before
published images from the EHC archives,
and two new essays, drawn from the
resources of the Evanston History Center
and the Charles G. Dawes archive at the
Charles Deering McCormick Library of

Special Collections, Northwestern
University Libraries, Northwestern
University, whose holdings include
Dawes’ original handwritten war journal.
The essays, which draw from an array of
sources, including Dawes’ and his family
members’ correspondence during the
war, provide a broader picture and
analysis of Dawes’ war service, his
motivations for service, his family’s
experiences during the war, and the
impact the war had on him and his
postwar career.

The book is now available on Lulu.com.
The price is $25, plus shipping. All
proceeds benefit the Evanston History
Center. (Charles G. Dawes, A Journal of
the Great War. Evanston, IL: Evanston
History Center, 2016. 508pp, with
photographs. ISBN 978-0-9906574-1-5.)

Footnote:

1..Letter from Charles G. Dawes to Rufus Dawes,
November 4, 1918. Box 71, Charles G. Dawes Archive,
Charles Deering McCormick Library of Special
Collections, Northwestern University Libraries,
Northwestern University, Evanston, Illinois. 

There is no use trying to write
you of my experiences. I will
have to wait and tell you
about them after the war.1

—Charles G. Dawes, letter to his
brother, November 4, 1918

Charles Gates Dawes in
Uniform, c. 1917. EHC Archives
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As the Evanston Women’s History
Project’s Vickie Burke intern, I’ve been
working on expanding the Project’s work
on women’s suffrage activism in Evanston
and updating our website and online
collection, Evanston Women and the 19th
Amendment. The Evanston Political
Equality League, a group dedicated to
fighting for suffrage that included many
prominent Evanston women, has been my
chief focus over the last several weeks. 

While the organization was officially
founded in 1903 or 1904, Evanston women
had been interested in women’s suffrage
for many years. Many of the EPEL’s
members had been involved in
temperance and other reform causes as
part of women’s clubs or the Woman’s
Christian Temperance Union,
headquartered in Evanston. In 1895, an

Evanston Index article recognized the
efforts of Celestia McKinnie and Elizabeth
Harbert, who had been “urging the
legislature to extend further suffrage to
women”—the kind of effort that other
accounts tell us was often met with ridicule. 

By 1904, the EPEL had incorporated
as a formal organization. It affiliated with
the Illinois Equal Suffrage Association
(IESA), working on the community level to
distribute pamphlets, host lectures, and
sponsor essay contests. EPEL was likely
involved in organizing a 1912 lecture by
Evanstonian and EPEL co-founder
Catharine Waugh McCulloch, IESA
president Ella Stewart, and Chicago Equal
Suffrage Association president Grace
Wilbur Trout at the Evanston YMCA, one
stop on a suffrage tour around the state of
Illinois. 

In my archival research
on the EPEL in the
Evanston History Center’s
archives, I’ve found much
evidence of the dedication
of Evanston women to the
cause of suffrage in the
face of long odds. Some
materials, however, also
reveal some arguments for
women’s suffrage that are
troubling to readers in the
present. For example, Aleck
G. Whitfield, the high school
senior awarded first prize
by the EPEL for his essay
on the question, “Should
Chicago Women Have
Municipal Suffrage?” (1910
or 1911) cited statistics
from the 1900 census to
show that suffrage would
increase the voting power
of native-born Chicagoans

Evanston
Women’s

History
Project

Ella Wagner,
Intern
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On August 27th the History Center
hosted a reunion for the Descendants of
William Dawes Who Rode Association
(DWDWRA.) William Dawes was an
American patriot who, along with Paul
Revere, rode out of Boston on the night of
April 18, 1775. Their mission was to spread
the alarm that British regular troops were
on the march and meant to apprehend
colonial leaders John Hancock and Samuel
Adams, then in Lexington, and to capture
munitions stored near Concord. Shots
exchanged that night set the colonies on
the path to independence from England.
William Dawes was Charles Gates Dawes’s
great-great grandfather.

Family members enjoyed the renaming
of the East Parlor, now the Dawes Parlor.
Extended Dawes family and friends, under
the leadership of George Henry Dawes
Schulz (grandnephew of C. G. Dawes)
raised funds to support the Dawes House
Capital Campaign and dedicate the parlor.

Family members also enjoyed a
presentation of letters and diary entries

written during the Civil War by Julia Cutler
(Charles Dawes’s great aunt) and his father
Rufus Dawes. Barbara Moberg (great
granddaughter of C. G. Dawes) read the
part of Julia and Scott Britton (Executive
Director of the Castle in Marietta, Ohio)
read entries written by Rufus Dawes.
Peggy Dempsey narrated the reading. 

Everyone enjoyed the morning very
much! For more information about
DWDWRA visit wmdawes.org
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DWDWR
Reunion

over immigrants. “The vote of the ignorant,”
Whitfield wrote, “has always been a
menace to good government. The foreign
element which has so large a percentage
of ignorant members is detrimental for this
reason” (“Prize Essays: Whitfield and
MacDonald”). The presence of this kind of
anti-immigrant language complicates the
story we tell about the crucial battle for the
enfranchisement of women.

Please follow the EWHP’s Omeka site,
evanstonandthe19th.omeka.net, for
updates on this project and to view newly
digitized content from the archives. Stay
tuned as well for a new physical display
on Evanston Women and the 19th
Amendment, coming to the Evanston
History Center in the next few months.

DWDWR members at
the August reunion
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Evanston
History
Center
Events

Jenny Thompson, PhD
Director of Education

Find us on:
Save the Date! 
Sunday, December 4, 2016, 1pm-4pm: The Annual Holiday Open House at the Evanston
History Center. Join us for live music, treats, crafts for kids, and more! That same day EHC will
also launch the 11th Annual Holiday Food Drive. Please consider bringing a non-perishable
food item to benefit area residents in need. 

The Last Voyageurs: Retracing La Salle’s 
Journey Across America

Thursday, October 20, 2016, at 7pm at the Evanston History Center.

Author Lorraine Boissoneault will discuss her book, The Last Voyageurs, a
fascinating account of a 1976 reenactment involving 24 young men who canoed 3,300
miles across North America, dressing, eating, and acting like 17th-century Frenchmen.
The reenactment followed the route of French explorer La Salle, the first European to travel
all the way down the Mississippi River. Over the course of the reenactment, participants
battled storms on the Great Lakes, walked more than 500 miles across the Midwest during
one of the coldest winters of the 20th century, and overcame near-death experiences
to reach the end of their journey. Learn about this amazing story and the lessons the
participants learned about the modern world during their 8-month “visit” to the 1600s.

“Lorraine Boissoneault has written a contemporary classic in the literature of the vision
quest - part arduous odyssey, part coming-of-age saga,” observes Samuel Freedman,
Pulitzer Prize-nominated author of The Inheritance. “Here is risk, injury, pain, contention
— and camaraderie, common purpose, rapture, and a life-changing achievement.”

Boissoneault is a journalist and fiction writer based in Chicago. She previously served
as the assistant travel editor at The Weather Channel. Her work has been published by
The Atlantic, MentalFloss, Chicago Magazine, Salon, Forbes, JSTOR Daily, City Limits,
The Morning News, and others. After the presentation, Boissoneault will sign copies of
her book, which will be for sale at the event.
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EHC's first gala, on a perfect starlit
August night, was an event to remember!
More than 100 guests enjoyed an evening of
signature cocktails and buffet dining in the
magically transformed Charles Gates Dawes
House. Music by Ken Arlen Musical
Productions completed the evening, with
guests dancing to — of course! — "All in the
Game" as well as tunes ranging from Cole

Porter to Motown. The evening also
celebrated the official release of the newest
biography of Dawes, Charles Gates Dawes A
Life by Annette B. Dunlap, published by
Northwestern University Press and generously
underwritten by the Tawani Foundation. If
you missed this year's gala, please plan to
join us next year. Copies of the biography
are available for purchase at EHC. 

Giants in the Park: Unveiling the Histories Behind
Lincoln Park’s Vintage Monuments

Thursday, November 10, 2016, 7PM

Krista August, author of the award-winning book, Giants in the Park, will take
audience members on a virtual tour of Lincoln Park, historically Chicago's great place
of leisure and also an outdoor art and history museum with its seventeen vintage
portrait statues (the “giants in the park.”) 

August will discuss the fascinating histories behind several of the park's “giants”
including, The Alarm, LaSalle, Lincoln, Grant, and Fountain Girl (originally named
Willard Fountain, for Evanston’s Frances Willard). She will also discuss the broader
history of the park, including “missing” statuary and the park’s cemetery years. August
has been leading walking and biking tours in Chicago for many years, guiding people
through the city for the Chicago Architecture Foundation. She currently leads tours of
Lincoln Park's historic monuments. A book signing will follow the presentation. 

Reservations are recommended. To make a reservation online visit:
evanstonhistorycenter.org/all-events/ or email jthompson@evanstonhistorycenter.org.
Admission is $10, payable at the door. EHC Members free.

The event begins at 6:30 pm with a wine and appetizer reception. Doors open at
6:30 pm and the presentation begins at 7pm.

MELODY IN August  
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Dated Mail
Please Deliver Promptly

225 Greenwood Street
Evanston, Illinois 60201

A membership level in honor of The Merchants Club of 1896, a predecessor to The
Commercial Club of Chicago. The clubs merged in 1907. Leaders of The Merchants
Club included Charles G. Dawes, Frederic A. Delano, and Charles H. Wacker. The
Club was responsible for commissioning the Daniel Burnham Plan of Chicago. 

What do you want the future to know
about your Evanston? Draw a picture of a
building or a scene that plays a role in your
life experience and tells a story about
your/our community. If you wish, write some
brief exhibit text explaining the place and
the story. The drawings and text will be
added to the archives of the Evanston
History Center so that future generations will
know and understand the commonalities
and differences that were and are Evanston.

Robert Allison
Alfred Andreychuk and Allan Deptula
Nathan Apelian
Laura Biddle Clarke and Ken Clarke
Susan Boothe
John Brauer
Jeanine and Tom Breen
Helen Bridges
Holly and Jeff Briggeman
Eileen and Shawn Budde
Rina Campbell
Dayna Block and Joe Castro
Mr. And Mrs. Robert Burke
Rich Christy
Cynthia Clark
Arthur and Sharon D’Ambrosio
Jill Demma
Jennifer Donatelli
Howard and Carol Ellegant
Sara Fieberg
Mike Ford and Spencer Beard

Anne and Steven Gilford
Thomas and Mary Graham
Cathleen and John Hammerschlag
Paul Hughes 
David and Valerie Johnson
Ben and Kate Julian
Margaret Kamarchevakul
Scott Kelly
John and Yvette Kennedy
William Kundert
Stephanie Layden
William Lemieux
Rachel Liss
Bennett Lowenthal
Sandra Luzzi
Jay and Bonnie Lytle
Darlene Mallek
Ames Mathee
Robert McDonald and Irene
Freeman

Marvin and Connie McMacken

Barbara Miller
Susan Moss
Amy Osterman and Abdoulaye
Camara

Kathy Perkowitz
Polly Rattner
Annette Rehmke and Jeff Hickey
Carol Rizzolo
Jeff and Beth Scales
Ann C. Schmidt
Chika Sekiguchi and Tom Daniel
Rahul Shah
Margaret Shaklee
Bethany Schwartz Smith
James and Barbara Solheim
Andrew Stewart and Kimberly
Thomas

Alisa Swerdlove
Arla Unwin
Chris VanAvermaete
John and Dia Walsh

Alexandra Ward
James Warden
Ann Weatherhead
Joyce Weber
Sharon Weeks
Diane Williams
Conrad Winkler and Julia Palmer
Ada Yung

EHC Welcomes our Newest Members! 
Thank you for Joining!

Merchants Club Business / Civic Organization

American Vintage Home
Andy's Frozen Custard
Bozeman Construction
Bradley Investment Center
Anne Branning & Meredith
Schreiber, Realtors

City of Evanston Community
Development Department 

Mark Dolnick Web Design
First Bank & Trust Evanston
Heaven Meets Earth Yoga
John J. Cahill, Inc.
Nature's Perspective
Landscaping

Southeast Evanston
Association

Three Crowns Park
Karl Vogel/Evanston Real
Estate Broker@Properties

Whole Foods Market Evanston
South

Window Works/Tiger Bath
Home Improvement and
Remodeling

October 29 
1:00-4:00 p.m.


