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The Shelby House, 924 Plum Street. Eliza West was a neighbor. Photograph by
John Johnson. Used by permission from Douglas Keister.
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Happy Year of Dawes!  
We are half way through the Year of

Dawes and the staff and I continue to be
amazed by the interesting things we learn
about Charles Gates Dawes and his family.  
On President’s Day we opened the Year

of Dawes exhibit, A Crowded Life. 75
people stopped in during the afternoon open
house to see the exhibit which is installed in
the Perkins Parlor on the First Floor as well
as the second floor exhibit galleries. 
Many people are wondering how we

decided on the exhibit title.  Well, it wasn’t
easy.  Dawes was a multifaceted man and
choosing a title to reflect the many aspects
of his life proved difficult.  We settled on this
title because Dawes liked this quote from his
friend, Dwight Morrow. Here is the quote.
“I do not feel that I deserve it, but my

friend Dwight Morrow has just wired me:
Much love and best wishes for a new year
that will be as happy for you and as useful
to others as the crowded years that you
have already lived. …This and the fact that
last night I read over my journal for the
years 1896 to 1902 make me realize that I
really have lived a ‘crowded life’”… (From
Notes As Vice President, December 1928)
The complete installation on the exhibit is

the latest in the yearlong celebrations. Stay

tuned for information about Year of Dawes.
Springtime at the History Center always

means we are busier than usual working on
the house walk. The 41st annual Mother’s
Day house walk, will be held on Sunday,
May 18th from 12 – 5 and will be Dawes’
Evanston, featuring historically and
architecturally significant houses in Dawes’
neighborhood (southeast.) For the first
time, the entire Dawes House will be open
to the public (including the 3rd floor) and
the coach house!
You can purchase house walk tickets on

our website at www.evanstonhistorycenter.org.
You can also renew your membership and
make donations all year long. Don’t miss
this wonderful, annual event!
Save the date, Saturday July 24th, 1:00

– 4:00 for our annual Ice Cream Social and
Saturday, August 27th for a Year of Dawes
Gala and the publication of the new
Charles Gates Dawes biography!
I hope you enjoy this edition of

TimeLines. As always thank you so very
much for your continued support, we
couldn’t do what we do without you.
Best,
Eden Juron Pearlman, 
Executive Director
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Eliza Wright
West (1839-

1933)
Uncovering a

Remarkable Life  
Jenny Thompson, Director of Education,

Evanston History Center

In 1925, as Charles Dawes took office as U.S. Vice
President, the American press’ longstanding interest in
all the details of his life continued, often resulting in
stories that unearthed fascinating connections between
the Dawes family and the larger American narrative. On
March 8, 1925, the New York Times published one such
an article headlined: “Mr. Dawes Fond of Strawberries.”

Eliza West from a
photo in the Lincoln
Sunday Star, 1924

The article profiled an 86-year old
“little-grey-haired” woman with “a
personality radiating kindness,” named
Eliza Wright West, a resident of Lincoln,
Nebraska. Lincoln, of course, had been
the stomping ground of a young Charles
Dawes from 1887-1894. It was to Lincoln
that Charles’ young bride Caro Blymyer

Dawes came following her 1889 wedding
to Charles in Cincinnati. And it was in
Lincoln that their children, Rufus and
Carolyn, were born.

For roughly five years, from 1889 until
1894, West (then known as Eliza Wright)
worked for Charles and Caro Dawes.
West not only helped run their household

Eliza West’s Signature 
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in their little “four-room cottage” (which
they rented for $18 dollars a month) at
1400 D street, but she was on hand to
help care for the Dawes’ children when
they were born. Later, when the Dawes
moved into more spacious quarters at
1301 H Street, West was there too. She
did not live with them, but came daily to
cook, clean, and take care of the children.

The New York Times article was based
on a more in-depth profile of West, written
by Marjorie Wyman, that appeared in the
Lincoln Sunday Star on September 14,
1924, titled, “Mrs. West Recalls Cooking
for General Dawes’ Bride When She
Came to Lincoln.”

“She was that sweet,” said West of
Mrs. Dawes, whom she called a “queen.”
But she “couldn’t even stir a batch of
biscuit,” she recalled, stating that Caro
was “just a young girl when I went to work
for her, and she had never done any
housework, or cooking, or sewing.” West
helped Caro with the basics of running
her new home, and she also cooked
meals for the Dawes. In particular, she
made strawberry shortcake for Charles
Dawes, saying that she “never knew
anybody who liked strawberry shortcake

better than Mr. Dawes. I believe he would
have eaten it every day.”

When the Dawes planned their move
east to Evanston, Illinois, West was to go
along with them. She “helped pack
everything in readiness for the trip.” But
she fell ill with the “grippe,” as West
remembered, and was unable to go. The
family that had been “so kind to her”
moved away, and West recalled her
sorrow in seeing them go.

But West’s experiences with the
Dawes family were just one part of her
“kaleidoscopic life,” as Wyman wrote.
“Her reminiscences are breath-taking in
their range of territory.”

Indeed.
When the Dawes packed up and moved

from Lincoln in 1894, they left a young city
that had witnessed incredible growth in
recent years. Years earlier, in 1887, a 22
year old Charles Dawes moved to the small,
but burgeoning city of Lincoln, choosing to
make his own fortune by going “west.”

Eliza West had done the same thing.
Although under vastly different
circumstances.

Eliza West was born in Mississippi in
March 1839.1 From birth, she was

The Dawes’s first home
in Lincoln, 1400 D Street,
from the Lincoln Sunday
Star, 1924. The house

still stands today.
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enslaved on a plantation. She did not live
with her family, but managed to see her
mother and other family members “once
in a while.” Despite the ordeal of slavery,
she would later learn to read and write
(the ultimate act of defiance against the
system of slavery, and an act punishable
by death in some cases) and to marry
(although legal marriage between
enslaved people was outlawed under the
system of slavery).

West met her future husband, Mr.
Wright, on another plantation, run by the
Wells family, where she was taken with
her mother and siblings some time prior
to the American Civil War. Wright was an
enslaved man on the plantation. The
couple had children, including two sons
(John, born in 1859, and Jasper, born in
1863). (The 1910 U.S. Census records
Eliza West as having had 5 children, two
of whom were living).

At the outbreak of the American Civil
War, West was still living on that
plantation in Mississippi, and she well
remembered “the noise of the big guns”
and “feeding the soldiers as they passed
along the way.” One of her sons, John,
was still a toddler when Jasper was born
in 1863. At some point, she entrusted a
female friend to take care of her baby; her
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Caro Dawes in her
Wedding Dress

Summer Porch Scene: 1821
South 16th Street, Lincoln,
Nebraska, Julius and Tillie
Miller. Photograph by John
Johnson. Used by
permission from Douglas
Keister.
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husband, Mr. Wright, was now a soldier in
the war. (Wyman’s article states that Wright
“went with the Confederate soldiers to the
war.”2 Later, she received a message from
her husband that he was going to arrange
to come and get her and the children and
take them away. But another message with
his “explicit instructions” for their meeting
was intercepted. West would never see
him again.

After the war, and emancipation, West
lived with her older son John and took a
job for $50 a year, working for a daughter
of the owner of the Wells plantation. (The
Lincoln Sunday Star article inserts the
name “Wells” into Eliza’s name.) As one
can imagine, “things were not so pleasant
there,” and she was “anxious to leave,”
she reported.

But she soon fell ill and was made
“helpless for some time.” Once she
recovered it was “many years” before she
could save enough money to travel to

Vicksburg, Mississippi, to look for her
younger son who had,  during the chaos of
war, been entrusted to one of her friends.

Once in Vicksburg, West would be
reunited with that son, Jasper. It was then
she learned of her husband’s death.
Along with her two sons, she would
remain “for some time” in Mississippi,
probably in Vicksburg. The 1870 U.S.
Census records an Eliza Wright, age 25,3

living with two sons “J” and “L,” ages 7
and 10. This Eliza was working as a
laundress.

At some point prior to 1889, West
moved to Lincoln, Nebraska. Her two
sons preceded her there. Both sons were
recorded in the 1880 U.S. Census as
working as laborers in Vicksburg, but by
1883, the name of her elder son, John L.
Wright, appears in the Lincoln city
directory. John was working at the First
National Bank as a porter, and Jasper was
working as a Pullman porter. When she
arrived in Lincoln, West lived with her son
Jasper and his wife Naomi at 1235 B Street.

Sometime in 1889, West went to work
for the Dawes. By 1891, she was listed in
the Lincoln city directory as a “col’d
domestic,” working at 1440 D Street, the
Dawes home.

After the Dawes moved away,
(according to the New York Times article),
Caro would pay a visit to West whenever
she came back to Lincoln.

Four years after the Dawes left Lincoln,
West married again. In 1898, she married
Alexander West (1838-1912). Alexander

Thriving Western City,
O Street, Lincoln,

Nebraska, c. 1901,
Library of Congress.

Detail, 1870 U.S. Census,
Vicksburg, MS, “Wright,
Eliza” is listed on line 30.

The “M” stands for
“mulatto,” a category

widely used at the time. 
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West was born in Virginia, and came to
Lincoln some time around 1886.
Alexander was a veteran of the American
Civil War, having served in the 10th U.S.
Colored Infantry, Company B, from 1863-
1866.4

In the Lincoln Daily News, he was
described as a “well-to-do colored man”
with a “snug bank account reposing at
the First National Bank.5 Alexander owned
a farm and other land,6 and after their
wedding, the couple moved to Salina,
Kansas, about 200 miles south of Lincoln.
There they lived for many years until
Alexander’s death on April 6, 1912.

West then moved back to Lincoln. The
1920 U.S. Census lists her as living with
her son John in a house she owned at
824 Plum Street.

On Plum Street, West and her son
were living in the heart of a small, but
thriving African-American community in
Lincoln.

In 1870, only 789 African Americans
were recorded as living in Nebraska, and
by 1890, the number had risen to 8,900.7

By the 1920s, West and her sons were

living in an area marked by the emergence
of what has been called a national “New
Negro Movement” or “Renaissance” in the
early 20th century.8

Although most African-Americans were
forced into working menial and domestic
labor occupations, and racism and
discrimination were widespread, there
was, still, the sense of a new era. In
communities around the country, many
people now owned their own homes and
were raising families, their children
removed at least a generation from
slavery. A sense of accomplishment and
of a thriving culture emerged in forms of
self-expression, such as the incredible
photographs of Lincoln’s African American
community made by photographer John
Johnson (1879-1953)9 from 1910 to 1925.

Johnson’s images capture a
community presenting itself with
confidence and beauty. The past, and the
community’s direct roots in slavery (John
Johnson’s own father had been
enslaved), are not denied, but in the
building of a new place for themselves,
the Lincoln residents suggest that the

       
      
      

     
       
        
      
     
     
 

     
        
        
       

    
      

      
      

 
       
     
      

      

     
        

       
     
       

     
      
     
     
      

        
       

      
     

      
      
      

        
     
      
       
      
       
        

      
        
      

      
 
    
     

       
    

      
      

   

Alexander West, U.S.C.T.
[Colored Troops] enlistment
record, October 1863.

824 Plum Street, Eliza
West’s former home in
Lincoln. The home was built
in 1909 and stands today.
Photograph from
Zillow.com, accessed
February 16, 2016.
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American narrative can be written anew.
Johnson’s images are beautiful and
inspiring. His photographs include
portraits, scenes of daily life, and
landscapes, including a house on Plum
Street, one block from West’s own home.
(See Douglas Keister’s collection of
Johnson’s photographs:
http://keisterphoto.photoshelter.com/galler
y/Glass-Negatives/G0000BTrQZyKvdl8)

Johnson’s images show us the place
Eliza West called home following her flight
from the South and all that she had
witnessed and endured.

A few months before Marjorie
Wyman’s profile of West was published,
West’s son John L. Wright passed away
on February 21, 1924.10 In Wyman’s piece,
she notes that West’s brown eyes “grow
misty” as she recalled the 1912 death of
the Dawes’ son, Rufus. But it is highly
likely that she was thinking of her own lost
son, too– the precious baby born into
slavery, and who later led his mother
north, and to a better life.

In 1933, West passed away at the
Negro Women’s Christian Home in
Omaha, Nebraska. She was buried in
Wyuka Cemetery in Lincoln. Her husband,
Alexander West, and both her sons, John

L. Wright and Jasper Wright, are buried in
the same cemetery.

The historical record bears the mark of
the system of slavery in the failure of
people to have recorded the details of the
lives of so many enslaved and formerly
enslaved people. The fact that even part
of Eliza West’s story was recorded owing
only to her connection with the famous
Dawes family is an ironic twist of fate.

In the press’ eagerness to report on
the seemingly smallest detail of a great
man, the life of an equally great woman
was unearthed. The small glimpse into the
history of an American Vice President thus
proved to offer a window into one of
Lincoln’s residents, Eliza Wright West,
whose remarkable life experiences were
indeed “breath-taking in their range of
territory.”

Note: This article is part of EHC’s
ongoing efforts to work from Evanston
outward, researching and connecting the
historical dots beyond the Dawes House,
expanding our knowledge of the
American Scene and adding to our
understanding of the human narrative.

1860 Mississippi “Slave Schedule.”
Enslaved people were enumerated

separately in the 1860 US census, as
seen in the above image, although most
of the schedules do not provide personal
names. Most enslaved people were only
numbered and recorded in terms of age,

gender and color. They were listed
beneath the name of the slave “owner.”

Footnote:
1. Biographical information about Eliza West
and her family has been drawn from U.S
Census records from 1870-1930, Lincoln City
Directories, will and probate files, and death
records accessed through Ancestry.com.

2. The Confederate Army did not enlist black
soldiers until March 1865, just about one
month prior to the war’s end. A large number
of African Americans fought for the Union
Army, with the state of Mississippi providing
one of the largest number of recruits (roughly
18,000). Earnest McBride, “Black Mississippi
Troops in the Civil War,” 2006,
http://www.bjmjr.net/mcbride/black_mississip
pi.htm.

3. The year of Eliza West’s birth varies from
1839 to 1844 on various documents.

4. Alexander West enlisted on October 30, 1863
and was discharged in May 1866. “Fight
Good Fight,” Salina Evening Journal, May 27,
1912.

5. “Handy with a Pen,” Lincoln Daily News, July
18, 1893.

6. Alexander West, Probate Case File, 1912, in
Probate Case Files, 1867-1934; Index to
Probate Case Files, 1867-1934; Author:
Kansas. Probate Court (Saline County);
Probate Place: Saline, Kansas. Accessed on
Ancestry.com.

7. In 1854, there were only a recorded 13
African Americans (presumed enslaved)
living in the “Nebraska Territory,” which had a
total population of just 2,732. Slavery was
banned in the territory in 1861 and the black
population would start to rise.  See: “African
American Settlers,” Nebraska Studies,
http://www.nebraskastudies.org.

8. For more see, Jennifer Hildebrand, “The New
Negro Movement in Lincoln, Nebraska,”
Nebraska History 91 (2010): 166-189, and
The Harlem Renaissance in the American
West: The New Negro’s Western Experience,
Edited by Cary D. Wintz and Bruce A.
Glasrud. New York: Routledge, 2012.

9. Johnson’s work was only fairly recently
rediscovered and is now recognized as a
remarkable visual document of American
history. Another Lincoln photographer, a
contemporary of Johnson’s, Earl McWilliams
may also be the source of some of the
images. See Douglas Keister and Edward F.
Zimmerman, Lincoln in Black and White,
1910-1925. Charleston, SC: Arcadia, 2008.
The Johnson images used here are used by
permission of Douglas Keister, with many
thanks for his generosity. For more on
Johnson’s images, see:
https://mona.unk.edu/mona/john-johnson-
1879-1953/ and
http://www.smithsonianmag.com/smithsonian-
institution/lost-and-found-again-photos-of-
african-americans-on-the-plains-4344450/?no-
ist.

10.West’s other son, Jasper Wright, would live
until June 20, 1954.

Call For New Board Members
Wanted: Candidates for a two year term on the EHC Board of Trustees (to fill several

vacancies due to resignation and term limitation). If you would like to become more involved
in guiding the future direction of the Evanston History Center or you know someone that
should be considered, please send the name and contact information to, Eden Juron
Pearlman (ejpearlman@evanstonhistorycentr.org). The candidate should already be a
member or be prepared to join; reside in Evanston or have an Evanston connection; and
should be able to demonstrate previous interest or commitment to EHC.

COL (IL) J.N. Pritzker, IL ARNG (Retired) 
Pritzker Military Museum & Library Tawani
Foundation, 

Whole Foods Market, 
Northwestern University Press, 
The Evanston Public Library, 

The Descendants of William Dawes Who
Rode Association, 

The Evanston Community Foundation, 
Dr. Scholl Foundation, 
The Evanston Arts Council, 
The MacArthur Foundation and The
Richard H. Driehaus Foundation.
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American narrative can be written anew.
Johnson’s images are beautiful and
inspiring. His photographs include
portraits, scenes of daily life, and
landscapes, including a house on Plum
Street, one block from West’s own home.
(See Douglas Keister’s collection of
Johnson’s photographs:
http://keisterphoto.photoshelter.com/galler
y/Glass-Negatives/G0000BTrQZyKvdl8)

Johnson’s images show us the place
Eliza West called home following her flight
from the South and all that she had
witnessed and endured.

A few months before Marjorie
Wyman’s profile of West was published,
West’s son John L. Wright passed away
on February 21, 1924.10 In Wyman’s piece,
she notes that West’s brown eyes “grow
misty” as she recalled the 1912 death of
the Dawes’ son, Rufus. But it is highly
likely that she was thinking of her own lost
son, too– the precious baby born into
slavery, and who later led his mother
north, and to a better life.

In 1933, West passed away at the
Negro Women’s Christian Home in
Omaha, Nebraska. She was buried in
Wyuka Cemetery in Lincoln. Her husband,
Alexander West, and both her sons, John

L. Wright and Jasper Wright, are buried in
the same cemetery.

The historical record bears the mark of
the system of slavery in the failure of
people to have recorded the details of the
lives of so many enslaved and formerly
enslaved people. The fact that even part
of Eliza West’s story was recorded owing
only to her connection with the famous
Dawes family is an ironic twist of fate.

In the press’ eagerness to report on
the seemingly smallest detail of a great
man, the life of an equally great woman
was unearthed. The small glimpse into the
history of an American Vice President thus
proved to offer a window into one of
Lincoln’s residents, Eliza Wright West,
whose remarkable life experiences were
indeed “breath-taking in their range of
territory.”

Note: This article is part of EHC’s
ongoing efforts to work from Evanston
outward, researching and connecting the
historical dots beyond the Dawes House,
expanding our knowledge of the
American Scene and adding to our
understanding of the human narrative.

Croudfunding Thank You!
The February Crowdrise Online Campaign raised $51,512!!!  Thank you to all of

EHC's friends who helped support our first online crowdfunding initiative by giving a
gift and/or telling their friends and neighbors about the campaign.  Money raised will
be used for EHC's Capital Campaign to restore the Dawes House.  More information
about the Capital Campaign can be found at evanstonhistorycenter.org
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Year of Dawes event sponsors 
and partners include: 

Supported by The MacArthur Funds for Arts and
Culture at The Richard H. Driehaus Foundation

Northwestern
University Press
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Larger than the Moment
The National Historic Preservation Act is

celebrating its 50th anniversary this year.
The purpose of the act was to broaden the
scope of thinking about what is valuable to
our culture, to pause and consider the long-
term impact to a community before initiating
changes in the built environment. It was the
natural evolution in our understanding of
what is meaningful to our cultural landscape.

Teddy Roosevelt launched the first
legislative foray into the conservation
movement with his 1906 Antiquities Act, aimed
at preserving western lands, archeological
sites, and Native American cultural resources.
Ten years later, the National Park Service was
created to further protect designated natural
environment sites and in 1935 the Historic
Sites Act included buildings and structures. 

In the 1950s and 1960s, an economic
boom followed years of economic depression
and war. New technologies, new products
created a fast-paced growth. Aided by the
outreach of a national network of highways,
the spread of the built environment increased
dramatically. More and bigger cars needed
more and bigger parking lots. In the rush to
meet increasing demands, the quiet
diversities of our cultural landscape were
being demolished. 

The 1966 Natural Historic Preservation
Act was the result of efforts to introduce
inclusion to the process. To recognize the
diversity of history and culture, to allow time
for all affected parties to present their
viewpoint, to consider the impact on the entire
community. It dictated that no Federal funds
could be used for improvements without a
review by the impacted community. It added
dimension to the definition of historic sites by
broadening National Historic Landmarks to
include the National Register of Historic
Places. It meant everyone has a voice, that
everyone’s history matters.

Our mission at the Evanston History
Center is to collect, preserve and share
Evanston’s history. Our home, the Dawes
house, is a National Historic Landmark. Our
archival collection contains photographs
and records of Evanston’s built and natural
environment to assist everyone in a thoughtful
curation of the landscape that constitutes
the history of our community. As the
documentarian Ken Burns has said, “so that
people may be in the presence of forces
larger than those of the moment.”

Women’s History
This spring three graduate students from

Loyola University Chicago have continued the
work on Evanston Women and the 19th, an
online collection and exhibit curated and
maintained by the Evanston History Center
(EHC) and the Evanston Women’s History
Project (EWHP). The site aims to serve as a
resource for learning more about the
Evanstonian women and organizations that
made significant contributions to the women’s
suffrage movement which culminated in the
passage of the 19th Amendment to the U.S.
Constitution. Visitors can browse through the
collections, or they can “walk” through the
exhibitions to understand the ways in which
these women and organizations worked to
promote the female vote in Evanston and
across the country. Please visit
evanstonandthe19th.omeka.net to take a look!

Evanston
History
Center
News

Find us on:

Calling all Prospective Docents:
The Evanston History Center is looking for docents to provide tours of the Charles
Gates Dawes House. We provide the training and support for our wonderful corps
of volunteers who lead tours for visitors and special tour groups. This is a wonderful
opportunity for people interested in museums, architecture, and history. If you are
interested in signing up or learning more, please contact Kris Hartzell, Director of
Visitor Services at: 847-475-3410 or khartzell@evanstonhistorycenter.org. 
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people may be in the presence of forces
larger than those of the moment.”

Women’s History
This spring three graduate students from

Loyola University Chicago have continued the
work on Evanston Women and the 19th, an
online collection and exhibit curated and
maintained by the Evanston History Center
(EHC) and the Evanston Women’s History
Project (EWHP). The site aims to serve as a
resource for learning more about the
Evanstonian women and organizations that
made significant contributions to the women’s
suffrage movement which culminated in the
passage of the 19th Amendment to the U.S.
Constitution. Visitors can browse through the
collections, or they can “walk” through the
exhibitions to understand the ways in which
these women and organizations worked to
promote the female vote in Evanston and
across the country. Please visit
evanstonandthe19th.omeka.net to take a look!

Yoga on the Lawn
EHC is pleased to partner with Heaven Meets Earth Yoga Studio to offer outdoor

yoga classes on the third Saturday from June through September. Bring your yoga mat
(there will be a limited quantity to borrow) and enjoy deep breathing on the lakefront.
Check our website for more details.

“Yoga on the Lawn” will be held on the following saturdays: June 20th (Summer
Solstice); July 18th; August 15th and September 19th (Autumn Equinox and Evanston
Yoga Day).  Sessions run from 9 a.m. to 10:15 a.m.

Native American History and Evanston:
Collecting and Assessing a Complex Past
Thursday, April 7, 2016, 7 pm at the Evanston History Center, 225 Greenwood St.

Doors open at 6:30 pm with a wine and appetizer reception
Alyssa M. Padilla will explore and explain how the Evanston

History Center is currently working to comply with the Native
American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act (NAGPRA), a
Federal law passed in 1990. NAGPRA provides a process for
museums to repatriate certain Native American cultural items.
Padilla will discuss the process and also talk about some items
in the EHC collections related to local Native American history.

This event is part of Northwestern University’s One Book
One Northwestern programming. 

Admission: $10, payable at the door. EHC Members, free. RSVP recommended:
Click here to make a reservation online, 847-475-3410
orjthompson@evanstonhistorycenter.org

We need your Email
Address!
We are sending our members much
more information via email to save paper
and postage. If you’d like to hear from
us about upcoming events, programs,
special announcements, etc., please
contact us and we will add you to our
growing list. Send it to Grace Lehner at
glehner@evanstonhistorycenter.org.

EHC Annual Meeting 
EHC Annual Meeting will be
held at the Dawes House on
June 8, 6:30 pm. Join us for a
special meeting honoring the
Guild of the Evanston Historical
Society.

Calling all Prospective Docents:
The Evanston History Center is looking for docents to provide tours of the Charles
Gates Dawes House. We provide the training and support for our wonderful corps
of volunteers who lead tours for visitors and special tour groups. This is a wonderful
opportunity for people interested in museums, architecture, and history. If you are
interested in signing up or learning more, please contact Kris Hartzell, Director of
Visitor Services at: 847-475-3410 or khartzell@evanstonhistorycenter.org. 

Annual Ice Cream Social 
Saturday, July 23, 2016 from 1pm-4pm.

A free and fun event, featuring music, a magic show, 
the Dawes House open to visitors, and much more!



www.evanstonhistorycenter.org

Dated Mail
Please Deliver Promptly

225 Greenwood Street
Evanston, Illinois 60201

Mother’s Day House Walk
Sunday, May 8 2016

12 pm - 5 pm

Order tickets online at
www.evanstonhistorycenter.org

Sponsors:

The Evanston 
History 
Center’s

41st
annual

Save the Date
Please join us this summer and fall as we take Evanston history on the road again. Tours vary

but are occasionally repeated, offered and generally on the first and third Saturday of the month,
Some tours meet at the Evanston History Center. Other locations noted below. Tours begin at
11:00 and last for 90 minutes. The cost is $20 per person and reservations are strongly
recommended. RSVP to Kris Hartzell, khartzell@evanstonhistorycenter.org, 847-475-3410

Architectural Evanston, June 4, October 22 (4th Saturday)
A walk through the original town of Evanston, with a view to the architectural styles of different eras
and how they reflect the growth and change of the city.

Burnham in Evanston, September 3, October 1
Stroll through the neighborhood where architect Daniel Burnham chose to live, work and build. We
will see his property, houses and schools he designed, and hear about the man and his love of
“bucolic” Evanston.

Evanston's Lakefront, July 2, August 20
Discover the rich, varied history of Evanston's lakefront. From lifesaving stations to shipwrecks,
from boathouses to warehouses, from parks and private residences to piers, beaches, and
landscaping: the stories are as varied as the lakefront itself.

Evanston Women's History, June 18, September 17
In partnership with the Evanston Women’s History Project and The Frances Willard Historical
Associationl Meet in front of the Frances Willard House, 1730 Chicago Avenue.
Explore the revolutionary history of Evanston's women by viewing the houses and buildings where
they worked to transform our cultural landscape.

Downtown Evanston, September 14, 6:30 PM – Meet at Fountain Square In
partnership with Design Evanston
Once the primary shopping district of the North Shore, Evanston’s downtown is rich in layered
history.  From Fountain Square, to Marshall Field’s, to Miesian skyscrapers and Prairie School
gems, this tour has something for everyone.

Our popular Evanston Walking Tours 
will begin their 8th year in June, 2016.


