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Charles Gates Dawes military uniform. 
Photo credit: Jay Brannigan.
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On August 27th my colleagues and I
had the great pleasure of hosting an
overcapacity crowd of 200 guests who
joined us in celebrating the anniversary of
the 150th anniversary of the birth of Charles
Gates Dawes. This starlight cocktail party
was the launch of the “Year of Dawes.” The
Year of Dawes (YOD) will be celebrated
August 2015-August 2016. Our
programming all year will focus on Dawes,
his family and his achievements. We will re-
introduce Dawes and re-examine the
context of his life and the early twentieth
century which saw the zenith of his
extraordinary life. We have many interesting
programs planned for the year and hope
that you will continue to join us throughout
the year. Please stay in touch by visiting our
website and planning to attend. The
exciting culmination of the YOD will be the
publication of a new biography of Dawes,
published by Northwestern University Press. 
We also opened our special YOD

exhibit, A Crowded Life: Charles Gates

Dawes. This exhibit will be updated all year
long, so please be sure to return often to
see the latest installations. 
The highlight of the evening came when

Capital Campaign Committee Chair, Bob
Barr announced the beginning of the public
phase of a capital campaign to restore the
Dawes House and to add to EHC’s
endowment. Bob was delighted to
announce that $2.4 million of a $4 million
campaign has already been raised. The true
highlight came with the announcement that
EHC has received a pledge for a 1:1

Challenge Grant of up to $100,000

for the campaign from Tawani

Foundation and COL (IL) Jennifer N.

Pritzker, IL ARNG (Retired).

We are looking forward to a wonderful
campaign, where all of us who care about
preserving history have the chance to
make a difference. 
Thank you for all your support!
Eden Juron Pearlman, 
Executive Director
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A starlight celebration at the Dawes House on the
evening of August 27, 2015 provided a gala opening to
the Year of Dawes at the Evanston History Center,
kicking off a year-long initiative that will feature a series
of special events and the opening of a new exhibit
illustrating Dawes’ remarkable story, A Crowded Life.

Visitors enjoy A Crowded Life. Photo by Genie
Lemieux-Jordan / Evanston Photographic Studios

Through Charles Dawes’ extraordinary
participation in the rising action of the late
19th and early 20th centuries, as the United
States and the world transitioned to global
interdependence, the exhibit engages visitors
in a fascinating look at the emergence of
modern society. From economics to energy,
from politics and government to war, and the
complexities of forging a lasting peace, from
social welfare movements to the arts, Dawes
played a meaningful role from Evanston to the
world stage. Despite personal and global
tragedy, Charles Dawes maintained his belief
in each individual’s power to improve society,
demonstrating this in his own commitment to

serve and institute change. 
A Crowded Life features items from his

personal collection of memorabilia,
photographs, observations and
accomplishments, guided through this
remarkable life by graphic informative
panels. Highlights include an examination of
his work as a Brigadier General in charge of
supply in World War I, his leadership in the
construction of peace that was rewarded with
the Nobel Peace Prize, and his establishment
of networks for feeding and housing the
homeless. Throughout, he maintained close
family ties, composed popular music, wrote
books, bucked state protocols, advocated for
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the use of common sense solutions, and kept
his wry sense of humor. 

The first phase of the exhibit premiered
in August, including a reinterpretation of his
memorabilia room in the Marjory Blair
Perkins Parlor on the first floor, an exhibit of
his war service and international recognition
on the second floor, and an examination of
his housing for the homeless in the EHC
Research Room. In November, his work as

Ambassador to England and his role in
setting Federal economic and monetary
policy for several presidential
administrations will be highlighted. Finally,
on President’s Day, Monday, February 15
2016, the third and final phase will highlight
his work as Vice President, along with his
life in Evanston. The exhibits are free and
open to the public during our regular public
hours, Thursday – Sunday, 1 – 4.

Our terrace has a new look! Thanks to
the generosity of Ellen and George
Galland, our terrace has been updated. 

Until recently the terrace was edged
with a boxwood hedge. The hedge was in
poor condition and not part of the original
landscape plan. Many of the other plants
were also in poor condition. Ellen Galland, a
local architect, worked with us and Nature’s
Perspective to remove the boxwood, install

sod and replant the living boxwood around
our recently reconstructed conservatory on
the north side of the house. 

To further beautify the landscape, a few
large privet shrubs were planted near the
terrace steps on the south side. The terrace
is not only more beautiful but also has more
usable space. Please stop by and see it
soon. Before we know it the terrace will be
covered with snow!

Terrace Work

“A Crowded Life”. 
Photo by Genie Lemieux-Jordan / 
Evanston Photographic Studios
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In 1960, the Evanston Historical Society
moved into the Charles Gates Dawes House,
then under the custodianship of
Northwestern University. In addition to their
already growing artifact and archival
collections, the Society now had the
responsibility of maintaining the Dawes
Family Collection of approximately 1,000
items, from Tiffany lamps to French
bayonets, from autographed photographs of
past U.S. presidents to Caro Dawes’s scarfs.

Today, much of this collection
comprises the objects one might see while
taking a tour of the first floor, especially in
our new biographical exhibit in the Marjory
Blair Perkins Parlor, but there are also
many objects in storage, including
additional furniture, clothing, and hosts of
photographs from the First World War.

The last generation has seen the
increasing professionalization of local
history. Our staff today consists of highly
trained individuals dedicated to
safeguarding all of our primary sources for

posterity. Along with the objects
themselves, the information regarding each
of them must be maintained. A current
initiative in both Archives and Collections at
the Evanston History Center has been to
move toward a digital database of our
holdings. A project of mine has been to
begin the transfer of hard-copy records of
our artifacts into the database, starting with
the Dawes Family Collection.

The earliest inventory of the Dawes
Family Collection consisted of a
handwritten list divided by location (e.g.,
objects in one room on the first floor
would be 1-C-1 through 1-C-25, objects in
another room would be 1-D-1 through 1-
D-34). This was likely done by
Northwestern University after acquiring
the house when Caro Dawes passed
away in 1957. Provenance information
was not always evident. In 1961 and
1962, the Society performed an updated
inventory, also using a more complex
location- and object-type-based

The Dawes
Family
Collection, 
or, The Human
Factor  
By Jacob Slutsky,
EHC Intern

Caro Dawes’
desk.
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Early, handwritten Dawes
Collection inventory sheet.

cataloging system. All items were tagged
with numbers from this inventory. In the
1990s, a new inventory was performed,
giving the items sequential catalog
numbers (D-01 to D-902) unconnected to
their location. Each entry had a complete
accession sheet, similar to those we use
for our general artifact collection (which
we are also digitizing). It remains unclear
whether or not every item on the early
inventories received a new number. It is
clear, however, that for whatever reason,
many objects did not get a new tag, and
remained with their 1961-1962 catalog
numbers.

The problems with this process for our
staff today should be manifest. Prior to this
project, if I had wanted to generate a list
of, for example, the armchairs in the
Dawes Collection with all their information, I

would need to sift through all 900 pages
(spread across three binders), a time-
consuming task. Now that the objects are
no longer configured as they were when
either of the old inventories were
performed, the old inventory numbers are
not useful for looking up information.
Moreover, not all of the old numbers are
listed in the new binders were matched up
in the most recent inventory. Yet, as
mentioned above, many items still have
these numbers on their labels. Therefore,
even if I had an object in hand, if I wanted
to find its provenance or related
information, I would still be required to look
through all of the accession sheets to find
the no longer sequential old number, once
again, requiring much time and effort.

The advantage of a computer
database is almost too difficult to
overstate. A computer database would
simplify the search process greatly, allow
easy matching of the two sets of
numbers, and grant instantaneous results
for any query about any item. One can
attach photographs to entries and include
location information as well. For artifacts
and documents in storage, this would also
ease the process of researching, writing,
and installing new exhibits, both for the
Year of Dawes and in the future. While the
database for our artifacts is of internal
benefit (as opposed to our archival
collections database which may be
searched via our website), it will aid us in
facilitating research and educational
opportunities for many years to come.

My role in the digitization process was
largely one of copying the information in
the binders into our new database
software. This was not always a
straightforward process, for sometimes
the handwriting was nearly illegible and
sometimes facts were called into
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Dawes
Collection
binders

question. Unless I had good reason
though, I preferred to leave the records as
free from alteration as possible; with only
the records in hand and not the objects, it
did not strike me as responsible to alter
them. I hope to consult the old inventories
for additional information that might not
have made its way into the 1990s binder
sheets in an effort.

The one change I have made when
copying the data is to alter, unless quoted
in the title or inscription of an object, any
mentioning of “Charles Gates Dawes,”
“General Dawes,” or “Vice President
Dawes” as simply “CGD,” to facilitate
easier searching. Regarding that
searching, I also built a variety of
advanced searches so that staff can look
up objects based on a variety of fields,
from a description keyword (“Meuse-
Argonne”) to an artifact subcategory
(“Clothing––Headwear”).

This process allowed me to acquaint
myself, always through the record and
often through the object itself, with many
of the Dawes Family Collection items.
Particularly intriguing are the objects that,

while falling into the Dawes's custody, are
more connected with American, Western,
and world history than that of a single
family or location. These include:
• Fragments of pottery and a fresco
from the palace of Domitian on
Palatine Hill in Rome presented to
Charles Dawes by Italian architect
and archaeologist Giacomo Roni.

• A paperweight made from a piece of
brick taken from the Great Wall of
China.

• Moro tribal kris, a short wavy blade
used by native Filipinos, possibly
captured during the Spanish-
American War.

• An alabaster fragment with cuneiform
inscription used in the building of
Nineveh, given to Jane Dawes Shedd
by Iraqi archaeologist Hormuzd
Rassam from his excavation of that
ancient city by commission of the
British government. I first
encountered the record for this item
at the time the ISIS group began its
destruction of Assyrian antiquities at
the Mosul Museum.

We need your Email
Address!
We are sending our members much
more information via email to save paper
and postage. If you’d like to hear from
us about upcoming events, programs,
special announcements, etc., please
contact us and we will add you to our
growing list. Send it to Grace Lehner at
glehner@evanstonhistorycenter.org.
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The Costume Collection of the Evanston
History Center is so rich in wedding-related
garments that it is impossible to exhibit all
we would like to share at one time. Since
the exhibit opened in April, we have been
adding information and artifacts. During the

past month, we have changed out some of
the originally displayed garments for others.
We hope that wedding fans will consider
taking another walk down the aisle with us
to see the new offerings. The exhibit will run
through January 3, 2016.

If my calculations are correct, the
migration of collection information on these
902 items from binder sheets to computer
entries took me approximately seventy
hours to complete. Sometimes, it could be
of great personal interest; for example, it
was fascinating to find photographs of
royalty or other public figures encountering
the Dawes family. And occasionally finding
an item prompted a flurry of research and
writing, now available in my articles on the
EHC blog. Despite this, most of the time it
was undeniably repetitive, fairly un-
stimulating work. But the fruits of that work
constantly re-energized me. To realize that
as a result of my tedium, not only will future
generations of local-history professionals
have a searchable database from which to
see the Dawes family heritage, but the
years and communities in which the family

members lived, and the events and people
they encountered will reach out from the
ether into our world through these objects,
documents, and photographs––that is what
makes it all worthwhile. It is worth
remembering that the human factor is
essential to the creation of all sorts of
finding aids and research support, not to
mention the exhibition research and writing
that is fundamental to museum education,
and bringing collections and their records
into the computer age cannot be done
without careful input and oversight. To
contribute to the management and
interpretation of our common history, even
in the most mind-numbing way, connects
me both to the past through the artifacts,
and to the future through this database
and its potential.

Evanston Ties
the Knot

Marches Down
the Aisle Again

By Janet C. Messmer, 
Costume Curator

Ruth Anderson with her mother
Jennie on her wedding day,

June 7, 1924, when she
married William N. Erickson

Jennie Josephine Cooke married Jesse
Kelso Farley June 17, 1879
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Evanston History Center is grateful to our
“Year of Dawes” sponsors and partners:

Help us Preserve the Dawes House!
Evanston History Center is

approaching Phase III of a multi-faceted
restoration project of the Dawes House.
The project is the result of an extensive
assessment of the historic property
started in 2009, when EHC became proud
owners of the house, coach house and
grounds, after leasing the facility from
Northwestern University for over 50 years.

We have launched a $4 million Capital
Campaign to support the restoration work.
Currently we have raised $2.4 million in gifts
and pledges. EHC has received a pledge
for a 1:1 Challenge Grant of up to $100,000
for the campaign from Tawani Foundation
and Col (IL) Jennifer N. Pritzker, IL ARNG
(Retired). If you give now, your gift will be
effectively doubled! You may go online
www.evanstonhistorycenter.org to make
your gift or call us at 847-475-3410. 

What We’ve Accomplished
Phases I and II have been completed.

Phase I included rebuilding the conservatory
foundation and floor, major restoration of
masonry on the east side of the house, and
structural work on the coach house. Phase II
included work on the mechanical, electrical
and plumbing systems. A new geothermal
system and an updated boiler have been
installed – a cutting edge sustainable energy
system creating a stabilized interior environment.
The entire electrical system has also been
updated. Phase III will focus on completion
of masonry work and sandstone repair on the
exterior of the house and the terrace.

Capital Campaign Financials
• Campaign goal $4 million ($3.2 million
in capital and $800,000 in endowment)

• $2.4 million raised in cash and
pledges as of August 2015

• Lead gift of $750,000 from Frank B.
Foster Charitable Trust

Supported by The MacArthur Funds for Arts and
Culture at The Richard H. Driehaus Foundation

Northwestern
University Press
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Under the Buffalo Presentation
“The Dawes House Grounds: From Victorian to Prairie”

Barbara Geiger
Thursday, October 22, 2015, 7PM, 

at the Evanston History Center, 225 Greenwood St.
Doors open at 6:30PM with a wine and appetizer reception.

When Charles Gates Dawes bought 225 Greenwood Street in 1910, he hired prominent
landscape-gardener O.C. Simonds (1855-1931) to bring the grounds up to date. Simonds
was a popular designer and well-known among the Evanston upper-class, having planned
James Patten’s and Charles Deering’s properties. He changed the Dawes place from a
scattered Victorian look to a lush and inviting setting, filled with native plant species, for the
family’s popular outdoor parties. Graceland Cemetery, a remodeled Lincoln Park, and the
Morton Arboretum are a few of the nearly 1,000 other projects Simonds designed
throughout his career. Simonds was a nationally-significant designer, known for his early
ecological approach to landscape. Admission: $10, payable at the door. EHC Members,
free. RSVP recommended: 847-475-3410 or jthompson@evanstonhistorycenter.org 

Barbara Geiger is a landscape historian and author of Low-Key Genius: The Life and
Work of Landscape-Gardener O.C. Simonds.

Under the Buffalo Presentation
“Getting Started in Genealogy”

Grace DuMelle
Thursday, November 5, 2015, 7PM 

at the Evanston History Center, 225 Greenwood St.
Doors open at 6:30PM with a wine and appetizer reception.

The Dawes family was known for its fascination with genealogy, from tracing its roots
to William Dawes (who rode with Paul Revere) to chronicling various branches of the
family tree. They were hot on the genealogical trail long before the celebrity genealogy
shows became popular! In this presentation, award-winning author and researcher Grace
DuMelle will help you explore your own family history. She’ll explain the top 10 concepts,
such as working backwards, talking to relatives, using the census, three building blocks,
and more. (A companion, follow-up workshop led by DuMelle will be offered in Spring
2016). Admission: $10, payable at the door. EHC Members, free. RSVP recommended:
847-475-3410 or jthompson@evanstonhistorycenter.org 

Grace DuMelle is the author of Finding Your Chicago Ancestors: A Beginners Guide
To Family History In The City Of Chicago. She is president of the Heartland Historical
Research Service (HHRS) whose past clients include the United States Department of
Justice, the Museum of Broadcast Communications in Chicago, and Graystone
Communications (parent company of The History Channel). Since 2001, Grace has
worked in association with the Newberry Library in their Local & Family History section.
She guides patrons through the many resources there and frequently lectures on the
Newberry's genealogical holdings. 

“Year of
Dawes”
Fall 2015 

Events Schedule
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The Evanston History Center Presents:
The Holiday Open House and 

10th Annual Food Drive
Sunday, December 6, 2015, 1pm-4pm

Join us for an afternoon of holiday cheer at the Dawes House. Explore the majestic
lakeside mansion decked out for the holidays, view EHC’s exhibits, and enjoy holiday
treats, crafts for kids and live music in the Great Hall. 

1:00-2:30 pm: Piano Music by Chris Mathieu 
2:30-3:30pm: Music with Marian McNair 
This event is free and open to everyone!

EHC also hosts its10th Annual Food Drive, in partnership with the Greater Chicago
Food Depository. All food collected will go directly to an Evanston food pantry to
benefit area residents.  Donations of nutritious, non-perishable food (no glass, please)
will be accepted at the Dawes House, 225 Greenwood St., from Thursday, December
3, 2015 through Sunday, December 6, 2015 from 1PM-4PM each day. Please consider
donating to this important cause.

ISHRAB Grant

The Evanston History Center is excited to announce that it was chosen to be the
recipient of an Illinois State Historical Records Advisory Board (ISHRAB) grant! The grant
will fund the transfer of more than 250 oral histories on audio cassette tapes to digital files.
This will ensure their long-term preservation and make them more accessible. Also included
in the matching grant are funds for a computer listening station in our research room. EHC’s
oral history collection provides an extremely important and unique first-person view on the
history of our community. Thanks to ISHRAB and to Sunday Docent Alyssa Padilla who
facilitated the grant for us!

Evanston Women’s History Project News

This summer, the Evanston Women’s History Project (EWHP) at EHC was pleased to
have our first Vickie Burke Intern for Women’s History, Alisa Bajramovic. The internship was
named in honor of Vickie for her long interest and involvement in women’s issues in
Evanston, including her role as founder of the EWHP. Alisa supported the project by
completing new research and updating the research database, writing articles for the
website and initiating an online exhibit of EHC’s extensive women’s suffrage collection.
More can be found on the project’s website at www.evanstonwomen.org. Thanks to Alisa for
all her hard work and to all the donors to the internship fund who made it possible!

Shop at AmazonSmile and Support EHC

When you shop at AmazonSmile, Amazon will donate 0.5% of the purchase price to the
Evanston History Center! Please bookmark the link http://smile.amazon.com/ch/36-2167753
and support us every time you shop.



www.evanstonhistorycenter.org

Dated Mail
Please Deliver Promptly

225 Greenwood Street
Evanston, Illinois 60201

Who We Are The Evanston
History Center is a private, non-profit
educational and cultural institution
established in 1898 to preserve and share
Evanston history. The EHC collects,
preserves and tells the story of Evanston’s
past through tours of the Charles Gates
Dawes House, interactive and engaging
museum exhibits, a comprehensive research
room and research collections, and wide-
ranging educational programs.

Calling all Prospective
Docents:
The Evanston History Center is looking
for docents to provide tours of the
Charles Gates Dawes House. We
provide the training and support for
our wonderful corps of volunteers who
lead tours for visitors and special tour
groups. This is a wonderful
opportunity for people interested in
museums, architecture, and history. If
you are interested in signing up or
learning more, please contact Kris
Hartzell, Director of Visitor Services at:
847-475-3410 or
khartzell@evanstonhistorycenter.org. 

Please join us in the creation of 

The Legacy Walk
Honoring the legacyof the Guild

of the Evanston Historical Society

Find us on:

The Legacy Walk will be a permanent tribute to the years of service provided by the
dedicated members of the Guild to the Society. This is a fundraising effort in coordination
with “Evanston’s History. Evanston’s Home.” Capital Campaign. 

Beautiful as well as practical, the brick path will be installed in the newly-designed walk
leading from the front of the house to the east side yard and terrace.  Please call Jill Kirk at
847-475-3410 for more information.

Pre-installation prices for bricks:

Dawes 150th Birthday Brick — $150
6X6 inch brick; two lines of inscription with 25 characters per line
225 Greenwood Brick — $225
6X9 inch brick; three lines of inscription with 30 characters per line

(Landscape architect’s design of proposed walk


