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Isaiah Part II, Lesson 17 

Leave Babylon 

Isaiah 48:12-22 

God called on Jacob (Israel) to listen to Him.  He identifies Himself to them as the Creator and as the One 

who called them to be His special people.  Read Isaiah 48:12-16. 

God spoke of Himself as the first and the last.  In the Revelation 1:8, Jesus said, “I am the Alpha and the 

Omega...who is and who was and who is to come, the Almighty.”  Alpha is the first letter in the Greek al-

phabet and Omega is the last letter.  There was not another god who was worshipped in Babylon who identi-

fied himself or herself that way. 

God is the creator.  He “laid the foundations of the earth.”  At that time, the people thought of the world as 

being flat and having to sit on a foundation.  God is credited with building that foundation.  He also made 

the heavens.  At that time people thought of the heavens as being like a bowl turned upside down over the 

earth.  The stars were up there hanging in the heavens and the sun and moon passed from east to west across 

the heavens.  God didn’t tell them that, but when He spoke, they just assumed that was the way He saw it 

also.  God has always given humans information that we could understand with the knowledge that we have. 

God said that the creation comes fourth when He calls.  The Hebrews often spoke of God bringing created 

things into being by His word.  Psalm 33:6 says, “By the word of the Lord were the heavens made, their 

starry host by the breath of His mouth.”  Psalm 33:9 says, “For He spoke, and it came to be; He commanded 

and it stood firm.”  In the New Testament, John, chapter one, says, “In the beginning was the Word, and the 

Word was with God, and the Word was God...through Him were all things made; without Him nothing was 

made that has been made.” 

God reminds them that only He foretold what was happening in Babylon.  Isaiah was preaching and writing 

this many years before it happened…even before they were taken into captivity in Babylon in 586 BC…and 

before some were taken even earlier.  Isaiah was preaching this before 700 BC. Since God had spoken many 

years before, He called on the people to listen to Him instead of the idols who hadn’t foretold anything. 

Then, God spoke of His “chosen ally.”  This is a person who would carry out God’s purpose against the 

Babylonians.  We can identify this “chosen ally” by looking back to Isaiah 45:1 where we read, “This is 

what the Lord says to His anointed, to Cyrus whose right hand I take hold of to subdue nations...”   God was 

going to use Cyrus, king of Persia, to conquer the Babylonians and free the Israelites. 

Earlier, God had said that He called the Israelites.  That was a special choice among all people.  Now, He 

said that He had called Cyrus.  This is a special choice for a special task.  His task is to conquer Babylon, 

and to ultimately free God’s people Israel.  

God promised that Cyrus would succeed.  He was called God’s “anointed” in Isaiah 45:1; His “shepherd” in 
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44:28; a “man of (God’s) counsel” in 46:11.  Here “chosen ally” in verse fourteen is translated by some as 

saying “The Lord loves him” instead of “The Lord’s chosen ally.”  It is obvious that God had placed special 

trust in and a special task on Cyrus.  Does this mean that Cyrus was a believer in Israel’s God? Not neces-

sarily.  History tells us that this was not the case. 

In verse sixteen, The messenger of God again called on the people to listen to him.  He reminded them that 

what was being said here was not a secret, and not only had God spoken it plainly, He had been there for 

them through it all.  

The message from the Redeemer, the Holy One of Israel, the Lord your God, your teacher and the one who 

directs you in the way you should go is: If you had done what I commanded you to do, 

1. Your peace would have been like a river.  That is a river full of water. 

2. Your righteousness would be like the waves of the sea. 

3. You would have many children.  Children were seen as a blessing from God. 

4. You would have security.  God would never let them be destroyed. 

And, then God tells His people to “leave Babylon.”  They had been captive, some of them for seventy years.  

They had been slaves to the Babylonians and waited on them for all these years.  They had lived as the poor 

and hopeless.  It was a very bad existence.  Now, God was saying to leave all this.  It is stated as a com-

mand.  Something like “Get out of Babylon!” 

They were commanded to shout it loudly.  They were to shout with joy, “The Lord has redeemed His serv-

ant Jacob.”  The Message translation says it this way: “Get out of Babylon!  Run from the Babylonians!  

Shout the news.  Broadcast it.  Let the whole world know, the whole world.  Tell them, ‘God redeemed His 

dear servant Jacob!’”  

They would be rescued out of Babylon just like the time that God rescued Israel out of Egypt.  In that case, 

even though they had to travel through the desert, they didn’t thirst.  God made water flow from a rock. (See 

Exodus 17:6)  This is the last time Babylon is mentioned in Isaiah. 

Finally, God said, “There is no peace for the wicked.”  God had told them to “Leave Babylon.”  However 

there were those who chose to remain.  Josephus, the Jewish historian, said that many chose to stay with 

their possessions in Babylon.  God was saying that if they didn’t follow His command, they would have no 

peace in Babylon. 

*Underlined words and phrases are to be used in completing the Student Worksheet. 
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Scripture Memory: “This is what the Lord says—your Redeemer, the Holy One of Israel: I am the Lord your 

God, who teaches you what is best for you, who directs you in the way you should go.”  Isaiah 48:17 

Lesson Goal: To remind students how important it is to follow God’s leading. 
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Listen during the lesson for this information: 

1. How did the people of Isaiah’s time picture the world and the heavens? 

 

 

2. Psalm 33:6 says, “By the _____ of the Lord were the heavens made, their starry host by the ___________ 

of His mouth.”   

3. Who was God’s “chosen ally?” 

 

4. Other than “chosen ally,” what were the other three titles given to this king? 

 

5. What four things would have happened to God’s people if they had done what He had commanded them? 

 

 

 

 

6. God told His people to “Leave Babylon.”  What were they to “shout for joy?” 

 

7. Why did God say that “There is no peace for the wicked?” 
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Scripture Memory: “This is what the Lord says—your Redeemer, the Holy One of Israel: ”I am the Lord your God, 

who teaches you what is best for you, who directs you in the way you should go.”  Isaiah 48:17 
 

How to begin a Personal Relationship with God: 

First, believe that the God of the Bible is the true God. 

Second, believe that Jesus, God’s Son, was sent to earth to die so that you can have a relationship with God. 

Third, ask God to forgive your sins in Jesus’ name. Jesus’ death on the cross paid the price of every sin you commit. 

Fourth, ask Jesus to be your Savior and the Lord of your life. 
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