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Isaiah Part II, Lesson 15 

The Fall Of  Babylon 

Isaiah 47 

Read Isaiah 47:1-3.  This is the voice of God telling the future of the mighty nation of Babylon.  Many be-

lieve that idolatry began in the Tigris-Euphrates valley, which was called Babylon in Isaiah’s day.  Some 

would say that there was worship of idols in the East, China and other places, which preceded and had noth-

ing to do with the Babylonian idolatry practiced by the neighbors of Israel. 

We must remember that the worship of anything or anyone other than the God of Israel was called idol wor-

ship in Isaiah’s day.  By the time Isaiah wrote this, Babylon was worshipping numerous gods as these les-

sons have discussed previously. 

Judah was a small nation, and was at the time completely conquered by the giant Babylon.  The God of that 

small nation was telling Babylon, with all her power, that she was going to be overcome.  God was going to 

take vengeance on the greatest nation on earth.  Read Isaiah 47:4-7. 

Verse four is inserted as a reminder that the true God is the Redeemer, the one who is Almighty.  He is ho-

ly...the God of Israel.  This is a back-handed slap at the many gods of the Babylonians.   

This poem is strongly sarcastic.  In verse one, Babylon was pictured as a young woman who was innocent 

and pure.  She lived a protected life.  But that was going to change.  The people of Babylon would become 

like a slave girl, grinding at the mill with no protection at all; her royal clothes all gone. 

In verse five, God said that Babylon would no more be called the “queen of the kingdoms.”  This may have 

been a name they gave themselves as they conquered kingdom after kingdom and ruled the world.  Now, 

they would be forgotten.  The bright light that had been the most powerful kingdom in the world, would now 

be put out.  Those who had occupied the bright places of great power, would now sit quietly in the dark. 

Then, God listed His first accusation against Babylon.  Not only had they conquered and destroyed Israel, 

but they had mistreated those they took back to Babylon as slaves.  They even forced the older people to 

continue to work, loading them down with heavy burdens. 

A second accusation is that the people of Babylon were obviously saying that they would be the “queen of 

the kingdoms” of the world forever. The king of Babylon even called himself the “king of kings,” Ezekiel 

26:7.  They were so sure of themselves that they didn’t even think of the possibility that they would not be 

eternal queen of the kingdoms.  

Bad things were ahead for Babylon.  Babylon would fall.  Read Isaiah 47:8-10. Now, God is getting to the 

very center of the condemnation.  He quoted them as saying “I am and there is none besides me.”  Wow!  

There is only one being who can say that.  Only God can say, “I am and there is none besides me.”  Think  
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about it: Way back when Moses asked God who he should say sent him to the Israelites in Egypt, God said, 

“I AM WHO I AM.  This is what you are to say to the Israelites: ‘I AM has sent me to you.’”  Exodus 3:14.  

For the Babylonians to use language like that was to disrespect God in the worst way.   

Then, they bragged that they would never be a widow or lose their children.  Notice that this whole poem 

pictures Babylon as a woman.  The worst thing that a woman could suffer financially or socially would be to 

lose her husband.  He provided for her a living and a home, and without him she was in poverty.  The worst 

thing that could happen to a woman emotionally in that day was to be without children….especially, to have 

all her children die.  And, so Babylon was so sure of herself that she would say, none of that terrible stuff is 

going to happen to us. 

God said that they should think again. They thought their sins against people and other nations were invisi-

ble to the rest of the world.  They were, in their minds, protected from problems by their smart and wise 

leaders.  But God said that they would not get away from the punishment for sins against other humans and 

their arrogant claim to be who God was.  Not even their magic, hexes, and incantations would save them.  

Their last days as a nation would be a sudden and unexpected catastrophe. 

Life for Babylon was hopeless.  Read Isaiah 47:12-15.  God said, just keep on believing in your witches’ 

spells, your magic, all the kinds of things you have depended on since you were children.  Sarcastically He 

said, Maybe it will work.  Maybe when you roll out your false gods, and have their priests do tricks of mag-

ic, others will be terrified. 

He said, “bring out your stargazers and those who predict things according to the stars.  Let them study the 

heavens and tell you what to do next.”  Literally, God said bring out the “cutters of the heavens.”  He said,  

“let them slice up the stars and moon and see what they can see.”  The astrologers had divided up the heav-

ens and believed that different parts of the sky represented different gods.  He said, “you are going to get the 

same old predictions that have ‘worn you out!’”  God said,  “these experts can’t save themselves, nor can 

they save you.” 

What do we learn from this?  God allowed Israel to be captured by the Babylonians, but He did not forget 

them.  God’s children can always depend on Him.  God looks out for the mistreated.  God would punish 

Babylon for abusing the poor and helpless.  He has not changed and continues to hold us accountable for 

caring for those who need help.  Babylon became the symbol of evil.  In the Revelation, wicked nations are 

called Babylon.  God hates evil.  God’s children should hate evil also. 

Underlined words and phrases are to be used in completing the Student Worksheet. 

Page Three 

Scripture Memory: “Our Redeemer—the Lord Almighty is His name—is the Holy One of Israel.”  Isaiah 47:4 

 

Lesson Goal: To show students the judgment of God, His care for the poor and His hatred of evil. 



Listen during the lesson for this information: 

1. The worship of _____________ or ___________ other than the God of Israel was called _______ worship 

in Isaiah’s day.   

2. This poem is strongly ______________. 

3. What was God’s first accusation against Babylon? 

 

4. What was the second accusation against Babylon? 

 

5. What did God quote the Babylonians as saying that only He can say? 

 

 

6. What was the worst thing that a woman could suffer financially or socially in those days? 

 

7. What was the worst thing that could happen to a woman emotionally in that day. 

 

8. What do we learn from this Scripture lesson? 
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Scripture Memory: “Our Redeemer—the Lord Almighty is His name—is the Holy One of Israel.”  Isaiah 47:4 
 

 

How to begin a Personal Relationship with God: 

First, believe that the God of the Bible is the true God. 

Second, believe that Jesus, God’s Son, was sent to earth to die so that you can have a relationship with God. 

Third, ask God to forgive your sins in Jesus’ name. Jesus’ death on the cross paid the price of every sin you commit. 

Fourth, ask Jesus to be your Savior and the Lord of your life. 
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