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Isaiah Part II, Lesson 13 

Cyrus Called, The Nations Saved 

Isaiah 45 

This lesson takes us into strange territory.  We have the call of a pagan king to do God’s will, and God’s 

promise to that pagan king that he will have success.  We also have God’s call to the nations to give up their 

idols and come to Him.  Read Isaiah 45:1-4. 

This is a very strange set of circumstances.  Earlier in Isaiah, we heard God tell Israel that He was using the 

Assyrians and Babylonians to punish Israel.  Now we have a pagan king, one who does not believe in God,  

being called God’s “anointed.” 

According to history, Cyrus led the alliance of the Medes and the Persians across the world conquering 

many nations.  Babylon was waiting, but it was not an easy target.  We are told that none of the one hundred 

gates was the target.  Cyrus changed the channel of a part of the Euphrates river that ran under the wall of 

the city of Babylon.  His soldiers followed the dry riverbed into the city and took the city without very much 

of a battle. 

History also tells us that, as our Scripture says, Cyrus took great treasures from the nations he conquered.  

He had conquered Croesus and Lydia which were very rich nations.  Now, he would control all the great 

riches of Babylon.  A writing from that time called the Cyrus Cylinder (dated about 538 BC), quotes Cyrus 

as saying, “I am Cyrus, King of the world, great king, legitimate king, king of Babylon, king of Sumer and 

Akkad, king of the four rims…”  (Four rims refers to the edges of the earth.)   

The goal of all of this, according to verse three, was that Cyrus would know that the God of Israel was the 

true God.  Did this ever happen? Probably not, because in the Cyrus Cylinder, Cyrus gives credit to Marduk, 

the god of Babylon, who Cyrus calls “my lord.” 

Isaiah includes here a beautiful tribute to God.  In it God is quoted as reminding the reader that God is the 

only God, and He is the one who gives all of us strength.  Even if God is not acknowledged by rulers like 

Cyrus, God continues to control the rising and setting of the sun.  He is the One who created the light and 

darkness.  He is the One who is there during success and failure. 

God then said that righteousness was just waiting in Heaven to rain down on the earth.  It would be like rain-

clouds just waiting to send down sheets of rain.  When this rain fell to earth and soaked into the ground, sal-

vation would spring up like new plants.  And, righteousness would come to the earth, when people opened 

their hearts to God’s love and blessing.  God is gracious to promise this blessing to anyone who will receive. 

In the next oracle, we hear God challenging humans.  We can be pretty sure that He continues to speak to 

Cyrus, but includes all humans.  Read Isaiah 45:9-10.  God warned us not to argue with Him.  He said, “you 

are to treat me with respect.” 
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Isaiah Part II, Lesson 13 

Cyrus Called, The Nations Saved 

Read Isaiah 45:1, 13.  This is the first of several lessons which begin with, “This is what the Lord says…”  

His message is, don’t question what I plan to do.  If I want to raise up Cyrus, I will.  I will give Cyrus an as-

signment and he will carry it out.  He will “set my exiles free.  He will rebuild my city.”  And God said Cy-

rus would not be doing it for more riches.  Cyrus, helped fund the rebuilding of Jerusalem and the Temple. 

 

The second, “This is what the Lord says…” speaks to the salvation of Israel.  Read Isaiah 45:14, 15, 17.  

God is referred to as the “God who hides Himself” in verse fifteen. This seems to be a testimony of the na-

tions that the God who is not represented by idols, the handwork of humans, the invisible God is the true 

God.  He may be invisible, but He is the God and Savior of Israel, and He speaks in the open. This oracle 

goes on to say that Israel will be saved. 

 

The third, “For this is what the Lord says. . .”  tells us that God is the one who not only made the earth, but 

His intent was that it be filled with created things, including humans. Read Isaiah 45:18a 

 

The fourth lesson begins with “He says: I am the Lord and there it no other.”  Read Isaiah 45:18b, 19, 22-24. 

God urges His people to come together and know that He is God, and that the righteous God invites them to 

“Turn to me an be saved.”  

 

In verse twenty-three we find words that are repeated in Philippians 2:10, 11.  In this New Testament pas-

sage, Paul is referring to Jesus. 

 

What can we take away from this lesson today...a lesson that refers to something that happened two thou-

sand, five hundred years ago? 

First, God uses who He chooses to carry out His plans.  That person doesn’t have to be a believer. 

Second, we can and should repeat, over and over, the greatness of God.  See: 5-7, 12, 13, 15, 17-19, 21-25. 

Third, don’t argue with God. 

Fourth,  what is on this earth was created and ultimately belongs to God. 

Fifth, we are to get together to know more about God and find His salvation. 

Sixth, what applies to God, also applies to Jesus. 

 

*Underlined words and phrases are to be used in completing the Student Worksheet. 
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Scripture Memory: “Turn to me and be saved, all you ends of the earth; for I am God and there is no other.”           

Isaiah 45:22 

Lesson Goal: To help students see that just as God worked in the lives of the Israelites, He works in out lives today. 
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Listen during the lesson for this information: 

1. Into what strange territory does our lesson take us today? 

 

2. Even if God is not acknowledged by rulers like _________, God continues to control the rising and setting 

 of the _____.  He is the One who created the ________ and ______________.  He is the One who is there  

during __________ and ___________. 

3. Righteousness will come to the earth when? 

 

4. God warned us not to _________ with Him.  He said you are to treat me with ___________. 

5. How do we know that Cyrus didn’t send the people back to Jerusalem to get more wealth? 

 

6. What six things can we take away from this lesson”  
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Scripture Memory: “Turn to me and be saved, all you ends of the earth; for I am God and there is no other.”   Isaiah 45:22 
 

 

How to begin a Personal Relationship with God: 

First, believe that the God of the Bible is the true God. 

Second, believe that Jesus, God’s Son, was sent to earth to die so that you can have a relationship with God. 

Third, ask God to forgive your sins in Jesus’ name. Jesus’ death on the cross paid the price of every sin you commit. 

Fourth, ask Jesus to be your Savior and the Lord of your life. 
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Student Worksheet 

Isaiah Part II, Lesson 12 

Cyrus Called, The Nations Saved—Isaiah 45 


