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How to Connect
•  Our worship and connection teams are continuing our livestream so that a small group can offer  
   worship in our sanctuary. The service will stream on Facebook live and be available throughout the   
   week for any who would like to participate. Bulletins, too, will be available on Facebook for those 
   who want to read the liturgy and sing.
•  Our connections team will continue to alert the congregation of  news via midweek news, our 
   Facebook page, and our closed Facebook group, FPC Dalton Connect. I would encourage you 
   to contact the church office if  you would like information on how to take advantage of  any of  
   these resources.
•  Session members will be in regular contact with every household in the church to offer support and 
   uncover any congregational needs. Session members will be praying for the households under their  
   care. Although pastoral and congregational care will look different in light of  recommended contact 
   precautions, know that I am available via email: wscott@fpcdalton.org and phone: 704.500.6323.
• Find the most current contact information on our members in the church directory.  It can be   
  found on our website (www.firstpresdalton.org) under the fellowship tab.  The password is 
  firstpres1847.
•  Christian Education will continue through experimentation. The regular Monday Morning Prayers    
   and Bible Study group is meeting every Monday (at 9:30 AM and 10:00 AM respectively) through 
   the videoconferencing application Zoom. If  you would like to be included, email me or the 
   office for a link. Children, too, will attempt a virtual Sunday school (details forthcoming). 
   Additional resources will be made available through congregational communications.
•  The Darkness into Light Lenten study is offered weekly electronically and can be accessed via the 
   Midweek News link and on Facebook.
•   Regular team meetings will be held at the discretion of  team chairs through videoconference. The 
   office will be available for arranging technical support if  necessary. Scheduling will take place 
   through direct communication but will be posted to the newsletter.
•  Daily devotionals and resources for prayer and scripture reading will arrive in your inbox via email 
   every morning. In this Lenten season, consider how your practices of  faith may continue or change 
   based in social distancing.

Announcements
•  Staff  will not maintain office hours, but will still be working, at their own discretion, in or out of  the 
office when necessary. Consequently, all staff  will be available by phone or email.

• Organist Trent Whisenant, playing First Presbyterian Church of  Dalton, GA’s Randall Dyer II/9 organ, 
will present ~30 minutes of  Lenten organ selections including four Passiontide chorale preludes from J.S. 
Bach’s Orgelbüchlein and other meditative works on Thursday, March 26 at 7:30 p.m. Unwind with sweet 
strains of  music reflecting on these 40 days of  Lent. Available exclusively on Facebook Live.

• This year we invite you to give to “One Great Hour of  Sharing”—a denomination-wide mission 
effort that raises money for Presbyterian Disaster Assistance, hunger programs, and cooperative 
development work with communities experiencing poverty around the world. Make a gift through the 
website or leave a check with “One Great Hour of  Sharing” in the memo line. We will receive 
collections for this special offering through Easter. Please mail your donaions to the PO Box.

• The Family Support Council has begun their Heroes Against Child Abuse Campaign. Our church has 
agreed to participate this year. We are asking $1 per pinwheel and will collect donations through April 5.  
Once all donations have been collected, pinwheels will be place in our front lawn.  If  you have any 
questions, please contact Kathy Bridges.  See the Midweek News for more information. Please mail check 
donations to the church’s PO Box 489, Dalton, GA 30722.



PRELUDE           
Rhapsody in D-flat Major, op. 17, no. 1                                              H. Howells

(1892-1983)

During the prelude we invite you to prepare your heart for worship.

Holy God, as in Jesus Christ you came to show us the way, the truth, and the life, guide our 
steps, order our worship, and direct our lives so that we may worship and serve you in spirit 
and in truth; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

INTROIT
Jesus, the Very Thought of  Thee                                                     arr. A. Clarke

(b. 1954)

*CALL TO WORSHIP    
The LORD is my light and my salvation;
whom shall I fear?
The LORD is the stronghold of  my life;
of  whom shall I be afraid?
One thing I asked of  the LORD,
that will I seek after:
to live in the house of  the LORD all the days of  my life,
to behold the beauty of  the LORD, and to inquire in his temple.
I believe that I shall see the goodness of  the LORD in the land of  the living.
Wait for the LORD;
be strong, and let your heart take courage;
wait for the LORD!

*UNISON PRAYER OF INVOCATION 
God of  love, as in Jesus Christ you gave yourself  to us, so may we give 
ourselves to you, living according to your holy will. Keep our feet firmly 
in the way where Christ leads us; make our mouths speak the truth that 
Christ teaches; fill our bodies with the life that is Christ within us. In his 
holy name we pray. Amen.
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Introit:
Jesus, the very thought of  
thee with sweetness fills 
my breast; but sweeter far 
thy face to see and in thy 
presence rest.

Nor voice can sing, nor 
heart can frame, nor can 
the mem’ry find a sweeter 
sound than thy blest name, 
O Savior of  mankind!

O hope of  ev’ry contrite 
heart, O joy of  all the 
meek, to those who fall, 
how kind thou art!
How good to those who 
seek!

Jesus, our only joy be thou,
As thou our prize wilt be;
Jesus, be thou our glory 
now, and thru eternity.

The Call to Worship is 
from Psalm 27.

*Where you see this 
notation, please rise in 
body or in spirit.



*HYMN 436
God of  Compassion, in Mercy Befriend Us                                O Quanta Qualia

PRAYER OF CONFESSION                         
(A time of  silent prayer and meditation.)
Gracious God, our sins are too heavy to carry, too real to hide, and too 
deep to undo. Forgive what our lips tremble to name, what our hearts can 
no longer bear, and what has become for us a consuming fire of  judgment. Set 
us free from a past that we cannot change; open to us a future in which 
we can be changed; and grant us grace to grow more and more in your 
likeness and image; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, we pray. Amen.

ASSURANCE OF PARDON
  Friends, believe the good news of  the gospel.
 In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. Thanks be to God!

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

SCRIPTURE LESSON                                                  
Romans 8:6-11                                                                                           NRSV

             This is the Word of  the Lord.     
             Thanks be to God.

Romans Lesson:
6To set the mind on the 
flesh is death, but to set 
the mind on the Spirit 
is life and peace. 7For 
this reason the mind 
that is set on the flesh is 
hostile to God; it does 
not submit to God’s 
law — indeed it cannot, 
8and those who are in 
the flesh cannot please 
God.
 
9But you are not in the 
flesh; you are in the 
Spirit, since the Spirit 
of  God dwells in you. 
Anyone who does not 
have the Spirit of  Christ 
does not belong to him. 
10But if  Christ is in 
you, though the body 
is dead because of  sin, 
the Spirit is life because 
of  righteousness. 11If  
the Spirit of  him who 
raised Jesus from the 
dead dwells in you, he 
who raised Christ from 
the dead will give life to 
your mortal bodies also 
through his Spirit that 
dwells in you.



PSALTER
Psalm 130                                                                                             Plainsong

The choir introduces the antiphon, all repeat

Antiphon

1 Out of  the depths have I called to you, O Lord; Lord, hear my voice;
let your ears consider well the voice of  my supplication.

2 If  you, Lord, were to note what is done amiss, O Lord, who could stand?
3 For there is forgiveness with you; therefore you shall be feared.

4 I wait for the Lord; my soul waits for him; in his word is my hope.
5 My soul waits for the Lord, more than watchmen for the morning,

more than watchmen for the morning.
6 O Israel, wait for the Lord, for with the Lord there is mercy;

7 With him there is plenteous redemption, and he shall redeem Israel from all 
their sins.

Antiphon

SCRIPTURE LESSON                                               
John 11:1-45                                                                                               NRSV                          

 1Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of  Bethany, the village of  Mary and 
her sister Martha. 2Mary was the one who anointed the Lord with perfume and 
wiped his feet with her hair; her brother Lazarus was ill. 3So the sisters sent a 
message to Jesus, “Lord, he whom you love is ill.” 4But when Jesus heard it, he 
said, “This illness does not lead to death; rather it is for God’s glory, so that the 
Son of  God may be glorified through it.” 5Accordingly, though Jesus loved Martha 
and her sister and Lazarus, 6after having heard that Lazarus was ill, he stayed two 
days longer in the place where he was.
 7Then after this he said to the disciples, “Let us go to Judea again.” 8The 
disciples said to him, “Rabbi, the Jews were just now trying to stone you, and are 
you going there again?” 9Jesus answered, “Are there not twelve hours of  daylight? 
Those who walk during the day do not stumble, because they see the light of  this 
world. 10But those who walk at night stumble, because the light is not in them.” 
11After saying this, he told them, “Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, but I am 
going there to awaken him.” 12The disciples said to him, “Lord, if  he has fallen 
asleep, he will be all right.” 13Jesus, however, had been speaking about his death, 
but they thought that he was referring merely to sleep. 14Then Jesus told them 
plainly, “Lazarus is dead. 15For your sake I am glad I was not there, so that you 
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may believe. But let us go to him.” 16Thomas, who was called the Twin, said to his 
fellow disciples, “Let us also go, that we may die with him.”
 17When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb 
four days. 18Now Bethany was near Jerusalem, some two miles away, 19and many 
of  the Jews had come to Martha and Mary to console them about their brother. 
20When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went and met him, while Mary 
stayed at home. 21Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if  you had been here, my brother 
would not have died. 22But even now I know that God will give you whatever you 
ask of  him.” 23Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.” 24Martha said to 
him, “I know that he will rise again in the resurrection on the last day.” 25Jesus said 
to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. Those who believe in me, even though 
they die, will live, 26and everyone who lives and believes in me will never die. Do 
you believe this?” 27She said to him, “Yes, Lord, I believe that you are the Messiah, 
the Son of  God, the one coming into the world.”
 28When she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary, and 
told her privately, “The Teacher is here and is calling for you.” 29And when she 
heard it, she got up quickly and went to him. 30Now Jesus had not yet come to the 
village, but was still at the place where Martha had met him. 31The Jews who were 
with her in the house, consoling her, saw Mary get up quickly and go out. They 
followed her because they thought that she was going to the tomb to weep there. 
32When Mary came where Jesus was and saw him, she knelt at his feet and said to 
him, “Lord, if  you had been here, my brother would not have died.” 33When Jesus 
saw her weeping, and the Jews who came with her also weeping, he was greatly 
disturbed in spirit and deeply moved. 34He said, “Where have you laid him?” They 
said to him, “Lord, come and see.” 35Jesus began to weep. 36So the Jews said, “See 
how he loved him!” 37But some of  them said, “Could not he who opened the eyes 
of  the blind man have kept this man from dying?”
 38Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and 
a stone was lying against it. 39Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” Martha, the sister 
of  the dead man, said to him, “Lord, already there is a stench because he has been 
dead four days.” 40Jesus said to her, “Did I not tell you that if  you believed, you 
would see the glory of  God?” 41So they took away the stone. And Jesus looked 
upward and said, “Father, I thank you for having heard me. 42I knew that you 
always hear me, but I have said this for the sake of  the crowd standing here, so that 
they may believe that you sent me.” 43When he had said this, he cried with a loud 
voice, “Lazarus, come out!” 44The dead man came out, his hands and feet bound 
with strips of  cloth, and his face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to them, “Unbind 
him, and let him go.”

 45Many of  the Jews therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen 
what Jesus did, believed in him.

                       This is the Word of  the Lord.     
 Thanks be to God. 

SERMON                                                                
“If  You Had Been There”                                                             Rev. Will Scott

  

Upcoming 
Events
Sunday, March 29 
Worship 
Facebook Live Stream 
10:30 a.m. 
Monday, March 30 
Morning Prayers 
via Zoom 
9:30 a.m. 
Bible Study 
via Zoom 
10:00 a.m. 
Tuesday, March 31 
Grateful Heart AA Mtg 
FPC Parlor  
8:00 p.m.
Sunday, April 5 
Worship 
Facebook Live Stream 
10:30 a.m. 
Thursday, April 9
Maundy Thursday
Facebook Live Stream
6:00 p.m.
Friday, April 10
Good Friday Service
Facebook Live Stream
TBD
Sunday, April 12
Easter Sunday
TBD 
Monday, April 13 
Morning Prayers 
via Zoom 
9:30 a.m. 
Bible Study 
via Zoom 
10:00 a.m. 
Tuesday, April 14 
Grateful Heart AA Mtg 
FPC Parlor  
8:00 p.m. 

Today’s music is
reprinted with
permission from
OneLicense.net.
A-722902



*HYMN 693
Though I May Speak                                                                          Gift of  Love

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH                              “Apostles’ Creed”                    

PASTORAL PRAYER AND THE LORD’S PRAYER

OFFERING

OFFERTORY
Restless                                                                                                  A. Assad

(b. 1983)

Amanda Karge, soprano

You dwell in the songs that we are singing.
Rising to the Heavens, rising to Your heart, Your heart

Our praises filling up the spaces.
In between our frailty, and everything You are,

You are the keeper of  my heart.

And I’m restless, I’m restless,
‘Til I rest in You, ‘til I rest in You.

I’m restless, I’m restless,
‘Til I rest in You, ‘til I rest in You,

Oh God, I wanna rest in You.
Oh, speak now for my soul is listening.

The Lord’s Prayer:
Our Father who art in 
heaven, hallowed be 
thy name. Thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in 
heaven. Give us this 
day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our debts, as 
we forgive our debtors; 
and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver 
us from evil. For thine 
is the kingdom and the 
power and the glory, 
forever. Amen.

Affirmation of  Faith:
I believe in God the
Father Almighty, Maker 
of  heaven and earth,
and in Jesus Christ his 
only Son our Lord; who 
was conceived by the 
Holy Ghost, born of
the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius 
Pilate, was crucified, 
dead, and buried; he 
descended into hell; 
the third day he rose 
again from the dead; he 
ascended into 
heaven, and sitteth on 
the right hand of  God 
the Father Almighty; 
from thence he shall 
come to judge the quick 
and the dead. I believe 
in the Holy Ghost; the 
holy catholic church; 
the communion of  
saints; the forgiveness 
of  sins; the resurrection 
of  the body; and the life
everlasting. Amen.



Say that You have saved me, whisper in the dark,
‘Cause I know You’re more than my salvation.

Without You I am hopeless, tell me who You are.
You are the keeper of  my heart,
You are the keeper of  my heart.

Still my heart, hold me close.
Let me hear a still small voice.

Let it grow, let it rise
Into a shout, into a cry.

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION                                             

*HYMN 463
How Firm a Foundation                                                                       Foundation

*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION



Contact FPC
Phone: 706-278-8161

Rev. Will Scott, Pastor: wscott@firstpresdalton.org
Trent Whisenant, Director of  Music: twhisenant@firstpresdalton.org

Erin Witt, Office Manager: office@firstpresdalton.org
Mailing Address:

PO Box 489
Dalton, Georgia 30722

*CLOSING RESPONSE
God Be with You Till We Meet Again                                                                                   Traditional

God be with you till we meet again;
By His counsels guide, uphold you,
With His sheep securely fold you;

God be with you till we meet again.

PRAYERS
For the DeLay family, on the birth of  their son, David Graham;
For new members, Janice Sims and Mary Ellen Gurley;
For all who are impacted by the coronavirus pandemic;
For nurses, doctors, and healthcare workers;
For Jean Lowery and family as they mourn the loss of  Dick;
For Avalee Delay and family at the loss of  Avalee’s stepfather, Wilson Tenille;
For the family of  Chris Townley as they mourn Chris’s death;
For Rev. David McDonald, friend of  the congregation, as he receives chemotherapy for bladder cancer;
For Pam Partain’s friend, Elizabeth, a single mom of  three boys, battling metastatic melanoma;
For Jean Mosteller, mother of  John Mosteller, undergoing treatment for lung cancer;
For expectant mothers Lindsey Epps Ward and Erin Swinney;
For Anne Sims, in the death of  her sister, Ellen Jones Tenney, in Michigan;
For Marvin Lewis, husband of  Joanne Lewis,  recovering from knee replacement surgery;
For Kaye Clark recovering from knee replacement surgery;
For Catherine Brantly, as she recovers from knee surgery at home;
For Jane Crosby, sister of  Kathryn Sellers, recovering from a stroke;
For Greg George, as he undergoes treatment for kidney disease;
For Rev. Susan Reggin, as she undergoes treatment for cancer;
For First Presbyterian Church of  Cohutta;
For Sanford Dover;
For Martha Patton, sister of  Patricia Rivers, as she recovers from a stroke in Atlanta;
For Johnnie Bakkum at Summit Place, Beaufort, South Carolina;
For Natalie Raygor during her Master of  Divinity program;
For Rev. Joel Alvis, in his work as Cherokee Presbytery Stated Clerk;
For caregivers and for aging parents.


