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How to Connect
•  Our worship and connection teams are continuing our livestream so that a small group can offer  
   worship in our sanctuary. The service will stream on Facebook live and be available throughout the   
   week for any who would like to participate. Bulletins, too, will be available on Facebook for those 
   who want to read the liturgy and sing.
•  Our connections team will continue to alert the congregation of  news via midweek news, our 
   Facebook page, and our closed Facebook group, FPC Connect. I would encourage you to contact 
   the church office if  you would like information on how to take advantage of  any of  these resources.
•  Session members will be in regular contact with every household in the church to offer support and 
   uncover any congregational needs. Session members will be praying for the households under their  
   care. Although pastoral and congregational care will look different in light of  recommended con
   tact precautions, know that I am available via email: wscott@fpcdalton.org and phone: 
   704.500.6323.
• Find the most current contact information on our members in the church directory.  It can be   
  found on our website (www.firstpresdalton.org) under the fellowship tab.  The password is 
  firstpres1847.
•  Christian Education will continue through experimentation. The regular Monday Morning Prayers    
   and Bible Study group is meeting every Monday (at 9:30 AM and 10:00 AM respectively) through 
   the videoconferencing application Zoom. If  you would like to be included, email me or the 
   office for a link. Children, too, will attempt a virtual Sunday school (details forthcoming). 
   Additional resources will be made available through congregational communications.
•  The Darkness Darkness into Light Lenten study is included is offered weekly electronically and can 
   be accessed via the Midweek News link and on Facebook.
•   Regular team meetings will be held at the discretion of  team chairs through videoconference. The 
   office will be available for arranging technical support if  necessary. Scheduling will take place 
   through direct communication but will be posted to the newsletter.
•  Daily devotionals and resources for prayer and scripture reading will arrive in your inbox via email 
   every morning. In this Lenten season, consider how your practices of  faith may continue or change 
   based in social distancing.

Announcements
• Today we welcome two new members: Janice Sims and Mary Ellen Gurley.

•  Staff  will not maintain office hours, but will still be working, at their own discretion, in or out of  the 
office when necessary. Consequently, all staff  will be available by phone or email.

• This year we invite you to give to “One Great Hour of  Sharing”—a denomination-wide mission 
effort that raises money for Presbyterian Disaster Assistance, hunger programs, and cooperative 
development work with communities experiencing poverty around the world. Make a gift through the 
website or leave a check with “One Great Hour of  Sharing” in the memo line. We will receive 
collections for this special offering through Easter. Please mail your donaions to the PO Box.

• The Family Support Council has begun their Heroes Against Child Abuse Campaign. Our church has 
agreed to participate this year. We are asking $1 per pinwheel and will collect donations through April 5.  
Once all donations have been collected, pinwheels will be place in our front lawn.  If  you have any 
questions, please contact Kathy Bridges.  See the Midweek News for more information. Please mail check 
donations to the church.

 • While worship is virtual, there are several alternatives to the offering plate.  You can mail your pledge to 
our PO Box or go to our website and give online. 



PRELUDE           
Adagio from Symphony no. 3                                                               L. Vierne

(1870-1937)

During the prelude we invite you to prepare your heart for worship.

Prayer for preparation: “O God, full of  compassion, I commit and commend myself  to you, in 
whom I am, and live, and know. Be the goal of  my pilgrimage. And my rest by the way. Let 
my soul take refuge from the crowding turmoil of  worldly thought beneath the shadow of  your 
wings. Let my heart, this sea of  restless waves, find peace in you, O God. Amen.”

--Augustine of  Hippo (354-430)

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

INTROIT
Anthem of  Healing                                                                               E. Meyer

(b. 1980)

*CALL TO WORSHIP    
(from Psalm 23)
                                           
The LORD is my shepherd, I shall not want.
He makes me lie down in green pastures;
he leads me beside still waters;
he restores my soul.
He leads me in right paths
for his name’s sake.
Even though I walk through the darkest valley,
I fear no evil;
for you are with me;
your rod and your staff  —they comfort me.
You prepare a table before me in the presence of  my enemies;
you anoint my head with oil; my cup overflows.
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of  my life,
and I shall dwell in the house of  the LORD my whole life long.

*UNISON PRAYER OF INVOCATION 
God of  light and creation, without you we are blind. We walk through 
this world full of  darkness wanting something more.
We need your light to see grace.
We need your light to reveal hope.
We need your light to show us that you are at work in all that you have made.
By your Spirit, open our eyes to your beautiful and wondrous light; reflect 
your love through our worship; and remake us into the image of  your 
Son, our Savior—that his light would shine out for all to see. Amen.
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Introit:
O Son of  God, in Galilee 
You made the deaf  to hear,
The mute to speak, the 
blind to see; O blessed 
Lord, be near.

Oh listen to the silent prayer 
Of  your afflicted ones.
Oh, bid them cast on you 
their care; Your grace to 
them make known.

Make strong their hands 
and hearts and wills, and 
drive disease afar,
Help strive against the 
body’s ills and wage your 
healing war.

Your grace to healing of  
the sick and blind, Christ 
mercy did proclaim;
Let us to better know His 
mind, and to declare His 
name.

Let us to know Your perfect 
will; make clean our heart 
and soul, and heal us of  
our earthly ills, And make 
the sufferer whole.

*Where you see this 
notation, please rise in 
body or in spirit.



*HYMN 
Open Now, Thy Gates of  Beauty                                                  Unser Herrscher

Open now they gates of  beauty, Zion let me enter there,
where my soul in joyful duty waits for God who answers prayer;
O how blessed is this place, filled with solace, light, and grace.

Gracious God, I come before thee; come thou also unto me;
where we find thee and adore thee, there a heaven on earth must be;

to my heart O enter thou; let it be they temple now.

Speak, O Lord, and I will hear thee; let thy will be done indeed;
may I undisturbed draw near thee, while thou dost thy people feed.

Here of  life the fountain flows; here is balm for all our woes.

PRAYER OF CONFESSION                         
(A time of  silent prayer and meditation.)
Eternal God, in whom we live and move and have our being, whose face 
is hidden from us by our sins, and whose mercy we forget in the 
blindness of  our hearts: cleanse us from all our offenses, and deliver us 
from proud thoughts and vain desires—that with reverent and humble 
hearts we may draw near to you, confessing our faults, confiding in your 
grace, and finding in you our refuge and strength, through Jesus Christ 
your Son. Amen.

ASSURANCE OF PARDON
  Friends, believe the good news of  the gospel.
 In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. Thanks be to God!

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

SCRIPTURE LESSON                                                  
Ephesians 5:8-14                                                                                        NRSV

8For once you were darkness, but now in the Lord you are light. Live as 
children of  light — 9for the fruit of  the light is found in all that is good and 
right and true. 10Try to find out what is pleasing to the Lord. 11Take no part in 
the unfruitful works of  darkness, but instead expose them. 12For it is shameful 
even to mention what such people do secretly; 13but everything exposed by the 
light becomes visible, 14for everything that becomes visible is light. Therefore it says,

     “Sleeper, awake!
          Rise from the dead,
     and Christ will shine on you.”

             This is the Word of  the Lord.     
             Thanks be to God.

Cover Art: 
Duccio, di Buoninsegna, 
d. 1319. Christ Healing 
the Blind Man, from 
Art in the Christian 
Tradition, a project of  
the Vanderbilt Divinity 
Library, Nashville, TN. 
http://diglib.library.
vanderbilt.edu/act-im-
agelink.pl?RC=49262 
[retrieved March 19, 
2020]. Original source: 
www.yorckproject.de.



PSALTER
Psalm 23                                                                       Plainsong with Antiphon

Antiphon

1 The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not be in want.
2 He makes me lie down in green pastures and leads me beside still waters.

3 He revives my soul and guides me along right pathways for his Name’s sake.
4a Though I walk through the valley of  the shadow of  death, I shall fear no evil;

4b for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me.
5 You spread a table before me in the presence of  those who trouble me; you 

have anointed my head with oil, and my cup is running over.
6 Surely your goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of  my life, and I 

will dwell in the house of  the Lord forever.

Antiphon

SCRIPTURE LESSON                                               
John 9:1-41                                                                                                 NRSV                          

 1As he walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. 2His disciples asked 
him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” 3Jesus 
answered, “Neither this man nor his parents sinned; he was born blind so that 
God’s works might be revealed in him. 4We must work the works of  him who sent 
me while it is day; night is coming when no one can work. 5As long as I am in the 
world, I am the light of  the world.” 6When he had said this, he spat on the ground 
and made mud with the saliva and spread the mud on the man’s eyes, 7saying to 
him, “Go, wash in the pool of  Siloam” (which means Sent). Then he went and 
washed and came back able to see. 8The neighbors and those who had seen him 
before as a beggar began to ask, “Is this not the man who used to sit and beg?” 
9Some were saying, “It is he.” Others were saying, “No, but it is someone like 
him.” He kept saying, “I am the man.” 10But they kept asking him, “Then how 
were your eyes opened?” 11He answered, “The man called Jesus made mud, spread 
it on my eyes, and said to me, ‘Go to Siloam and wash.’ Then I went and washed 
and received my sight.” 12They said to him, “Where is he?” He said, “I do not 
know.”
 13They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. 
14Now it was a sabbath day when Jesus made the mud and opened his eyes. 15Then 
the Pharisees also began to ask him how he had received his sight. He said to 
them, “He put mud on my eyes. Then I washed, and now I see.” 16Some of  the 
Pharisees said, “This man is not from God, for he does not observe the sabbath.” 
But others said, “How can a man who is a sinner perform such signs?” And they 
were divided. 17So they said again to the blind man, “What do you say about him? 
It was your eyes he opened.” He said, “He is a prophet.”
 18The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had received his 



sight until they called the parents of  the man who had received his sight 19and 
asked them, “Is this your son, who you say was born blind? How then does he 
now see?” 20His parents answered, “We know that this is our son, and that he was 
born blind; 21but we do not know how it is that now he sees, nor do we know who 
opened his eyes. Ask him; he is of  age. He will speak for himself.” 22His parents 
said this because they were afraid of  the Jews; for the Jews had already agreed that 
anyone who confessed Jesus to be the Messiah would be put out of  the synagogue. 
23Therefore his parents said, “He is of  age; ask him.”
 24So for the second time they called the man who had been blind, and 
they said to him, “Give glory to God! We know that this man is a sinner.” 25He 
answered, “I do not know whether he is a sinner. One thing I do know, that though 
I was blind, now I see.” 26They said to him, “What did he do to you? How did he 
open your eyes?” 27He answered them, “I have told you already, and you would not 
listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do you also want to become his disci-
ples?” 28Then they reviled him, saying, “You are his disciple, but we are disciples of  
Moses. 29We know that God has spoken to Moses, but as for this man, we do not 
know where he comes from.” 30The man answered, “Here is an astonishing thing! 
You do not know where he comes from, and yet he opened my eyes. 31We know 
that God does not listen to sinners, but he does listen to one who worships him 
and obeys his will. 32Never since the world began has it been heard that anyone 
opened the eyes of  a person born blind. 33If  this man were not from God, he 
could do nothing.” 34They answered him, “You were born entirely in sins, and are 
you trying to teach us?” And they drove him out.
 35Jesus heard that they had driven him out, and when he found him, he 
said, “Do you believe in the Son of  Man?” 36He answered, “And who is he, sir? Tell 
me, so that I may believe in him.” 37Jesus said to him, “You have seen him, and the 
one speaking with you is he.” 38He said, “Lord, I believe.” And he worshiped him. 
39Jesus said, “I came into this world for judgment so that those who do not see may 
see, and those who do see may become blind.” 40Some of  the Pharisees near him 
heard this and said to him, “Surely we are not blind, are we?” 41Jesus said to them, 
“If  you were blind, you would not have sin. But now that you say, ‘We see,’ your sin 
remains.”

                       This is the Word of  the Lord.     
 Thanks be to God. 

SERMON                                                                
“The Blind Leading the Blind”                                                      Rev. Will Scott
  
*HYMN 
God of  Our Life                                                                                        Sandon

God of  our life, through all the circling years, we trust in thee.
In all the past, through all our hopes and fears, thy hand we see.

With each new day, when morning lifts the veil,
we own thy mercies, Lord, which never fail.

God of  the past, our times are in thy hand. With us abide.
Lead us by faith to hope’s true promised land. Be thou our guide.

With thee to bless, the darkness shines as light,
and faith’s fair vision changes into sight.

Upcoming 
Events
Sunday, March 22 
Worship 
Facebook Live Stream 
10:30 a.m. 
Congregational Life 
Team Meeting 
TBD 
11:45 a.m. 
Monday, March 23 
Morning Prayers 
via Zoom 
9:30 a.m. 
Bible Study 
via Zoom 
10:00 a.m. 
Tuesday, March 24 
Grateful Heart AA Mtg 
FPC Parlor  
8:00 p.m. 
Sunday, March 29 
Worship 
Facebook Live Stream 
10:30 a.m. 
Monday, March 30 
Morning Prayers 
via Zoom 
9:30 a.m. 
Bible Study 
via Zoom 
10:00 a.m. 
Tuesday, March 31 
Grateful Heart AA Mtg 
FPC Parlor  
8:00 p.m.

Today’s music is
reprinted with
permission from
OneLicense.net.
A-722902



God of  the coming years, through paths unknown we follow thee.
When we are strong, Lord leave us not alone. Our refuge be.

Be thou for us in life our daily bread,
our heart’s true home when all our years have sped.

WELCOMING NEW MEMBERS

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH                              “Apostles’ Creed”                    

PASTORAL PRAYER AND THE LORD’S PRAYER

OFFERING

OFFERTORY
For the Mountains Shall Depart                                                   F. Mendelssohn

(1809-1847)

James Hoskins, baritone

For the mountains shall depart, and the hills be removed; but Thy kindness shall not depart 
from me; neither shall the covenant of  Thy peace be removed.

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION                                             

*HYMN
Live into Hope                                                                                             Truro

Live into hope of  captives freed,
of  sight regained, the end of  greed.

Th’ oppressed shall be the first to see
the year of  God’s own jubilee!

Live into Hope! The blind shall see
with insight and with clarity,

removing shades of  pride and fear,
a vision of  our God brought near.

Live into hope of  liberty,
the right to speak, the right to be,
the right to have one’s daily bread,
to hear God’s word and thus be fed.

Live into hope of  captives freed
from chains of  fear or want or greed.
God now proclaims our fell release

to faith and hope and joy and peace.

*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION

The Lord’s Prayer:
Our Father who art in 
heaven, hallowed be 
thy name. Thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in 
heaven. Give us this 
day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our debts, as 
we forgive our debtors; 
and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver 
us from evil. For thine 
is the kingdom and the 
power and the glory, 
forever. Amen.

Affirmation of  Faith:
I believe in God the
Father Almighty, Maker 
of  heaven and earth,
and in Jesus Christ his 
only Son our Lord; who 
was conceived by the 
Holy Ghost, born of
the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius 
Pilate, was crucified, 
dead, and buried; he 
descended into hell; 
the third day he rose 
again from the dead; he 
ascended into 
heaven, and sitteth on 
the right hand of  God 
the Father Almighty; 
from thence he shall 
come to judge the quick 
and the dead. I believe 
in the Holy Ghost; the 
holy catholic church; 
the communion of  
saints; the forgiveness 
of  sins; the resurrection 
of  the body; and the life
everlasting. Amen.



*CLOSING RESPONSE
God Be with You Till We Meet Again                                                                                   Traditional

God be with you till we meet again;
By His counsels guide, uphold you,
With His sheep securely fold you;

God be with you till we meet again.

PRAYERS
For new members, Janice Sims and Mary Ellen Gurley;
For all who are impacted by the coronavirus pandemic;
For nurses, doctors, and healthcare workers;
For Jean Lowery and family as they mourn Dick’s loss;
For Avalee Delay and family at the loss of  Avalee’s stepfather, Wilson Tenille;
For the family of  Chris Townley as they mourn Chris’s death;
For Rev. David McDonald, friend of  the congregation, as he receives chemotherapy for bladder cancer;
For Pam Partain’s friend, Elizabeth, a single mom of  three boys, battling metastatic melanoma;
For Jean Mosteller, mother of  John Mosteller, undergoing treatment for lung cancer;
For expectant mothers Avalee DeLay, Lindsey Epps Ward, and Erin Swinney;
For Anne Sims, in the death of  her sister, Ellen Jones Tenney, in Michigan;
For Marvin Lewis, husband of  Joanne Lewis,  recovering from knee replacement surgery;
For Kaye Clark recovering from knee replacement surgery;
For Catherine Brantly, as she recovers from knee surgery at home;
For Jane Crosby, sister of  Kathryn Sellers, recovering from a stroke;
For Greg George, as he undergoes treatment for kidney disease;
For Rev. Susan Reggin, as she undergoes treatment for cancer;
For First Presbyterian Church of  Cohutta;
For Sanford Dover;
For Martha Patton, sister of  Patricia Rivers, as she recovers from a stroke in Atlanta;
For Johnnie Bakkum at Summit Place, Beaufort, South Carolina;
For Natalie Raygor during her Master of  Divinity program;
For Rev. Joel Alvis, in his work as Cherokee Presbytery Stated Clerk;
For caregivers and for aging parents.

Contact FPC
Phone: 706-278-8161

Rev. Will Scott, Pastor: wscott@firstpresdalton.org
Trent Whisenant, Director of  Music: twhisenant@firstpresdalton.org

Erin Witt, Office Manager: office@firstpresdalton.org
Mailing Address:

PO Box 489
Dalton, Georgia 30722


