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Visiting?
•  Welcome to First Presbyterian Church! Whether you’re visiting from out of  town or new to the  
   area, we are glad you are here.
•  If  you have any questions about our church, please ask our greeters and ushers (the folks who  
   handed you a bulletin), or visit our website www.firstpresdalton.org.
•  If  you would like to know more about our church, fill out a Let’s Get Acquainted card and place   
   it in the offering plate during worship.
•  Childcare is available for children (infant-3) in the nursery (Room 109) from 9:15-11:45 a.m.. 
   Preschool-aged children (3-7) meet in the Joy Makers class during the Sunday School hour (Room  
   201). During worship we welcome children from this age group to come forward for the 
   Children’s Message and then return to their classroom for Worship and Play. All children 
   are welcome to stay throughout worship. In order for our staff  and volunteers to care for your 
   children, please fill out a children’s ministry sticker for you and your child. Stickers are in the 
   narthex, the Commons, or the nursery.

 How to Connect
• Come to worship—we’re here every week!
• Fill out a Let’s Get Acquainted card and place it in the offering plate to receive information about  
  the church.
• Ask to join our newsletter list (signup available through the website) to keep up with church events. 
•  Contact the office to join a Dinner Group and meet new friends outside the church.
• Have a meal on us immediately following worship on the second Sunday of  the month.
• Visit concerts, lectures, and other events hosted by the church.
• Ask about upcoming mission or fellowship opportunities.
• Come to church early and visit Sunday School (9:15 a.m. every Sunday).
•  Join the church! (Indicate you would like to join on a Let’s Get Acquainted Card or speak with the   
  Pastor following worship.)
• Find the most current contact information on our members in the church directory.  It can be   
  found on our website (www.firstpresdalton.org) under the fellowship tab.  The password is 
  firstpres1847.

Announcements
• Please welcome today’s guest minister, Rev. Dr. Joel Alvis. Rev. Joel Alvis, Ph.D., began serving as 
Mission Coordinator and Stated Clerk of  Cherokee Presbytery on May 1, 2019. He has served churches in 
Georgia, Florida and North Carolina as a pastor and interim pastor during his 30 year ministry. In 
addition, Joel has taught  seminary courses in Presbyterian history and worked as a consultant and 
coach for churches and pastors. It is a privilege for him to serve in the ministry of  Jesus Christ with all 
the churches of  Cherokee Presbytery.

• A sign-up sheet is now available in the Commons for the All Church Retreat at Montreat.  This 
year the dates are May 15-17. The next planning session is today, immediately following lunch. 
Please contact Leanna Granillo if  you have any questions.

• The youth are holding a service project in January called “Operation Warm”. They are accepting 
donations of  hats, gloves, and blankets. All donated items will be delivered to the City of  Refuge.

• Please join us today for the Second Sunday Fellowship Lunch immediately following worship.  

Free Wi-Fi is available throughout the church.  There are two options available: 
First Pres Guest 2.4 and First Pres Guest 5. Although these will connect to the same 
network, 2.4 has more strength while 5 has more range. The location of  the device will 
influence which one will automatically connect. The password for the guest network is 
johncalvin



PRELUDE           
IV. Romance, Organ Symphony no. 4 in g minor                                  L. Vierne

(1870-1937)

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

THE PEACE
             The peace of  Christ be with you.
             And also with you.

THE GREETING
At the sound of  the bells, please prepare your heart and mind for worship.

INTROIT
All That Hath Life and Breath                                                             R. Clausen

(b. 1953)

*CALL TO WORSHIP                                                  Rev. Will Scott
The Spirit of  God is upon us.
We are called to be God’s people.
The Spirit of  God is upon us. 
We are called to be the body of  Christ.
Come let us worship God,
who binds us together in love and service

*UNISON PRAYER OF INVOCATION 
Holy God, You sent Jesus to be baptized among sinners, to seek and to 
save the lost. May we who claim this baptism never turn away from the 
world, but reach out in love to show the way to the door of  redemption 
and be faithful in Your service, through Jesus Christ our Lord: who lives 
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, now and forever. Amen.

*HYMN 475
Come Thou Fount of  Every Blessing                                                      Nettleton

PRAYER OF CONFESSION                         
(A time of  silent prayer and meditation.)
LORD God, you call us to be your presence, your body in this world, but 
too often we get caught up in being a hand or a foot, and lose sight of  the 
overarching mission you set before us. We fracture into pieces. We go our 
separate ways, forgetting we need each other to be whole. You have given 
us your law to be our guide, but we turn our backs on what we see as 
rules and restrictions, fearful that we will not live up to your expectations.

Help us see with new eyes, and hear with the ears of  our heart, the 
liberating spirit of  the law that strengthens and revives and enables us to 
be and do all you call us to be and do. O God of  liberation and justice, 
help us be faithful witnesses to your law of  love and unity.

S U N D A Y ,  J A N U A R Y  1 2 ,  2 0 2 0

Introit:
All that hath life and 
breath praise ye the Lord, 
shout to the Lord, alleluia! 
Alleluia, praise Him! 
Praise Him, Alleluia!

*Where you see this 
notation, please rise in 
body or in spirit.



KYRIE
Lord, Have Mercy                                                                             D. Reindorf  

(b. 1938)

ASSURANCE OF PARDON
Friends, believe the good news of  the gospel.
In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. Thanks be to God!

*RESPONSE OF PRAISE
Glory Be to God the Father                                                             Regent Square

Glory be to God the Father, Glory be to God the Son,
Glory be to God the Spirit, ever three and ever one;

One in might and one in glory
While unending ages run.

THE CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

LITANY OF PARTING
        Congregation: God be with you there.
          Children: God be with you here.

CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE
Jesus Loves Me!                                                                   William B. Bradbury

Jesus loves me! This I know, for the Bible tells me so;
Little ones to Him belong; they are weak, but He is strong.

Yes, Jesus loves me! Yes, Jesus loves me!
Yes, Jesus loves me! The Bible tells me so.

SCRIPTURE LESSON                                                  
Nehemiah 8: 1-10                                                                                      NRSV

1 all the people gathered together into the square before the Water Gate. They 
told the scribe Ezra to bring the book of  the law of  Moses, which the Lord 
had given to Israel. 2 Accordingly, the priest Ezra brought the law before the 
assembly, both men and women and all who could hear with understanding. 
This was on the first day of  the seventh month. 3 He read from it facing the 
square before the Water Gate from early morning until midday, in the presence 
of  the men and the women and those who could understand; and the ears of  
all the people were attentive to the book of  the law. 4 The scribe Ezra stood on 
a wooden platform that had been made for the purpose; and beside him stood 
Mattithiah, Shema, Anaiah, Uriah, Hilkiah, and Maaseiah on his right hand; and 
Pedaiah, Mishael, Malchijah, Hashum, Hash-baddanah, Zechariah, and Meshullam 
on his left hand. 5 And Ezra opened the book in the sight of  all the people, 

(At this point in the 
service, we invite pre-
school-aged children to 
follow their teachers to the 
second floor elementary 
classroom in the Martin 
House for “Worship and 
Play.”)

Cover Art: The banner 
this Sunday celebrates 
the baptism of  the Lord 
with the words, “This is 
my Beloved in whom I 
am well pleased”  found 
in Matt. 3:17.  The shell 
is an ancient symbol for 
the water of  baptism, 
and God’s spirit and 
blessing is represented 
by the descending dove.  
Hand cut from paper, 
with clear beads depicting 
droplets of  water, this is 
a style of  banner-
making by artist Ellen 
Phillips, Black 
Mountain, NC. 



for he was standing above all the people; and when he opened it, all the people 
stood up. 6 Then Ezra blessed the Lord, the great God, and all the people answered, 
“Amen, Amen,” lifting up their hands. Then they bowed their heads and worshiped 
the Lord with their faces to the ground. 7 Also Jeshua, Bani, Sherebiah, Jamin, 
Akkub, Shabbethai, Hodiah, Maaseiah, Kelita, Azariah, Jozabad, Hanan, Pelaiah, 
the Levites, helped the people to understand the law, while the people remained 
in their places. 8 So they read from the book, from the law of  God, with 
interpretation. They gave the sense, so that the people understood the reading.

9 And Nehemiah, who was the governor, and Ezra the priest and scribe, and 
the Levites who taught the people said to all the people, “This day is holy to 
the Lord your God; do not mourn or weep.” For all the people wept when they 
heard the words of  the law. 10 Then he said to them, “Go your way, eat the fat 
and drink sweet wine and send portions of  them to those for whom nothing is 
prepared, for this day is holy to our Lord; and do not be grieved, for the joy of  
the Lord is your strength.”

             This is the Word of  the Lord.     
             Thanks be to God.

ANTHEM
The Baptism of  Christ                                                                         R. Aarons

(b. 1984)
 Adam Stark, baritone

Now when all the people were baptized, and when Jesus also had been baptized and was praying, 
the heaven was opened and the Holy Spirit descended in bodily form, like a dove. And a voice 

came down from heaven, “You are my Son, the beloved; With you I am well pleased.”

 SCRIPTURE LESSON                                               
2 Corinthians 12: 12-19                                                                              NRSV                          

                       This is the Word of  the Lord.     
 Thanks be to God. 

SERMON                                                                
“Letters, Lamentations, Legacy: Being the                               Rev. Dr. Joel Alvis
Body of  Christ in Our Own Time”                                                                        

*HYMN 757
Today We All Are Called to be Disciples                                                 Kingsfold

SERVICE OF ORDINATION AND INSTALLATION 
OF NEW ELDERS

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH                                 
In life and in death we belong to God. Through the grace of  our Lord 
Jesus Christ, the love of  God, and the communion of  the Holy Spirit, we 
trust in the one triune God, the Holy One of  Israel, whom alone we 
worship and serve. We trust in God the Holy Spirit, everywhere the giver 
and renewer of  life. The Spirit justifies us by grace through faith, sets 
us free to accept ourselves and to love God and neighbor, and binds us 
together with all believers in the one body of  Christ, the Church. The 

2 Corinthians Scripture:
12 The signs of  a true 
apostle were performed 
among you with utmost 
patience, signs and 
wonders and mighty 
works. 13 How have you 
been worse off  than the 
other churches, except 
that I myself  did not 
burden you? Forgive me 
this wrong!

14 Here I am, ready to 
come to you this third 
time. And I will not be a 
burden, because I do not 
want what is yours but 
you; for children ought 
not to lay up for their 
parents, but parents for 
their children. 15 I will 
most gladly spend and 
be spent for you. If  I 
love you more, am I to 
be loved less? 16 Let it be 
assumed that I did not 
burden you. 
Nevertheless (you say) 
since I was crafty, I took 
you in by deceit. 17 Did 
I take advantage of  you 
through any of  those 
whom I sent to you? 18 
I urged Titus to go, and 
sent the brother with 
him. Titus did not take 
advantage of  you, did 
he? Did we not conduct 
ourselves with the same 
spirit? Did we not take 
the same steps?

19 Have you been thinking 
all along that we have 
been defending ourselves 
before you? We are 
speaking in Christ before 
God. Everything we do, 
beloved, is for the sake of  
building you up.



same Spirit who inspired the prophets and apostles rules our faith and life 
in Christ through Scripture, engages us through the Word proclaimed, 
claims us in the waters of  baptism, feeds us with the bread of  life and the 
cup of  salvation, and calls women and men to all ministries of  the Church.

In a broken and fearful world the Spirit gives us courage to pray without 
ceasing, to witness among all peoples to Christ as Lord and Savior, to
unmask idolatries in Church and culture, to hear the voices of  peoples 
long silenced, and to work with others for justice, freedom, and peace.
In gratitude to God, empowered by the Spirit, we strive to serve Christ 
in our daily tasks and to live holy and joyful lives, even as we watch for 
God’s new heaven and new earth, praying, “Come, Lord Jesus!” With 
believers in every time and place, we rejoice that nothing in life or in 
death can separate us from the love of  God in Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen.

CONSTITUTIONAL QUESTIONS
Do you trust in Jesus Christ your Savior, acknowledge him Lord of  all and Head 
of  the Church, and through him believe in one God, Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit?

Do you accept the Scriptures of  the Old and New Testaments to be, by the 
Holy Spirit, the unique and authoritative witness to Jesus Christ in the Church 
universal, and God’s Word to you?

Do you sincerely receive and adopt the essential tenets of  the Reformed faith as 
expressed in the confessions of  our church as authentic and reliable expositions 
of  what Scripture leads us to believe and do, and will you be instructed and led 
by those confessions as you lead the people of  God?

Will you fulfill your ministry in obedience to Jesus Christ, under the authority of  
Scripture, and be continually guided by our confessions? 

Will you be governed by our church’s polity, and will you abide by its discipline?

Will you be a friend among your colleagues in ministry, working with them, 
subject to the ordering of  God’s Word and Spirit?

Will you in your own life seek to follow the Lord Jesus Christ, love your 
neighbors, and work for the reconciliation of  the world?

Do you promise to further the peace, unity, and purity of  the church?

Will you pray for and seek to serve the people with energy, intelligence, 
imagination, and love?

Will you be a faithful ruling elder, watching over the people, providing for their 
worship, nurture, and service?

Will you share in government and discipline, serving in councils of  the church, 
and in your ministry will you try to show the love and justice of  Jesus Christ?

Affirmation of  Faith:
A Brief  Statement of
Faith is a confession
in the Book of
Confessions of  the
Presbyterian Church
(USA), meant to serve
as a “faithful
exposition of  what
scripture leads us to
believe and do.” The
confession was written
as a statement of
confessional unity
between the Northern
and Southern
Presbyterian Churches
which were separated
in 1859 and reunited in
1983. The confession
was adopted in 1990.
The “sovereignty of
God is the throbbing
heartbeat of  the faith
confessed” which is
“most clearly manifest
in Jesus Christ.” The
confession is a modern
expression of  faith “for
use in worship.” (For
more see: Book of
Confessions: Study
Edition.)



QUESTIONS TO THE CONGREGATION
Do we, the members of  the church, accept Hilliard Jolly, Wesley Sanders and 
Betty Steinmetz as ruling elders, chosen by God through the voice of  this 
congregation to lead us in the way of  Jesus Christ?

We do.

Do we agree to pray for them, to encourage them, to respect their decisions, 
and to follow as they guide us, serving Jesus Christ, who alone is Head of  the 
Church?

We do.

PRAYER AND LAYING ON OF HANDS

STATEMENT TO THE ORDAINED

*HYMN 700
I’m Gonna Live So God Can Use Me                                            I’m Gonna Live

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
             Lord in you mercy
             Hear our prayer.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the 
power and the glory, forever. Amen.

OFFERING

OFFERTORY
I Will Come to You                                                                          You Are Mine

*DOXOLOGY            
Praise God From Whom All Blessings Flow                                         Old 100th                                                      

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow.
Praise Him, all creatures here below.
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host.
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION                                             

*HYMN 816
If  Thou but Trust in God to Guide Thee                       Wer Nur Den Lieben Gott

Offertory:
“I will come to you in the 
silence;
I will lift you from all your fear.
You will hear My voice;
I claim you as My choice.
Be still, and know I am here.”

“I am hope for all who are 
hopeless;
I am eyes for all who long to see.
In the shadows of  the night,
I will be your light.
Come and rest in Me.”

“Do not be afraid, I am 
with you.
I have called you each by name.
Come and follow Me,
I will bring you home;
I love you and you are mine.”

“I am strength for all the 
despairing,
Healing for the ones who 
dwell in shame.
All the blind will see, the 
lame will all run free,
And all will know My name.”

“I am the Word that leads 
all to freedom;
I am the peace the world 
cannot give.
I will call your name, 
embracing all your pain.
Stand up, now, walk, and live!”

Today’s music is
reprinted with
permission from
OneLicense.net.
A-722902



*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION

*CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE
God Be with You Till We Meet Again                                                                                   Traditional

God be with you till we meet again;
By His counsels guide, uphold you,
With His sheep securely fold you;

God be with you till we meet again.

*POSTLUDE
I. Vivace, Trio Sonata no. 2 in C Minor, BWV 526                                                                  J.S. Bach

(1685-1750)

Contact FPC
Phone: 706-278-8161

Rev. Will Scott, Pastor: wscott@firstpresdalton.org
Trent Whisenant, Director of  Music: twhisenant@firstpresdalton.org

Erin Witt, Office Manager: office@firstpresdalton.org
Mailing Address:

PO Box 489
Dalton, Georgia 30722


